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W
e live in portentous times. On the Solemnity
of the Annunciation, Pope Francis conse-
crated Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate

Heart of Our Lady. Not only did this pick up on the
world’s horror at Russia’s violent invasion of Ukraine, it
represented a working out of the secrets of Fatima. As
we enter Mary’s month of May, we are rightly called to
acclaim ‘Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia!’ At
the same time, it would be worthwhile reflecting on our
own country’s Christian devotion, particularly at this
time of jubilee.

We know that England was known in pre-Reforma-
tion times as Mary’s Dowry. Unbeknown to many, that
status lives on in many of our place names – Bow,
Marylebone, Ladywell, and so many more. Even in the
post-Reformation period, with all its wanton destruction,
we remain immersed in that legacy. At Walsingham, and
indeed throughout the churches in the land which are
privileged to pass on the Catholic faith, we pray with fer-
vour that our country will return to what we regard as its
birthright. The prayer for the conversion of England be-
gins with these words:

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most
gentle Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon
England thy Dowry and upon us all who greatly hope and
trust in thee.

We shall shortly be enjoying a specially extended
bank holiday to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s platinum ju-
bilee. Never before have we witnessed such an occasion.
Her Majesty’s reign has been one of duty and service,
and also one of monumental change. The first Elizabeth’s
time on the throne saw an outworking of the Reforma-
tion; the second has spanned the rebuilding required in
the immediate aftermath of the Second World War to the
bewildering technological and lifestyle changes in the
opening decades of the twenty-first century.

As we celebrate Her Majesty’s life and reign, we
should give particular thanks for her public commitment
to Christianity. She shares in our mission and witness to
this land, and she has spoken regularly and movingly of
her faith. That sense of discipleship will doubtless have
arisen, at least in part, from Her Majesty being the last
crowned monarch alive to have been anointed at their
coronation. Queen Elizabeth is already the longest living

and reigning monarch in British history; how wonderful
that such longevity includes an open and heartfelt pro-
fession of Christian faith.

Her Majesty’s public life and our private prayers are
deeply entwined; just as our lives and prayers must be
too, as Fr Paul Thomas sets out in his article in this
month’s edition. There is much to be said for us all being
joined together in prayer in this way, in thanksgiving and
in dedication. It represents part of what it means to be
Catholic, uniting hearts and minds, and acts as a contin-
uation of the Christian witness displayed by Her Majesty
at her coronation and in subsequent decades. 

Westminster Abbey, the setting of so many royal cel-
ebrations and events, is the subject of an article this
month by Canon Michael Middleton (the clergyman, and
certainly not the father of the Duchess of Cambridge, but
quite possibly that father of your Director!). The Abbey
is affectionately referred to as the parish church of the
nation, once again demonstrating the close links between
religious observance and national life. The insights con-
tained in that article will remind many of us of the Wals-
ingham festival which we were fortunate enough to
celebrate at the Abbey three years ago.

Royal visits often include churches because they are
frequently the place of community engagement and
therefore represent other aspects of our civic life. This
may take the form of  a night shelter, or a forum for dia-
logue, or a place to gather at times of mourning or thanks-
giving. May we give thanks for that witness too.

While the religious legacy of Protestant England is
a difficult subject for us in that we recognise its Christi-
anity but deplore its oppression of Catholicism, no such
ambiguity is required when it comes to our admiration
for Her Majesty as the embodiment of all that is best in
our national life in more recent years.

Finally, as we contemplate the world beyond our
shores, the dedication of the now desecrated city of Mar-
iupol in Ukraine will not have escaped our attention. 

O, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, Hail our life, our
sweetness and our hope.
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and
weeping in this vale of tears.
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T
he Accession Service appears within the Book of
Common Prayer immediately following the Or-
dinal as (like Holy Order itself – the diaconate,

priesthood, and episcopate) Christian monarchy is both
vocational and sacramental in character: vocational in
that it is not a role undertaken or function performed but
a calling responded to in obedience; and sacramental in
that it incarnates and instantiates what it is in the person
who exercises it. Monarchy is neither an idea or an ab-
straction as if it were a theoretical principle, but is con-
cretely embodied in a person, manifest in a life, a reign. 

Though it is our Second Gloriana the seventieth an-
niversary of whose accession we celebrate this year, it
was in the reign of the first Elizabeth that the first Form
of Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the ac-
cession was composed and widely used in England. It
may come as a surprise to know just how great in fact
was the profusion of special and occasional Forms of
Prayer in the reign of the Virgin Queen. In fact, records
reveal that at least ten Form of Prayer, liturgical rites of
thanksgiving and intercession, are extant from then. 

It was in 1576 that the forbear of the Accession Serv-
ice was first published. Called A Form of Prayer with
Thanksgiving, to be used every year, the seventeenth of
November, being the day of the Queen’s Majesty’s entry
to her reign, it was written, scholarship tells us, by the
Revd Edmund Bunny, a priest and itinerant evangelist
of decidedly Calvinistic inclinations who travelled
widely preaching the Gospel, ably assisted by two
mounted servants. It was for the eighteenth anniversary
of Elizabeth I’s accession that Bunny composed a Form
of Prayer intended to be used at Matins. It took the shape
of an office, naturally, and consisted of Proper Psalms,
exceedingly long Lessons taken out of the historical
books of the Old Testament in which we are instructed
about virtuous and truly biblical kingship; a set of suf-
frages; a composite canticle made up of various verses
from the psalms concluding with the Glory be…; a spe-
cially composed collect for the accession; and conclud-
ing with further psalms, and the recommendation for a
sermon. This is the Accession Day collect that Bunny
composed:

O Lord God, most merciful Father, who as upon this
day, placing thy servant our Sovereign and gracious
Queen Elizabeth in the kingdom, didst deliver thy

people of England from danger of war and oppres-
sion, both of bodies of tyranny, and of conscience
by superstition, restoring peace and true religion,
with liberty both of bodies and minds, and hast con-
tinued the same thy blessings, without all desert on
our part now by the space of these eighteen years:
we who are in memory of these thy great benefits as-
sembled here together, most humbly beseech thy fa-
therly goodness to grant us grace, that we may in
word, deed, and heart, shew ourselves thankful and
obedient unto thee for the same; and that our Queen
through thy grace may in all honour, goodness, and
godliness, long and many years reign over us, and
we obey and enjoy her, with the continuance of thy
great blessings, which thou hast by her thy minister
poured upon us: this we beseech thee to grant unto
us, for thy dear Son Jesus Christ’s sake, our Lord and
Saviour. Amen.

We can see in this the early beginnings of the acces-
sion prayers we use now. Yes, it is long, but nowhere
near as expansive as other Royal collects of the period.
For example, the collect for Elizabeth I’s birthday pop-
ularly used during her reign reaches the veritable heights
of ecstasy in honouring ‘that jewel of inestimable price,
to wit, the blessed spirit and being of thine humble ser-
vant, whose sacred person according to thy word we do
reverently repute and call the breath of our nostrils, the
Anointed of the Lord, by whose breath we live, by whose
life we breathe…’ It is a magnificent work of liturgical
hyperbole.

Two years later, in 1578, further liturgical texts were
published to accompany the increasingly popular acces-
sion celebrations. In addition to a metrical psalm
(LXXXI), ‘an anthem or prayer for the preservation of
the Church, the Queen’s Majesty, and the Realm’ was
provided with each verse concluding with the worthy
and right-minded refrain: ‘Save Lord, and bless with
good increase, Thy Church, our Queen and Realm in
peace!’ A further ‘Song of rejoicing for the prosperous
reign of our most gracious Sovereign Lady Queen Eliz-
abeth’ also appeared in the same year. The poetry may
be lacking, but the sentiment is true:

Give laud unto the Lord,
And praise his holy name:
O let us all with one accord
Now magnify the same.
Due thanks unto him yield,
Who evermore hath been
So strong defence, buckler and shield,
To our most Royal Queen.

Devoted with her whole heart, and
persevering in good works
Paul Thomas explores the Accession Day Liturgy and vocation of the Christian Monarchy, powerfully
exemplified in the life and reign of Her Majesty the Queen

Monarchy is neither an idea or an 
abstraction but concretely embodied 
in a person, manifest in a life, a reign
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These Accession Day ceremonies and celebrations con-
tinued throughout Elizabeth’s reign and grew in fervor
and scale year-on-year. Indeed, the seventeenth of No-
vember continued to be kept by many as ‘Queene’s Day’
long after Glorianna’s death as it had by then taken on
associations of a patriotic and decidedly protestant feel-
ing against foreign powers and enemies of England; Ac-
cession Day had entered deeply into the imagination of
English national Protestantism. 

On the accession of King James I in 1603, a Form of
Prayer and Thanksgiving was issued for use in all
churches ‘upon his entry to this kingdom’. In 1625, when
the Royal Martyr acceded to The Throne a new service
was issued which was later sanctioned by Convocation
in the Canons of 1640 but which was later set aside by
Parliament at the Restoration when certain parts of it
were included in the special service for 29th May. When
King James II acceded The Throne in 1685 following the
death of his brother Charles II, he ordered a revision of
the accession liturgy which first introduced the words
‘the day on which His Majesty began his happy reign’.
These words were to be included in the official title of
the Accession Liturgy until the early twentieth century.
The Form of Prayer fell out of use after the so-called
‘Glorious Revolution’, to be restored to use again during
the reign of Queen Anne, and all successors to the Eng-
lish Throne thereafter.

Only the Accession Service survived the great litur-
gical cull of 1859 when Queen Victoria commanded that
the other Forms of Prayer be removed from the Prayer
Book and Convocation be asked to revise the service for
Accession Day. Convocation obediently went about its
work, but this quickly raised a number of questions
amongst the liturgical scholars to whom responsibility
of revision had been given. These men argued that revis-
ing the existing Form of Prayer for Accession Day was
near impossible – the liturgy had undergone multiple
amendments and adaptations through each successive
reign. It was proposed that a wholly new Form of Prayer
with Thanksgiving for the Accession be composed. In
fact, it was proposed that three Forms of Prayer were
necessary. This was eventually agreed upon, and this is
what is annexed to the Book of Common Prayer today. 

The first Form provided a new set of proper Psalms,
Lessons, suffrages and prayers for use at Matins and
Evensong; the second Form provided a proper Collect,
Epistle and Gospel for the celebration of the Holy Eu-
charist; and the third Form was intended as a stand-alone
service, not for use in Matins or Evensong, but independ-
ently, beginning with the Te Deum Laudamus, with suf-
frages and collects, concluding with the blessing. It
wasn’t until 9th November 1901 that these three new
Forms of Prayer with Thanksgiving to Almighty God
were finally authorized in the reign of Edward VII, and

saving for the usual changes to the members of the Royal
Family prayed for by name, we have used the same ever
since in our annual thanksgiving to almighty God for the
coming to her Throne of our most gracious Sovereign
Lady Queen Elizabeth II. 

There are four distinct theological and spiritual
themes in the Accession Service concerning the charac-
ter and vocation of Christian Monarchy and kingship. 

Sovereignty of God
Note just how the collects for the Accession begin: ‘O
God, who providest for thy people by thy power, and
rulest over them in love,’ says the first; ‘O Lord our God,
who upholdest and governest all things by the word of
thy power,’ says the second; ‘Almighty God, who rulest
over all the kingdoms of the world, and dost order them
according to thy good pleasure,’ begins the third. The
Accession prayers set forth a deeply biblical view of
kingship as an institution subordinated to the divine sov-
ereignty of God. God is the one who rules and reign; he
is the one who orders and upholds all things; he is the
King universal, eternal, transcendent, mysterious. This
same theological idea is consistently forth in all the
royal-related prayers found in the Prayer Book (and there
are quite a number). In fact, we can say that such a litur-
gical book as the Book of Common Prayer which has
such a developed doctrine of Monarchy is also at the
same time a book that marks out the boundary of monar-
chical power and prerogative so clearly by continually
placing it under and in relation to the divine Power. Take
for example, the Prayer for the Monarch at the Holy Eu-
charist: ‘Almighty God whose kingdom is everlasting
and power infinite…so rule the heart of thy chosen ser-
vant Elizabeth our Queen.’ In the State Prayer at Matins
and Evensong the same theme is reinforced; there God
is addressed as ‘high and mighty, King of kings and Lord
of lord, the only ruler of princes…’ What all these
prayers are doing is to establish the biblical belief that
no thing has supremacy but God, and no thing is to be
taken to be God which is not God, and that the Prince is
upheld in his royal dignity in the measure that he is obe-
dient to God. The Old Testament repeatedly insists on
this, describing God as reigning eternally, alone in pos-
sessing an everlasting kingdom, uniquely having domin-
ion over all things and all peoples. He is a living and
personal king, a holy and righteous king. 

Servanthood
Having established this theme of the sovereignty of God
in and over all things, we can then begin – as the Prayer
Book liturgy does – to understand monarchy aright, in
relation to the One who is its source and legitimacy.
What at once flows from that principle is that all things
are set in service of the divine kingship of God, none
more so than the Monarch. Monarchy is God’s instru-
ment, the person of the Monarch God’s servant – and this
is the second theme. Directly related to the sovereignty
of God is the theme of the essential servanthood of the
Monarch. Listen again to what the Accession Service
says: ‘We yield thee unfeigned thanks for that thou wast

All things are set in service of the divine
kingship of God, none more so than 

the Monarch
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pleased, as on this day, to set thy Servant our Sovereign
Lady, Queen Elizabeth upon the Throne of this Realm.’
Only a Christian liturgy could understand and express
sovereignty in terms of servanthood because the King of
kings and Lord of lords came in his holy incarnation ‘not
to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom
for many.’ At the very heart of our Faith is the servant-
hood of the divine King; Monarchy is a kind of sacrament
of his servanthood. God’s downward trajectory in the in-
carnation, ever downward into ever greater self-empty-
ing, this for us is the very pattern and model of Christian
Kingship. Christ is its exemplar. Now, ‘sovereignty’ and
‘servanthood’ are contrary states of being from a secular
perspective. Secularity demands we see sovereignty and
servanthood as being in hostile and antagonistic conflict
with one another: any notion of ‘master’ and ‘slave’ must

be smashed, but in the light of the incarnation these states
are become inseparable. For the Christian Church sover-
eignty and servanthood are now united and perfected cru-
ciformly, brought together and consummated upon the
cross on which the God-Man reigns in suffering, the ful-
filment of his divine servanthood. It is in the scandal and
paradox of the cross - the cross that surmounts the Royal
Crown - that the kingdom of God is fully revealed. There-
fore, for our Queen to profess the Crucified One as King,
and for her to be anointed with sacred Chrism at her coro-
nation, is for her to be granted a share in both Christ’s
kingship and his lowly burden-bearing servanthood.  

Ordering the kingdom
In God’s covenant with the Jews at Sinai, God’s kingship
is revealed to be personal and moral. God gives Moses
and the People of Israel a body of law, a covenant, so that
their common life may be ordered morally as God wishes
it to be ordered, and through their liturgical life (which is
also carefully set out according to divine precept) they are
to orient themselves toward their creator in praise, obedi-
ence, adoration and love. Later in the Old Testament we
see under the Prophet Samuel how a settled people ask
for a king to rule over them. They are given a king but
only so that he might serve God’s purpose in ordering his
people rightly, justly, obediently, morally. Kings who do
this are honored in the bible; kings who do not are con-
demned. Kingship in Israel, therefore, has a unique role
in ordering Hebrew society toward God; the king is to so
arrange the affairs of the kingdom that they conform ever
more closely and faithfully to the covenant with God and
God’s purposes for them. In this third theme of ordering
the Kingdom toward God, the Accession Service prayers
understand monarchy to have this moral purpose: ‘Let
thy wisdom be her guide, and let thine arm strengthen her;
let truth and justice, holiness and righteousness, peace and
charity, about in her days…’ The Christian Monarch, like

the Kings of Israel, is to do no less than to use the Royal
power to order the affairs of the realm toward the King-
dom of God; to labour in service in order that the tempo-
ral affairs accord with God’s wishes for human society
and its flourishing, that there is a kind of budding forth
now of the Kingdom that is to come. When any society
abounds with truth and justice, holiness and righteous-
ness, peace and charity then it is a society ordered toward
God who is the Summum Bonum, the Highest Good from
whom all good things do come and toward whom they are
rightly aligned.

Life of the world to come
And this leads to the final eschatological theme, which
finds its fulfilment beyond death, in the Kingdom that is
coming. The Book of Common Prayer is very coy when
it comes to praying for those who have departed this life
in God’s faith and fear. However, when it comes to the
Monarch and the Royal Family, the Prayer Book is posi-
tively enthusiastic in praying for their eternal souls before
they die: the Accession rite is no exception. The first col-
lect asks that having persevered ‘in good works unto the
end [she] may by thy guidance, come to thine everlasting
kingdom;’ the second collect prays that ‘after death [she]
may attain everlasting life and glory…’; and the third col-
lect asks God to ‘crown her with everlasting life.’ But per-
haps these petitions ought not to be overlooked; perhaps
they illuminate a hidden and mystical dimension of
Monarchy. Of the Proper Lessons given in the Accession
Liturgy, a passage from the Revelation to St John (chapter
21) is provided in which the kings of the earth enjoy an al-
most priestly role in the New Jerusalem:

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of
the earth shall bring their glory into it, and its gates will
never be shut by day – and there will be no night there.
They will bring into it the glory and honour of the nations.

It is the earthly kings who, in New Jerusalem, ‘bring’
into the city the glory and honour of the nations. The word
St John uses here can also mean ‘offer’. The kings of the
earth make an offering of the nations. Now redeemed,
now glorified, now brought fully into the Reign of God,
human states and societies are made new and seen for
what they truly are, an oblation, an offering made in wor-
ship to the Lamb slain to redeem them. Therefore, praying
that the Sovereign may come into God’s everlasting king-
dom is to affirm our belief in the eschatological end of
things, in the fulfilling purposes of God, that he will bring
in the Kingdom that is coming, and that in his Kingdom
the Monarch continues her sacred vocation, first exer-
cised in this life but pointing ever towards the next, to
order the realm and to offer it up unto God in obedience,
faithfulness, virtue, and praise, world without end.

The Revd Paul Thomas is the Vicar of St James’s, Sussex
Gardens, London. He has given lectures on the Acces-
sion, on which this article is based, to the Prayer Book So-
ciety and at All Saints’, Northampton, earlier this year.

ND

For our Queen to profess the Crucified
One as King and be anointed with 

sacred Chrism is to be granted a share
in Christ’s kingship and his servanthood



F
or a building that has an international role in host-
ing Heads of State for wreath-laying at the Tomb
of the Unknown Warrior, and has a continuing na-

tional role for coronations, funerals, memorial services
and much else, Westminster Abbey retains an aura of
sanctity. There is much to pull at the heart strings and in-
spire meditation as the pilgrim walks round. The archi-
tecture, the beauty and inscriptions on tombs all add to
the spiritual atmosphere. Saint Faith’s Chapel is rarely
seen by visitors, but for those of us who met for Matins
and Mass each morning it provided an intimate and con-
templative setting.

It is worth remembering that Westminster Abbey
was built as a Benedictine Monastery by Edward the
Confessor. He did not live long enough to see the fruit
of his planning, dying in the week following its conse-
cration on 28 December 1065. Edward was first buried
under the High Altar and is the only English monarch to
be canonised. The Abbey was built in an important
strategic position near the royal palace by the Thames,
so it is no surprise that William the Conqueror chose this
church as the setting for his coronation. The association
with these two kings ensured the Abbey’s pre-eminent
position in cementing the links between Church and
State. 

Henry lll rebuilt the Abbey, incorporating a shrine
for Saint Edward behind the High Altar. This, at a stroke,
gave this important monastic church another role as a
popular pilgrimage destination. It is reported that the sick
made pilgrimage to the shrine and knelt in the recesses
to pray for healing, some sleeping there overnight. Oth-
ers, wishing to possess something associated with Saint
Edward, prised the small decorative stones away from
the base and took them home. One of my memorable
moments there was escorting ex-President Bill Clinton
on an informal visit. It was soon after 9/11 and I offered
to say a prayer for the American people. He immediately
turned to his bodyguards and ordered them to switch off

their intrusive walkie-talkies. They obeyed, if reluc-
tantly, and the sacred atmosphere gave us the necessary
quiet space.

Medieval pilgrimage came to an end with the Ref-
ormation but fortunately Henry Vlll left the tombs and
monuments intact, only removing the gold and jewels
from the Shrine. The wish for the continuity enshrined
in the Abbey also seemed to have affected Oliver
Cromwell who did not plunder whole-scale either. Inter-
estingly he was buried in the Lady Chapel, which is, ap-

propriately, just across the road from
Parliament. He was only there for a short
time and then the House of Commons
voted to remove his remains. Who knows
what secret ambition motivated Cromwell
to be buried among kings?

The Catholic Mary Tudor died child-
less in 1558 and was buried in the north
aisle of Henry Vll’s Lady Chapel. The
coffin of the Protestant Elizabeth l was
placed on top of Mary’s in the vault, and
Elizabeth’s effigy is the centre piece of the
monument. Partners in throne and grave,
here we sleep, Elizabeth and Mary, sisters
in hope of the Resurrection is the original
inscription, to which has been added re-
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Of monarchs and martyrs  
Michael Middleton recalls his time as Canon Treasurer at ‘the nation’s parish church’
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cently another poignant ecumenical one: Remember be-
fore God all those who divided at the Reformation laid
down their lives for Christ and conscience sake.

Martyrdom and Ecumenism is the theme contin-
ued on the West Front of the Abbey. In 1998, in the pres-
ence of The Queen, the Archbishop of Canterbury
unveiled the ten statues commemorating Christian mar-
tyrs of the Twentieth Century, an age when more people
died for their faith than any other time in history. They
are drawn from every continent and many Christian de-
nominations, including a relative of Prince Philip, the
Grand Duchess Elizabeth of Russia, a saint in the Ortho-
dox Church killed by the Bolsheviks. The most moving
moment came when the godson of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(another of the ten martyrs) played Bach’s Saraband for
solo cello; there was hardly a dry eye among us.

War, conflict and injustice are bound to take a
prominent position when Church meets State. Outside
the Great West Doors at the foot of the North West
tower, a slab of green Cumberland slate, within a circle
of York stone, commemorates the Innocent Victims of
Oppression, Violence and War, unveiled by the Queen
in 1996. My most memorable duty there was on a freez-
ing February Sunday in 1998 when as Canon in Resi-
dence I had been asked to say prayers with a group
demanding an enquiry into the events of Bloody Sunday
in N. Ireland. As I approached, I realised that it was
going to be a difficult occasion for some in coming to a
place which could be seen as a symbol of the Establish-
ment. The tension was certainly there, but the arrival of
Tony Benn saved the day. In no uncertain terms he pro-
ceeded to announce that I was giving up my time to be
of service to the assembled company and to say a prayer.
After that we proceeded and, to everyone’s surprise, the
setting-up of an enquiry under Lord Saville was an-
nounced a few weeks later!

My subject is War, and the pity of War. The Po-
etry is in the pity. This wonderful quotation from Wilfred
Owen commemorates the War Poets in Poets’ Corner.
Who can read this today without thinking of the scale of
the sufferings of the Ukrainian people? It is in Poets’

Corner that most visitors find a name
they know among the memorial stones
and windows. Wordsworth, Lewis Car-
roll, Jane Austen and many more are all
commemorated here. But the one that
seems to attract most attention is Charles
Dickens whose large slab indicates that
he was buried here – not by his choice but
by public demand. Hugely popular in his
own lifetime, he is obviously on the syl-
labus of almost every English literature
course abroad. Besides poets and authors,
memorial inscriptions around the Abbey
recall remarkable lives. Thomas Clark-
son (1760-1864) was a friend to slaves,
while Henry Purcell (1659-1695) is gone
to that blessed place where only his har-
mony can be exceeded. The monument
to Isaac Newton dominates the nave, and

among other scientists remembered, the famous equation
describing the behaviour of the electron is inscribed on
the memorial stone to Paul Dirac (1902-1984).

Just as Dirac’s equation heralded a new scientific
age, so the decision of the Queen to permit the televising
of the Coronation in 1953 marked a new technological
age for her ‘Royal Peculiar’ (a church under the
monarch’s jurisdiction and outside diocesan structures).
Now there would be opportunity for vast numbers to feel
part of royal and national occasions, never better illus-
trated than for Princess Diana’s funeral. The service had
worldwide television coverage which led to an influx of
overseas visitors to the Abbey. While many marvelled
at the building, others were far more interested in know-
ing where Elton John’s piano had stood! The funeral of
the Queen Mother was also broadcast far and wide.
Other than the solemn service, my abiding memory is
the weight of the black copes we wore, obviously made
at a time when thick blanket was the favoured lining. In
contrast, no cameras, or even guests, were permitted at
the installation by the Queen of new Knights of the Bath.
The required canonical uniform was a rather smart pink
silk cloak over red cassock and surplice. 

Let me conclude by quoting an extract from the
sermon the Bishop of Carlisle, Harvey Goodwin, at the
funeral of Charles Darwin: ‘I think that the interment of
the remains of Mr Darwin in Westminster Abbey is in
accordance with the judgement of the wisest of his coun-
trymen…It would have been unfortunate to give weight
to the foolish notion that there is a necessary conflict be-
tween a knowledge of Nature and a belief in God’. The
fact that Darwin is buried in the North aisle of the Nave
next to Sir John Herschel (mathematician, scientist, in-
ventor) goes to demonstrate the tolerant and inclusive at-
titude that has characterised the Abbey, which I hope
will continue to be a place of prayer, pilgrimage and wel-
come.

The Revd Canon Michael Middleton is Canon
Emeritus of Westminster where served from 1997 - 2004. 
Photographs courtesy of the Dean and Chapter of West-
minster.

ND
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F
or those of us who live and minister in diverse
communities, it can be a hugely enriching expe-
rience. During the pandemic there were many ex-

amples of faith communities coming together to bring
relief to those who were housebound or isolated. It
brought opportunities of prayer for one another and for
practical help and support. Often this coming together
was based on foundations and collaboration which ex-
isted long before the terrible events of the last two years.
For example, in the urban areas of ministry, other faith
communities form a significant part of our school com-
munities. It is a great joy for us at St Gabriel’s in Walsall,
to welcome our local nursery school into church each
year to perform their traditional nativity play. As well as
expected characters, there are sometimes the occasional
snowman or Santa, for every child has an important part
to play. 

Perhaps more significant is that among the chil-
dren acting out the traditional nativity story are those of
other faiths, especially Islam. Families attend willingly
and joyfully to see their children participate in a story
about Jesus, who is familiar to them from their own tra-
dition and faith context. Also, it has struck me when vis-
iting our friends at the local mosque just how familiar
some of the names of the prophets listed in the Quran are
to Christians. Though important to acknowledge the
richness of our diversity and differing beliefs, it is also
important to find our common ground.

Mary is one of those identified in that common
ground between Christianity and Islam. She is held in
high regard and honour by Christians of a Catholic and
Orthodox tradition and within the Muslim tradition too.
For example, Surah 19 of the Quran bears her name, and
she is the only woman in the Quran to be known by her
first name. Mary also appears in the third Surah of the
Quran entitled ‘The family of Imran’. Scholars outside
the Islamic tradition have reflected on the origins of the
parallels within the sacred texts of Islam and Christian-
ity. As well as the canonical books of the Christian Bible,
it is thought that the stories relating to Jesus and Mary in
the Quran may have been influenced by apocryphal writ-
ings such as the Protoevangelium of James. 

Some of the most interesting parallels between
Mary in the Islamic and Christian traditions can be found
around accounts of the Annunciation. Luke begins the
announcement of the birth of Jesus with ‘In the sixth
month the angel Gabriel was sent by God… to a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph’ (Luke 1.26-27a). And
again, Mary says, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin.’
(Luke 1.34). The Quran gives a similar conversation, ‘She
(Mary) said, “How can I have a boy while no man has
touched me, and I have not been unchaste?” He said, “Thus

[it will be]; your Lord says, ‘It is easy for Me…” (Quran
19.20-21). And again, we read, ‘When the angels said, “O
Mary, indeed Allah has chosen you and purified you and
chosen you above the women of the worlds. (Quran 3.42). 

In both Luke’s Gospel and in the Quran, we see tes-
timony to the virgin birth of Jesus and the encounter between
Mary and the angels. There is a clear parallel as to how God
is at work in the birth of Jesus and in whom he is at work –
the specially chosen one, Mary.

Matthew’s Gospel gives us the annunciation account
from Joseph’s perspective, with the initial possibility of gos-
sip and scandal, that accusation of infidelity, ‘being a right-
eous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her privately’ (Matt 1.19). The Quran of-
fers again the possibility that Mary was falsely accused of
infidelity when it reads ’They said, “O Mary, you have cer-
tainly done a thing unprecedented. O sister of Aaron, your
father was not a man of evil, nor was your mother unchaste”
(Quran 19.27-28).

Later in Luke’s Gospel, after Jesus had been found
in the Temple, we read, ‘His mother treasured all these things
in her heart’. (Luke 2.51b) The Quran also reflects on this:
‘And Mary, the daughter of ‘Imran, who guarded her
chastity… she believed in the words of her Lord and His
scriptures and was of the devoutly obedient (Quran 66.12).

When we put these texts side by side, we can clearly
see the parallels in the narratives around the birth of Jesus
and the way in which Mary is also central to the working out
of God’s plan. It is also necessary to say, however, that both
traditions and faiths must be honest in acknowledging dif-
ference – not to claim superiority, but to allow constructive
dialogue between faith communities. The virgin birth of
Jesus within the Christian tradition clearly points us to the
divine nature of Jesus as the Son of God. Within Islam, the
virgin birth of Jesus does not take the direction of travel.
What happens to Mary in this context enables the birth of a
great prophet, her son Jesus; a prophet but not the Son of
God.

While acknowledging the fundamental difference
between Christianity and Islam, it is helpful to have these
characters in common. They give us a divergence of lan-
guage and, dare we say, honour and faith. Places of pilgrim-
age, such as the Holy House of Ephesus, also can be places
of connection for these faith communities.  In Luke we read,
‘For he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his ser-
vant. Surely from now on, all generations will call me
blessed’ (Luke 1.48). Reflecting on the honour in which Mary
is held by these great world religions, might just allow us to
see this phrase from Mary’s Magnificat, in its widest possi-
ble context.

The Revd Preb Mark McIntyre CMP SSC is the
Vicar of St Gabriel’s, Fulbrook, Walsall, and Rural Dean.

Mary, held in honour for 
Christian and Muslim
Mark McIntyre explores how the Mother of Our Lord is also central in Islam
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A
s the Victoria & Albert Museum prepares to
close Fabergé in London, the first major exhi-
bition dedicated to the legendary Russian gold-

smith which enjoyed prominence during the Victorian
and Edwardian eras, we highlight some of the items –
many of which are in the collection of Her Majesty the
Queen. Sadly the firm was nationalized by the Bolshe-
viks after the1917  Russian Revolution it did not survive
the 1920s, with the principal family members either dead
or having fled Russia. The pieces remained popular,
however, particularly among keen-eyed collectors who
continued to seek out these exquisite artefacts. To this
day they continue to command high prices at auction,
renowned for their scarcity and craftmanship.

London was the only branch opened by the firm out-
side Russia, in 1903, soon attracting a wealthy and inter-
national clientele with an exclusive and fashionable
reputation. Royal family members often gave one an-
other gifts from its legendary workshops, following the
lead of Tsar Alexander III who commissioned the first
bejewelled Easter egg from Carl Fabergé for the Em-
press. The annual tradition continued with Tsar Nicholas
and over 50 such eggs were evntially made. 

By special appointment to the
Imperial Crown

Basket of flowers egg, by Fabergé. Silver, parcel-gilt, gold, 
guilloché enamel, diamonds, 1901. Royal Collection Trust 

Caesar, by Fabergé. Chalcedony, gold, enamel, rubies c. 1908. Royal Collection Trust
All images courtesy of the V&A Museum. Royal Collection Trust images © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2021



King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra were al-
ready customers Fabergé collectors, and hardstone por-
traits of their farm animals bred at Sandringham were
now created, along with objects enamelled in The King’s
horse racing colours. The King commissioned models of
his faithful wire-haired fox terrier Caesar, as well as Per-
simmon, his most loved and successful racehorse, in sil-
ver.

Mrs Keppel, the King’s mistress, gifted him an ele-
gant art-nouveau cigarette case with a snake laid in dia-
monds biting its tail to symbolize unbroken and
everlasting love. Other smoking ephemera included
snuffboxes and  a nephrite cigar box, set with a sepia
enamelled view of the Houses of Parliament, was bought
by Grand Duke Michael of Russia on 5 November 1908,
the day of Guy Fawkes, and given to King Edward VII.

These historic items, over a century old, portray a
unique moment in artistry and time. ND
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The Mosaic Egg, St Petersburg, 1914. Gold, platinum, enamel, 
diamonds, rubies, emeralds. Given by Emperor Nicholas II to his

wife Empress Alexandra Feodorovna for Easter 1914.

The Red Cross with Triptych Egg, St Petersburg, 1915. Gold,
silver, enamel, glass. Given by Emperor Nicholas II to his wife

the Empress for Easter 1915.

Grand Duchess Alexandra’s tiara. Aquamarine and diamond
tiara by Fabergé, aquamarine, diamond, silver, gold. 

Workmaster Albert Holmstrom, St. Peterburg, circa 1904. 
Photo courtesy of HMNS (Mike Rathke).

Chelsea Pensioner, by Fabergé, 1909. Purpurine, aventurine
quartz, jasper, bought by Edward VII. Royal Collection Trust

Cigarette case, Fabergé, two colour gold, guilloché enamel, 
diamonds, 1908. Royal Collection Trust  



T
he Revised English Hymnal will probably con-
tain more hymns in honour of the Blessed Virgin
Mary than any other contemporary hymn book.

The 1953 edition of the Roman Catholic Westminster
Hymnal contained 21 hymns plus two texts under the
heading ‘pilgrimages’. The REH will contain 17, one of
which is for use on pilgrimages. In addition, many other
hymns include a verse about Our Lady or a reference to
her.

After the appearance of the New English Hymnal in
1986, a priest asked if, in the well-loved text which be-
gins, ‘Her Virgin eyes saw God incarnate born’, we had
considered including the verse ‘about the immaculate
conception’. In fact, we did look at that particular verse
in isolation, but in a hymn which begins with Our Lord’s
birth in Bethlehem, it was impossible to insert it into the
existing text.

In preparation for the latest edition, I searched for
the whole text and found it in Bishop Ken’s long poem,
‘Sion’. It has hundreds of verses, perhaps even a couple
of thousand, of which 204 (which would make 51 four-
line stanzas) are devoted to Our Lady. The English Hym-
nal text consists of 16 lines; they are not all consecutive
and the order of the first two has been changed.

A slightly larger selection (omitting the verses about
Mary’s childhood – she knew the psalter by heart before
she was fourteen, according to Ken – as well as her be-
trothal to Joseph and her presence at events in Jesus’s
life) has provided an eight-verse hymn for the new edi-
tion. The four stanzas from the English Hymnal are re-
tained as a separate hymn, because of their familiarity.
The new text appears here and, in order for it to stand
alone, minor changes were made. It was also possible to
restore the original order of two lines in the new text.

But does verse 3 of the new text really speak of the
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception? Being a 17th-
century text, it certainly doesn’t correspond to the (infal-
lible) Papal definition of 1854. But we can say for sure
that it turns out, though clearly not its intention, to be
thoroughly consonant with the ARCIC document,
‘Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ’ (2005), which speaks
of how ‘Christ’s redeeming work reached “back” in
Mary to the depths of her being and to her earliest begin-
nings’.

Ken’s text doesn’t say that, in her conception, Mary
was ‘preserved free from all stain of original sin’, but
that she was cleansed from it. This is Anglican – and, in-
deed Orthodox – theology at its best: affirming a truth,
but not defining it precisely. The truth is that God was
active in Mary’s very conception; Christ’s redeeming
work does indeed reach ‘back’, so that her conception
exactly parallels Christian baptism, through which all of

us undergo the same cleansing. In a way, Mary becomes
the ‘first Christian’ (a title used in a Catholic Truth So-
ciety tract, incidentally) and her conception is akin to our
baptism. And, needless to say, this does not make Mary
less human, but rather more so. The same grace has been
bestowed on each of us, yet we know from experience
that this does not prevent us from committing actual sin.
The fight against sin was not in any way made easier for
Our Lady than it is for us; it was only and precisely be-
cause she was ‘full of grace’ that she achieved it.

O JESU, who blest Mary did revere,
Near thee enthroned in the celestial sphere;
Help me revere the plenitude of grace,
Exalting her above all female race.

2  The favour God on other saints bestowed,
In Joachim and Anna overflowed;
God with a daughter their devotion blessed
In whose pure womb incarnate-God should rest.

3  The Holy Ghost his temple in her built,
Cleansed from congenial, kept from mortal guilt;  
And from the moment that her blood was fired,
Into her heart celestial love inspired.

4  Then Gabriel from bliss flew down full speed     
To tell her as she prayed that heaven decreed
She bear God’s Son according to his will,              
Which was her sole ambition to fulfil.                       

5  When she to Bethl’em came that happy morn
Her Virgin eyes saw God incarnate born;
How high her raptures then began to swell,
None but her own omniscient Son can tell.

6  As Eve when she her fontal sin reviewed,
Wept for herself and all she should include,
Blest Mary with man’s Saviour in embrace
Joyed for herself and for all human race.

7  All saints are by her Son’s dear influence blessed,
She kept the very fountain at her breast;
The Son adored and nursed by the sweet Maid
A thousandfold of love for love repaid.

8  Heaven with transcendent joys her entrance graced,
Next to his throne her Son his Mother placed;
And here below, now she’s of heaven possessed,
All generations are to call her blessed.

(Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, slightly altered)
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O Jesu, who blest Mary did 
revere
Thomas Ken (1637-1711) is the inspiration for Martin Draper’s Hymn of the Month 
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Mary, Walsingham and Me
Former Guardian of the Shrine Betty Jarrett reflects on her relationship with Our Lady

S
ome 50 years ago I made my first
visit to Walsingham. I went in a
three wheeled Robin Reliant with

my husband and two very small chil-
dren. I did not know what to expect but
found a wonderful haven of tranquility
and beauty. It was January and there
were more pheasants in the fields than
pilgrims at the shrine. From then on I be-
came a regular visitor and pilgrim to the
shrine. Like so many pilgrims I soon
began to feel that coming to Walsing-
ham was ‘coming home.’ Thirty years or
so later I was astonished when I opened
my post to discover that I had been
elected to the College of Guardians of
the Shrine. It was an immense privilege to be only the
second female Guardian. My appointment even pro-
duced an invitation to be interviewed on Radio Norfolk.

The past 20 years as a Guardian have been fascinat-
ing. One of the early Chapter meetings I attended gave
considerable time to studying the proposals for redesign-
ing the Shrine gardens. It was decided to proceed and
was a brave venture. I cannot imagine anyone now miss-
ing the high privet hedging. The new refectory, The Mil-
ner Wing and the restoration of the Barn Chapel have all
happened over the last 20 or 30 years. I am one of those
old enough to remember the old green dining room and
laugh about queuing outside in the rain for meals. There
are others, my husband among them, who remember
even earlier days when meals were taken in the Pilgrim
Hall.

I spent a period during my time as a Guardian serv-
ing as a director of Parcevall Hall. This was the home of
Sir William Milner at Appletreewick in the Yorkshire
Dales. It was left as a bequest to the Shrine and now
serves as a retreat house for the Diocese of Leeds. The
gardens, however, which Sir William designed and
which were his great interest, are open for all to enjoy
from Easter until October. I find that the gardens and
their Stations of the Cross have the same air of peace and
calm as those in Walsingham. Whilst working towards
my diploma in Botanical Art I spent a week drawing and
painting the limestone flora.

Throughout these years I have discerned a deepen-
ing of my relationship with the Shrine. My first experi-
ences had been mild curiosity. I come from a staunchly
Methodist family so Shrines to Our Lady were some-
thing I had never experienced. My understanding grew
as I learned more and began to appreciate the work and
ministry of the Shrine. I became increasingly aware of
the depth of prayer which seems to be in the very soil
and air of the place.

For me, like so many pilgrims, Walsingham has be-

come a place of refuge. It is a place
where anyone, wherever they are on their
spiritual journey, can come to rest, think,
pray, seek counsel or meet any other
deep need. I remember bringing a doctor
friend for a first visit. He was amazed by
the wonderful atmosphere of the Shrine
and the garden. Walsingham is essen-
tially a very special place of healing re-
newal and rejoicing. For myself there
have been experiences of healing as var-
ious members of the family have been
privileged to receive healing in its di-
verse forms.

There are many examples of physical
healing. There is also much psychologi-

cal and spiritual healing. The ministry of healing and rec-
onciliation which is an integral part of any pilgrimage
can be a most moving experience. People burdened by
many troubles, worries and fears are offered a safe space.
They can leave their burden at Our Lady’s feet. As a psy-
chotherapist I particularly understand the value of a safe,
confidential space in which to unravel some of the com-
plexities of life.

For me, one of the important parts of pilgrimage is
lighting candles and then sitting in the Holy House to
offer up prayers for those for whom I have lit those can-
dles. My prayers are often for my children and grand-
children. It feels so right to be able to do this in that
special place. As a mother I feel that Our Mother Mary
can understand the feelings in my heart as she has expe-
rienced so much herself. We all have different experi-
ences of mothers and being mothered, some good and
some not so good. Whenever we come to Our Lady we
know that as the perfect mother she hears us and under-
stands. We do not have to cajole, manipulate or ‘choose
our moment’. We are accepted as we are with all our
hopes and fears. Mary will take all this to her Son who
himself is perfect love.

Walsingham is a place where all are made to feel
welcome, whether those on pilgrimage or casual visitors
who arrive as tourists and become pilgrims in a different
way. The welcome in reception, the loving service in the
refectory and accommodation, the jolliness of Nortons,
and the bustle of the shop all reflect the love and care of
Our Lord and his Mother. Our Lord, from his cross gave
us Mary as our mother. I often reflect on the wonderful
picture by Piero della Francesco in the gallery in San Se-
polcro in Italy. It shows Our Lady wearing a blue mantle
which encompasses a number of people. That encapsu-
lates Walsingham for me. We are all brothers and sisters
and are all gathered in this holy place in the loving
warmth of Our Blessed Lady who constantly points us
to her Son. ND
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T
he period between 1830 and 1960 was a time of
increased Marian devotion within the Roman
Catholic Church. There were a number of rea-

sons for this. Nuns from Marian religious orders with a
love of Mary were teaching primary school pupils and
were supporting this with popular sentimental hymns.
Institutes of academic Marian theology were being set
up throughout the Catholic world. The doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary had been declared by
Pope Pius IX in 1854 by Ineffabilis Deus (ineffable gift
of God). The Assumption of Mary into Heaven Munifi-
centissimus Deus (most bountiful God) declared by Pope
Pius XII in 1950. These dogmas separated the Catholic
Church from the rest of Christendom. A peak in Pius
XII’s pontificate (1939-1958) gave Mary a role as Medi-
atrix (intercessory role of Mary in salvific redemption);
and pilgrimages, Rosary and apparitions of Our Lady
took prominence. A fallacious belief held she had the
key to the back-door of heaven. The Roman Church was
thinking that Marian doctrine and devotion had to be re-
examined: the Second Vatican Council was an optimum
chance to do this. 

Pope John XXIII in January 1959, soon after he was
appointed, announced his intention to hold a general
council of the Church. This came as a complete surprise
and received hostility from some of the Curia in Rome.
The Council took place 1962-1965, going on much longer
than was expected with radical reforms. Each of the bish-
ops was allowed to bring personal advisers (periti from
the Latin word peritus meaning an expert) these included
women and non- Roman Catholics. The number of periti
increased as the Council progressed. Invitations were
sent to non-Roman Catholic Churches to attend but with-
out the right to speak or to vote. Observers had been in-
vited to attend previous councils, this was the first
council where it became a reality and travel was easier
and safer. At first several of the Orthodox Churches were
reluctant to send observers under these conditions but
agreed as the Council progressed. In the end all churches
agreed to send observers with the exception of the Bap-
tist and Pentecostal churches. As a result a dialogue was
developed which included further discussions on Marian
topics outside the council.

Vatican II did not promote as elevated Mariology as
some had wished. By including Mary in a document on
the Church in chapter VIII of Lumen Gentium some of
the anxiety of Reformed Churches was freed. Controver-
sial questions were left open and some rapprochement
between Catholics and Protestants was possible. It was
found that the various Orthodox Churches held Mary in
high esteem but without dogma. They could accept the
Immaculate Conception by means of the fact that they
did not accept the doctrine of original sin. Mary was a

girl who did not sin and so God could choose her to be
the mother of Jesus. The Coptic Church holds Mary in
high esteem with imaginative titles like ‘A light in the
Wilderness’; ‘Undefiled Innocence’; ‘The Ever Holy’
and ‘Ever Virgin’. They state Christ is worshiped and
Mary is venerated. The Ethiopian Church calls her a dou-
ble Virgin, a virgin in body and a virgin in spirit.
Catholic and Orthodox churches may not word their
Marian doctrine in the same way but they both have a
similar devotion to Mary; encouraging as this is, it has
led some to express the rather over optimistic view that
Mary could be the bridge to unity.

When the Mass was in Latin Pope Pius XII approved
the use of the Rosary during the liturgy, pausing at sig-
nificant moments like the Consecration. With the Mass
in the vernacular Pope Paul VI in his exhortation Mari-
alis Cultis 1974 commended the use of the Rosary in
preparation for Mass but not during the liturgy of the
Mass.

The commission of the Second Vatican Council
planned four Schemata (unit of understanding for discus-
sion). Before the Council began there was heated debate
if Mariology was to be a separate Schema. This was put
to the vote and by the narrowest of margins the decision
was made to avoid a separate Schema on Mary but to in-
clude it in the Schemata on the Church. Before the Coun-
cil discussed Mary there were five drafts which brought
the two sides to agreement on the procedure. A reason
why this seemed wise was that to proceed otherwise
would be a serious obstacle to ecumenism, a principle
objective of the council. Thus we find the conclusions
on Mary in Lumen Gentium chapter VIII (The Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of God in the Mystery of Christ
and in the Church) as the first document to be solemnly
proclaimed by Pope Paul VI on November 21st 1964. 

Mary is declared as the Mother of God – in Our Lord
Jesus the divine Son - as announced by the Angel Gabriel
(St. Luke 1:26-35). She is held as a member of the Church
occupying a place only second to Jesus. After an intro-
duction, the role of the Blessed Virgin in the Plan of Sal-
vation is proclaimed. Mary is mother of the Son of God,
a beloved daughter of God and temple of the Holy Spirit.
In this context she is a unique member of the Church as
a model of faith and charity. She is part of the mystery
of the Incarnate Word and the mystical body of the
Church. Mary is proclaimed as mother of Christ and also
mother of humanity, especially of faithful members of
the Church who should include priests. The Council did
not set out to give a complete doctrine of Mary.

The Role of the Blessed Virgin, the Plan of salvation
which is demonstrated in the Old and New Testament,
together with venerable tradition of the Church, gradu-
ally became clearer. She bears a son called Emmanuel

Blessed amongst women
John Gayford considers devotion to Mary before and after the Second Vatican Council



(meaning God with us) but stands
among the poor and humble of the
world, full of God’s grace and con-
fident with hope of salvation. It was
the Father’s will that the predes-
tined mother of his Son should give
her assent. ‘Be it unto me according
to your word,’ was Mary’s reply to
the angel Gabriel. She was able joy-
fully to show her Son to the shep-
herds and the Magi. Later she
presented Jesus in the temple, mak-
ing the offering of the poor. Simeon
predicted contradictions and pain.
Mary embraced her faithfulness
even to stand at the foot of the cross.
By these acts of devotion she is
united to her Son and shines as an
example prompting the faithful to
come to her Son. By bringing the
redeemer into the world Mary
showed her cooperation in God’s
plan of redemption and this is why
she can be called Mediatrix without
diminishing Christ in his role as the
sole mediator between God and
mankind. This according to the council fitted in with the
Immaculate Conception of Mary and her Assumption
into heaven. The Cult of the Blessed Virgin in the
Church accepts that Mary is rightly by grace exalted
above all humanity and the angels to a place after her
Son. From early Church history she is proclaimed as the
Holy mother of God. As she said recorded in St. Luke
1.48 All generations will call me blessed because the
Almighty has done great thing for me. Mary is the sign
of true hope and comfort for the pilgrim people of God.
The synod proclaimed with joy that separated brethren
might give honour together to Mary the Mother of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the time of council there were two different ap-
proaches to Marian doctrine. Christotypical is when
Mary is drawn into the divine plan as mother of God and
uniquely associated with her Son’s work of salvation
even as subordinate, an ‘Advocate’, ‘Helper’ and ‘Bene-
factress’. She progressed through these weaker titles to
“Mediatrix” with the hope that this could give ecumeni-
cal appeal. This view dominated Catholic thinking be-
fore the council. Ecclesiotypical in which Mary is a
fellow believer, as a member of the Church. This view
had ecumenical appeal as it embraced Mary as having
our shared orientation. It was by combining these two
approaches that further division in council was fore-
stalled. We note neither the dogma on the Immaculate
Conception of 1854 nor the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of 1950 were up for discussion. It was an
ecumenical council in attendance but the Vatican re-
tained control. In spite of any short-comings, advances
were made in understanding of the role of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. The Roman Catholic Church holds in ten-
sion both traditionalists who want to take the Church

back to teaching and to liturgy from
before the Second Vatican Council,
and those who want to progress in
modernism.

In the Anglican Church to-
wards the end of the 19th century
and the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury devotion to Mary significantly
increased. New churches were
being dedicated to Mary, stained
glass windows showed biblical
scenes depicting Mary became
popular. Beautiful statues of Our
Lady with votive candles appeared.
Marian shrines like Walsingham
were established or revived. Roman
Marian prayers were adopted for
Anglican use and the Angelus was
to be heard from Anglican Church
bells. Books were written by Angli-
can theologians, views were ex-
pressed that the Marian dogmas of
the Immaculate Conception and the
Assumption had been misunder-
stood. The Theotokos doctrine does
not threaten the divinity of Jesus

but has reference to the Annunciation making it scrip-
tural. Flowers and votive candles as a sign of Catholic
devotion to Our Lady are now more common in Angli-
can cathedrals and some parish churches. As a result of
Vatican II the subject of Mariology and devotion was
now open to Ecumenical dialogue with surprising agree-
ments. Mary’s unique vocation has a place within the
work of Christ and his Church and is backed by scripture
and a renewed interest in patristic writings. Lutheran and
Methodist could also join in this debate. The Anglican
Church has its own divide between Catholics and Protes-
tants, united on scriptural authority, but with different
interpretation of each text. 

The Second Vatican Council achieved its intention
of opening the doors and windows of the Roman
Catholic Church giving a new look at dogma and liturgy.
In this way other churches were able to share treasures
of the Catholic Faith in a new and more acceptable way
especially the Churches of the reformation. This was no-
table in terms of Marian doctrine and liturgy with the es-
tablishment of ongoing dialogues. The pictorial images
of Mary have transformed since the Second Vatican
Council. Before the Council she is depicted in royal
splendour with a gold crown on her head and a halo of
stars and could be seen as a rival to Our Blessed Lord in
full glory. After the Council she is seen as the mother of
Jesus with the infant Christ in her arms, or as the sad
mother at the foot of the cross as she watches her Son
die. The first image divided Catholics from Protestants
but the second image is acceptable to modern Catholics
and Protestants at the same time. Yet it is the same Mary
who is Mother of God who brings her divine Son to our
lives and in that way aids our salvation. We can ask for
her prayers now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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The Crucified Christ with the Virgin Mary,
Saints and Angels (The Mond Crucifixion)

Raphael, about 1502-3
The National Gallery, London; see p.28



Vierges Noires (Black Madonnas)
NOTRE-DAME DE SABART, TARASCON-SUR-ARIEGE

T
arascon-sur-Ariège has a memorable set-
ting surrounded by hills on all sides. The
chapel of ND de Sabart on the outskirts of

the town goes back in its origins to Charlemagne,
who dedicated a chapel of Our Lady of Victories to
commemorate a victory over the Saracens circa.
778. In part Romanesque, this chapel was substan-
tially restored in 1865.

The venerated Renaissance statue of Our Lady
(1), strictly not a BV, was solemnly crowned by the
then Bishop of Pamiers, Mgr Guiller, on June 7th

1954. Unusually she is ‘supported’ by the presence
of statues of Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fa-
tima (2) and particularly by ND de Meritxell (3), the
chief BV of Andorra, a shrine ‘twinned’ with ND
de Sabart since 2006.
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uWANDERING BISHOPu

Jonathan Baker

N
ever despair, never pre-
sume. I thought I’d got
away with it, and dodged

the Covid bullet. Then, on the Mon-
day after the Third Sunday in Lent,
first a touch of fever, and the faint
but unmistakeable second red line.
I had caught the virus, and while
soldiering on at the desk was just
about manageable, going out and
about to celebrate, baptise and con-
firm certainly was not. So hats off to
Bishop Peter Wheatley and Bishop
Robert Ladds, who ensured that
seven candidates (teenagers and
adults) could receive the sacraments
of initiation at St Matthew, Kens-
ington Olympia; and no fewer than
16 children at Holy Trinity, Hart-
land Road. What a blessing to have
such willing retired brother bishops,
to whom one can hand over with ab-
solute confidence and trust.

On the Solemnity of the Annun-
ciation, masked, I crept into the
Guild Church of St Andrew (‘Ful-
ham Towers’) here in Holborn for
the Friday lunchtime mass. Many of
you will know how large a church it
is – and, pressing myself against the
south wall, looked across to the
Lady Chapel in the north aisle
where mass was being offered for
the feast. I could just about hear the
words of the mass being spoken by
Fr Rimmer (a still freshly minted, if
not brand new, priest), and the re-
sponses of the small weekday con-
gregation. But I could see, clearly,
the manual actions and the Host and
Chalice being elevated at the conse-
cration. I imagined myself to be a
medieval peasant, gazing down the
church at the drama unfolding at the
altar. It was beautiful, and (of course
I did not go anywhere near the con-
gregation, let alone receive) I was
convicted afresh of how the impor-
tant thing is that the mass is offered,
and that by attending (in however
exiguous a fashion), we can unite

ourselves with the cosmic, saving,
action. The experience made the
various controversies about receiv-
ing Holy Communion in these
Covid times feel very silly indeed. 

I was fully recovered in time to
take a few days’ planned retreat in
Walsingham during Passion Week.
Of course, one can never truly be on
retreat (in the strict sense) at the
Shrine, and I was generously enter-
tained to supper first by Stephen
(formerly of this parish) and Jo
Parkinson, and then by the Vicar, Fr
Harri, and Mrs Clare Williams. Oth-
erwise, I really did keep myself to
myself and enjoyed the quiet and
the chance to read. Fr Kevin Smith
celebrated a beautiful early morning
mass each day with recollection and
unfussy reverence, the Shrine
Church swathed in purple veiling
and the high altar with its mosaic of
stone fragments exposed: austere,
powerful, elemental. The weather
was elemental too, my one attempt
at a serious walk thwarted by hail,
thunder, and lightning. A brief
glimpse of a growling and chilly
North Sea was enough, the library
in St Augustine’s the better part of
valour.

Palm Sunday brought some-
thing completely different. I had
been invited to preach at Hampton
Court Chapel by the Chaplain, Fr
Antony Howe. Resplendent in red
cassock, Fr Howe celebrated the
Prayer Book communion service,
arranged as an unarguably catholic
rite, with great dignity and the occa-
sional flourish. Though the boys

were on holiday, the choir was ex-
cellent. The congregation – regu-
lars, visitors, tourists – was large
and, I thought, attentive and very
appreciative. Concluding the mass
with the first verse of the National
Anthem provided an unexpected
thrill. ‘We’re so glad you’ve come,’
said one lady to me as we shook
hands at the west doors afterwards,
‘you’d be so useful in Sainsbury’s,
to reach things down from the top
shelf.’ The people of God (thank
God) keep us humble. 

What a joy and a privilege to
celebrate the Chrism Mass for the
Fulham clergy and people. What a
gathering! 70 concelebrants and
many more priests present, and the
church packed with laity. After the
desert of 2020 and a very limited cel-
ebration last year, the sheer pleasure
in being together without restriction
or qualification was palpable. The
congregational singing was thun-
derous. The liturgy was excellent,
and I can only say that without fear
of pride because of course the
bishop has the easy bit – turn up,
don’t get in the way, don’t fall over.
Which management consultant said
that the most important thing about
leadership is picking your team?
They were right, whoever they
were.

It’s not all church. Praise the
Lord, I tested negative in time to
take up a friend’s generous offer of
tickets to Peter Grimes at the Royal
Opera House. An amazing evening:
orchestra and chorus excellent, the
production very fine. But truly out-
standing was the quality of the three
principal male voices, just unparal-
leled in my experience of live opera.
It’s a haunting piece at any time but
particularly so when seen with Holy
Week not far away; the story of a
scapegoat, a hunted man, and a
cruel public who know not what
they do. ND



T
he Memorial Service for the
Duke of Edinburgh in the
fourth week of Lent was

moving and notable for an excellent
address by the Dean of Windsor
which portrayed the whole man and
one that was rooted in faith. He took
as his text words from Prince Philip’s
coat of arms in his stall in St
George’s Chapel ‘God is my help’.
Faith and leaving a world better than
he found it was at the heart of his
being and the context for an occa-
sional sharp or abrupt comment. The
service saw State Anglicanism at its
best. The Lenten array behind the
altar was complimented by the glit-
tering gold of the frontal. That
matched the golden copes of the
Chapter and the resounding alleluias
of one of the hymns. Huw Edwards,
that BBC ‘safe pair of hands’ re-
ferred to the address by the Duke of
Windsor (hastily corrected) and
seemed somewhat adrift with the
Margraves and Landburghers of the
Prince’s family. He missed entirely a
bevy of crowned heads, and made, in
the circumstances, an unnecessary
comment on Prince Andrew’s finan-
cial settlement. 

u
About to read a review of a new bi-
ography, I thought that I recognised
the name of the subject, Stephen
Crane, but could not place him. It be-
came obvious in the first paragraph
that he was, of course, the author of
The Red Badge of Courage. I had
read it in my teens as part of my bur-
geoning interest in the American
Civil War, ante and post bellum. I en-
joyed it, although failed to appreciate
its psychological depth. It seems to
have fallen  from favour; the re-
viewer noted, its absence from cur-
rent reading lists ‘depriving…
students of an important literary ex-
perience… relegating Crane to the
shadows’. It was published, in vari-
ous recensions, some 30 years after

the War, when it was still fresh in the
memory of many who had fought
and lived through it. The last sur-
vivor of the War, a Unionist, was Al-
bert Henry Woolson (1850-1956). The
last Confederate survivor rejoiced in
the name Pleasant Riggs Crump
(1847-1951). The novel’s principal
character is Henry Fleming, a private
in the Union Army. In his first taste
of action, he flees the battlefield.
Ashamed of his cowardice, made
worse by victory won by his com-
rades, he longs to be wounded to
wear with pride the red badge of
blood that would signify his courage.
He finds redemption in a battle in
which his regimental officers expect
to be defeated. As the standard-
bearer is shot, Fleming takes up the
regimental colours, rallies his com-
rades, and the day is won. It was
memorably filmed by John Houston
in 1951 and starred Audie Murphy, a
veteran of Word War II and a hero.
He was awarded the USA’s highest
honour for bravery in action, the
Medal of Honour, equivalent of our
Victorian Cross.

u
Stephen Crane was born in 1871. He
was a journalist and led a bohemian,
wayward life, (briefly and surpris-
ingly in Surrey), in which he crossed
Theodore Roosevelt, then Police
Commissioner of New York, later
President of the USA. Although his
last few years were less dissolute and
hectic, he died at the age of 28. As a
journalist, he covered conflict in
Cuba, where his bravery matched
that of Henry Fleming and gained the
admiration of professional officers.
His biography by Paul Auster, The
Life and Work of Stephen Crane is
published by Faber & Faber. £25.00.

u
Television dramas and films are no-
torious for the woefully inadequate
representation of Catholic ceremo-
nial and vesture. The recent series of

Father Brown (G. K. Chesterton’s
priest detective) had one of the most
egregious examples. At a Requiem
Mass, Fr Brown (Mark Williams)
wore a cassock and cotta under a
black Latin chasuble; the stole was
worn over the chasuble but was so
short if looked like a scarf and may
well have been a maniple in an ear-
lier life. The sartorial mélange was
topped by a biretta incorrectly worn
(no surprise there). He processed
with entwined fingers and hands
tucked under his generous stomach.
Remarkably, the coffin was sprin-
kled and censed but he moved
around it in the wrong direction. The
cosy crime series is set in the pictur-
esque fictional Kembleford. Fic-
tional indeed: every villager seems
to be Catholic, lapsed in several
cases, and the church is medieval and
irredeemably Anglican. Surely with
BBC resources you might reason-
ably expect the production team to
draw on expertise. But, to my amaze-
ment, the credits revealed that there
was an advisor and he was a priest. I
then discovered he is a Jesuit. No fur-
ther comment seems necessary.

u
Once, having given advice for the
adaptation of a P. D. James novel set
in an Anglican theological college, I
was telephoned a few weeks later by
one of the production team to be told
that he had discovered a ‘life-size
statue of the Sacred Heart’ and asked
whether such a statue would be
found in a theological college. ‘Only
in an ordinand’s room at St
Stephen’s House,’ I replied. Al-
though he was obviously disap-
pointed at being thwarted, I thought
it prudent not to suggest a statue of
the Infant of Prague as an alternative,
whose statue would have been found
there in a public space, at least then.
Is it still there? ND
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The Bishop of Lewes
It strikes me that through our Lenten observance we have
been seeking something like a pedicure with our whole
lives, seeking to scrape off the dead skin, the hardness
of our hearts before we prepare, all of us, to make our
own baptismal promises once again. To be anointed, as
it were, once again to do God’s work in the world. Whilst
our feet maybe our physical foundation God is the foun-
dation of our foundation. ‘Oh that today you will listen
to his voice. Harden not your hearts’

Much of what I say today is of course aimed at those
who are ordained – this is always an incredibly special
day for those who are gifted in being called priests and
deacons of God’s church. A day when we are reminded
of our call, of the promises that we made at ordination
but also for us all to reflect on the promises that were
made for us at baptism and that we made at confirmation
before we all on Easter day make those baptismal prom-
ises once again.

But are we ready to remake those promises? We no
doubt come today still full of worry and concern. Are we
ready? We come after a draught of Chrism. We come to
strip back the hardness of our hearts, to remember with
joy the anointing we received. But speaking personally,
I suspect there’s still much dead skin to be removed.
Much that needs to be scraped away to reveal the sweet
scent of Chrism. We have had the trauma of the pan-
demic. All that affected us personally, but also affected
our church, our spiritual lives, our congregations, every-
thing that we are, all that the clergy had to adjust and
seek to lead in different ways. So much change. So much
that concerned us and concerns us still. Will people come
back? How do we engage in this new nervous time with
the people who have had their very foundations shook?
How does the church engage with them anew? And then
I suspect there are some harnesses that have built up over
the years even before the pandemic. I think there’s a
hardness in the hearts of many Catholic Anglicans. We
have allowed our hardness to grow within us when
things haven’t always gone our way. We have a fear of
what the church will look like in five, ten, fifteen years
and we remain fearful of what may come that seeks to
divide us further. This all hardens our hearts. It too easily
can make us withdraw, retreat, encase our hearts in some
sort of steel armour so we can no longer hurt. And all
that is before the day-to-day life, the priestly and dia-
conal life, or the life of the baptised or confirmed. Full
of joys, yes, but full of small disappointments and fears,
anxiousness and concerns.

But today isn’t about seeking to fix any of those
things directly but it is about going back to the heart of
our call – to be reminded once again of that voice that
calls to each of us giving us our vocation, to recommit
to that priestly and diaconal life and if we do that, just as
we stand on the cusp of the great three days. That will

make everything possible because if you really capture
that call then we will live that life. A life that seeks to
recollect the unconditional love of God, his hope and his
joy. That is the charge that he gives each of us today. It
is that charge held so beautifully in that Gospel passage
that like so many of the events of Holy Week we are
called to put ourselves within that scripture, within that
life.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us because he has
anointed us to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
us to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind. To let the oppressed go free. To pro-
claim the year of the Lord’s favour. This scripture has
been fulfilled in our hearing. So let us go, renewed by
the sacraments we have received, armed with the tools
of the Church back into the world to proclaim God’s
love, God’s hope, God’s joy, God’s resurrection.

The Bishop of Richborough
We meet again as we are after a two-year gap, still re-
covering from Covid, facing new daily anxieties in the
Ukraine and an accelerating rise in the cost of living, per-
haps we need a few comfort blankets, some accessible
and supportive words of wisdom to help us through the
next few months and years.

Although our churches responded well to the chal-
lenges of the lockdown and I know we can share story
after story of ways in which we rose to the challenge –
learning new technologies, organising and supporting
food banks, maintaining as best as possible sacramental
worship, and keeping in touch with one another, the re-
ality is that our congregations have become smaller, our
confidence undermined and for many of us, our children
and young people have yet to return to church.

I thought more would have been made of the fact that
it is one hundred years since The Velveteen Rabbit was
first published. Written by Margery Williams it became
something of a bestseller in the 1970s and a regular illus-
tration in sermons and retreat addresses. Probably it was
overused and became so familiar it lost its impact and
appeal.

CHRISM SERMONS 2022 - HIGHLIGHTS
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The line we probably most remember comes in a
conversation between the Rabbit and the Skin Horse
about how ‘Real isn’t how you are made… It’s a thing
that happens to you’ and goes as follows: ‘Generally, by
the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved
off, and your eyes drop out, you get loose in the joints
and very shabby. But these things don’t matter at all, be-
cause once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to peo-
ple who don’t understand.’

We are here because we know that in this Chrism
Mass Liturgy, God speaks to us abundantly – waiting
only for us to be attentive, to listen and to respond – as a
gathered community and as Christian disciples. Within
the Catholic tradition we share together a rich treasury.
We have the bedrock of Scripture, the foundation stones
that are the writings of the Western and Eastern Fathers,
centuries of prayer and devotion, seven holy sacraments
and the prayers of the saints in heaven.

What more could we want or need as we pilgrimage
through life? And today is a day that brings all of these
together as we re-affirm our faith and in the blessing and
consecration of holy oil we rejoice in our salvation, peo-
ple of God born again of water and the Spirit.

The last two years have been difficult and complex
for us all. Everyone has experienced and continues to ex-
perience anxiety which often manifests itself in a loss of
energy and confidence. I’ve felt it, we have all felt it. For
me- maybe for you – more hair rubbed off, eyesight fad-
ing, a few more aches and pains – an inch on the waist!

And so, as Holy Church requires, speaking to you
the clergy, my message this year is – don’t be too hard
on yourselves. It is going to take a long time to recover,
and I know many of you are worrying and fretting. So
today, the first time we have been able to meet together
for such a long time, is about renewing our faithfulness
to Christ as ministers of Word and Sacrament, humbly
focussed on living out our vocation as priests and dea-
cons.

And to you my beloved brothers and sisters, know-
ing how vulnerable we all are, encourage your priests
and pastors sharing with them as best you can the privi-
leges and responsibilities of life in Christ.

From Margery Williams to my friend Saint Teresa
of Avila, one of the great spiritual giants. Speaking en-
couraging words to her sisters, in the convent of Saint
Joseph, Teresa wrote this:

‘Imagine the Lord himself is at your side and see
how lovingly and humbly he is teaching you…

Christ is a very good friend because we behold him
as man and see him with weaknesses and trials 

and he is company for us.
Do you think it is a small thing to have such a

friend as this?’

The Bishop of Wakefield
As I journey around the churches I see many different
versions circulating at this present time; some of which
I could never have thought of: Messy Church, Sweaty
Church, Sporty Church, Forest Church, Active Church
and Muddy Church to name just a few. All that made me

think about what we are celebrating today: the Chrism
Mass, the original Smelly Mass, for it is this mass that
makes the oils for our sacraments, those most fragrant
offerings of God’s fragrant people.

The sacraments join us humans to the spiritual realm
and so our sacred liturgies necessarily engage our
senses. Sound and light are perhaps the most obvious,
for the liturgy is sacred drama, with sounds of prayer and
song, bell and organ, and sights of processions and pos-
tures, fabric and metal, art and architecture, by light of
candle or leaded window. But taste also comes into play
as well, as the accidents of bread and wine veil Sacred
Flesh and Blood. Touch also, as oil and water and even
skin-upon-skin effect the sacraments.

But even that least considered member, the nose, and
perhaps that most neglected sense, smell, are drawn into
the mysteries by aromas not just of palm, olive and per-
fume, but of smoke, incense and ashes, bread and wine,
oil and wax, flowers and pine needles.

Anointing is mentioned in our readings today. The
prayer of consecration of the Chrism reminds us
“through the sacred mystery of this anointing oil, you
have bestowed upon the human race the manifold riches
of your grace, that your sons and daughters, born again
in the font of baptism, may be strengthened by the
anointing of the Spirit; and, being conformed to your
Christ, they may receive a share in his office of prophet,
priest, and king”.

Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination and Anointing
for the Sick and Dying are all sacraments of smell. There
we encounter the scents of Christian initiation, vocation
and healing, the true odours of sanctity. And these ordi-
nary means of salvation receive their extraordinary
meaning and power from that Sacred Triduum which we
will soon be celebrating.

Come Good Friday there will be even more con-
fronting pong of human bodies, torture, and death:
blood, sweat and tears, leather, wood and iron, vinegar
and hyssop, dank tomb, and funerary spices. Our final
smell is the very one with which the Lord’s story began,
as the lords of the earth honoured and warned the infant
King with myrrh, the spice murmuring that his life would
be short and sacrificial. Now we smell that herb once
more, on that day when humanity kills its God and God
enters the deepest solidarity with the suffering and dead.
God descends to the Limbo of all victims of human hate



and indifference. Good Friday smells of cruelty and
oblivion.

Yet the Good Friday stench, we know, is not the end.
Easter begins with the smells of disappointed apostles
huddled in a locked room, of confused holy women with
their unused spices, of sweaty Peter and John running to
an empty tomb. But there are also the perfumes of a gar-
den where the Magdalene mistakes the Risen Lord for
gardener, and of bread when excited disciples recognise
Him at the first Eucharists. People speak of the odour of
sanctity associated with the remains of saints: how much
more beautiful must the source of that perfume have
been, our Risen Lord?

If the scents of today’s celebration tell of service and
anxiety, Good Friday those of violence and grief, Easter
Day will be the perfumes of triumph and hope. But it all
begins today as we smell the beginnings of the sacra-
ments that will mediate those moods and mysteries to us
and the beginnings of the priesthood that will be agents
of those graces. So today in our Smelly Mass, thanks be
to God for the gift of the sacraments! Thanks be to God
for all the priests who dispense them!

The Bishop of Fulham

All month a smell of burning, of dry peat
smouldering in the bogs.
Even the birds have stopped singing,
the aspen does not tremble.

The god of wrath glares in the sky,
the fields have been parched since Easter.
A one-legged pilgrim stood in the yard
with his mouth full of prophecies:

‘Beware of terrible times…the earth
opening for a crowd of corpses.
Expect famine, earthquakes, plagues,
and heavens darkened by eclipses.

‘But our land will not be divided
by the enemy at his pleasure:
the Mother-of-God will spread
a white shroud over these great sorrows.

From the burning wood drifts
the sweet smell of juniper.
widows grieve over their brood,
the village rings with their lamentation.

If the land thirsted, it was not in vain,
nor were the prayers wasted;
for a warm red rain soaks
the trampled fields.

Low, low hangs the empty sky,
tender is the voice of the supplicant:
‘They wound Thy most holy body,
They are casting lots for Thy garments.’

This World War I poem immediately made me think of
the terrible situation in Ukraine: mothers grieving for the
children, the sound of lamentation, defiance in the face
of the enemy who would divide the land at his pleasure.
It was therefore startling to discover that the author was
the Russian poet Anna Akhmatova, who was born in
1889 in Odessa – now Ukraine’s Black Sea port, but then
in the Russian Empire. She died in 1966, having lived
most of her adult life as a citizen of the Soviet Union.
The poem, entitled ‘July 1914’, was written in commem-
oration of the declaration of war by Germany on Russia.
Read today, it reminds us of the horrors of war, transfer-
able from one conflict to another, but which also forces
us to reflect on some of the complexities of the history
of the nation and people of Ukraine in their grievous suf-
fering. 

It’s also a deeply Christian piece. In the dead and
wounded of Ukraine, the Body of Christ is in agony, the
suffering of the members the suffering of the Head. And,
as been pointed out so many times in the past weeks and
months of this dreadful time, the agony is all the sharper
because, overwhelmingly, those who suffer do so at the
hands of members of the same spiritual family, the same
communion: they suffer at the hands of their brothers
and sisters in the Lord.

All of us here who have been called by the Lord and
His Church to the sacred ministry can use the opportu-
nity at this mass of renewing the promises made at our
ordination to reflect on our own ministry in the light of
those words spoken to us when we were ordained.
Where are we with the Lord in the stewardship of his
flock? We are far away from this conflict which never-
theless feels so close. Yet we know that in our ministry
in this nation, this city, in our parishes and institutions:
that every day is a day of fresh commitment, a fresh de-
cision under God, to strive (despite our weaknesses and
in the power of the Holy Spirit) to be good shepherds and
stewards of the flock. So, with the life of the deacon, the
priest, the bishop, in Christ, as with that of all the bap-
tised, all the whole people of God: it begins, and it con-
tinues, day by day, in our own hearts, in prayer and in
repentance for our sins. 

At the heart of the Chrism Mass sit the blessing and
consecration of the Holy Oils. Each of these, so often
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called the ‘tools of the trade’ for priests and bishops, is
composed of olive oil, the Oil of Chrism having balsam
mixed in. Olive oil, in Scripture and in the ancient world,
was considered good for many things and we think not
only of the oil, the fruit of the olive tree, but of the tree
itself. For it was of course a freshly plucked olive leaf
which the dove bore in its mouth when it returned to
Noah for the second time, as he waited in the ark for the
flood waters to recede. Then Noah knew that the waters
had subsided and that the olive tree was alive and grow-
ing and there was new life upon the earth. The dove’s
olive branch signified, therefore, a fresh start for human-
ity, and for peace and reconciliation between God and
humankind. The olive branch is a sign, the Cross is the
fulfilment; the ministry in which we share that of Christ
crucified and risen for our salvation – the word which,
instructively, is in Greek, also means ‘healing.’ 

The poem which prompted these thoughts on war,
ministry, and reconciliation ends with the image of
Mary, the theotokos, spreading out a shroud over the sor-
rows surely calls to mind the Protecting Veil of the
Mother of God, one of the great feasts of Orthodoxy dat-
ing from the tenth century and particularly dear to the
Orthodox of Ukraine. May Blessed Mary, the Queen of
Peace, pray for peace in Ukraine, for peace in the world,
for peace in our homes and in our hearts. May Mary the
Queen of Priests pray for you my brothers and strengthen
you in your ministry – the ministry for which we are so
thankful. May Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us all,
now and at the hour of our death.

The Bishop of Chichester
‘They shall repair the ruined cities’

As Jesus unfolds the scriptures that speak about his
identity and mission, today’s reading from Isaiah gives
us some sense of the effect of his saving work.

The spiritual and moral processes of liberation that
are good news for the poor also give shape to the built
environment where freedom and justice flourish. The re-
pair of the earthly city is an emblem of the year of the
Lord’s favour, the year of Jubilee.

Poor quality housing, schools and hospitals, along
with overcrowded roads that pollute community space –
these are the evil signs of institutional greed which cor-
rodes relationships and contaminates the earth. And then
there is continuing atrocity in Ukraine. The images from
that warzone should be like icons in our liturgy this year,
illuminating the power of truth and love in our celebra-
tion of the paschal mystery of Easter. And the power of
that work is, quite literally, in your hands as I was re-
minded by a photograph of two Ukrainian army chap-
lains conducting the marriage of a young couple serving
in the army. 

Over their combat uniforms they wore the orthodox
style stole and the two ornamented cuffs (epimanikia)
which are a sign of ordained ministry in that tradition.
These cuffs gave an extraordinary emphasis to the hands
of the two priests and what they were making possible. 

Surrounded by the debris and impact of hostility,
priests and laity together were enacting a profound com-

mitment to unity in its most intimate form of mutual self-
giving, and to their part in shaping a new society, a
protest of love arising from the ashes of war. They were
starting to repair the ruined cities.

The epimanikia cuffs are a small detail that reminds
us of the work God entrusts to us. 

The newly-weds, kneeling in the dust of a Ukrainian
outpost, are one example of that. But so is the person you
anoint with the oil of the sick in an overheated flat,
smelling of neglect. So too is the gorgeous baby you bap-
tise and mark with the oil of catechumens. And so is the
56 year old that episcopal hands confirm, sealing the gifts
of the Holy Spirit with the oil of Chrism in the cross
marked between tattoos on the forehead, a perpetual re-
minder of how grace transforms us but does not re-write
our history.

The demands and sorrows of the recent past will also
be written in the hands of deacons, priests and bishops
as we renew our joyful commitment to the Lord’s serv-
ice. It has sometimes been difficult to summon up the
imagination and energy to repair the ruined cities, which
in terms of our parishes and Church institutions will be
about nurturing and re-nurturing our congregations as
missionary disciples; recovering the rhythms of silence,
retreat, study, reflection, and holding the barbs, the en-
thusiasms and the sorrows of those we serve.

Thanks be to God for my partners in the gospel who
go on being a sign of hope and encouragement for the
people they serve in the name of Jesus Christ. He knows
you and loves you, and he says this to you: ‘Give me
your hand, put it into my side’. For Thomas, that en-
counter with the risen Lord was a moment of re-invigo-
ration in his vocation and faith, as he responds, “My
Lord and my God.” For us, the wounded side of Jesus is
the source of sacramental life – water and blood, baptism
and the Eucharist.

Immerse yourselves, at his invitation, in the grace of
these gifts and remember with joy and confidence these
words of ordination encouragement:

Know what you are doing and imitate the mystery
you celebrate: model your life on the cross of our glori-
ous Saviour, Jesus Christ.
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uTHE WAY WE LIVE NOWu

Christopher Smith

L
ast autumn, I was not sur-
prised to see a headline in
the Church Times that ran,

‘Move to online worship a loss, not
a gain, say universities’ researchers’.
Some academics had spent a year
studying the matter, and had pro-
duced a report entitled ‘British Rit-
ual Innovation under Covid-19’.
Their conclusion was that, ‘by al-
most every metric, the experience of
pandemic rituals have (sic) been
worse than those that came before
them. They are perceived as less
meaningful, less communal, less
spiritual, less effective, and so on’.

Online worship was always
going to be fraught with danger for
low-tech clergy, which, let’s face it,
is most of us.  And, however good
the AV, microphones can still end
up in the wrong place, and cameras
at the wrong angle.  Hark how Fa-
ther bellows the hymns into his clip-
mic.  Behold that server taking the
crucifix to the back by carrying it
over his shoulder like a builder car-
rying a drainpipe.  And did you see
that bishop in his garden on Holy
Saturday suffering the indignity of
his little paschal candle crashing to
the ground during one of the read-
ings?

The Church Times article was
illustrated by a still of the famous
celebration of the Holy Communion
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in
his kitchen during the period when
clergy were banned (or not, depend-
ing on how history is currently being
revised) from going into their own
churches at Easter 2020.  There’s the
family calendar hanging from a
door-handle on the Welsh dresser
behind him, with the Portmeirion
visible through the glass.  People
certainly wanted something rather
than nothing, yet the researchers ob-
served ‘both considerable innova-
tion in, and deep-seated
dissatisfaction with, digital worship
during the pandemic.  There have

been important positive develop-
ments and adaptations which will
strengthen British religious life in
the long term, but for most people,
the move to online ritual has been
one of loss, not gain’.

Here in Holborn, we put out
pre-recorded material rather than at-
tempt live broadcasts, but the point
is the same: people wanted to be
worshipping together, which is why
most of us didn’t hesitate to open up
again as soon as the law allowed.
Christians instinctively know that
there is a difference between watch-
ing and worshipping, and we can
only enter fully into worship by
being present.  And, as Catholic
Christians, we understand that the
fullness of worship is found when
we are together at mass, when Jesus
assures us of his presence—‘Do this
for my recalling’.

So it was wonderful to see peo-
ple bouncing back into church in the
summer of 2020, and, in a somewhat
less Tiggerish fashion, re-returning
as the ‘wave’ of early 2021 began to
abate.  But there are problems which
we are still working through, and to
which we need to be alive.  The in-
stitutional Church of England esti-
mates that it has lost something like
20% of its worshipping community
since March 2020.  That’s a shocker
of a statistic, and some other denom-
inations are reporting an even
greater reduction.  And, as I look
around church now, I am aware that,
although we’ve gained a few, num-
bers are indeed down: there are peo-
ple who have become less frequent
attenders, some now worship on an-
other shore, and a larger number
have grown increasingly frail as
2020 passed into 2021.  Some have
suffered mentally, and some are now
almost too afraid to leave their flats
and re-enter normal society.

I do think the government’s
‘fear’ messaging, embraced by the
Church of England, has to bear some

responsibility for that.  Perhaps the
fierce ‘nudging’ (such as those par-
ticularly blunt ‘People will die’
posters) ought to be considered by
the forthcoming Public Inquiry.  We
seem to have discovered that it is
quite easy to put people into a state
of fear, but rather harder to bring
them out of it!  A friend of mine died
of heart failure in April last year hav-
ing been very cautious about leaving
home. I suppose the system believed
it was protecting him—he was eld-
erly and rather vulnerable—but the
restrictions and the fear with which
they were enforced in fact denied
him any social life in what turned
out to be his last year.  He wasn’t al-
lowed to take the risk.  Whatever
happened to the original pandemic
plan of ‘Keep calm and carry on’?

Well, the Public Inquiry into our
national response to the epidemic is
beginning its work, chaired by
Heather Hallett (now Baroness Hal-
lett), who, until recently, was Vice-
President of the Criminal Division
of the Court of Appeal.  She is no-
body’s fool, and I do hope she con-
siders, among many other things, the
use of the ‘Nudge Unit’, officially
the ‘Behavioural Insights Team’ at
the Cabinet Office, and its pandemic
offspring, ‘SPI-B’.  It was one thing
using social engineering to try to get
people to install loft insulation, but
making them too terrified to leave
home is quite another.  

I also think that, to paraphrase
the Watergate questions, we should
be asking ‘What did we know, and
when did we know it?’  From thence
flow many other questions, and we
could ask some in church life too.
Why did it take so long for there to
be any pushback against govern-
ment policy, and why were we told,
in many respects, to go beyond it?
Maybe we need our own ecclesiasti-
cal enquiry.  Any suggestions as to
who might chair it? ND
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uTREASURE IN CLAY JARSu

Festus

I
mages of the martyred St Sebas-
tian often present a muscular
male torso, tied to a tree or pil-

lar, and pierced with numerous ar-
rows. But such a holy depiction was
not what did for the Rev Michael
Todd. He fell into the trap of ‘liking’
graven images on Twitter showing
male nudity and a bit more besides,
adding comments and hashtags too.
Southwark Diocese PR officer Rev
Cn Wendy Robins was monitoring
the Twitter feeds of local clergy in
search of good news to ‘share’ and
promote. Coming across Todd’s in-
terest in naked men posts, she
showed them to her Archdeacon
(Jane Steen, now Bishop of Lynn)
and a CDM ensued. Then a tribunal,
where Todd pleaded he was ‘appre-
ciating naturism’, and the posts were
over two years in the past. He was
found guilty of misconduct and sub-
ject to ‘an official rebuke’. But the
tribunal also had ‘concerns about the
haste with which proceedings were
initiated and the absence of engage-
ment before proceedings were
started’. And this in the ultra-liberal,
diverse Diocese of Southwark!
Matthew 7.1 for some reconciliatory
Bible Study.

u
Many clergy will say that emer-

gency baptism is a very bittersweet
duty. It usually involves grabbing
book, stole and oil and rushing to a
maternity ward. But it was a novel
justification used by the Rev Clive
Evans in defending himself last De-
cember. He had received a request
during breakfast from a family to
perform a baptism later in the day,
but as he was due to go on holiday at
the same time, he went immediately,
stripped to his boxer shorts and per-
formed the necessary rite using the
bath for full immersion. After com-
plaints brought it to a tribunal, the
panel disagreed it was an emergency
(no ‘imminent danger of death’ or
‘extreme urgency which might con-
ceivably be imagined to justify a

state of semi-nakedness’). The unan-
imous conclusion was that Evans
had ‘engaged in conduct unbecom-
ing or inappropriate to the office and
work of a clerk in Holy Orders’. He
has been suspended from ministry
by the Diocese of Hereford for six
months. There’s a lot to be said for
holding ceremonies in church, and
keeping your cassock on.

u
What is it with Old Etonians and

the law? Boris Johnson was issued
with a fine on Holy Tuesday for the
lockdown parties. The day after,
Archbishop Welby said he still
thinks the Rustat Memorial in Jesus
College, Cambridge, should go. The
Ely Deputy Chancellor ruled the
proposal had not been ‘sufficiently
clearly justified…and founded upon
a mistaken understanding’. 

u
Pope Francis has granted the title

of Monsignor to (Bishop) Michael
Nazir-Ali. ‘Michael has worked for
Christian unity throughout his min-
istry and supported the Ordinariate,
albeit from outside it, since its erec-
tion in 2011,’ said fellow former An-
glican Mgr Keith Newton, the
Ordinariate’s Ordinary. He is surely
the first Roman Catholic monsignor
to have laid hands on a woman in or-
dination to the priesthood, as he then
understood it. We are all on a jour-
ney indeed, and some very much
more than others.

u

Titles are tricky things. Rowan
Williams was elevated to the peer-
age upon finishing as the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, like his
predecessors, becoming Baron
Williams of Oystermouth. So he is
the Rt Revd Lord; and archbishop is
a job title so reverts to bishop within
the threefold order. He’s also a Privy
Counselor (so Rt Hon) and a profes-
sor too, which gets lost in the mix,
although does give a choice of styles
that can be matched like hats to au-
dience or occasion. And he is habit-
ually introduced or referred to as
Archbishop anyway (not always his
preference). On a visit to Ukraine
last month, he introduced himself as
‘Archbishop’ to a small group which
honoured his hosts and reflects the
trend for holding onto the form,
much like US presidents who con-
tinue to be ‘Mr President’ for life as
a courtesy title. It relates, they claim,
to the office and not the man.

u
Richard Coles is always intro-

duced as ‘The Reverend Richard
Coles’. Now retired from St Mary
the Virgin, Finedon, he hopes to re-
main active in ministry in Chichester
diocese, and will surely keep his
broadcasting hand in. (Is there any
show he hasn’t been on?) But please
someone give him a stall. In Many
ways he took over from RC Father
Brian Darcy, and before that was
much-loved national treasure Canon
Roger Royle. ‘Canon Coles’ has a
nice ring.

u
The Church of England comms

team excelled itself last month. Post-
ing daily on Instagram during Holy
Week it followed Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday with ‘Easter Satur-
day’ (on Holy Saturday) and on
Easter Monday the post and picture
caption was ‘Acsension Day’ [sic]
with ‘Mary, Mother of Jesus’ Story’.
Literacy, even religious, is clearly
not necessary at Church House. ND
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uBOOKS u ARTS u CULTUREu

ERNEST SHEARMAN
Ecclesiastical Architect 
Diana Beckett
2QT Publishing, 2021
ISBN 978 1 91408 321 1. 

Over the course of the 19th century,
the population of England ex-
panded greatly. Just from 1800 to
1833, the year of Keble’s Assize ser-
mon, it increased from slightly over
5 million to 13 million, though
these bald figures mask the vast ex-
pansion of towns. It was taken as
given that churches were needed for
the expanded communities. Even in
1799, William Cleaver, the Bishop
of Chester, delivered a charge to his
clergy pointing out the discrepancy
between population and accommo-
dation in churches. Once the
Napoleonic Wars were over, the
Government moved to pass the
Church Building Act of 1818 (see
M.H. Port’s book ‘Six Hundred New
Churches’ for the story). 

Soon, under the inspiration of
the Oxford Movement and the
Cambridge Camden Society, Pugin
and other architects like Gilbert
Scott, Butterfield, Street, Bodley and
Pearson became household names,
and Gothic became the defining
style of the great nineteenth century
churches that defined many towns
and cities. As the 19th century ran
to its end, not only were fewer
churches being built, but those that
were constructed were in a different
style to those built at the height of
the Gothic Revival, as ‘Middle
Pointed’ was no longer the default
setting.

The subject of this book,
Ernest Shearman (1859 – 1939),
did not start designing the churches
described here until he was nearly
fifty. He had been articled to Sir
Charles Barry Jr. (son of the archi-
tect of the Houses of Parliament),
attending lectures by George Street

and Norman Shaw, and receiving
some instruction from John Lough-
borough Pearson; after several years
as Barry’s assistant, he took his fam-
ily to Argentina for three years, de-
signing various buildings (many on
the railways) as well as his first
church project. Returning to Eng-
land in 1891, he became the resi-
dent architect for the rebuilding of
Sandringham House, followed by
the construction of the now-van-
ished Cheveley House near New-
market. 

Shearman undertook much do-
mestic work in a lower register,
often influenced by the Arts and
Crafts style. In the case of some
books you wonder what inspired
the author to write it. Well, in this
case, it is a very personal link with
a house. In 1899 Shearman de-
signed a house in the Arts and
Crafts style in Winchester for his
mother; it was given the name Byr-
nelmscote, After his mother’s death
in 1909, Shearman went to live
there; the author’s mother bought
Byrnelmscote, which now goes
under the name of Stapenhill, in
1953, and it became part of her life
for sixty years. It is now a Grade II
listed building.

He went into independent
practice in 1900 and started church
work, first on extending existing

buildings (e.g. St Mark’s, Leicester
and Christ Church, Wimbledon),
then moving on to whole churches.
By now the climate for the work
had changed. Unlike the prolific ar-
chitects of the Victorian age, he
only built six churches: - S. Barn-
abas, Ealing; S. Gabriel, North
Acton; S. Matthew; Wimbledon; S.
Francis of Assisi, Osterley; S. Barn-
abas, Temple Fortune (now a Cop-
tic church), and S. Silas the Martyr,
Kentish Town, of which the last
named is probably the most familiar
to many readers of New Directions. 

Shearman wasn’t just an archi-
tect; he often designed the furnish-
ings for his churches, including the
striking baldaccchino over the High
Altar at St. Silas. He built mainly in
brick, in the Gothic mode. In this
respect, his style was probably in-
fluenced by churches in Northern
Italy, built by the mendicant orders,
the Franciscans and Dominicans;
he would have seen these on visits
to Italy with Street. The tenor of the
designs is simple, though there is
sometimes a rose window with trac-
ery in the Flamboyant style. Of
course, brick architecture is found
much wider afield in Europe, just
think of the astounding southern
French cathedral of Albi, which in-
spired late-Victorian architects in
England, including J. L. Pearson’s St
Augustine’s Kilburn, making an-
other possible link to Shearman
(see John Thomas, Albi Cathedral
and British Church Architecture, The
Ecclesiological Society, 2002). Then
there is la ville rose, Toulouse, and
its great Dominican church, les Ja-
cobins.

The book is extremely well il-
lustrated in colour, with plentiful il-
lustrations, printed on very high
quality paper, and was obviously a
labour of love to the author. This
interesting book is very much rec-
ommended to readers.

Simon Cotton  
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THE WHITE STONE
The art of letting go
Esther de Waal   
Canterbury Press 2021 
ISBN 978 1 78622 401 9 

‘Loveliest of trees, the cherry now/
is hung with bloom along the
bough…/About the woodlands I
will go/ to see the cherry hung with
snow’ wrote A.E.Housman. Evoca-
tive lines typical of many selected
by Esther de Waal to excite our
wonder in creation. Her gift, as with
many spiritual writers, is of remind-
ing her readers of facets of disciple-
ship, and her selection of
quotations that have been her re-
minder over her long years are a
key resource. The Housman quota-
tion got me waiting for my own
cherry tree’s blossoms with new ex-
pectancy. The author describes her-
self processing her move from a
country cottage in the Welsh
Marches to Oxford bringing in-
sights into the letting go of place,
people and possessions. The white
stone is one taken from a stream by
her relinquished cottage which she
associates with Revelation 2.17, ‘To
the one that overcometh… will I
give a white stone and in the stone
a new name written’.

De Waal takes us on a farewell
journey around her cottage and its
surroundings meditating upon the
natural elements of earth, air, water
and fire. I enjoyed her ability,
demonstrated throughout this well
written book, to ‘take upon the
mystery of things, as if we were
God’s spies’ (Shakespeare). Grow-
ing older with time on her hands
she is able to meditate upon nature
and spy, for example, the flow of life
and time shining out of flowing
water. Her thoughts are well in-
formed by the Christian tradition of
spiritual direction, as in her reflec-
tion on fire from the Desert Fathers:
‘Abbot Lot went to see Abbot
Joseph and said to him, ‘Abba, as far
as I can I say my little office, I fast a
little, I pray and meditate, I live in
peace and as far as I can, I purify my
thoughts. What else can I do?’ Then

the old man stood up and stretched
his hands towards heaven. His fin-
gers became like ten lamps of fire
and he said to him, ‘If you will, you
can become all flame.’ 

The invitation to be set afire
with the loving mercy of God and
become his instrument is at the
heart of this short yet challenging
book. Creative development in spir-
itual life is presented in tandem
with letting go, under discernment,
of things, people and places as
preparation for letting go of life it-
self. ‘Every important creative act
has this duality: of giving every-
thing and then letting go, so that
the created thing can have a life of
its own’ (Celia Paul). Jesus shows
us by his life, death and resurrec-
tion the God who made and loves
us and lets us go into perilous free-
dom with its option of self-empty-
ing. De Waal returns again and
again to the balance of truth and
mercy in God as in her reflection on
Henri Nouwen’s ‘The Return of the
Prodigal Son’ depicted by Rem-
brandt. ‘The father rushes out to
meet him, and without waiting for
any confession or guilt-ridden apol-
ogy, he kisses him and places his
hands in blessing on the son’s
shoulders. Those two hands are in-
teresting: the right hand is gentle,
almost making a caressing move-
ment; the left is firm and strong, as
though instilling strength. Pro-
foundly moved by the picture,
Henri Nouwen said that looking at
it had brought him a whole new in-
terior understanding of tenderness,
mercy and forgiveness… the vast

joy that is the life of God large
enough to gather all sorrow and
transcend it’. 

This is a book under the
shadow of death which is the ulti-
mate letting go to access the white
stone of paradise. The author
moves from her beloved family cot-
tage to protected communal hous-
ing mindful of death as her next
move. Letting go of this world
brings responsibilities to those we
need to be reconciled with. ‘If we
die leaving our brother, daughter,
friend with the wrong they have
done us unforgiven, not only are
they left with this burden to carry
forward for as long as they live, we
also leave them the knife-edge of
our rancour to twist in the wound’
(Pauline Matarasso). This brings to
mind what many suffer at the hands
of those who commit suicide. De
Waal illustrates the converse to ran-
cour in the testament of the Trap-
pist monastic superior murdered by
terrorists in Algeria 1994. After his
death the book was opened and it
he prays for grace ‘to forgive with
all my heart the one who would
strike me down’. Letting go of ran-
cour is the pinnacle of letting go in
preparation for death which we are
encouraged to face up to as realisti-
cally as we can. 

A graphic example is given of
the US Trappist monastery with a
very simple wooden cross hung be-
hind the altar. This is taken down
to mark the grave of the next
brother to die and a new one hung
in its place, making death a natural
part of life. The Paschal element of
Christianity - passing from death to
life in body, mind and spirit - is cap-
tured through Esther de Waal’s clos-
ing reflection upon Christ’s Letting
Go captured through the Stations of
the Cross.  This concludes with the
poetry of St Ephrem:  ‘Our Lord was
trodden underfoot by death, and in
turn trod upon death as upon a
road ... he came to the Virgin, so
that he might receive from her a
chariot on which to ride to the un-
derworld. In the body he has as-
sumed he entered death’s domain,
broke open its strong-room and
scattered its treasure’. Permeated by
such bold faith and insight into



deepening the sense of our need for
mercy this book will be a blessing
to all seeking to head forward in
their Christian life by losing more
of the attachments holding us back.

John F Twisleton 

WHAT DO YOU SEEK?
Wisdom from the Religious
Life for Today’s World
John Francis Friendship  
Canterbury Press, 2021
ISBN 978 1 78622 345 6

Anglican Religious Life was de-
scribed by a former Archbishop of
Canterbury as the Church’s ‘best
kept secret.’ It has never been large
and even in its heyday, between
1920 and 1970, was probably un-
known to the large majority of An-
glicans who assumed that all monks
and nuns were Roman Catholics. In
the last few decades, like its Roman
counterpart, Anglican religious life
has shrunk drastically. Several com-
munities are clearly on the way to
extinction, gracefully and coura-
geously. All of us wonder whether
we have a future beyond a decade
or two. 

Such fragility is good for us. It
keeps us humble, or should do, and
keeps us dependent on God. Yet,
the Religious Life does have things
to say to the Church. It draws on a
tradition that goes back to Gospel
times. It has different priorities and
lives out the Christian life in ways
that challenge and sometimes illu-
minate the more standard Christian
paths. It is, maybe, not for us to say
what these are, but it is good when
others point to them.

Fr Friendship has done us a
service in putting together this
book. It is not a standard history
but gathers experience and teaching
on aspects of the Religious life.
Much of this teaching is from An-
glican Religious of past and present
though naturally some from the
broader Catholic tradition is to be
found as well. The material is
arranged under a wide variety of
headings which makes it a good
book to pick up and read anywhere.
Some names are well known – Gre-

gory Dix and Fr Benson for in-
stance, others like Dame Osyth and
Mother Millicent introduce deep
teaching on prayer from the hidden
world of enclosed monastic life. All
is well chosen and shows how sen-
sible and strong the Religious Life
once was in the Anglican Commun-
ion. It is a challenge to those of us
who remain to live up to this past
witness.

When people visit us they
often ask ‘What do you do?’ and
even today an impressive list of ac-
tivities can be given. What Reli-
gious did in the past can absolutely
amaze present day readers with its
tally of schools, orphanages, hospi-
tals, parish work, missions at home
and abroad, not to mention theo-
logical training, retreats and the
sheer work of keeping large guest
houses going. However, the ques-
tion misses the point. Fr Friendship
concentrates rather on what Reli-
gious are, how they respond to the
call of God, how they live together
in obedience and simplicity, and
how they pray. 

The most important aspect of
monastic life is that it is a call from
God. Some experience that call as
an invitation, some as a command.
Central to the life is the relationship
we have with God. This is not static
but is built up over the years as we
come to understand more deeply
the implications of the vows we
have taken, and the re-
sponsibility of living them
out in community. The
vows are for life; so is the
commitment to live to-
gether in community. 

This puts us in a
completely different cate-
gory from the ‘new
monastic’ communities.
Vows need to be for life as
they entrust us to the
mercy of God. It is our
way of saying we trust
God and we entrust our-
selves into his hands. This
kind of unconditional
commitment is very
counter cultural and
probably one of the main
reasons that a newer gen-
eration finds the Religious

Life so difficult. Yet without this
commitment it makes no sense.

An SPB sister was once com-
plaining to Mother Mary Columba
about the hardness of the contem-
plative life she had chosen. Mother
replied: ‘Sister, it is not my job to
make this life easy for you. It is my
job to help you live this difficult
life.’ It is a difficult life and a costly
one, and one needs to be ready for
that when you join. It is also an in-
credibly joyful and fruitful life. I for
one am immensely grateful to God
for the privilege of being called to
it. I would choose no other. I hope
Fr Friendship’s book will encourage
others to take the risk of casting
their lives into the loving mercy of
God.

Nicolas Stebbing CR

The Bishop of Burnley at the Beverley Chrism Mass in
Manchester Cathedral.
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THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
MONASTERIES: 
A New History
James G.Clark  
Yale, 2021
ISBN 9780300264180 

In August 1536, four commission-
ers rode into the village of Ingham,
near the north Norfolk coast, with
orders to close the Trinitarian
monastery. On finding it completely
deserted, bereft even of livestock,
they learned that the prior had al-
ready sold off the monastery. As the
Trinitarians were friars and not
monks, he asserted, they were be-
yond the provisions of the recent
Act of Parliament suppressing the
smaller monasteries. The crafty
prior had decided not to try to save
his house, but to sell on his own
terms and to his own advantage.

The Dissolution of the Monaster-
ies by James G. Clark shows how
religious houses did not always
concede or oppose suppression but
often bargained for a better deal. On
reading it, one wonders how it all
actually happened, so completely
and swiftly, within just four years.
Clark does not believe that at the
outset Cromwell intended for out-
right suppression of the monaster-
ies; what he wanted was their
complete possession. As Clark
states ‘the modernising ambitions of
the Tudor regime were not matched
by its machinery of government’.

The dissolution was directed
from Cromwell’s office in Austin
Friars in the City of London, the
revenue passed through the Court
of Augmentations at Westminster,
and it was carried out by a few com-
missioners often acting on their
own initiative and desperate for di-
rections. Clark mines the primary
sources to supply an abundance of
facts to back up or challenge com-
monly held assertions; he clearly
demonstrates that it was cruel, sav-
age and chaotic.

The cruelty of the dissolution is
illustrated by the situation of female
religious dispersed from their
houses but not dispensed from their

vows under the Act of Six Articles
of 1539. What could a former nun
on a meagre pension do who could
not marry but fall back on the sup-
port of her family? ‘Vulnerability
was their life sentence,’ he says.

Its savagery is exemplified by
monastic executions but also in the
fact that the continued wearing of a
habit was a felony with a capital
sentence. Cromwell chillingly
warned a former friar at a London
bookstall he would be hanged ‘as an

example to all other’ if he did not
divest himself of his habit. 

The confusion of the dissolu-
tion is shown by Oxford friars still
occupying their premises months
after their suppression because they
had nowhere else to go and the
commissioner having to reluctantly
act as their warden.

This is a monumental piece of
research, comparable in stature to
Eamon Duffy’s The Stripping of the
Altars. However the long chapters
would benefit from subdivision and
a categorised index to make it easier
to refer back for information, and
the original Tudor English of the
copious quotations does not always
make for easy reading.  

The proud tower of Ingham Pri-
ory church still displays the arms of
the Trinitarian friars and their pa-
trons who continue to lie beneath
battered monuments in the chancel.
What survives of our monasteries is
a consolation but also a poignant
reminder of how much has been
forfeited. Clark exhaustively and
dispassionately describes that loss. 

Adrian Ling 



May 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 29

Raphael
National Gallery, London
until 31st July, 2022

‘Raphael’ at the National Gallery is
how to do it. The exhibition space
is in the main building and is spa-
cious. The design and notices are
elegant. The commentary is clear
and helpful. And the very high
quality of the exhibits is a testi-
mony to the scholarship and diplo-
macy of the curators and the
Gallery. I left slightly stunned
which doesn’t often happen after
art shows.

The show had originally been
planned for 2020, the 500th an-
niversary of the death of Raffaelo
Sanzio da Urbino. Not only has
it been possible to assemble al-
most the whole of the show
as originally planned but a
small number of extra ex-
hibits have been added in.
All 88 exhibits are by
Raphael (though ‘La Forna-
rina’ is disputed) so there’s
no padding with other artists.
That reflects the large holdings
of Raphael’s work in this country.
It also is the result of the curators’
wish to represent the whole range
of Raphael’s work over the whole
of his career: painting, drawing,
printing, architecture, textile de-
sign, archaeology and sculpture.
The National’s show is the first of
its kind outside of Italy.

Inevitably, there are limits about
what can be shown. The Chigi
Chapel remains in Rome, but there
is interesting film of it. The exqui-
site frescos of the Villa Farnesina
can’t be taken off their walls. But,
one of Raphael’s most famous fres-
cos, the School of Philosophy from
the Papal Stanze, is reproduced in
largescale. As is ‘St Paul preaching
at Athens’ one of the cartoons for
the Sistine Chapel which has been
reproduced to a very high standard
of verisimilitude. Beside that fac-
simile there is from the Vatican
Museum the tapestry created from

the cartoon. Of course, the tapestry
is faded but there’s a strong sense
from the gold threads just how
spectacular it would have been
when new (and how innovative).
A second tapestry on show - ‘God
the Father accompanied by sym-
bols of the Evangelists’- is even
more impressive. The small oil on
which it is based hangs alongside,
a design by Raphael fleshed out by
his lead pupil, Giulio Romano
(who features with Raphael in one
of the last portraits Raphael made). 

Those soft furnishings are ex-
cellent. And so are two bronze
roundels based on designs by
Raphael. And these hold their own
alongside the drawings. The draw-
ings show the artist moving from

first thoughts and problem solving
to final, finished designs. Most are
preparatory studies for paintings
but there are a few of historical in-
terest, notably drawings of
Leonardo’s ‘Leda and the swan’ and
‘Mona Lisa’, and an entertaining
picture of Julius IInd being carried
in procession.

The copies of Leonardo’s paint-
ings as well as being of historical
interest bear witness to one of
Raphael’s most notorious traits: his
use of other people’s ideas. At its
most sublime this allowed him to
imitate very faithfully his master

Perugino, and maybe the sweet-
ness of Perugino lasted a little too
long into Raphael’s mature work.
Raphael’s shamelessness also led
him to sneak into the Sistine
Chapel when Michelangelo’s work
was still incomplete and take note
of both his formal solutions and
the heroic style which he applied
above all in his great, last painting
of the ‘Transfiguration’ (sadly not
in the show).

But if appropriation infuriated
his colleagues and rivals, it was at
the heart of Raphael’s method.
Again and again, especially in his
Madonnas, Raphael took a tradi-
tional form and tweaked and
moved it into something fresh and
dynamic. The show is rich in these
paintings and gives us both a sense
of artistic progression and creativ-
ity, and some gorgeous works, es-
pecially the ‘Alba Madonna’ from
Washington.     
The Madonnas also give us
some of Raphael’s most inter-
esting figures. St Anne in the
‘Madonna of Divine Love’ is an
older woman recognisably
past her youth but still with
beauty and dignity and
warmth. Raphael had the repu-

tation as a lover of women – La
Fornarina’s nipples are observed
with great precision – and he
painted some very beautiful, ide-
alised women. The most attractive
of these is the Magdalen in the ‘Vi-
sion of St Cecilia,’ one of the
painter’s last and most wonderful
works. She just about holds her
own alongside a brooding St Paul
as Raphael perfectly balances the
position of his cast of saints, one
facing us and one facing away from
us, and two facing eachother.

The final painting in the show
is a portrait of Raphael’s friend Bal-
dassare Castaglione. After all the
gorgeousness which has gone be-
fore, this sympathetic, almost
monochrome picture stands out.
Its sitter’s famous piercing blue
eyes fix us and show how in his
last months Raphael was creating a
new style of psychological portrait.

Get a ticket if you can. 
Owen Higgs

EXHIBITIONS

The Virgin and Child with the Infant
Saint John the Baptist (‘The Alba

Madonna’)
Raphael, about 1509–11

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC,
Andrew W. Mellon Collection
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Straight Line Crazy
Bridge Theatre, London

Horsepower is no longer of much
interest but cars are still a symbol
of where you the owner are. Even
if having a car and driving has only
been universal for 50 years. I re-
member my dad’s mother being
surprised on prize day at my
school that someone she deemed
not very classy possessed and
drove a car. ‘Little people’ did not
do that very much in the 1950s.
We (my dad) had no car when we
were living in a flat in Southsea
after the war. It was quite a big deal
when my dad (a Royal Navy Lieu-
tenant Commander with an OBE)
bought a 1935 grey old Vauxhall
with no boot. We all rode bikes; I
rode wherever I wanted around
Southsea – and by myself. Traffic
was so much less then – though
one time riding home from school
my handlebars came off in my
hands and I fell off almost opposite
the Kings Theatre stage door.
Now, however, cars are really in big
trouble in London. The speed limit
has been reduced to 20mph, after
a century at the more reasonable
30mph. New, intrusive, and little
used bike lanes clog arterial roads,
and traffic jams make the air foul.
Road patterns are being radically
altered. No Entry signs and One

Way streets are multiplying. Driv-
ers unknowingly commit offences,
and a week later the post brings a
demand to pay a £130 fine. Wise to
pay up the £65 half-fee permitted,
if one acts quickly. It’s a new traffic
world!

David Hare’s fascinating
Straight Line Crazy at the Bridge
Theatre over the Thames from the
Tower is all about the man who in
the 1920s and 1930s gave New
York its wonderful parks and a
road network of freeways to get to
them. It was no easy task for
Robert Moses, the central character
in Hare’s play, and the various
forms of opposition register
strongly on stage (though current
London road reforms seem to go
through on the nod). Moses is a
great role for Ralph Fiennes which
he thoroughly relishes and the au-
dience loves. The subtle direction
is by Nicholas Hytner (and a cou-
ple of credited but unexplained fel-
low directors). I have not always
liked Hare’s work Racing Demon
struck me as a distorted account of
the CofE, though it was hugely
successful and widely enjoyed. But
this Moses story is new to me –
though I have often visited New
York and had and have friends
there.

Hare has – as he usually does –
found an intriguing tale this time,
with a major central character who
very much belongs in our world.
There may be a dearth of ideas po-
litically right now in the UK and
Europe. But all the more reason to
enjoy a play that has its focus on

the future long ago, when a city
like New York was growing hugely
and had needs requiring serious at-
tention and expenditure. The
scenes with New York Governor Al
Smith, played with glorious calcu-
lating naughtiness by Danny
Webb, are a high point. But Hare
engineers plenty of telling discus-
sion. One feels totally in 2022 with
this controversy from a time Hol-
lywood was only just getting
going. Decor is not the point, and
mostly the stage is more or less
bare. But the pleasure for us is all
about repartee and the attitudes to
Moses of those he works with as
well as those whom he has to per-
suade to go along with him like the
oppositional Jane Jacobs (a gift for
Helen Schlesinger). The portrayal
of what is really going on in this
triumph of planning and politics
by a genius is really immaculate.
The shorter second act is 30 years
later in the 1950s thinking through
what happened and providing the
outcome. All good things come to
an end sometime.

Theatre needs to be constantly
renewed. But what it deals with is
generally the past – and sometimes
how things seem in the immediate
present. 

It’s excellent that Hare’s latest
work is a commercial undertaking.
London desperately needs to recre-
ate its once vital theatrical tradition
beyond the tourist fodder. How-
ever much money the theatre has
been making in London, these 40
years have seen theatres – and all
the once-thriving theatre compa-
nies – vanish from the provinces.
They need proper subsidy of
course – which the theatre and
opera and all live performing arts
culture do get in Germany and
elsewhere in Europe – including
Russia. We in the UK and the Re-
public of Ireland need to wake up
to what we have been missing –
and what we all need more than
those tourists!

A former choral scholar and
countertenor, Tom Sutcliffe is a vet-
eran journalist whose stints include
the Guardian, Evening Standard,
Vogue and Opera Now.

Tom Sutcliffe

A VIEW
FROM THE
GODS

L-r Danny Webb (Governor Al Smith), Siobhán Cullen (Finnuala Connell), Samuel
Barnett (Ariel Porter), Ralph Fiennes (Robert Moses) photo by Manuel Harlan



T
he Society has announced that the second half of
its National Missioner role is to be undertaken
by Fr Chris Brading SSC, who will work along-

side the existing National Missioner, Fr David D’Silva.
Fr Chris and Fr David will both be part-time Missioner
and part-time parish priest. 

Would you like to introduce yourself and tell us a bit
about your background?
I was born and grew up in the Portsmouth area. I came
to faith when I was 13, encouraged and taught by Fr Beau
Brandie. I first felt called to the priesthood when I was
around 18 but, when it came to it, I was too scared and
so I went off to Art College for four years, specialising
in photography. After college I went into corporate video
production, which in those days was a new thing! I spent
most of my career in the high-tech industry sector under-
taking a variety of marketing and corporate communica-
tion roles. 

During this time, I never lost my faith but was a
pretty lousy disciple! I rarely went to church, and when
I did it was invariably because something was going
wrong in my life. In 2007 I started worshipping again and
quite quickly the distinctive sense and feeling of God’s
call came back. This time I felt I had to do something
about it and in 2012 I wound up my consultancy business
and, together with Carolyn my wife and Sam our son,
moved to Oxford to train for the priesthood at St
Stephen’s House. 

When and where were you ordained, and where did you
serve your title?
I was made deacon in Sheffield Cathedral on the feast of
Ss Peter and Paul, 2014, and ordained priest in 2015 by
Bishop Glyn in St Margaret’s Church, Swinton, where I
served my title under the formidable Fr Christopher Bar-
ley – three great, and never to be forgotten, years!

In 2017 we moved back south when I was appointed
vicar of St Richard’s, Haywards Heath. I have enjoyed
the last five years immensely particularly overseeing the
launch of several outreach projects, including fortnightly
dementia caf�s, a young carers club and most recently
‘Ric’s Bench’ – a safe space for people who are lonely
or anxious to have a cuppa and chat – which runs three
times a week. We shall be sad to leave St Richard’s and
the community here.

St Margaret, Swinton, is that not Fr David‘s sending
parish?

It is indeed! I met Fr David at St Stephen’s House around
ten years ago, and we have been friends ever since, shar-
ing a love for that Yorkshire parish. I am very much
looking forward to working with Fr David; we have dif-
ferent skills and experience which I think will comple-
ment each other well. 

Why do you feel called to the Missioner role?
To be honest, when I saw the role advertised a year ago,
I didn’t give it a second thought and I certainly had no
intention of applying for it! But then, just before Christ-
mas, a bishop suggested that I should consider looking
into it. I agreed to think and pray about it, which I did.

When I started my training for the priesthood, I
naively assumed that would mark the end to my profes-
sional involvement in marketing and communications. I
was aware that I had a number of transferable skills that
were likely to be useful in ministry. What I was not really
expecting is the extent to which I have been able to make
use of my knowledge: from preparing and writing fu-
neral eulogies to working with video again (which
proved particularly valuable during the pandemic). 

The call to use this past experience has steadily in-
creased. I do find it satisfying to be able to apply these
skills in my ministry, especially in the area of mission
and outreach, to help further the Kingdom. It is difficult
to explain, but on reflection it appears that two previ-
ously discrete elements of my life are being brought to-
gether, each giving value to the other. 

Your change in role will also involve a move to another
parish, can you tell me a little about your new parish?
We will be moving to a lively rural parish, St Mary Our
Lady, Sidlesham, a few miles south of Chichester, where
I will be part-time priest-in-charge. I love parochial min-
istry and it was important to me that, in addition to be-
coming Missioner for The Society, I would be able to
continue to be a parish priest sharing in the highs and
lows of a community. 

What do you think will be your first priorities in the Mis-
sioner role?
I think effective communications have a valuable part to
play in mission and evangelism. I am a pragmatist, and
therefore more of a doer than talker, so the sooner I can
start making a positive contribution the better. ND
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Welcome to our
second National
Missioner 
FiF Director Tom Middleton speaks to Fr Chris 
Brading about his new appointment



uPOEM u

On the Jubilee of Queen Victoria 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson

I.
Fifty times the rose has flower’d and faded,
Fifty times the golden harvest fallen,
Since our Queen assumed the globe, the sceptre.

II.
She beloved for a kindliness
Rare in fable or history,
Queen, and Empress of India,
Crown’d so long with a diadem
Never worn by a worthier,
Now with prosperous auguries
Comes at last to the bounteous
Crowning year of her Jubilee.

III.
Nothing of the lawless, of the despot,
Nothing of the vulgar, or vainglorious,
All is gracious, gentle, great and queenly.

IV.
You then joyfully, all of you,
Set the mountain aflame to-night,
Shoot your stars to the firmament,
Deck your houses, illuminate
All your towns for a festival,
And in each let a multitude
Loyal, each, to the heart of it,
One full voice of allegiance,
Hail the fair Ceremonial
Of this year of her Jubilee.

V.
Queen, as true to womanhood as Queenhood,
Glorying in the glories of her people,
Sorrowing with the sorrows of the lowest!

VI.
You, that wanton in affluence,
Spare not now to be bountiful,
Call your poor to regale with you,
All the lowly, the destitute,
Make their neighborhood healthfuller,
Give your gold to the hospital,
Let the weary be comforted,
Let the needy be banqueted,
Let the maim’d in his heart rejoice
At this glad Ceremonial,
And this year of her Jubilee.

VII.
Henry’s fifty years are all in shadow,
Gray with distance Edward’s fifty summers,
Even her Grandsire’s fifty half forgotten.

VIII.
You, the Patriot Architect,
You that shape for eternity,
Raise a stately memorial,
Make it regally gorgeous,
Some Imperial Institute,
Rich in symbol, in ornament,
Which may speak to the centuries,
All the centuries after us,
Of this great Ceremonial,
And this year of her Jubilee.

IX.
Fifty years of ever-broadening Commerce!
Fifty years of ever-brightening Science!
Fifty years of ever-widening Empire!

X.
You, the Mighty, the Fortunate,
You, the Lord-territorial,
You, the Lord-manufacturer,
You, the hardy, laborious,
Patient children of Albion,
You, Canadian, Indian,
Australasian, African,
All your hearts be in harmony,
All your voices in unison.
Singing, ‘Hail to the glorious
Golden year of her Jubilee!’

XI.
Are there thunders moaning in the distance?
Are there spectres moving in the darkness?
Trust the Hand of Light will lead her people,
Till the thunders pass, the spectres vanish,
And the Light is Victor, and the darkness

Dawns into the Jubilee of the Ages.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-92) was Poet Laureate from
1850 until his death and enjoyed a close relationship with
Queen Victoria during this time. He is the longest-serving
laureate in history and captured the Victorian style per-
fectly: grandiose, patriotic, sentimental and serious. The
son of a Lincolnshire clergyman, his grandfather sug-
gested he too might be ordained but his commitment was
to poetry; he dedicated his life to its craft and wrote mem-
orable pieces on numerous national events. Sadly he
never lived to see Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, but
this 1887 poem for her Golden Jubilee sees him in full cel-
ebratory pomp, rejoicing in monarch, empire and
longevity, with the end striking a suitably religious note.
He was buried in Westminster Abbey at Poets’ Corner. 
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u TOUCHING PLACE u

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, KINGS SUTTON, NORTHANTS

T
ypically of villages in the region of Banbury,
Kings Sutton has numerous ironstone build-
ings, including thatched cottages. Over it all

presides the late 14th c. tower and spire of the parish
church, 198 feet of it - a strong contender for being
the finest in the county (and that is saying some-
thing). Just admire the slender flying buttresses con-
necting pinnacles at the corners of the tower to the
spire, and the lucarnes, large at the bottom and small
at the top.

At a glance, the church all looks late-mediaeval. There
is some splendid Dec. window tracery, especially the E
window of the S aisle, and some reticulated tracery under
unusual ogee heads in the chancel windows, but raise your
eyes, the chancel has a Norman corbel table. The church
was repewed in 1842, with poppyheads, but then the interior was restored by Sir Gilbert Scott in 1866, retaining
a lot of interest. Scott’s hand is seen in much of the details of the chancel and in the roodscreen. Some of the
stonework of the arcades remains from the Norman building, and there’s 12th c. arcading both sides of the chancel.
The most striking thing in the chancel, though, is the monument to Thomas Langton Freke (d. 1869) high on the

S. wall. Attributed to John Bacon the elder,
it shows a resurrected Christ triumphing over
a skeleton, representing Death. It’s not in the
usual stone but in plaster.

The very plain round Romanesque font
bowl was discovered under a mound of earth
in the churchyard and restored to use. It post-
dates the 7th c. legend of Rumbold, said to
have been born here, a new-born child who
declared his faith as a Christian, asked to be
baptised, preached a sermon and died on his

third day. 

Map Reference: SP497361
Simon Cotton
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BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Con-
tact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwick-
parishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive, TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at 10am. Further details  of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website: 
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11 1QT)
“If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for”  Sunday Mass 11am.
Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid
and S.Hilda.  Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benedic-
tion  (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm,
Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm.  Messy
Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Curate Fr Edward Gunn 07485 756177
st.helen.curate@gmail.com
Youth and Community Worker 07485545278
communitysha@yahoo.com

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliffs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Lan-
guage) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Sung
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Offices, Benedic-
tion and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliff Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Even-
song with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at 5.30pm
and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before Evening Prayer.
Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish office
01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough.  Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601 
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A parish
of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Durham
City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and
Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817

BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city cen-
tre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00. Wednesday:
Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil Mass. For all
other services and information please contact the Parish Priest, Fr
Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com

BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
(10.30am Solemn Mass)Fr.Ben Eadon 01273 620491. St Mar-
tin’s (10am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s
(10.30am) 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am)  01 273 203231. 
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle  BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes-

day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda
01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org  Philip Goodfellow,
Churchwarden. 07733 111 800  phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 10.30am
Sung Mass, Wednesday 9.30am Mass, Friday 9.30am Mass, Satur-
day 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Parish in interregnum currently. Con-
tact Len Brown 01689 827257. Website: 
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk 

BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
time)  On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector:
Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email: 
fatherterrysteele@gmail.com

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Miss
Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sunday: Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday
10.30am, S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Der-
byshire, S42 5DB Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass
7.15pm, Contact: Fr. Geoffrey Borrowdale SSC 01246 232486 
frgeoffrey@ stpaulshasland.com      www.stpaulshasland.com

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7ANA Society
Parish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Office & Mass as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
greensidevicar@solo.net

COLCHESTER St.Barnabas Church, Abbot's Road, Old Heath,
(Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung).  Monday 6pm, Tuesday
10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7.00pm. Check website for other
daily services 
www.stbarnabaschurcholdheath. wordpress.com
Vicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
fathercap@hotmail.com

COVENTRY St. Oswald Tile HillMonday & Thursday - 9am BCP
Morning Prayer, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday - 9am Morning Prayer
[CW], Tuesday - 1pm  Rosary Prayers, Wednesday - 9.30am Mass,
Sunday - 10am Mass, [First Sunday] 6pm Evensong & Benedic-
tion. Fr Edward Backhouse SSC -  07485 493418. Church Office -
07512 924401. Find us on Facebook www.stoswalds.co.uk

DERBY St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions and
details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs  with Benedic-
tion - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC 07768
827101

DEVIZES St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society of
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary.
Contact: Duty volunteer  Tel: 0785269628 
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com 
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679

DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol-
lowed by coffee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
fatherahoward@gmail.com

DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(DN12 1AX)  with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
Sundays 9.15am Edlington. Youth Group at Edlington on  Fri
7pm, Messy Church at Edlington on the last Monday of each
month 4.00 pm at the ECO centre (DN12 1AB).  Please refer to
our Facebook pages for details of other activities and service
times for St Jude's (Hexthorpe).
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington and
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Office.  For de-
tails and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323 722317
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA  A Parish of the Soci-
ety under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditional-
ists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr  David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184
David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/ 

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliff A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
Sunday at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon. Thursday: 11
am coffee/tea prior to Mass. Contact  The Parish Priest 01303 680
441  http://stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
e-mail:church@stpetersfolkestone.co.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II Church
by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under Bishop of
Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn Evensong and
Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact telephone number
07941894822

HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive
resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the Bishop
of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass;  Occasional Choral
Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk 

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, Brougham Terrace. A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am. Daily Mass, Offices and Confessions as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Fr.Richard Masshedar, 01429 272934

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and ceremo-
nial sung to Merbecke.  Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442 243258 e-
mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
(English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm  Even-
song. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
information phone Fr. Martin Hislop (Parish Office 020 8974
8079). Web page: www.stlukeskingston.uk

LINCOLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, Wednes-
day, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
Monks Road

LOFTUS-IN-CLEVELAND St Leonard, Loftus & St Helen,
Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am.  Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/loftusparish 

LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street
(nearest Tube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episco-
pal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refresh-
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
subject to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
www.stmtm@org.uk rector@stmtm.org.uk

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A reg-
istered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
Sunday  Masses: 9.15am and 10.30am. Contact: Fr Jonathan
Beswick SSC   0207 481 2985. For daily mass and office times
please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

parish directory
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LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple
Benediction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12
noon Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinter-
net.com or phone 0208 364 1583

LONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Houlding SSC

LONDON Nw9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) to Tudor Gardens. ) A Soci-
ety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sun-
day: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
followed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org -
www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place.  Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050 
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr.Michael Bailey - 0208 3294 8373 www.sswsml.com

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm.
Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral Evensong
(termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed 6.30pm,
Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabrielspim-
lico.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, tra-
ditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed
7pm, Thur  12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Fri-
day 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418.  Email:
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.saint-stephen.org.uk

LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
ascensionsw11@gmail.com

LONDON Sw19 All Saints, South Wimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church office 020 8542
5514 or see
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/ 

LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Of-
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper.  Sung Mass regularly each
month.  Please contact Rev Leslie Hobbs 01502 732536 or Kevin
Turner 07828661970 for further details.
wwwloundworship.co.uk

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Office: 0161 727 8175 email: paroffsandp@btconnect.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For
further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779

NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am.  Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com 
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART, ST JOHN THE EVAN-
GELIST, wITH  ST MARY THE VIRGIN. A Society Parish in
the See of Ebbsfleet  St John, Sunday Mass 11am; St Mary,
Sunday Mass 9.30am. Email:
churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 6.30pm. St Sav-
iour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 6.30pm. Solemn Evensong
and Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional cere-
monial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PRESTON St George's, (PR1 2NP) -  'Preston's Hidden Gem'.
Affiliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk  or 
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, affiliated with The
Society. Sunday:  Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Of-
fices (Mattins, Evensong & Compline)  daily at 9am, 6pm and
9pm respectively) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check web-
site for times). Regular study groups, see our website.  Parish
Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957 2831.
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
REDDITCH St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods, 
Redditch, B97 5NJ -  Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10am, Thursday
Said Mass 10am. Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222

ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9.30am, 10:30am. Contact: Parish Office
01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road.  Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel.  A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am.  For
further information about the Daily Office, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123.  Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish affili-
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid  and Hilda and under the Episopal
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 9.15am with re-
freshments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as an-
nounced. Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals
times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828  
frdavidstmart@gmail.com  
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk

SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM Parish of The Society in
the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Har-
bour SR7 7SA  (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Sea-
ham)  Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School.  9.30am
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s.  Confessions by arrange-
ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
Chris Collins 0191 5817186. 

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.  
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com

SNEINTON, NOTTINGHAM St Stephen’s with St
Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am.  Contem-
porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292  Email john@ststephens.info

SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (off Inner Av-
enue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you.  Sunday Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Church-
warden 023 8067 1883 

SOUTH SHIELDS, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley.  Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060 
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass,  Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families,  6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appoint-
ment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Office - 01782 313142 -
https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads  
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
1pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday 9.30am.
Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by ap-
pointment.  Parish Office; Thursdays 6.00-6.45pm. Contact: Vicar
Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485, 
farvad@sky.com
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Bever-
ley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Con-
fessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
Skelton CMP SSC  0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am.  For further in-
formation please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Daily mass as advertised.  Contact  01793 538220 
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy.  Musical tradition.  Sunday Serv-
ices 8,10 & 6.30.  Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
website for full details of services and events holytrinity-
taunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. Dur-
ing the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
Darby 07958 371611

Continued on next page
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TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am
(St.Michael's), Evening Mass 4pm (Holy Cross). Contact  Fr.Martin
Ennis 01 384 257888  frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches . Sun-
days: THORNTON St Mary Sung Eucharist 9.15am. MAR-
TON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Sung Holy Communion at 4 pm.
Rector Fr. Robert Findlow. Services may vary therefore please
refer to website bmtparish.co.uk or contact Fr. Findlow on
01282-788621 robert.findlow@leeds.anglican.org

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook, Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr
Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of As-
sisi, Friar Park WS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass
9.45am and 11.15am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Wed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell

SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Office. For further information see our Website: 
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Graham Road, Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of
Beverley. Sunday 10:30 AM  Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
Sunday. Tuesday 10am  Low Mass. Traditional Church of England
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel-
comed. 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/

wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco-
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217 
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Office 01934 415379
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website 
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays: Morning
Prayer 9.15am, Sung Mass 10am (creche and Sunday school
from 9.30am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or 
stpweymouth@gmail.com

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Said Mass : Thur 12 noon. Contact: Church-
warden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: office@holytrini-
tywinches ter.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High
Mass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are ob-
served on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Richborough. Sunday:  Solemn Mass, 11.00 am  Weekdays:
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk  Contact:  Fr
Harri Williams SSC,   01328 821316 

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMSociety Parishes  King-
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark &  Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYSociety parishes  Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Har-
bledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury,  Fr.Stephen Sheridan  01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken-
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (con-
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)

FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr
Andrew Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin
(Fr Roger Butcher 024 7638 2936).

FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538;  Derby: St Anne, Parish
Priest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
.fm ; St Bartholomew and St Luke: Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof-
frey Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston
Holy Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
9464060 fatherdlm@icloud.com; Staveley St John Baptist with
Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones,
01 246 498603  

DIOCESE OF EXETERFiF Recommended Parishes: Abbot-
sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor-
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Vacancy-
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber,
Fr.N.Debney   01 626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with
St Andrew & St Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 240119; Plymouth
Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Hon-
icknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey

01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community
Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the
Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-
phone 01 752 664191; Plymouth Discovery Mission Community,
St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark, Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752
562623; Plymouth  St Gabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden
077528 51525; Torquay St Martin, Vacancy 01 803 327223;
Torquay St Marychurch vacancy;  Torquay St John with Torre All
Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754

DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St
Augustine, vacant, contact 07956 957980, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
contact details  and details of all activities, events etc  in both
parishes, visit the church web sites  
www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk 
and  www.parishofhawley.org.uk

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
AND THE DALES Belle Isle & Hunslet St John and St Barn-
abas, Sunday Mass 11am,  Vicar: Fr.Chris Buckley CMP  07858
427796; Cross Green St Hilda, Sunday Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren
Percival SSC 07960 555609; Harehills St Wilfrid, vacant: contact
Lynne Dransfield [Churchwarden] tel: 0113 2730323

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks,
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; St Mary de Castro, Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116
240 2215; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres
Monsell, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870 885705 Huncote, Fr.Andrew Lee
07870 885705; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly
0116 240 2215

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Soci-
ety, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower Broughton The As-
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
St Mark, Society  Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloff - 01 942
673519;  Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Soci-
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Roy-

ton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; Sal-
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Swin-
ton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,Society, Fr
Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augus-
tine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints, Godshill,
and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour
on the Cliff, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The Ascension, North
End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Ben-
jamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711

FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass;
all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANSSociety Parishes Bedford St
Martin, Fr.Norwood  07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Bur-
ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45am-
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, vacant; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
vacant; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St
Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant;
Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321;
Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip
and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheffield:
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-
West 0114  2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
clergy for Mass times, etc)

Diocesan Directory
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STEPHEN BELLION 
Formerly
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CHURCH ART RESTORATION 
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Lymington Hampshire SO418FS 

Website : stephenbellionchurchart.com.uk
Email : stephenbellion@yahoo.com

Telephone : 01590 671733 Mobile: 07706347577
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M
y mother acquired a television set for us in
time for Christmas 1952. Many families did
the same and in South Wales we watched with

fascination as black and white pictures flickered before
us. But why the sudden surge of interest at that moment?
Answer: the forthcoming Coronation of the Queen in
June 1953. 

Everyone around us wanted to have a TV set in good
time. I imagine that for many, though not for all, the
same must have been the case in towns and villages right
across the nation. The coronation was a time of acute ex-
pectation – mingled with prayer, excitement and patri-
otism. The Second World War had ended only eight
years earlier.

The Coronation service appeared to be a mirror of
the history of our nation – how our ancestors lived and
our nation was formed. We tend to intertwine civil and
ecclesiastical, sacred and secular, in a way no republic
can. A coronation brings into sharp focus the mutual re-
lationship of Sovereign, Church and People. For all three
it invokes the blessing and protection of Almighty God. 

Even before the Norman Conquest, kings were
anointed with oil stressing the honour and dignity of
kings as the ‘Anointed of the Lord’. Anointing was a bib-
lical practice. Saul, chosen when the Israelites asked for
a King, was anointed by the Prophet Samuel. And so also
have our monarchs been anointed with Holy Oil. 

The religious importance attached to anointing is
eloquently expressed in the words uttered by Shake-
speare’s Richard II on the invasion of Bolingbroke:

Not all the water in the rough rude sea
Can wash the balm from an anointed King.

In 1953 the anointing oil was poured into the ampulla (a
Latin word for a globular vessel the Romans used for
holding liquids and ointments) before the ceremony and
placed on the high altar. It was then consecrated by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. During the service itself the
ampulla (with its golden head shaped like an eagle’s) and
the spoon were the only two items of Coronation regalia
used that had survived destruction at the hands of the
Parliamentarians after the Civil War.

Somehow the British seem to mix together religion,
history and legend. There is a legend that the Blessed
Virgin Mary appeared to St Thomas � Becket whilst he
was on a visit to France and gave him the ampulla to-
gether with holy oil for anointing English kings. The am-
pulla was lost but later found by the Black Prince at
Poitiers and brought to England. 

Anyway, it together with the spoon survived the
Commonwealth – a republican period of oppression
when the established Church of England and the Book
of Common Prayer were driven underground until the
Restoration in 1660.

In 1953 the service was one of great splendour. The
Queen accepted a beautifully bound Bible on being told
‘Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; These are the
lively Oracles of God.’ But after the Creed the Holy
Communion service was temporarily suspended for the
Anointing – the most sacred and mystical part of the
Coronation – one could say the ‘hallowing’ of the
monarch. At this point the Abbey was filled with Han-
del’s musical setting of ‘Zadok the Priest and Nathan the
Prophet anointed Solomon King; and all the people re-
joiced and said: God save the king, Long live the king,
May the king live for ever. Amen. Hallelujah’.

While the hair-tingling Hallelujahs lifted in
crescendo, The Queen was disrobed for the exception-
ally solemn moments of anointing. Her jewellery was re-
moved and her train was detached. At last, as a suppliant
for divine grace dressed only in a plain white garment of
the severest simplicity, she took her seat in King Ed-
ward’s Chair. The Archbishop thereupon anointed both
her hands (palms) with holy oil and similarly her breast
and her head and gave her a blessing.

I recall the Anointing being a deeply affecting sec-
tion of the service. It was hidden from the television
cameras (though not to be coy but because in former
times it was supposed to take place in secret). It was un-
dertaken solemnly beneath a canopy or pall brought for-
ward by four Knights of the Garter. Just as the holy of
holies in the Temple was hidden from the common gaze
by a curtain or veil so the canopy held above the Queen
hid from our view the sacramental conveyance to her of
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Queen and the Arch-
bishop were, after all, engaged in a particularly special
moment. 

By the anointing and the delivery to her of the re-
galia and her crowning the Queen gained not only a tem-
poral authority but a spiritual sanction. The words
resonate over the years: ‘… be thou anointed, blessed
and consecrated Queen over the peoples whom the Lord
thy God hath given thee to rule and govern, In the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
Amen.’

Thanks be to God for her.

A form of this article was first published almost 20 years
ago and is reproduced here in memory of its author, An-
thony Kilmister CBE, who died on 13 March aged 90.
Tony was one of the founders of the Prayer Book Society
in 1972, alongside being a former member of Forward in
Faith’s National Council, and a self-acknowledged
‘Prayer Book Catholic’. May he rest in peace.

u AFTERWORD u
The late Anthony Kilminster on the Coronation as ‘a particularly special moment’
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W
hat is the
point of being
human? Ig-

natius Loyola in his ‘First
Principle and Founda-
tion’ gave one succinct
summary: ‘ Man is cre-
ated to praise and rever-
ence God and by this
means to save his soul.’ It
is a very stark statement.
Another extreme would
be to say  ‘ humanity is
created to love and be
loved.’ The problem with
this rather more romantic
understanding is that any
decent humanist might sign up for
that. It is that ‘first romantic prin-
ciple’ that seems to be at work in
the minds and consciences of a
great number of people.

I have had occasion over the
past year or so to attend humanist
‘funerals,’ and twice now I have
been invited to ‘parties’ to cele-
brate the life of a friend. The cre-
mation or burial takes place at
some other time, often with only
the undertakers present. If we pare
down being human to ‘loving and
being loved,’ this seems a very ap-
propriate was to celebrate the lives
of those we love. It may be appro-
priate but it is less than being
human from a Christian perspec-
tive.

Now, in the Easter season
and moving towards the celebra-
tion of Pentecost, Christians cele-
brate the restoration of humanity
as made in the image and likeness
of God. This restoration is a re-
centering of human existence
around the life of the Spirit, and
sharing in the risen life of Christ.
It is the movement from children

of ‘this world to being
‘children of light.’
Christians live both in
the light of and in the en-
ergies of the age of the
world to come. Our
Baptism is ‘regenera-
tion’ and the Eucharist is
a ‘foretaste of the heav-
enly banquet.’

This season is a
wonderful time to relish
the gifts and freedoms
that flow from the resur-
rection of Jesus. It is a
time to let ‘our minds be
remade,’ (Ephesians

4.23) to be open ‘to the same spirit
that raised Jesus from the dead’
(Romans 8:11). It is above all a
time to remember our eternal des-
tiny; for the spirit is a pledge of
our future inheritance.   Human
love, even at its most noble and
self-sacrificial (the laying down of
life for friends) is not an end in it-
self. This is the tragedy of our hu-
manist friends; they have not yet
come to know that the best of
human love is only a shadow of the
Love of God which is the source of
all creation, and which is fully re-
vealed to us in the Incarnation. To
reflect on this, spend some time
considering prayerfully 1 John 4.

If anything I have written
thus far is close to the truth it has a
consequence for each of us. It
means that our spiritual life, the as-
pect of our life that guides and em-
powers us to ‘ praise and reverence
God,’ is the most vital and beauti-
ful aspect of being human. In fact,
it might be said, it is prayer and
worship that enables us to become
the human being that we were cre-
ated to be.

u GHOSTLY COUNSELu

Andy Hawes 

Being Human
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The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1Py    01243 782161

bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker 
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130    bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoffulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROViNCE OF CANTERBURy: EAST (EXCEPT CHiCHESTER,

LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans  AL3 4HE

01727 323021     bishop@richborough.org.uk
www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 206317
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Bishop of Lewes
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Will Hazlewood
Knowle Cottage, Knowle Lane, Halland, Lewes BN8 6PR

01273 425009
Bishop.Lewes@chichester.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Ford 
(formerly Bishop of The Murray)

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)

The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)

The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)

The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)

The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS 
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Peter Wheatley 
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)

Bishops of
e Society

classifieds
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can pro-
vide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Indi-
viduals and small groups welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms for day visits, dis-
abled facilities, self-catering flat. Contact Fr.
Edward Martin SSC, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01 778 591358. 
edenhamoffice@ gmail.com
Web: www.edenhamregionalhouse.org


