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O
rdination season is almost upon us, and we have
good reasons to be cheerful. There is a very
healthy crop of Society-related ordinations this

year and full details can be found in this edition. Please
offer the candidates your prayers, your presence at their
ordinations wherever possible, and your support in their
ministry.

Thought of ordinations has prompted our editorial
team to explore the theme of the Church’s sacraments in
this issue with more next month. We know them to be at
the core of our faith and so I trust you will find much to
enrich your sacramental life in what is written. 

Reflecting on what is the essence of the sacraments
has led me to the following three characteristics: firstly,
that they are God-given; secondly, that they are lasting;
and thirdly, they are sustaining. 

This in turn brings reflection that in a world where
we do not know where the next crisis is coming from or
how imminent it is – recent history would lead us to fear
the worst – sacraments do indeed speak of God and lead
us to God with a directness which little else can. The
sheer physicality of their application – laying on hands,
anointing, immersion in water and so on – is incarna-
tional in ways which can only be life-changing for the re-
cipients. 

We are not merely about the preservation of those
sacraments as some sort of defensive gesture but their
proclamation to a fallen world which desperately needs
– and seeks – the healing they contain. In doing so, we
are ever mindful that they are not ours as individuals or
groups of individuals; they belong to the Church and
only the Church as a whole can amend their functioning.

However, that statement of universality in no way
seeks to imply that sacraments are purely conceptual or
are some sort of theological device removed from the or-
dinary worshipper. As Professor Alison Milbank high-
lights so well this month, sacraments are local to people
and bring with them a sense of place and belonging,
marking life’s ebbs and flows from generation to gener-
ation.

We should also be open to the possibility of encoun-
tering the sacramental beyond the formal boundaries of
the Church’s seven sacraments. In last month’s edition
we focused on the 70-year reign of Queen Elizabeth II

which undoubtedly possesses sacral and sacramental el-
ement, going beyond the symbolism of the Coronation
to encapsulate the Christian witness and fidelity which it
has embodied.

Recent news stories have understandably picked up
on another anniversary, 40 years since the conclusion of
the Falklands War. That too highlighted issues around
the relationship between Church and State and so, by
way of reminder or by way of introduction for younger
readers, Bishop Tim Thornton has generously shared
some memories for us along with veteran Captain Mal-
com Farrow.

The juxtaposition of time and sacrament is an inter-
esting one. In our liturgies we often hear of time and eter-
nity and the sacraments are where they, and we,
intersect; for here is the Lord coming to his people, meet-
ing with them in profound encounter.

We stand in a Catholic tradition which has always
been one of articulating and expressing the sacramental
life in its fulness, even to become in Austin Farrer’s
words a ‘walking sacrament.’ Further, it is the living out
of what Rowan Williams has described as ‘joining in
with what God is doing’.

And this is not an unattainable goal; not all of the
sacraments are for regular use of course but through the
discipline of regular confession and Mass attendance we
can rejoice in a Christian witness which is attuned to the
witness of the previous two millennia. That is exactly
what the apostolic succession means to us in practical
terms.

We know there to be a less positive dimension to
this issue and that is, sadly, one of decline. As you may
note, confirmation numbers have fallen sharply in recent
years in the Church of England. There has of course been
a pandemic in full swing but for much of the period con-
firmations were permitted and their decline is a painful
reminder of the challenges we face. 

Let us hope in these times of great uncertainty that
the Church of England can regain a sense of its calling to
evangelise the nation and to do this by offering the sacra-
ments to those who wish to take up the call to be disci-
ples. And may we play our full part with our newly
ordained deacons and priests in doing exactly that, now
and always.
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‘N
othing remains more vividly in my mind,
looking back on my years in No. 10, than
the eleven weeks in the spring of 1982 when

Britain fought and won the Falklands War,’ wrote Mrs
Thatcher in her memoirs. ‘Much was at stake: what we
were fighting for 8,000 miles away in the South Atlantic
was not only the territory and people of the Falklands,
important though they were. We were defending our ho-
nour as a nation, and principles of fundamental impor-
tance to the whole world – I do not think I have ever lived
so tensely or intensely as during the whole of that time.’

Though of strategic importance, even Lady
Thatcher acknowledged ‘the Falklands were an improb-
able cause for a twentieth-century war’. 1983 was to
mark the 150th anniversary of the beginning of British
rule there and believed to have been a trigger for the Ar-
gentine Junta, despite the is-
landers’ preference to remain
British through the principle of
‘self-determination’, estab-
lished in international law and
UN Charter alike.

Argentina’s military
regime had been in place since
December 1981 and struggling
with economic stagnation
alongside civil unrest. Talks
over the status of the Falklands
had been ongoing for some
time but the Buenos Aires de-
cided to short-circuit matters. Alleged scrap-metal deal-
ers raised the Argentine flag on the remote island of
South Georgia on 19 March. A Royal Naval vessel was
dispatched to investigate and on 2 April the Junta ordered
a military invasion of the Islands. By this time further
British forces were on the way to strengthen the presence
and upon arrival found themselves at war.

Diplomatic support from the United States helped.
After several battles, the Argentine surrender came on
15 June. The conflict brought about 11,000 captured Ar-
gentine troops, with the death of 255 British servicemen,
649 Argentines, and three Falkland Islanders. It pre-
vented Argentina from going to war with Chile and fa-
cilitated the return of a democratic government there in
1983, with full British citizenship restored to the islanders
at the same time. In the UK it gave the Tory government
a bounce, Mrs Thatcher much personal kudos, and a sig-
nificant win in the 1983 general election.

For Eliza Filby in her book God & Mrs Thatcher ‘the
beginnings of the tense relations between the Thatcher
government and the Church of England [can be traced
to] the fallout over the Thanksgiving Service for the
Falklands War in St Paul’s Cathedral in July 1982’. Here
the politics of Church and State brought the key players
into conflict themselves. The left-wing Dean of St
Paul’s, Alan Webster, was more keen on a ‘reconcilia-

tion’ service than ‘thanksgiving’. Cardinal Basil Hulme
was also consulted for the RCs and had already objected
to it being about ‘liberation’, mindful of the prevalent
theology at that time. Mrs Thatcher was keen not to take
part in the service herself but wanted full involvement
for the armed forces – not least because a parade and
colours to the altar were not allowed. She did not want
to read a lesson, as suggested, and questioned the idea
she say a formal farewell to the Queen at the west door.

Suggestions that up to half the service be in Spanish,
or at least the Lord’s Prayer, did not play well. The
Bishop of London was Graham Leonard and someone
the Prime Minister trusted. He avowed to her privately
that ‘even with the form of service agreed, there was no
guarantee that the Dean of St Paul’s would follow it’ ac-
cording to Charles Moore, her official biographer.

Leonard advised her to seek the
intervention of Archbishop
Runcie or even the Queen; a
potentially Erastian dilemma.

Runcie’s sermon was em-
phatic: ‘War is a sign of human
failure’. Denis Thatcher later
the same day is reported to
have said ‘The boss was livid’
but Runcie told Moore ‘She
gripped my hand and said
“Well done”.’ The Queen sum-
marized it correctly: ‘I don’t
think you should ever leave a

Christian service feeling sad’. Mrs Thatcher felt ‘because
of the presence of the Queen and all the Royal Family…
the military band, trumpeters, the service was a great
comfort to the bereaved and that mattered more than any-
thing else’.

The service can be seen to have established two key
principles in national religious events and celebrations.
The first being their ecumenical character which has
continued to be so ever since. The second was the more
nuanced element of how the Church might preach the
Gospel so publicly in the face of a political agenda or
secular preconceptions. (The sermon given by Bishop
Chartres at Lady Thatcher’s own funeral under the same
dome being a case in point.) This moved on from Run-
cie’s ‘fairytale wedding’ romanticism at the 1981 royal
wedding to a more serious engagement with public pol-
icy. The 1985 Faith in the City report took serious issue
with the Conservative government for increasing spiri-
tual and economic poverty in cities, and set Urban Pri-
ority Areas for urgent focus.

Mrs Thatcher had her triumphal note with a City of
London victory parade in October 1982. Her preference
for George Carey as the next +Cantuar was seen as snub
to the previous Lambeth regime. From 2007, Gordon
Brown delegated episcopal appointments to the CNC; a
different and questionable form of self-determination.

Principles of fundamental importance

ND



W
hen we sailed from England on 17 March
1982 to conduct Exercise Springtrain in the
Gibraltar sea areas, none of us on the Admi-

ral’s staff could have guessed we would not be home for
Easter leave on 7 April as planned – for that was not to
be. As the exercise progressed, increasingly bellicose
noises were coming from Argentina about the Falkland
Islands whilst diplomacy ramped up, and it slowly began
to dawn on us we might get involved in all this, so when
the crunch actually came I suppose it was not a massive
surprise. With our worked-up group of ships off Gibral-
tar we were already well on the way.

My main memory of those early days is one of fran-
tic work as we were running the exercise and at the same
time making sensible preparations for a much more se-
rious deployment. The following two months in the
frontline merge into a bit of a blur of non-stop serious
effort; working, eating and when possible sleeping with
no break in the watchkeeping routine.

40 years on I reflect that our many years of training
paid off. We did our job and did it well. It needed to be
done. We restored the freedom of the islands and their
people; we restored our nation’s reputation and place in
the world; and we facilitated the restoration of democ-
racy to Argentina. Not bad really!

In the flagship, Hermes, we (the staff) were warm
and dry and more comfortable than those ashore or in the
smaller ships but nonetheless we were the enemy’s main
target too. This was not a pleasant thought, and I cer-

tainly drew strength from the occasional short Holy
Communion service held in a cabin by the chaplain from
time to time. A brief prayer before going on watch again
calmed the spirit a bit. They say there are no atheists in
foxholes. I cannot speak for my colleagues, but our fox-
hole was a mighty warship built in the 1950s and now
8000 miles from home in the frontline of a naval battle
30 years later.

After we came home and recovered, there were
many events including a massive parade through the City
of London, a Guildhall lunch, and also a service of com-
memoration in St Paul’s Cathedral. The Archbishop of
Canterbury was criticised in some quarters for offering
prayers for all involved including our foes. The thing is
we had nothing against the Argentinian people, indeed
we greatly admired the courage of their pilots and pitied
the poor treatment of their foot soldiers. Our real enemy
was the Junta and those around it. That’s who we were
really fighting, and they deserved everything they got.
After the Argentine army surrendered on 14 June, we
continued watchkeeping exactly as before for several
days in case their air force or navy had not themselves
surrendered, and then we relaxed our routine a bit until
we were relieved by another admiral and his staff at the
end of the month.

Many Falkland war veterans have since returned to
the islands and received a huge welcome. I never have,
although sometimes pondered doing so. Oddly enough
I never even saw the islands until 3 July when we, the
staff, were lifted off Hermes and landed at Stanley air-
port. There we stood around in the murk amongst the de-
tritus of battle for an hour or so, until a Hercules arrived
to take us to Ascension Island on the way home, arriving
back in England 28 hours later with our brains still on
watch in a war zone. But that’s another story.

Captain MJD Farrow OBE FCMI RN served in the Falk-
lands War and is President of the Flag Institute.
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T
he Falkland Islands are
approximately 8,000
miles away from the

UK. It takes about 19 hours
travelling in a Voyager plane
with a night-time stop in Cape
Verde (the Ascension Island
runway is broken). There are
around 2,500 people living on
the Islands and about 2,000 UK
service people based at one end
of the East Island, an hour’s
drive from Stanley.

I had the privilege of being the Commissary for
Archbishop Justin until last year. Not surprisingly, since
the Falklands War, the Anglican church on the Falklands
have been under direct archiepiscopal authority rather
than being part of the church in South America. There is
a cathedral which is the only Anglican place of worship
on the Islands. There is also a Roman Catholic priest and
a small church, and a non-denominational place of wor-
ship.

The brother of my sister’s husband was killed dur-
ing the Falklands war. He was a naval officer on board
HMS Glamorgan, so it was a further privilege for me to
go and pay my respects on behalf of all his family at the
memorial that has been bult near the airport at Stanley
looking out over where the Glamorgan sank.

This 40th anniversary year will see the focus once
again being put on the events of 1982. They now seem a
long way away both in time and geographically. For us
in the UK, that may be true but I was struck on each of
my trips to the Falklands how immediate the conflict still
seems to people there. I was taken on a tour of some of
the sites of battle and climbed up Munt Tumbledown and
saw various artefacts of the soldiers from both sides still
littering the ground. On each of my visits I met veterans
who were themselves remembering. One of the Welsh
Guards I met was visiting for the first time after 37 years
and was very emotional as he stood at the memorial at
Fitzroy.

It is true for the people of the Falkland Islands that
the events of 1982 are still very real. It is also sad to note
that reconciliation is not something that is discussed as
much as it should be. There is a cemetery at Fish Creek
near Darwin for the Argentinian service people who
were killed. Sadly this cemetery is still subject to some
vandalism. The resumption of flights to Argentina from
the Falklands is a contested issue still on the Islands.

The role of the priest in Stanley and the forces chap-
lain at Mount Pleasant is very busy during the season of
anniversaries and events that remember the various bat-
tles and tragedies of the war. They will be even busier

this year as more veterans will
be visiting and a number of
high-profile visitors will also be
going to commemorate and re-
member.

I found the Falkland Islands a
fascinating place and it does
focus my mind on what remem-
bering means and what is the
purpose of anniversaries such
as the one, 40 years on from the
conflict. There is a tension be-
tween of course, and rightly, re-

membering sacrifices and lives lost and damaged for
ever, on the one hand, and the proper place of reconcili-
ation and attempting to make some sense of what God
wants for us today – to live our lives in a way that allows
us to value every fellow human. 

The situation in our world is once again fragile and
insecure in a way that many of us hoped it would not be
in our lifetime. The events in Ukraine have changed our
thinking in so many ways. So yes, anniversaries are cru-
cial and remembering is vital. The Falklands War af-
fected many and have left deep scars and wounds. These
wounds are naturally most obvious on the Islands them-
selves and how we minster to that and speak into a situ-
ation that often seems to want to hold onto conflict and
division, rather than in any way learn form it or live be-
yond it, is hard, very hard. 

Visiting the Falkland Islands left me with a deep
sense of unease at my own inability to listen to others
and to know how to respond when faced with a deep-
seated sense of unhappiness and division. The Falklands
War happened four decades ago. History tells us that we
won but tragically many people lost their lives from both
sides and many on both sides have had their lives
changed forever. 40 years on, for many in this country I
fear the Falklands will again be a strange place far away
about which little is known. 

There will be a focus again on the Islands and no
doubt we will see and hear something of the special serv-
ices and events taking place to commemorate and help
us remember. It focuses yet again what remembrance is
and what it is for. For clergy and others involved in lead-
ing such services there is always a potential conflict
about the message we preach and the priorities we want
to stress. Are we focussing on peace and reconciliation,
or are we focussing on the pain and sacrifice of war and
its consequences?

The Rt Revd Tim Thornton was the Bishop of Truro
(2009-2017) then Bishop at Lambeth, Bishop to the
Forces, and Bishop for the Falkland Islands (2017-2021). 

Peace passes all understanding
With personal links to the Falklands conflict of 1982, Tim Thornton reflects on its lasting impact and
the Islands as they are today 

ND

The war memorial at Port Stanley on the 
Falkland Islands.
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National Assembly 2022
After a break for two and a half
years caused by the pandemic, the
Forward in Faith National Assembly was held on Satur-
day 28 May at the church of St Alban, Holborn. Given the
discontinuity caused by the pandemic, the plethora of
other events at this time of year and the cost-of-living
pressures people face, the Assembly was pleasantly well
attended and there was a joyful, Ascentiontide feeling to
proceedings.

The day began with Mass at midday, and it was a de-
light to have as many as ten Society bishops, both serving
and retired (or should I say semi-retired?), concelebrating
the Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham to mark the
Shrine’s centenary. The St Alban’s choir immediately
provided the occasion with a sense of the uplifting
through its wonderful rendition of Mozart’s Grosse-
Credo Messe K257 and of Finzi’s striking anthem ‘God
is gone up’.

Bishop Martin Warner preached a thought-provoking
sermon which not only covered a lot of ground but also
challenged us to think about art and beauty in a new way
in the context of our church life together. 

He began with a visit to the Roman Catholic Cathe-
dral in the Bristol suburb of Clifton he made on a recent
holiday, emphasising the starkness of that building, the
space it provides for prayer and reflection, and the link in
our minds it can provide to the Exile in Egypt through its
austerity and tent-like structure. He went on to describe
the remoteness of Walsingham and the role that plays in
our life’s pilgrimage, before highlighting the transcendent
beauty of the church of St Alban in which we were.

Bishop Martin left us to ponder some profounds
words from St Basil on Our Lady being a ‘workshop’ of
the practice of grace and tasked us with making our own
churches just that – ‘workshops’ of salvation.

After a hearty lunch delegates returned to the church
to undertake two formal items of business – the new con-
stitutional arrangements were agreed and the accounts
were received, both without any votes again. In terms of
the former, the Chairman agreed that a working group
should be established on the role of the branches within
the context of new constitutional arrangements. 

There were brief
addresses from the
Chairman and Direc-
tor, thanking support-
ers of Forward in
Faith for volunteer-
ing their time and
providing financial
support in what have
been difficult times
for all of us. The Chairman welcomed Stephen Parkinson
and his wife Jo to the Assembly – Stephen is a former Di-
rector of Forward in Faith. Bishop Tony went on to praise
the immense contribution of two departing trustees –
Lindsay Dixon, Lay Vice Chairman, and Jonathan
Prichard, Treasurer.

The Director informed delegates that the Forward in
Faith office, but not the chaplaincy arrangements in the
English Chapel and not the chaplain Fr Peter Hudson,
would be moving from Gordon Square to St Andrew,
Holborn in July of this year, benefitting from the co-lo-
cation with the Bishop of Fulham’s office and guild
church which the move will bring.

The keynote address was given by Fr David Hould-
ing, parish priest of All Hallows, Gospel Oak and a lead-
ing figure in our movement’s efforts over the last 30 years
to navigate a course which provides a Catholic life for us
within the Church of England.

The address was both powerful and informative, as
he chartered the ebbs and flows of the last 30 years, taking
us through the heartbreak of the November 1992 vote, the
response from SSC, the machinations of General Synod
(including the Catholic Group), the Declaration under
which we operate now and so much more. It was striking
that some of our ordinands and younger clergy present
had not even been born at the starting point of the address!

Fr Houlding concluded by imploring us to do two
things, principally – one on a practical level and one on a
higher plane. Our practical task is to make sure our
Catholic societies – and the resources they hold – are
working to build up The Society as best they can.

The second was to continue to be theological in our
response to the ecclesiological challenges we face and to

News from The Society and 
Forward in Faith

1

2

3
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use that theological underpinning as a bedrock of our
commitment to the Faith.

The business of the meeting ended with brief updates
on Ladyewell House, the mission initiative, the vocations
initiative, and the on-going work of refreshing New Di-
rections.

In this centenary year of the Shrine, Fr Kevin Smith,
the Priest Administrator at the Shrine, concluded the As-
sembly with a set of Marian prayers and the singing of the
Salve Regina.

There are far too many people to thank by name for
making the day such a success (they know who they are…)
so I shall limit myself to mentioning Fr Christopher
Smith, the parish priest of St Alban’s, for the use of his
church and for all his support in the lead up to the day,
and Louisa Thomas, the Forward in Faith Administrator,
for organising the Assembly with such competence and
good humour. 

Next year’s gathering, the 2023 Annual General
Meeting, will be open to all Forward in Faith members
and so please look out for a ‘save the date’ message in an
edition of New Directions later this year. 

In the meantime, please pray for the work of Forward
in Faith and of The Society and be assured of our prayers
and support for all that you do in your parishes and else-
where.

Provincial Episcopal
Visitor vacancies
On 12 May 2022 the Church of England issued the follow
statement:

“Following the resignation of the former Bishop of
Ebbsfleet, Jonathan Goodall, in September last year,
a consultation on the way forward for the see has re-
ceived a number of calls to consider relocating the
post to be rooted in an individual diocese and dioce-
san college of bishops.

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet — one of the Church of
England’s three ‘Provincial Episcopal Visitors’, who
minister to traditional catholic parishes – has been re-
sponsible primarily for churches in the western half
of the Church of England’s Province of Canterbury.

Following the initial consultation, a suggestion
from the Archbishop of Canterbury to revive the suf-
fragan See of Oswestry in the Diocese of Lichfield is

currently being explored. 
The proposal would involve a future Bishop of Os-

westry living in the diocese and ministering to tradi-
tional catholic parishes in that and other dioceses of
the West Midlands and South West of England.

No decisions have been taken. Initial consultations
are currently underway within the Diocese of Lich-
field, with The Society and with the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Any proposal would then be considered
by the Dioceses Commission this summer.”

The Society’s Council of Bishops responded to the
Church of England’s statement on the same day with a
statement of its own:

“The Society’s Council of Bishops welcomes the pro-
posals being set out by the Archbishop of Canterbury
for what is currently the See of Ebbsfleet and what
would become the See of Oswestry. They would re-
sult in additional support being provided at a diocesan
level to the Provincial Episcopal Visitor (PEV) for the
western half of the Province of Canterbury. Such an
arrangement would inevitably bring with it benefits
for Society parishes in that area.

We feel it is important that, as part of this set of pro-
posals, a senior priest of our integrity be based in the
south-west of England and be tasked with supporting
the work of the newly appointed bishop. This would
support the Provincial Episcopal Visitor with an on-
going presence in that region and would facilitate
closer working with the south-western dioceses.

On the See of Beverley vacancy, we are pleased to
hear that good progress is being made towards an ap-
pointment and that, all being well, the successful can-
didate will be consecrated to the episcopate in the
autumn of 2022.

We are mindful, particularly with two of the three
PEV roles currently vacant, of the importance of us
exhorting the faithful to attend Mass in person in So-
ciety parishes on a Sunday wherever that is feasible.
The easing of the pandemic has led our brother
Roman Catholic bishops in England and Wales to
reintroduce the obligation to attend Mass in person
on Sundays from the Solemnity of Pentecost, which
is on 5 June this year.

We commend their words to you: “The Eucharist
gives the Church her identity. It enables us to worship
Almighty God, to support each other on our journey
of faith, and to be a visible sign of faith in the world.
This hallmark is supported and strengthened by the
precept that our fundamental Christian duty is to wor-
ship God by participating in the celebration of Mass.
Attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is the
greatest of all privileges.”

Photos (Emma Underhill Photography):
1 The sanctuary party at the National Assembly Mass
3 The consecration of the elements at the NA
3 Tom Middleton, Director of Forward in Faith 
4 Fr David Houlding delivers the keynote speech 
5 Bishop Martin Warner preaches at the NA (page 9)

4
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T
he small village of Ingleby Greenhow lies on the
northern edge of the North York Moors. It has a
pub, an excellent butcher and an 11th century

church which contains a fine 17th century altarpiece, de-
picting Moses and Aaron on either side of the 10 Com-
mandments, the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed.
These Old Testament figures who speak about Anglican
identity are deeply embedded in the 17th-century forma-
tion of the nation’s faith. The title page of the King James
Version of the Bible, published in 1611, shows Moses and
Aaron as the largest figures in a heavenly assembly sur-
rounded on four corners by the four evangelists, and
above them the 12 apostles and St Paul. 

What is it that the Church of England was saying
about itself by using Moses and Aaron as icons of its life?
They assert the relationship between the State (repre-
sented by Moses the law-giver) and the Church (repre-
sented by Aaron vested as the priest), or between the
Monarch and the bishop. The Monarch, representing the
State, governs the life of the Church. But under God the
Monarch is also accountable for it as the divinely insti-
tuted vehicle for promoting a just and well-ordered soci-
ety built on the template of the kingdom of heaven.

The Book of Numbers speaks about authority and the
contribution of religion to the common good. Its reference
to the giving of the spirit is an Old Testament example of
a similar process in the New Testament, when the Holy
Spirit is given by Jesus Christ to the Apostles for the min-
istry of ordination. 

When we try to work out how the Church of England
uses iconic images and symbols to define itself, the de-
finitive guide we should consult to test our interpretation
is The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity by Richard Hooker,
who set the standards for the Church of England’s claim,
under the settlement of Elizabeth I, to be both Catholic
and Reformed. He understood the similarity between God
sharing the spirit between Moses and the 70 elders of Is-
rael, and Jesus Christ instituting an ordained ministry (of
bishop, priest and deacon), noting that ‘the Holy Ghost
which our Saviour [gave] in his first ordinations’ concurs
with ‘the spirit which God derived from Moses to them
that assisted him in his government’. 

His point is about something more profound than just
a pleasing similarity between Old and New Testaments.
It is about the effect of the ministry that is exercised by
those that God has called and chosen and who, through
the prayer of the Church, receive the Holy Spirit as the
gift of God. It is exercised by mortals, in spite of their un-
worthiness, but what it effects is the work of God himself,
authoritatively and unmistakably. And the moral benefit
of this within the realm is summed up in the 1662 Prayer
Book’s prayer for the Church’s work on earth, looking

for the ‘the punishment of wickedness and vice’ and the
maintenance of ‘true religion and virtue’. Hooker con-
cluded: ‘Whether we preach, pray, baptize, communicate,
condemn, give absolution, or whatever, as disposers of
God’s mysteries, our words, judgements, acts and deeds,
are not ours but the Holy Ghost’s’ (E.P. Book V Ch.
lxxvii. 8).

The 1662 Ordination service for the Consecration of
Bishops evokes three stories that describe how Jesus, after
he had risen from the dead, empowers the Apostles he had
called as his disciples, to continue his work on earth. In
one of the stories, he gives them the power to forgive sins.
In another, he commands Peter ‘Feed my sheep’ – feeding
the mind with Scripture as well as the bodily and spiritual
feeding with the Eucharist. And in the third gospel story,
Jesus gives the Apostles universal authority to baptise and
to teach what he had taught them. It is the oversight of
this work, empowered by the Holy Spirit, that a bishop
undertakes as one who stands in the succession of those
first Apostles whom Jesus sent as the agents on earth of
his redeeming work. 

Richard Hooker refers to bishops as ‘disposers of
God’s mysteries’ which is a very ancient description of
Christian faith and its public worship, especially through
Baptism and Confirmation, and above all in the Eucharist. 

These are not mysteries to be solved, like in a novel
by Anthony Horowitz or PD James. These are mysteries
in which we touch the inexplicable reality of the unseen
life of God. We are transformed by it as it reshapes what
we desire and how we live. Augustine of Hippo describes
that experience in these words: ‘I tasted you, and now
hunger and thirst for you: you touched me, and I have
burned for your peace’. 

In the rite of Confirmation, we ask God the Father to
seal the gift of Holy Spirit in those who have been bap-
tised and who seek to complete their entry into the
Church, which they will do when they begin the practice
of their faith through receiving Holy Communion. We ask
that the seal of this gift will empower them to live in the
dignity of the baptised, as witnesses and agents of the
gospel of Jesus Christ in daily life. The last of the seven-
fold gifts of the Spirit that is sealed in them is a spirit of
holy fear. This is the fear that trembles with delight in the
way that Augustine describes, as it encounters the mys-
tery of God’s love reconfiguring us in dignity and glory.

This mystery, says Augustine, is like a fragrance that
you long to breath in more deeply and more often. May
the gift of the Spirit, received in Confirmation, nurture
such longing for the vision of God when, at the last, Jesus
Christ calls us to the perfection and glory of resurrection
life in heaven.

By the Spirit sealed
Martin Warner reflects on God’s mysteries in the 
sacramental life

5
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T
he sacrament of confirmation is often seen as a
rite of admission to the reception of holy com-
munion but more generally as a rite related to a

coming of age and maturing in the faith. In this way it
gives a certain degree of choice to the individual in the
initiation, opting to receive the sacrament in a way not
possible with infant baptism. Practice has differed over
time, of course, as well as between jurisdictions within
the Universal Church. In the Church of England, it con-
tinues to be conferred by bishops.

Beyond the detail of its administration, confirmation
presents an opportunity for the Church to demonstrate its
pastoral care to the faithful and for services of confirma-
tion to bring together families, church schools, and parish
communities in a way which can be hard to match. This
is particularly the case when there is a cohort of candi-
dates in their teenage years, which tends to be the earliest
age for this particular sacrament.

Being episcopal in character and nature in the Angli-
can context, it is thus the ideal occasion for a bishop to
visit the parishes in his See, possibly annually but cer-
tainly at regular intervals, assuming a steady flow of can-
didates and opportunities.

The last two years of pandemic have of course been
hugely challenging for all aspects of church life and vital
rites of passage. Confirmation in no small part relies on
church schools functioning normally or confirmation
classes being able to be held or Sunday Masses being able
to function to a standard schedule.

For that reason, the most recent year for church sta-
tistics for comparison purposes is 2019. The Church of
England’s publication Statistics for Mission 2019 sets out
that 13,400 people were confirmed in the Church of Eng-

land in 2019. Most tellingly, the report sets out that, in the
ten-year period since 2009, the number of confirmations
had fallen from a level of 25,000 to one of 13,400. This rep-
resents a reduction of 46 per cent. (In reality it will be hard
to regain even a 50% level in these post-pandemic times.)

The purpose of raising this falling away of around
half the total number of confirmations over the course of
a decade is not to be alarmist. The Church of England is
fully aware of the existential challenge it faces and, while
they may not be universally acclaimed, does have a set of
strategies to combat the decline. Curves, as we know, can
be flattened.

Highlighting the starkly downward trend in confir-
mations inevitably leads us to ask questions as to how it
came about and what does it mean for the future. Can the
Church of England still claim to be playing a meaningful
role in national life? Amidst the clamour for relevance and
modern forms of worship, has the sacramental life been
neglected? Has the pandemic exacerbated that neglect?
What is taught about the Faith, if anything, to young peo-
ple? Do the small numbers of people with any exposure
to church liturgy find the experience memorable and in-
spiring?

We know that there are no easy answers to these
questions. We also know that simply giving up or saying
‘our focus is on-line services’ will not help. Be encour-
aged by the confirmation service in a Society parish in
Manchester on these pages. It is heartening to see what
can be achieved with a faithful parish priest and an open-
ness to God’s love intervening in people’s lives.

We don’t have a crystal ball at New Directions, or
even at Forward in Faith and The Society. None of us has
a better idea where the Church’s decline will lead and
where or when it will end. Perhaps there can be a phoenix
from the ashes, and it can be in the form of a rediscovery
of the richness of the Church’s liturgical heritage and the
sacraments which are the transforming actions arising
from that liturgy. For evidently it is where God acts and
the Spirit moves amongst his people.

Come, Holy Spirit
Through declining confirmation numbers, Tom Middleton looks at it means in to be called by God
and ‘made his own’

…in the ten-year period since 2009, 
confirmations have fallen from 25,000

13,400: a 46% reduction…

ND
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A
common thread in the life of the church at the
moment is the feeling that ‘things will never be
like they were before’ in reference to how we

live out our discipleship now in the post-pandemic
world. For many of us, we sit back and wonder. Perhaps
dazed and blurry eyed bearing the bruises of what we’ve
experienced and perhaps wracked with anxiety as to
what the future will hold. There seems to be different
pathways being taken by ground-breaking initiatives to
cope with the changes that we are experiencing and liv-
ing through as the Church, rather than brow beat it , it
may well be that we take the Gamaliel principle and
await the outcome with hope or trepidation.

Something as familiar as confirmation preparation
was begun by me and the ordinand on placement with
us. It may not seem extraordinary and yet it felt like it
may well  be a pointless task. Despite a return to public
worship and parochial life, would things be the same
again? Would anyone want to take up the baton and run
the race? Would Zoom be a better answer in delivering
it? Would there be anyone to deliver it too? I now found
myself as parish priest of not one but three parishes, how
could I possibly prepare any candidate’s all at once?

Well, I heeded the words of an elderly parishioner
many years ago now who when he became immobile
said to me: ‘There’s no point in complaining, I’ve just
got to adapt to my circumstances’.      The time for naval
gazing had passed.

Jumping in with both feet two centres of preparation
were set up, transport arranged for those who needed it
and crossing over if you couldn’t make one venue come
to the other. It wasn’t particularly rocket science just
bread and butter parish ministry and to my great surprise
it worked. In the end we found ourselves preparing
twenty three candidates from ages 11 to 17 and two
adults also. The immensity and awesomeness of this was
brought home to me at the actual Confirmation Mass it-
self, what an achievement, what an example of growing
the Church, what a wonderful movement of the power
of the Holy Spirit.

In our time of vacancy in the See of Beverley, the
Bishop of Burnley crossed the Pennines to administer
the sacrament but he also made a point of meeting with
all the candidates and teaching them too before the cel-
ebration; it was majestic. It is certainly something the
confirmands will never forget.

‘Things will not be like they were before,’ yes this
is true. St John Henry Newman said ‘To live is to
change, and to change often is to become more perfect’.
We have and we strive to be, and thank God he is in
charge of his Church and we adapt to our circumstances
to proclaim Christ the same yesterday, today and for-
ever.

Fr Paul Hutchins SSC is the incumbent of Holy Family,
Failsworth, in the Diocese of Manchester.

Going for Growth
Will things be the same? asks Paul Hutchins 

The Bishop of Burnley confirming in Manchester during Lent this year.
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I
t seems unremarkable to say that the altar is the
focus of the church. But actually for most pagan
temples, the focus was not the altar, but the idol.

Whether the Parthenon, or Karnak, or the Temple of
Mithras under Bank Station, the basic pattern was the
same: you made your way through the various
anterooms and courts until you gazed upon the image. 

The concept of the pagan worship was managing
the supernatural powers of the gods. Sacrifice and rituals
would, up to a point, bind their capricious and dangerous
actions: do this to make it rain; that to ensure the
flooding of the Nile, the next thing to recruit the god
against my enemies. Your worship managed them and
kept them under control.

For the Jews, seized of the reality of the God who
made all things, there could be no idol. The altar was still
not the focus of worship, but the sacrifice made there was
the offering that prepared access to the Presence, as once
a year rites of atonement for sin and purification were
made so that the High Priest could enter the Holy of
Holies. The other parts of the Jewish sacrificial system
similarly pointed beyond themselves: the Passover
recalled the covenant the Lord made with his people that
they should be his and he would be with them with
mighty hand and outstretched arm. 

These and the other sacrifices offered, like the two
young pigeons to redeem the first born, still tried by
human response to manage our end of the promise. And
that – sinful, weak, distracted, finite as we are – we are
not able to do.

In Jesus Christ we are given a new covenant. He
will make the response we are not able to make. He will
give us the gift of his presence with us so that the offering
is his.

The sacraments of the church do not bind God, as
though by pagan magic or assertion of our good works

we can require him to do what we want. Rather in them
we respond to his gift of himself. The Holy Sacrament
of the Altar is a response to his promise, that if we use
the forms of words he gave when he said, ‘This is my
body, my blood’, while taking the matter which he
defined, bread and wine, and conforming our personal
will and desire to the will of his body, the Church, then
he will do what he said he would, and give us the grace
of his presence not by special intervention, but by
covenanted gift. 

So we can consider the Christian altar in four
aspects, each of which is illustrated by part of the rite of
consecration. Table, Stone, Tomb, Throne.

On the night He was betrayed he sat at Table. He
did so at a Passover meal from which most of those who
would normally attend a Passover were excluded. Just
the Lord and the Twelve. None of the women nor the
young like John Mark nor the brethren nor his friends
from Bethany. At the Last Supper he instituted the new
covenant meal and ordered the new priesthood of the
church. So at the end of the rite of consecration the table
is decked with cloths and dressed as for a banquet, and
the church gathers not anyhow, but ordered, the priest in
apostolic succession, the women and the young, brethren
and friends set in their different places in the body where
all are equal but not interchangeable, each members of
the body, needing each other precisely because they are
different.  

The next afternoon he hung on the cross, and the
altar is for us the Stone on which the sacrifice is made.
Here the body and blood are offered in memory of that
his precious death until he comes again. This memory,
anamnesis, is the kind of remembering which makes the
thing remembered present. The sacrifice is once for all,
and was fully completed, when He called from the cross,
‘It is finished.’ Yet what he never can repeat is shown

Table, Stone, Tomb, Throne
With the consecration of a new stone altar in Holborn, Luke Miller considers its centrality to the life
of every church, priest and eucharist
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forth day by day. It is a memory like a computer
memory, which makes present what is remembered. 

The altar is thus marked with five crosses – the
signs of his wounds. Because in his death his humanity
is most clearly visible, it is here at the cross we may most
nearly approach him. This is why on Good Friday we
make the solemn intercessions, which like all our
prayers, are only possible for us through Jesus Christ Our
Lord, who is fully human and fully divine. Incense is
therefore burnt on the new altar as a sign that here is our
place of intercession, for here we come to the cross, the
stone on which the sacrifice is offered in which He
comes entirely to share our humanity, even its death, so
that we may be drawn to his divinity which is life. The
sacrifice made on the stone is not ours, but his. 

For his burial and lying in the tomb he was
anointed. Jacob poured oil over the stone at Bethel so
that it would be a sign for people to see. The empty tomb
became not a place of secret mourning and concealment,
but the revealed sign of life. The first altars were often
raised over the tombs of the confessors and martyrs, and
relics are buried in the altar while it is anointed. In this

new altar at Holborn is buried the relic of St Paul. The
altar which is a Tomb is a sign of the resurrection, his,
which through his love is shared with us all. 

Which brings us to Easter, and to the altar
considered as the Throne of the risen Lord. Not an idol
at the heart of the Temple, but the mercy seat, the door
of heaven, the place of meeting where heaven and earth
are joined. This is what you have come to and nothing
less. This is why we bow to the altar – we bow to the one
who is seated on the throne above in glory. And it is why
the altar is sprinkled, not to wash it, but to recall us to the
new life we received in baptism when our life was united
with his life, and we were reborn so that his eternal life
might be ours.  

Those who are alert liturgists will see that the rites
are actually done in the reverse order. The altar is first
sprinkled, then the burial of relics and the anointing; next
the burning incense and, finally it is dressed and used for
the celebration of the eucharist. It is Throne and Tomb
and Stone and Table all at once. But above all it is the
place of the gift and grace of God. And so it is at the
centre and heart of the church. ND
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S
t John’s Gospel is seen as jewel of the New Tes-
tament and for some the first choice Gospel. Like
anything valued its provenance is important

(meaning its history of ownership and validity in art and
literature) this can increase or decrease its value. The au-
thor of the gospel is not specifically identified by name
but there is internal evidence it was written by a disciple
close to Jesus (“the disciple whom Jesus loved”
(21.20,24). The title the Gospel according to St John (kata
ioannen) was added some centuries later. The Fourth
Gospel differs from the Synoptic Gospels (Mark,
Matthew and Luke) both in style and contents and can
even be called a symbolic discourse and presents the
ministry of Jesus as taking place in three years rather
than in two. The Fourth Gospel does not talk about the
miracles of Jesus: they are referred to as the signs of his
divinity. The Gospel of St John is deceptively simple in
style and vocabulary, its Christology is projected in strik-
ing poetry using metaphors but also has mystic qualities
suggesting a hidden depth. Thus it operates at two levels,
facts are given but also they have symbolic meanings re-
lated to the theology of St John, with an emphasis on
love and community, contrasting with the synoptic
Gospels.

A hypothesis is put forward that the Gospel was
written in five stages, possibly similar to the Synoptic
Gospels. An initial version based on the witness of the
personal experiences of Jesus. In St John’s Gospel this
can be seen as source material and may have included
different eyewitness accounts including the account of
the “Beloved Disciple”, John the Apostle, the son of
Zebedee; both of whom could have been the same per-
son. Authorship and writer need not be the same, and
many attributed authors in the Bible never put quill to
parchment. John was a Galilean fisherman who had as
his native language Aramaic, he may have spoken Greek
for trading purposes but this would have been a rustic
Greek, not the excellent Greek of the New Testament
Gospel. 

There are claims of the development of a close knit
Johannine Community, these were people who were de-
voted to Johannine tradition and expressed their version
of the Christian faith as derived from this tradition. St
John the Apostle is always seen as the father figure. To
the leading preacher we give the title of The Evangelist,
he was either a close friend of the Beloved Disciple or
the same person. There were many members of this
group but we are mainly concerned with the literary
members. It seems there were elders, the author of the
letters and loosely associated with them a seer, the author
of Revelation. Over decades this corpus of material de-
veloped mainly in the oral tradition. Eventually the lead-
ing evangelist drawing on his own material and on other
sources wrote a structured literary work. This material
was organised by The Evangelist and possibly by a the-

ologian into a structured Gospel that we would recognise
today and became the first edition of the Fourth Gospel.
The Evangelist may have written this himself or used
scribes. It is written in good Greek and incorporated the
work of other members of the group. The Gospel we
have may have been edited several times (redacted), pos-
sibly by the same person, making it fit the need of the
community in changing situations. New material could
have been introduced that had been unknown or ex-
cluded from previous editions. This possibly happened
around 80-90 AD. The final edition was made, possible
after the death of The Evangelist, There was clearly a re-
spect for the Johannine tradition and text. This is shown
by additions being made either by insertions or parallel
texts, brought together in St John chapter 6.35-50 and
said again in 6.51-58. 

We do not know exactly where exactly where or
when the Gospel was written with claims being made
that it was written in Alexandria, Ephesus or a Jewish
City in lower Galilee, in any case a world steeped in Old
Testament tradition. By tradition St John had a long life
living in Ephesus and having a prominent role in the life
of the Church with St Jerome claiming he wrote or dic-
tated his Gospel in old age being one of the last of the
eyewitnesses of the ministry of Jesus. This implies that
John reflected on the theological effects of events as is
written at the end of his Gospel (St John 24.24-25). This
is the nearest we get to internal evidence the Gospel was
written by St John.

Some consideration needs to be made of the effect
Gnosticism had on the acceptance of St John’s Gospel.
Gnosticism came into focus in the middle of the second
century and so was not very active when the Fourth
Gospel was being transmitted at the end of the first cen-
tury but had an effect on its acceptance by the Church in
the second and third century. Although not a religion in
its own rite it was a series of parasitic ideas that attached
itself to what it saw as attractive hosts. The mystical
metaphorical qualities of St John’s Gospel made this
seem a ready host. Commentaries by Valentinus and
Heracleon in the later part of the second century project
Gnostic cosmology and dualistic ideas into the Fourth
Gospel text and hindered its acceptance by conventional
biblical scholars of the time. Irenaeus (c.130-c.200) was
a strong critic of Gnosticism but he was a powerful de-
fender of St John’s Gospel. His claim is that the Gospel
was written at Ephesus by John the Apostle the son of
Zebedee after he had read the Synoptic Gospels towards
the end of his long life. This, according to his account,
was in the reign of the Roman Emperor Trajan (98-117)
and thus must have been written at least at the very end
of the first century when John was a very old man in-
deed. This information is reputed to have come from
Polycarp (c.69-c.155) whom Irenaeus heard speak when
he was young. Polycarp is reputed to have been in-

The Provenance of St John’s Gospel
John Gayford considers the Fourth Gospel’s sayings and signs



structed by Apostles including John. There is also from
this source an account of John running away from a pub-
lic bath because Cerinthus; a known Gnostic, described
as an enemy of the truth, was there. These facts are also
recorded by Eusebius (c.260-c.340) who in addition to
being Bishop of Caesarea is given the title Father of
Church History. 

It has to be remembered that there is strong proba-
bility that all the Canonical Gospels existed in an “oral
form” (possibly with guiding notes) before they existed
in a written form that we would recognise today. It seems
reasonable to conclude that the Fourth gospel had a long
gestation period and minor changes could well have been
made into the second century. These changes could have
been made to refute criticism and to fulfil the needs of
the community that the Gospel was to serve. There were
no printing presses and no date of publication, scribes
had to copy the text allowing plenty of scope for editing. 

The appearance of advanced Christology and sacra-
mental theology in St John’s Gospel has been seen as late
additions: editing and redaction likely continued after
completion. Even if it was completed after the Synoptic
Gospels there is a body of opinion claiming it was being
written at about the same time but was longer in its ges-
tation. 

The structure of St John’s Gospel is simple. It con-
sists of a prologue (1.1-18) which was probably written
later, the Book of Signs (1.19 to 13.1) the Book of Glory
or Exaltation (13.1 to 20.31). In the Book of Glory we
meet Jesus as our Saviour. Finally a postlude again prob-
ably written later tells us of the author (chapter 21). The
Gospel in the Book of Signs does not speak of the mira-
cles of Jesus but see them as signs of his divinity. There
seven signs generally accepted but suggestions have
been made of an eighth sign. 

There are also the Ego eimi (‘I am’ sayings of
Jesus). Meditation on these sayings of Jesus in St John’s
Gospel has given rise to positive hermeneutic Christian
interpretations. There are again classically seven of these
sayings. Jesus does not only refer to who he is but also
to what he does. We can trace these sayings back to the
Old Testament (Torah and Wisdom). There is an element
of past, present and future, glimpses of the eternal nature
of Our Blessed Lord emerge, pointing to his divinity and
reasons why we can trust him.

The Book of Glory or Exaltation starts “Now before
the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that the hour had
come to depart from this world and to go to the Father”
(13.1). We then have the last discourse of Jesus with his
disciples which is marked by repetitions and contradic-
tions but tells of the last meal of Jesus with its Eucharis-
tic importance. The final flourish is his statement “if you
love me you will keep my commandments”. There is the
promise of the Holy Spirit (the Advocate). We travel to
the garden of Gethsemane where Jesus is betrayed, ar-
rested and brought to trial before the Jewish authorities
and Pontius Pilate resulting in his condemnation to death
by crucifixion. The passion of Jesus continues with the
Way of the Cross and his execution which St John see as
Jesus entering into glory of the Father as our saviour. The

resurrection of Jesus is testified by Mary Magdalene and
confirmed by Peter and John; after this he appears to the
other disciples. 

Finally we can be critical of the epilogue (21.24-25)
with its internal clue to the authorship. St John’s Gospel
appears to have two endings. The first (20.39-31) some
see as the intended ending. Then (21-25) was added later,
seeming as if it had been written in hast with an element
of biblical hyperbole. This is not unusual: most authors
have difficulty with a satisfactory ending.

From time to time St John’s Gospel has been at-
tacked as a Hellenization of the historical Jesus but now
biblical scholars are acclaiming it as the most reliable
and accurate account of the real historical Jesus by
telling us what Jesus said, did and who he is. The Fourth
Gospel has long been valued as a foundation document
of the Christian faith with the most advanced Christol-
ogy in the New Testament, summed up when Jesus is re-
ported as saying “The Father and I are one” (St John
10.30). When Clement of Alexandria (c.150-c.215) called
St John’s Gospel a spiritual Gospel he spoke for many
over the centuries who have valued it as a source of spir-
itual inspiration: and still is for many. The literary skills
of the author of theFourth Gospel is to be admired in the
way dialogue and discussion are used. It contains more
discursive material than the synoptic gospels but not at
the expense of the narrative nature of the Gospel. History
has shown it is also a classic text of world literature and
is keeping this place after almost 2000 years. St John’s
Gospel is full of symbolism, poetry and the mystery of
the Christian faith and is a gospel of eternal life. 
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The Book of Signs and the Ego Eimi sayings of
Jesus.

The Book of Signs does not speak of the miracles
of Jesus but see them as signs of his divinity. The
seven signs generally accepted are:-

1. Changing water into wine at the Wedding at
Cana "the first of the signs" (2:1-11).

2. Healing a royal official’s son in Capernaum,
(4:46-54).                                                                     

3. Healing the paralytic at Bethesda, (5:1-15).
4. Feeding the 5000, (6:5-14).
5. Jesus walking on water, (6:16-23). 
6. Healing the man blind from birth, (9:1-7).
7. The raising of Lazarus, (9:11-45). 

The Ego eimi (“I am sayings” of Jesus). There are
classically seven sayings:- 

1. “I am the bread of life” (6:35)
2. “I am the light of the world” (8:12)  
3. “I am the door” (10: 9) 
4. “I am the good shepherd” (10:11) 
5. “I am the resurrection”  (11:12) 
6. “I am the way” (14:6)“ 
7. “I am the true vine” (15:1). 



O
n 2 May 2022 the Shrine was delighted to host
its first National Pilgrimage since 2019. 1071
days had gone by since pilgrims had last been

able to come together to celebrate this joyful occasion:
the National being a highlight in the diary of many a pil-
grim!

The opening event of the National had in fact begun
the previous night as ordinands from Mirfield, St
Stephen’s House, and Emmanuel College gathered to
spend a night in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.

On the day of the National itself, large numbers of
pilgrims soon started to arrive and by the end of the
morning, over 1000 had taken their place in the Abbey
grounds while over 100 priests and bishops arrived in
procession, ready to concelebrate the Mass.

It was good to see that our protester friends had not
been caught out by the date change for this year (The Na-
tional taking place in early May due to the Queen’s Ju-
bilee) and came as always to voice their opinions.
However, it was quite difficult to hear what they were
saying as while the procession was passing them by, the
faithful were at the same time and with great gusto also
joyfully singing ‘Ladye of Walsingham! Be as thou hast
been, England’s protectress, our Mother and our Queen’!

Throughout the day the serving team from St
Alban’s, South Norwood, ably assisted with the various
different liturgies of the National and it was also a joy to
welcome the Principal Celebrant of the Mass for this
year, the Rt Revd Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield.

It was exactly 100 years ago that the very first pil-
grims returned to Walsingham under the guidance of the
Shrine’s first Master of the Guardians, Fr Alfred Hope
Patten. Therefore, it was most fitting that the preacher
for this year was the current Master of the Guardians, the
Rt Revd Philip North, Bishop of Burnley.

In his homily, Bishop Philip spoke about that won-
derful moment on 6th July 1922 when pilgrimage first re-
turned to Walsingham:

On that day a small group of ardent young Anglo-
Catholic priests have gathered in the Parish Church
for a conference. Fr Archdale King, the Curate of St
Saviour, Poplar, preaches a stirring homily. Then the
Vicar, Fr Hope Patten, unveils his latest addition to
the church building - a beautiful image of Our Lady
of Walsingham, carved by the Carmelite ,Sister
Catherine, in a workshop very close to the place in
Chelsea where the original was burnt by that iniqui-
tous tyrant King Henry VIII. Prayers are said, and
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Ladye of Walsingham, be as thou
hast been!
The ‘Grand National’ was a day to remember, writes Ben Bradshaw



then Fr Hope Patten places the image on the wall of
the Guild Chapel. And for the first time for nearly 400
years there is once again a permanent place of pil-
grimage on this holy ground.

Bishop Philip also reflected on the meaning of truth,
something that is increasingly distorted in our modern so-
ciety:

Truth is something that we are very confused about
today as a culture and increasingly as a church. We
confuse truth with opinion. We assume that truth is
something that everybody needs to work out for
themselves, and that everyone’s truth is therefore
equal. We are each responsible for working out our
own ethical framework and purpose and identity. And
of course that is horribly stressful and exhausting be-
cause we have nothing concrete to fall back on.
Everything becomes uncertain and negotiable. We
have turned truth into a problem that we need to
solve. 

As he held that image of Our Lady of Walsingham
high, Hope Patten was declaring that truth is not
something we need to decide for ourselves. It is re-
vealed to us in Mary’s child. It is not a problem we
need to solve. It is a gift that we are invited to em-
brace, and in embracing it, find life. 

And today we do exactly the same. Today we will
hold high this same image of Mary, we will carry her
on procession and seek the fellowship of Mary’s
prayers. And as we do so, in a post-truth, fake-news
world, we will declare the unchanging truth of her
son, Jesus Christ. 

In the space of just 100 years, Walsingham has been
completely transformed and pilgrimage continues to
flourish at England’s Nazareth. Next year the Na-
tional Pilgrimage will take place on Monday 29 May
2023, and all are very welcome to attend, and if you
do, then as Bishop Philip concluded in his homily, a
pilgrimage to Walsingham will always present the
opportunity to leave as a different person:

Don’t go home the same. Go home changed.
Today, on this holy ground, offer your life to Jesus.
Embrace afresh the truth of the Gospel. And then
when you get back, tell someone. Find one person,
maybe two, and tell them about the Jesus you have
met here and truth you have found here. 

Accept the truth of Jesus Christ. Live the truth of
Jesus Christ. Declare the truth of Jesus Christ. And
then the vision of Fr Hope Patten will indeed have
been richly fulfilled. For through this Child of this
precious, holy Mother we find the truth that sets us
free. And in that truth we discover eternity. Amen.

Fr Ben Bradshaw SSC is the Shrine Priest at the Shrine
of Our Lady in Walsingham.

June 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 17

ND



18 � NEWuDIRECTIONS �June 2022

Ready for all thy perfect will
For us all, and particularly clergy, Martin Draper finds encouragement in a famous Wesley hymn as
Petertide approaches

W
hen those of us who are ordained priest ask
ourselves, ‘how much personal preparation
do I make for Sunday?’ the answer is proba-

bly something like, ‘not as much as I used to’.
Sunday is the day on which our public ministry is

clearly manifest to the greatest number of people; when
what we do most clearly expresses what we are. Yet, the
‘business’ of Sunday morning sometimes works against
prayerful preparation. Some clergy have to prepare their
own young children for Sunday in ways which are more
practical than spiritual. Others serve more than one
church and have to rush from one celebration to another,
arriving just before another mass is due to begin. And
sacristies are not as quiet and recollected as they once
were: a parishioner knocks on the door with something
which must be included in the notices; or a Churchwar-
den tells us that someone has asked to see a priest imme-
diately and there is no alternative but to go ourselves and
explain to the person that we shall be happy to give them
some time after mass is ended. 

Saturdays too are full of preparation of one sort or
another: the sermon is perhaps not finished. Then there’s
the weekly bulletin to print out, and so on.

What about spending a moment just before going
to sleep on Saturday evening? The words of Charles
Wesley’s (1707-88) hymn, O thou who camest from
above, form an excellent act of priestly rededication and
are so familiar that they are easily learned by heart. We
can pray them for ourselves and, if you are a list-oriented
intercessor, for other priests we wish to remember by
name.

O THOU who camest from above,
The true celestial fire to impart,

Kindle a flame of sacred love
On the mean altar of my heart.

2   There let it for thy glory burn
With inextinguishable blaze,

And trembling to its source return
In humble prayer and fervent praise.

3   Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
To work and speak and think for thee;

Still let me guard the holy fire,
And still stir up thy gift in me.

4   Ready for all thy perfect will,
My acts of faith and love repeat,

Till death thy endless mercies seal,
And make my sacrifice complete.

The hymn is addressed to Christ, ‘who came from
above’: our great High Priest, who has called us and
gifted us with a share in his own priestly ministry. With
its vocabulary of ‘altar’ and ‘sacred’ and ‘sacrifice’,
priestly vocation infuses the whole text and is wholly ap-
propriate for pre-ordination retreats.

It begins by asking Christ for the celestial fire which
is the Holy Spirit, which he himself promised and has al-
ready ‘imparted’ to his whole Church. Yes, our hearts
are often ‘mean’ as altars, but he can kindle a flame in
and on them, because the ‘fire’ is that of the ‘sacred love’
which unites the Holy Trinity.

With the offering of the Church’s sacrifice of praise
on the morrow foremost in our minds – for the ‘fire’ shall
never to go out – we pray that what we do will be for
Christ’s glory. We ‘tremble’ to do it, for ‘we are not wor-
thy to offer any sacrifice, yet….’ we can offer the sacri-
fice of Christ himself. We offer it in humility, but also
with the fervour which, though sometimes lacking per-
sonally (hence our prayer now), is always that of the
whole Church Catholic. 

But our heart’s desire, if not always that of our will,
is not restricted to the next morning’s celebration of the
eucharist. Its desire is to do everything for Christ
throughout the day and week ahead. The fire of sacred
love which – in the sacraments for example – is the life-
blood of the Church has to be guarded as the treasure it
is, and who else is there to guard it? So we need to ask
that Christ’s gift of his priesthood will be ‘stirred up’ in
us again and again.

Then we shall be ready – as the hymn prays – for all
his ‘perfect will’, whatever that may be. We commit our-
selves to ‘repeating’ those acts of faith and love, of
which the Daily Offices, to which we are bound by our
ordination, spring to mind. Their words are certainly
much repeated! We can easily see them as the acts of
faith they are and we can also see them, however ‘me-
chanical’ they sometimes seem, as acts of love for Christ
and his Church.

Like many traditional hymns, its end reminds us of
our own. Death is seen, beautifully, as sealing ‘Christ’s
endless mercies’. It also completes our priestly service
on earth, when Christ’s full, perfect and sufficient sacri-
fice shall be made completely and finally our own.

Of course, Wesley’s text is not only for priests, but
his words – it may be a particular line one Saturday
evening, then another the following week – provide in
two or three minutes exactly what we all need to make
us ‘ready for (Christ’s) perfect will’ on ‘the first day of
the week’ as well as during the rest of it. ND
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uWANDERING BISHOPu

Michael Langrish

A
bishop is called to lead in
serving and caring for the
people of God and to work

with them in the oversight of the
Church . . . he is to promote its mis-
sion throughout the world. It is his
duty to watch over and pray for all
those committed to his charge . . .
speaking in the name of God and in-
terpreting the Gospel of Christ.

These words come from the
charge to a new Bishop prior to con-
secration, the whole text of which I
photocopied the day after my own
episcopal ordination in York Min-
ster on the Feast of St Chad 1993. It
is a text that I have carried in my
wallet ever since, taking it out every
few weeks to prayerfully consider
its priorities against the many differ-
ent demands made on the diary.
Continuing to do this through the
eight years since my retirement
from the See of Exeter has caused
me to frequently reflect, rather wist-
fully, and with my tongue only half
in my cheek, ‘I now have the time
and the energy to be the bishop I al-
ways wanted to be’. 

Serving the church, encourag-
ing the faithful, interpreting the
Gospel of Christ – these remain the
great joys of episcopal life, and I am
grateful for the opportunities that
come my way week by week in the
Dioceses of Chichester and Europe
to do just this. So, the past month
has taken me from West Sussex to
East, from small country churches
nestling in the Downs to Victorian
grandeur by the sea, but in every
place the faithful people of God,
faithful in prayer, service and pas-
toral care, and slowly rebuilding
after the trials of the past two years. 

It was a particular joy to accom-
pany the congregation of the beau-
tiful and peaceful Priory Church at
Boxgrove from Palm Sunday to
Holy Saturday. Creative and care-
fully prepared liturgy and the evi-

dence of a culture of good pastoral
care contributed to making it a week
of spiritual depth and profundity.
But I think there was more than this.
Maybe something to do with the im-
pact of COVID with its attendant re-
strictions which have left many
people outside the church as well as
within, hungry for healing and
hope? Certainly there seemed to be
a greater attentiveness and deeper
engagement, both personal and cor-
porate, with the liturgy.

This was something I experi-
enced too in Walsingham for the
National Pilgrimage. Some com-
mented that the numbers were
down, given the move to an earlier
date when children were in school,
but in fact they weren’t. There was
a wonderful atmosphere, combining
an appropriate air of festivity and
celebration with that same serious-
ness of prayerful intent, especially
evident in the praying of the rosary
in procession, of which – as we
walked through the meadows – I
could see neither the beginning nor
the end. And what a wonderful ser-
mon from Bishop Philip North
‘What on earth are you doing?’ he
asked us, while showing how the
lifting up of Mary speaks Gospel
truth to the cultural confusion of our
times. I drove back to Sussex re-
flecting on just how much thanks
we owe to the ongoing ministry of
Fr Kevin and the shrine team during
these times.

Other significant events have
included being present in the glori-
ous chapel of Lancing College for
the installation of the new Senior

Provost of the Woodward Corpora-
tion and the dedication of the new
West End, completing the building
according to the Founder’s vision
154 years after the foundation stone
was laid. Then a few days earlier in
Winchester Cathedral for the fu-
neral of Lou Scott-Joynt, widow of
Bishop Michael, with whom she
had shared such a significant min-
istry exhibiting further key attrib-
utes of episcopacy – hospitality,
selfless service and courage in wit-
nessing truth to power.

Once more I was taken back to
my own episcopal ordination and a
conversation with Archbishop John
Habgood the previous evening in
which he had reminded me that two
key responsibilities of any Bishop
are to be the primary minister of the
rites of Christian initiation, in bap-
tism and confirmation, and to make
provision for the church’s ongoing
ministry of Holy Order in the rites
of ordination. He is to baptise and
confirm . . . he is to ordain and to
send new minsters. Dioceses seem-
ingly differ significantly in their
willingness to recognise the central-
ity of these sacramental actions for
a bishop, akin to the presiding at the
Eucharist for a priest. And as I ex-
perienced the slightly odd arrange-
ments for Chrism masses and
renewal of ordinations vows this
year it caused me to reflect on the
extent to which the Society, any
more than the Church of England as
a whole, has a coherent theology of
Holy Order on which to base a strat-
egy and practice that enables bish-
ops, priests and deacons freed from
the constraints of bureaucracy and
the burdens of jurisdiction, to con-
tinue to play as full a part as they are
able in the nurturing of the faith, the
mission of the Kingdom, and the
worship of Almighty God through
him who died for our salvation and
is now risen indeed! ND
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uJUNE DIARYu

Thurifer

A
few months ago, Trevor
Wood was a new name to
me in the genre of crime fic-

tion. He published his first book The
Man on the Street in 2019. His detec-
tive is homeless, on the streets, once
in the Navy, a stint in prison (un-
fairly) where he committed an of-
fence so serious that he had a life
sentence, now out on license. De-
spite that baggage, he is an engaging,
flawed hero. Set in Newcastle, not its
gracious, architecturally distin-
guished main streets but its hidden,
murky recesses, the story is vividly
set, with sufficient twists and clues to
satisfy most readers. I was almost put
off his second book One Way Street
because it bore this piece of deathless
prose on the cover, ‘one of the most
unique sleuths in crime fiction’.
(Daily Express). That illiteracy was
the responsibility of the journalist.
That it appears on the cover, the re-
sponsibility of the publisher (Quer-
cus) but, possibly, also the author. A
pity. His prose within is much better
than that, crisp, demotic and fluent.
The third in this enjoyable series
Dead End Street is newly published.
Highly recommended.

u
‘No kneeling for him these days
though, arthritis and Catholicism
being an uneasy mix. A graveyard,
so peaceful, so perfect, [Fr] Mackie
thinks it could almost make him be-
lieve in God’. One of the entertaining
tropes found in Richard Osman’s,
The Thursday Murder Club. Mr
Osman is a pleasing addition to quiz
programmes. Unfeasibly tall, graced
with a ready wit, he writes with ease,
the same turn of phrase and humour.
Like most murder mysteries, you
have to take recommendations on
trust because much that makes the
book appealing cannot be shared
without revealing the plot. 

u
One of the least attractive aspects of
emerging, blinking and sniffing the
air, from lockdown was the noise. In

my secluded leafy suburb the only
sound to disturb and distract is the
murmuration of entitlement from the
residents. Beyond that is the cacoph-
ony of everyday life and of urban liv-
ing. The underground rattles,
screams and screeches. Apart from
the deadly silence of electric cars,
there remains the noise of traffic,
tooting, hooting, vrooming. It re-
minds of that blissfully inappropriate
remark by an old luvvie, actor and
embroiderer, Ernest Thesiger who,
when asked about his service in the
trenches during the First World War
is reputed to have replied, ‘Oh, my
dear, the noise, the people’.

u
Circumstances took me to Lambeth
Palace Library in its newly-con-
structed manifestation. Approached
from Westminster Bridge, an enor-
mous, blank, brick wall predomi-
nates, soulless and stark. Inside,
however, is an admirable warmth
and quiet efficiency. The working
conditions for readers are as they
were under the old dispensation. A
large table at which all sit with suffi-
cient space to write, type or consult
books and manuscripts. The ancil-
lary facilities for readers to store bags
and coats, are modest in size but ad-
equate and well-maintained. It is still
shiningly new and will weather with
use. The staff, still masked on my
visits, were polite, helpful and unas-
suming and caused no distraction
from scholarly work. Of the dozen or
so people researching, there was a
preponderance of the young, apart
from me and one retired bishop.

u
As spring had not yet sprung when I
visited, the Community Orchard in
the Archbishop’s Park, next to the
Palace and the Library, was rather
stark, bare, waiting. The orchard
contains fruit trees native to this
country, among them the Conference
Pear, Victoria Plum, and the Bram-
ley Seeding Apple. The trees were
planted in 2010 as part of a scheme

for fruit trees throughout London so
that Londoners may recover the joy
and delight of eating fruit grown
close to their homes. The Park also
aims to arrest the decline of the Com-
mon Toad which has been noticeable
(to those who notice such things)
over the past thirty years. Toads may
not be the most glamorous or appeal-
ing of amphibians but are a snack of
choice for foxes, among other small
carnivores. The slogan, Save the
Common Toad may have more trac-
tion in Lambeth Palace than Save
Our Parishes.

u
My current hero of the art of invec-
tive, assuming the mantle of the late
A.A. Gill, is John Crace of the
Guardian. He writes the sketches of
proceedings in Parliament. Outlining
the defence of the Prime Minister
over Partygate, Sir Michael Ellis,
who had drawn the short straw,
earned himself this savage on-
slaught. ‘At which point his last re-
maining shred of self-worth
shrivelled up and died. He was now
a mere carapace, masquerading as
sentient life.’ Worthy of past masters
William Hazlitt and Bernard Levin.

u
Lord Justices Newey, Baker and
Snowdon heard an appeal from Mar-
tyn Perfect against HMRC. They de-
livered the Perfect Judgement.

u
Although my transgressions have
been plentiful, I can attest to have
obeyed at all times the Deuteronom-
ical prohibition and never muzzled
an ox when it is treading out the corn.

u
Stop Press! There was no dill to be
had in my local Waitrose. The herb
section looked like the aftermath of
the Blitz. I could hear the wailing and
tearing of hair as I went in. How
many supper parties were on the
brink of ruin and social ostracism? It
was too horrifying to contemplate.
Chia seeds were still available. Deo
Gratias. ND
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uTHE WAY WE LIVE NOWu

Christopher Smith

I
n the space of a few days last
month, by coincidence, I saw
the originals of those two fa-

mous paintings of Her Majesty the
Queen by Pietro Annigoni. The ear-
lier picture, from 1955, is perhaps the
most familiar of all her portraits, and
it made Annigoni the most famous
portraitist of modern times. He was
not in any way a modernist—which
is perhaps why people like his
work—and his self-portrait of 1946
tells you immediately that he placed
himself in the Florentine Renais-
sance tradition. And that 1955 por-
trait of the Queen, although it was
condemned by the Times as lacking
vitality, brings out the remarkable
strength of character of our young
monarch. It is one of those portraits
that very clearly gives you an insight
into the personality of its subject.

u
In it, Her Majesty is portrayed wear-
ing the robes of the Order of the
Garter, and the painting was a com-
mission from the Worshipful Com-
pany of Fishmongers. It is still in the
Fishmongers’ Hall on London
Bridge, which was where I saw it in
mid-May. The background is stark,
as if she were standing in some
unidentified moorland, but there is
some detail at the bottom of the can-
vas which I had never thought about
until I found myself standing in front
of it. It put me in mind of Bruegel,
although that may be the colours as
much as the style.

u
The later portrait, painted in 1969,
portrays the Queen wearing the
robes of the Order of the British Em-
pire, and was commissioned by the
National Portrait Gallery. I encoun-
tered it last month because the
Gallery had lent it to the Royal So-
ciety of Portrait Painters, who, as
part of their annual exhibition, had
included a Jubilee series of eight
portraits of Her Majesty by members
of the Society, which was founded in

the 1890s when the Royal Academy
was having one of its periodic bouts
of self-destructive snootiness. The
O.B.E. robes are red, and the back-
ground here is very bare, giving the
Queen a rather isolated look, but it is
still a powerful portrait. It was less
popular than the earlier work, per-
haps because it looks a bit severe,
but Annigoni is quoted on the NPG
website as saying, ‘I did not want to
paint her as a film star; I saw her as
a monarch, alone in the problems of
her responsibility’.

u
I would have commended that exhi-
bition at the Mall Galleries to you,
but it was only on for ten days. The
other portraits of the Queen made an
interesting study in contrasts, but
they all gave us a sense of the dignity
of the sitter. They included a very
‘proper’ portrait by June Mendoza
which, to my mind, doesn’t bring the
personality out from the canvas, and
a recent one by Benjamin Sullivan
for the Royal Air Force Club, which
does—and there is a steely quality in
her face there which serves to re-
mind us that, even under a constitu-
tion which rightly delegates the
politics to politicians, she is the glue
which holds that constitution to-
gether.

u
There was also a portrait by Antony
Williams, painted for the Royal So-
ciety of Portrait Painters themselves,
which I like but find frustratingly
marred by the fact that he’s made her
fingers look like sausages. I have to
confess to being unenthusiastic
about the photorealism of Miriam
Escofet, but I did like the sketch by
Robbie Wraith, who was a pupil of
Annigoni, and who shows the Queen
looking fondly into the middle dis-
tance.

u
Andrew Festing was commissioned
by the Royal Hospital Chelsea, and
he paints her in the coronation robe
with a gently amused expression
flickering across her face. He in-
cludes a brace of Chelsea Pensioners
and, on the wall behind, their copy
of the painting by Van Dyck known
as the ‘Greate Peece’, depicting
Charles I and Queen Henrietta Maria
with their two eldest children, the fu-
ture Charles II and Princess Mary.

u
This, then, is my little contribution
to our Jubilee celebrations, and what
a contrast there is between the dig-
nity of the Monarch and so much of
what we see around us in public life
today. As I write, the air is filled
with too much information about
MPs looking at smutty videos in the
House of Commons and footballers’
wives suing each other for reasons I
have neither the time nor the enthu-
siasm to fathom. In a society which
elevates the demotic over the meas-
ured, the Queen is an example to us
all. As she said in her Christmas
Broadcast of 2008, ‘I hope that, like
me, you will be comforted by the ex-
ample of Jesus of Nazareth who …
makes it clear that genuine human
happiness and satisfaction lie more
in giving than receiving; more in
serving than in being served’.  May
God bless her. ND



22 � NEWuDIRECTIONS �June 2022

uTREASURE IN CLAY JARSu

Festus

S
o that is it. Martyn Percy has
left Christ Church, Oxford,
and slammed the door behind

him. What a rancorous business it
has been.

His ‘secret farewell’ took place
in the chapel of Exeter College, Ox-
ford, on 14 May. ‘My season for
[ministry] within the Church of Eng-
land must now end, partly so that
truth can be spoken to power,’ he
said from the pulpit, seemingly
oblivious that the Dean is any dio-
cese’s most senior priest. An inter-
view given to The Times just days
before spoke of his ‘breakdown’ and
being ‘bullied’. The Diocese of Ox-
ford gave its own response: ‘Much
of what has happened has been inac-
curately played out by supporters of
Martyn in the media and online.
Many people have been left dam-
aged and hurt by their campaigns.
Referring to a ‘jointly commissioned
independent review…to be led by
the CofE Independent Safeguarding
Board’ with ‘the scrutiny [it] will
bring…ready and willing to ac-
knowledge any failings. Our hope is
that Martyn will too’.

Then Alannah Jeune, the young
lady who brought a complaint
against him and was vilified and be-
littled for it, spoke in her own inter-
view with the Telegraph, recounting
in detail the lurid encounter but also
how she used to housesit the Percys’
12-bedroom home when they were
away and had been in the pro-Mar-
tyn ‘Team Dean’. She has now given
up all hope of an academic career.

Next came a statement from the
college. ‘The campaign by Dr Percy
and his supporters has been fuelled
by information, some selective,
some false and some appropriated
from leaked documents…and knit-
ted into a narrative that has been at
best, distorted and one-sided and, at
worst, untrue.’ His salary ‘was actu-
ally £90,000 when he asked for his
pay rise’. And how on safeguarding
‘It remains unclear why, upon Dr
Percy’s own account, [he] took it

upon himself to take a female stu-
dent out of the shower and “to dry
and dress” her, rather than asking
someone to assist him, or calling for
paramedics’.

u
And what of his wife, Emma, chap-
lain and canon of Christ Church? He
lovingly quoted one of her poems in
his valedictory sermon, but given the
Percys are understood to have set-
tled for as much as £2m, the lines
about ‘a different economy…de-
posits are made and investments ac-
crued…I find I am rich / And I can
draw on this wealth’ rather put the
references to ‘love, kindness, gen-
erosity and integrity’ somewhat in
the shade. She also promotes
women’s ministry to the detriment
of mutual flourishing through
WATCH, so will that be left behind
too?

u
Congratulations to Fr Michael
Bowie who celebrated the 30th an-
niversary of his ordination to the
priesthood at All Saints, Margaret
Street, last month with a jazz concert
featuring two Steinway grand pianos
in front of the chancel. Why, indeed,
should the devil have all the best
tunes? Although whether this means
ASMS will use the ‘Jazz Mass’ set-
ting anytime soon remains to be
seen.

u
Joe Biden is only the second Roman
Catholic in history to hold the office
of President of the United States, yet
he sits lightly to its social teaching.
Responding to a leak that the
Supreme Court Justices are minded
to overturn the 1972 Roe v Wade de-
cision on ‘the right to abortion’ he

commented: ‘If the court does over-
turn Roe, it will fall on voters to elect
pro-choice officials this November’.
(Pro-choice being the euphemism
for those in favour of abortion.)
Boris Johnson’s recently rediscov-
ered Catholicism has yet to be put to
such a test.

u
The Dean of Sheffield, the Very Rev
Abi Thompson, keen to be inclusive
on Easter Sunday tapped into what
was apparently a 15th-century Bavar-
ian custom to tell jokes instead of
preach the Resurrection, lest people
find it too difficult to understand.
She wore bunny ears for this but it is
not obvious if their liturgical use fol-
lows the biretta or the mitre for when
they should be taken off, put back
on, or doffed.

u
It’s the season and helpfully the
Dewsbury Reporter has featured ‘14
wedding venues in Calderdale and
Kirklees: best places to celebrate
getting married’. At position #11, be-
tween the Venue Bowers Mill and
the Holiday Inn Leeds-Brighouse is
none other than ‘The Mirfield
Monastery… Initially built in the
19th Century, this property is nestled
amongst 20 acres of private and quiet
gardens and woodlands’. It appears
to be the only house of religion on
the list. Anyone wanting to read
more can visit hitched.co.uk.

u
The Financial Times published a
beautiful article on Walsingham late
last month and with a catechist’s en-
couragement at the end. It had  been
‘amended since original publica-
tion; an earlier version mistakenly
referred to the Immaculate Concep-
tion rather than the Virgin Birth’.

u
Addresses can be very helpful. Often
there is a Church Street or Parsonage
Lane. St Luke’s Millwall, on the Isle
of Dogs describes itself as ‘over-
flowing with the love of God’ and is
located on… Alpha Grove! ND
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uBOOKS u ARTS u CULTUREu

THE VULNERARY OF CHRIST
The Mysterious Emblems of
the Wounds in the Body and
Heart of Jesus Christ
Louis Charbonneau-Lassay
G. John Champoux, Trans. 
Angelico Press, 2020
ISBN 9781621386766

In recent years there has been a sig-
nificant and growing reassertion of
the depth of Christian imagination.
Across the fields of biblical scholar-
ship, art, architecture, liturgical
practice and theological thinking
there is an increasing recognition:
that in the efforts of the last century
to present the Christian truths in a
manner deemed acceptable to
‘modern man’ something essential
has been obscured, and is even in
danger of being lost. The rot of
Modernism is finally being seen for
what it is; a fundamental attack on
the incarnate Word which ends in
the Faith being mere set of moral
precepts. Its symptoms of abstrac-
tion and evacuation of meaning
have begun to be exorcised. There
is much still to do.

This publication can be seen as
part of a wider intellectual and spir-
itual project of recent times to rein-
tegrate symbolic and mystical
thought into Christian life. And, in
doing so, to help rediscover the
richness and depth of imagination
that has been under attack from an
excessive rationalism both within
and outside the Church. Angelico
Press has now for some years been
publishing French writers in trans-
lation (Jean Hani, Jean Borella) who
have been and are engaged in this
work so as to open up their thought
to an Anglophone audience. The
Vulnerary of Christ is their latest in
this genre, though by no means the
most recently written. 

Indeed, the manuscript was

completed shortly before the death
of the author in 1946 but has only
recently been published in French
(2017) and now in English (2020).
A full and fascinating account can
be found in the editorial notes. In
this work Charbonneau-Lassay
traces the development of the rep-
resentation and symbolism of the
Passion of Christ from the peace of
Constantine to the eighteenth cen-
tury. In ‘the fourth century’ he
writes ‘there [is] manifested in
Christian art a mysterious sign that
will have an unprecedented vogue
through all the intervening cen-
turies until the end of the Middle
Ages, a sign that nine-tenths of
today’s Christians no longer under-
stand.’

This ancient symbol is the
Signaculum Domini, the five wounds
of Jesus which are ‘the final seal of
the world’s redemption and the mis-
sion on earth of the Christ of God.’
They are represented in the most
basic manner as five points
arranged cross-wise, but through
centuries of prayer, imagination and
devotion many layers of symbolism
have emerged. He traces this devel-
opment, and the cultural influence
and spiritual significance of this
symbol, connecting it finally to the
more recent and familiar idea of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

These investigations are richly
illustrated with a variety of brass
rubbings (such as ‘The five wounds
“sources of spiritual remedies” on
the brass of Robert Hacumblen’s
tomb in King’s College chapel at
Cambridge (England), 15th Cen-
tury), engravings (like that of a
‘Scapular carried by M. Lhuillier de
la Chapelle during the Wars of
1793’) and drawings (‘One of angels
on the Alpais ciborium, 12th cen-
tury. Louvre Museum.’). This is a
detailed antiquarian study, certainly,
but it is by means dry. With a flour-
ish he sets each foray into a partic-
ular aspect of representation or

symbolism in its historical context,
and throughout the five hundred or
so pages of text the author’s deep
love for Jesus shines through.

Unsurprisingly, the focus is pri-
marily on evidence found in
France, but as noted above there are
English examples adduced as well
as items from Spain, the Holy Land,
Portugal and elsewhere. What may
be of particular interest to readers
of this magazine, and especially in
the year of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, is
the short section on ‘The Sacred
Heart of the Royal Stall at Windsor
(England)’ where we see a sixteenth
century depiction, above the sover-
eign’s place in the Chapel of Saint
George of ‘the heart of Jesus, sur-
rounded by the crown of thorns and
rent by a wound from which issues
an outpouring of blood.’ This depic-
tion of the love of God cannot be
written off as an excessive Conti-
nental devotion!

It is unfortunate that the plates
were not able to be produced in
colour, for whilst many are line
drawings, a number of oil paintings
are also reproduced. However I
think all are available to view online
from the galleries that hold them so
this is not a serious problem. There
is some very occasional repetition
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of examples, which I think is due to
the fact that some chapters began
life as articles or drafts of articles.
Nevertheless this is an impressive
work of wide ranging detail in
which you will learn about matters
as diverse as ‘The Triple Precinct’ as
a representation of the redemptive
shedding of Christ’s blood to the
significance of ‘Heart-Shaped Sun-
dials.’ Taken altogether, this volume
is a learned demonstration of some
of the variety and depth of ways in
which the unfathomable love of
God has been described, recorded,
meditated upon and believed.  

Guy Willis 

COMPANY OF PREACHERS
A Collection of CR Sermons
Robert Mercer CR, Ed.
Mirfield, 2022

This slim volume from Mirfield
Publications, the third in a series
about aspects of the Community of
the Resurrection, pulls together a
collection of twenty one, mainly-
short, homilies, which largely cen-
tre on the theme of resurrection.

Edited by Robert Mercer CR,
the book is divided into three main
sections: after introductory mate-
rial, readers are presented with a
sermon from Charles Gore on the
religious life, preached at the Com-
munity Church of the Society of St
John the Evangelist in Oxford in
1915, which frames the book
proper; then the largest section,
comprising sixteen homilies
preached by members of the Com-
munity at various locations be-
tween 1958 and 2021; and finally
concluding matter labelled ‘An Ox-
ford Movement Trilogy’ which ends
with an extract from a sermon on
‘The Cross’ by Eric Simmons CR.

The material in the book is a
pleasant and enjoyable read, high-
lights some of the important figures
in CR and some of the important
milestones through which the
Community has lived, punctuates
the text with light-hearted pictures
of the brethren, and overall cap-
tures a variety of material associated
with the Community. Its organisa-

tion is, however, a little frustrating:
the middle section features sermons
in alphabetical order of surname of
preacher, which, whilst being per-
haps a fair way to order the text -
ever a consideration in a monastic
community, I’m sure! - nonetheless
means one jumps around historical
contexts. Indeed, in this reviewer’s
opinion, the volume could have
been improved by putting the texts
in chronological order and adding a
slightly-more substantive paragraph
setting out the wider context in
which each sermon was delivered,
rather than the random quotations
on preaching which seem to have
been used to fill in the gaps, as in-
teresting as they are. This would
add depth to what is a good collec-
tion, but which seems to lack struc-
ture.

Fr Robert notes in his introduc-
tory matter that he has tried to pre-
serve the style of the preachers,
despite written material lacking the
ability to convey the subject’s
‘whimsical humour… engaging
charm… magnetic personality…
[and] polished oratory.’ 

Yet he should  not fear: each au-
thor does bring his own style and
personality to the fore, including
the editor himself, whose nature
comes across in the amusing com-
ments he makes where he has a
voice (e.g. ‘Readers of sermons have
one advantage over hearers of ser-
mons. Readers can fling a book into
the waste paper basket, whereas
hearers must wait more politely for
their suffering to end’).

As with preachers in the pulpit,
of course, I nonetheless found that
I engaged with some of these styles
more than others. For me, the older
sermons were the more engaging.
Not because the more recent - and
there are, proportionally, a larger
number, making the book a little
imbalanced - sermons are not in-
structive, but because of the general
shift in homiletics which has oc-
curred between the early-Victorian
period and our own, where clearly-
articulated theology and doctrine
have given way to ruminations on
experience. The more modern
homilies, for instance, labour over
many stories which serve to illus-

trate single, simple points, whereas
the older material fires doctrine and
good old-fashioned Biblical exege-
sis at the reader in plenty. To me,
the more modern material can be
somewhat ethereal by contrast,
though of course it is often this that
goes down well with modern audi-
ences.

Whilst the editor notes in his
delightfully-titled introduction, ‘An
Explanation’, reading homilies is
the habit of the few rather than the
many, the love for and appreciation
of CR within the Church of Eng-
land and beyond means this is a
book which many more than ex-
pected might pick up. It would pri-
marily suit a lay (as opposed to
academic) audience, and could eas-
ily accompany an individual on a
short retreat or pilgrimage, or pro-
vide material on which to reflect in
one’s daily prayer and study time.
Equally, it might be of interest to
those considering a monastic voca-
tion, or to preachers looking for a
little inspiration when preaching
‘for the nth time’ on celebrations
such as Easter or Trinity Sundays -
I always find it useful to hear what
others have had to say about such
things. I was very pleased to be of-
fered this book for review, and hope
that this light volume, which is tes-
timony to the variety of characters,
and depth of experience of CR,
might be an inspiration to those
who come across it.

Christopher Johnson 



THE POWER OF 
RECONCILIATION
Justin Welby
Bloomsbury, 2022 
ISBN� 978-1399402972 

‘In a satirical political sketch, one of
the leading politicians says words to
the effect of, ‘If you feel offended by
my accusing you of fraud and trea-
son, then I am sorry.’ A genuine
apology would be: ‘I accused you of
fraud and treason, I was wrong.
Please forgive me.’ Yet the ‘non-
apology apology’ is the most fre-
quently used. Anything that begins
with ‘if ’ and puts the blame for
being offended on the victim is a
non-apology. Anything that leaves
the more vulnerable trapped into
being manipulated towards forgive-
ness is not an apology’. 

This is a timely and clear illus-
tration on asking forgiveness in
Archbishop Welby’s magnum opus
‘The Power of Reconciliation’ pub-
lished in advance of this year’s Lam-
beth Conference. Another topical
feature is the Virgin and Child on
its inside page sketched in the
frozen terror of Stalingrad, resonant
of Russia’s anguish in World War
Two. The book went to print just
before the invasion of Ukraine so its
celebration of a Russian aspect of
peacemaking is poignant. The
Archbishop writes about peace-
building and reconciliation ‘in the
sense of seeking relationships at all
levels of human life that are re-
silient enough to have disagreement
without destruction, victory with-
out triumphalism, concessions
without degradation. Reconciliation
is the long drawn-out process, ex-
tending sometimes over genera-
tions, which seeks to achieve that
end. Peace is not found by avoiding
conflict but by disagreeing well’.
The last phrase about achieving
good disagreement is a refrain
throughout the book.

Justin Welby, like myself,
served as parish priest in the Dio-
cese of Coventry and moved on to
lead the Cathedral’s ministry of rec-
onciliation. In that role, building

from his previous career in the oil
industry, he was to help riven com-
munities in Nigeria with his quiet
passion to help build bridges across
the sectarian divides in that and
other lands. ‘The Power of Recon-
ciliation’ is a celebration of peace-
building in which there is
recognition of difficulties alongside
recipes for making reconciliation
concrete through establishing ro-
bust diversity and disagreement
without hatred. 

Many of us in the Church of
England experienced his genius in
this realm after he was made Arch-
bishop, inheriting a serious division
about which he writes: ‘In the diffi-
cult discussions within the Church
of England over the question of or-
daining women as bishops, the
biggest step was to imagine that a
way forward could be found. In
some of the conversations, several
groups were involved. In one of
them the facilitator was obviously
pushing a solution. It led to all sides
digging their heels in. The facilita-
tor was not arrogant or bad at their
job, but they were desperate for
progress and sought to take things
faster than was the mood of the par-
ticipants. By contrast, earlier in the
process, after a major setback, all
and sundry spoke of needing five
years at least to chart a way forward
that ended taking less than two,
owing to the desire by all concerned
to find such a way. The setback
opened the way to progress.’

I found it significant, given the
increasing misrepresentation of
those of us allowed in this settle-
ment to dissent from the change,
that Justin Welby’s new book puts
emphasis on reconciliation as noth-
ing ‘one-off’ but something ongoing
on every side. A striking feature of
the current debates around sex and
gender and transgender as well as
about the levels of racism in the
UK, is that, for some people, those
who disagree with them are seen
not just as wrong, but as evil. A dis-
mal reality, found where God’s grace
is rejected; hence the alarming
threats and abuse of individuals in-
volved in these debates on social
media.

The author writes both as a
Christian and as one concerned
about a fractured world. His vision
is stated to be one with C. S. Lewis’s
book The Great Divorce which por-
trays hell as a place filled with those
without hope and with regrets, and
heaven ‘a place of ever-growing joy
in an ever-greater place, journeying
together in forgiveness and hope to
an ultimate destination. The jour-
ney begins in pain, with the reality
of heaven making even grass as
sharp as glass, but eases as progress
is made’. 

He writes: ‘I remember being
asked when I worked at Coventry
Cathedral why I bothered with rec-
onciliation involving people who
were not Christians? Should I not
be preaching the gospel to them?
My answer now would be that I was
preaching the gospel and that I
worked in those circumstances and
places, and still do, because when I
get there I find God at work, and I
join in to learn. To put it less infor-
mally, the creative and sustaining
work of God is revealed in Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace. In
Colossians 1.15-20 St Paul speaks
of the cosmic Christ in whom ‘all
things hold together’… and
‘through Him God was pleased to
reconcile all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross’...
‘Everything’,‘all things’, the piling
up of words indicates Paul’s pas-
sionate proclamation of the truth of
Christ. The human ministry of
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peacemaking is, consciously or un-
consciously, worked out in the day
to day, by human beings imperfectly
and partly, seeking the glorious rec-
onciliation of all things that is the
purpose of God’.

This work is full of practical
wisdom about the humble ministry
of reconciliation and its cost, in-
sight about researching situations of
conflict, listening to all sides, being
present to others, oneself and God.
And keeping faith in his possibili-
ties.

John Twisleton  

GEORGE V: 
NEVER A DULL MOMENT
Jane Ridley
Chatto and Windus, 2021.
ISBN 9780701188702

I have long harboured a sneaking
regard for George V and Queen
Mary and have felt that they did not
deserved the negative reputations
so often accorded them. Jane Rid-
ley’s book George V: Never a Dull
Moment helps to set their record
straight.
Professor Ridley spent seven years
researching this book in the Royal
Archives. I am full of admiration for
the way she has woven her material
into a gripping biography. Ridley’s
interpretation and judgement for
the most part is superb. She does
not shy away from difficult subjects
such as George V’s fraught relation-
ship with his sons, and possesses
the gift of taking complicated issues
such as Parliamentary reform or
Irish Home Rule and describing
them in an easily understandable
way.
George V was ill-educated, flawed
and irascible. He made mistakes
and sometimes experienced bad
luck. He turned out, however, to be
a hard-working, flexible and popu-
lar King, who helped the monarchy
adapt to a more democratic age,
which included the first Labour
government. George V was a dutiful
monarch during the First World
War, who surrounded himself with
capable staff and was not afraid to
take difficult decisions. His biggest

mistake was his failure to confront
his eldest son, David, about his in-
fatuation with the unsuitable Wallis
Simpson.
The King who emerges from this
book is a very human figure. I had
not realised that George V suffered
periodically from depression. Rid-
ley is particularly good when it
comes to George V’s relationship
with Queen Mary. The Queen had
to work hard at times to stop them
drifting apart, but George V re-
mained devoted to her.
Ridley’s book contains a few weak
spots. Archbishop Cosmo Lang of
Canterbury gets the Derek Jacobi
treatment. Ridley omits to mention
George V’s long friendship with
Lang which began in 1900. She
writes: ‘Archbishop Lang invited
himself to Sandringham’ in January
1936 when George V lay dying, as
though the archbishop’s visit was an
imposition. Lang actually went to
Sandringham after talking to Clive
Wigram, the King’s private secre-
tary, who may have encouraged him
to go. Ridley describes Lang at San-
dringham as ‘a noiseless spectre in
black gaiters’, lifting her words from
the Duke of Windsor’s 1951 self-
serving autobiography, A King’s
Story, ghost-written by Charles
Murphy, in which the Duke sought
to settle old scores. On the next
page Ridley describes Lang as ‘glid-
ing silently’ into the King’s bed-
room. In fact Lang changed into his
purple cassock at Sandringham and
appears to have behaved with sen-
sitivity and kindliness. 
Another, rather more significant

weakness is that for the most part
the George V is silent about the
King’s spiritual life and religious
views: the index contains three
bland entries for ‘Christianity’ and
six for ‘Catholicism’, but nothing
for ‘Church of England’ or ‘Supreme
Governor’. As a young man, George
V promised Queen Alexandra that
he would read a chapter of the Bible
every day and he kept this up all his
life. The King went to church every
Sunday and took Holy Week seri-
ously. His religion was rather Mat-
tinsy, but he appreciated Holy
Communion and enjoyed a good
sermon. The King met many clergy
on his travels and took an interest
in ecclesiastical appointments. It
will come as no surprise that he
could be fussy about his royal chap-
lains’ robes. George V regarded the
Church of England as his Church,
but was also sensitive to the feelings
of his Presbyterian and Roman
Catholic subjects. Ridley mentions
the high moral tone of George V’s
court, but never suggests this might
in part have sprung from the King’s
religious convictions.
This is emblematic of a wider prob-
lem with contemporary historical
writing: if Christianity does not
mean much personally to modern
writers, they are sometimes in dan-
ger of overlooking it or not picking
up the signs when researching and
writing their books. I have, for ex-
ample, come across books about the
home front in the two World Wars
containing no reference to Christi-
anity, despite Christianity being a
part of the culture, world view, and
possibly private lives of many peo-
ple at the time.
The absence of material about the
King’s Christian faith and the
Church of England is a flaw in
George V, but I should not like this
to overshadow an otherwise excel-
lent book, which will be of interest
to historians and general readers
alike. It is also a rattling good read
and I can pay Professor Ridley no
higher compliment than to record
that one day on holiday I became so
engrossed in George V that I missed
my train and had to catch the next
one. I unhesitatingly recommend it.

Robert Beaken
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POSTWAR MODERN:
New Art in Britain 1945-
65
Barbican Centre, London, 
until 26th June, 2022

To begin with what the show is not
about. It’s not a comprehensive re-
view of all artists working in
Britain in the twenty years follow-
ing the end of World War 2.
Artists who were active before
the war, such as Graham Suther-
land, Barbara Hepworth or Henry
Moore, are not included. Instead,
we have artists who experienced
the war and then became active
in the post-war period. And the
show is thematic rather than
grouped by schools. It concen-
trates not on method or place of
birth but on shared experience
and preoccupations.

There are 48 artists in the
show, 17 of whom were born out-
side of Britain, most of whom
were either refugees from Nazi
Germany or who had come here
from the Empire. Some died
sadly young – such as Peter King
whose two sculpted heads have
force and stick in the mind, and
the Hungarian Eva Frankfurther
whose West Indian waitresses are
sisters of Degas’ washerwomen.    

The excellent curators de-
scribe what at first glance looks
like a wildly disparate show as hav-
ing a ‘rough poetry’, the phrase
used by the artists Alison and Peter
Smithson to describe the ethos of
the Brutalist school of architecture
which they were part of. And the
show is relentlessly urban. The
nearest we come to nature is Frank
Bowling’s ‘Big Bird’ (two dying
swans). Otherwise, it’s Kossoff ’s
‘Early morning, Willesden Junc-
tion,’ in thick, swirling, masterly
alive paint, and photographs of the
bombsites of Bermondsey and
Hulme.

‘You’ve never had it so good’
this ain’t. The destruction of war,
both of buildings and of the

human body overshadows the
gallery, itself built on a bombsite.
We begin with Lee Miller sitting in
Hitler’s bath, the day he committed
suicide. Her boots have the mud of
Dachau on them. In the next room
there are prints by Paolozzi (in-
terned for much of the war) which
dissolve like bodies vaporised by a
nuclear blast. Paolozzi has some of
the best work in show. Next to this
are two paintings by the Goanese
Francis Souza, a modern St Sebas-
tian and a crucified Christ, both

with Roualt-like heavy black out-
lines and dark colours and mixing
Expressionism and Brutalism.
Souza had been educated by Je-
suits, joined the Communists and
later had a string of mistresses, as
if to prove the international nature
of bohemianism. The room is com-
pleted by John Latham’s huge
sprayed-on full stop on a white
canvas, which may have echoes of
a nuclear explosion.

The violence of smashed and
battered bodies, helmets and frag-
ile figures continues throughout
the first floor. The most effective
works here are Paolozzi’s three
bronze St Sebastians (when did the
saint last feature so often in a mod-

ern art show?). Paolozzi’s most ac-
cessible work is in public places
which is not good for aesthetic ap-
preciation – few people choose to
linger in Tottenham Court Road
tube station. But here at the Barbi-
can it’s possible to stand amongst
his hieratic, robotic figures and let
the artist work his magic.

There are many other high-
lights to the show. Three of Lucian
Freud’s early portraits of early
wives are contrasted with Sylvia
Sleigh’s renaissance-style cross-

dressing portraits of her husband
(not publicly shown in her life-
time) and a series of Bill Brandt
photographs of nudes. The pho-
tography in the show undercuts
some of the impoverished, grim-
ness and seediness of the paint-
ings – though it’s easy to see why
David Hockney, represented by
what he described as cruising
propaganda, fled from the
gloomy British art scene to Cali-
fornia.

Of course, there was a vitality
and life and even vulgarity in the
art world. The best artist to com-
ment on the Festival of Britain
New Elizabethans was Ronald
Searle. It’s a pity the Molesworth
books aren’t in the show. Searle
had been in Japanese P.O.W.
camps and knew about the hor-
rors of war quite as much as any
of the artists in the Barbican.
And it’s that kind of life which
shows in Roger Mayne’s photo-
graph of ‘A girl jiving in

Southam Street’ (and it’s curious
how much she looks like the boy
in the famous 1920s photo of a
young Etonian standing by his lug-
gage). 

This is a very good show with
just too much in it to review. It’s
not a complete history but it does
give a sense of artists working to
express the wan beauty of the
world in which they live, a world
expressed as much by William
Scott’s ‘Blue still life’ as by John
Bratby’s kitchen sink painting, as
by his wife’s black eye or Richard
Hamilton’s ‘This is tomorrow’
launching Pop Art.   

Owen Higgs

EXHIBITIONS

Eva Frankfurther, West Indian Waitresses,
c.1955 Ben Uri Collection, presented by the

artist’s sister, Beate Planskoy, 2015, 
© The Estate of Eva Frankfurther, 

photograph by Justin Piperger, courtesy 
Barbican Centre
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My Fair Lady
London Coliseum, 
then on national tour

‘In church! That’s the deepest cut!’
roars Stephen K. Amos as Alfred P.
Doolittle in this thrilling revival of
My Fair Lady. The paterfamilias
has been ruined by a donation
from the kindly gentlemen when
he goes in search of his daughter.
They are, of course, Professor
Henry Higgins and Colonel Picker-
ing, who have alighted upon
flower-seller Eliza in Covent Gar-
den and taken her home for the
phoneticist Higgins to eliminate
her Cockney squeal and make
her into a lady with rounded
vowels and elongated phrasing.
The plot, flimsy as it is and es-
sentially an Edwardian comedy
of manners, will be known to
many from the film. Its peren-
nial theme is self-betterment,
and the throwing together of
polar opposites. Or perhaps not
so opposite, as appealing to the
moralist snob value, Doolittle
père is making good on his rela-
tionship with Eliza’s ‘stepmother’
and going for a church wedding (St
George’s, Hanover Square, no less!)
as he appears to leave behind his
boozy former existence: the dust-
man more often in the pub than
with a broom.

This production has come over
from the Lincoln Center, New
York, where it opened in April
2018. (And then the pandemic…)
It’s arrived in a glorious blaze on St
Martin’s Lane and is an absolute
gem of a show, sparkling and de-
lighting throughout the whole of
its three hours. If nothing else, it’s
value for money. Bartlett Sher di-
rects and anyone who saw his pre-
vious Lincoln Center transfers
(South Pacific to the Barbican and
The King and I at the Palladium)
will know how deftly he picks up
these classics and lovingly breathes
new life into them. He also knows
the hallowed ground on which he
walks when it comes to something

adored down the decades so in-
cludes a number of affectionate
nods to the film version. His new
version of To Kill a Mockingbird is
another essential summer show
and whilst that’s essentially a new
piece, written by Aaron Sorkin, he
knows how esteemed the motion
picture is and manages to work
with that. For this MFL he’s done
something similar and it’s just one
of the reasons to make audiences
smile. He’s also returned to Shaw’s
Pygmalion as the source text to cut
through accreted tropes and syrup.

Michael Yeargen’s sets and
Catherine Zuber’s costumes more
than match the quality of every-
thing else. The Higgins house
moves forward as a great pod when
required and has a life of its own

when action is portrayed in an-
other room. To say any more
would spoil the surprise of its in-
ventiveness. The costumes work
brilliantly, especially the extrava-
gant hat couture. Watching the
Royal Ascot scene is a true open-
mouth moment. Everything is
boosted and carried forward by the
surging wave of a 40-piece band in
Ted Sperling’s bright and verdant
orchestration. Frederick Lowe’s
score has arguably never sounded
better and it showcases the com-
poser’s versatility. At times his op-
eretta origins come through with
hints of Lehar (‘On the street
where you live’). Other moments
look forward to Bernstein and West
Side Story, such as ‘Show me’. And
he recalls that other great chroni-
cler of London on stage, Lionel
Bart, with a raucous ‘I’m getting
married in the morning’ Riotously
done here with a can-can) and
tunefully addictive ‘Wouldn’t it be
loverly?’.

But this is a piece that relies on
its leads and of whom it makes
great demands. Here we have a
total star in Amara Okereke play-
ing Eliza. Not quite an ingénue,
she is yet in the first flush of her
career and seems destined for
greatness. From the moment she
opens her voice she makes the role
her own, inhabits the auditorium,
and has everyone eating out of her
hand for the rest of the night.
Harry Hadden-Paton, fresh from
Downton Abbey, is Higgins, all
bluster and misogyny, self-isolated
and eccentric. He’s also young
enough to believe they might just
fall for each other without it seem-
ing manipulative, and he rattles
through the Alan J Lerner book
and lyrics with absolute mastery,

having debuted the show in
New York too. Malcolm Sin-
clair’s Colonel Pickering is a
total joy with added dimen-
sions in what is so often the
straight-man stooge to Higgins.
Sharif Afifi is touching in the
non-part that is Freddy Eyns-
ford-Hill, and no one can touch
the grande dame of the night:
Vanessa Redgrave as Mrs Hig-
gins. At the age of 85 she has

that stage royalty air of being able
to appear and simply wave a hand
to ensure enchantment. Again, she
makes a thin role go very far and,
though using a crutch in one or
two scenes and a little short on
breath through emphysema, gives
a bravura performance.

Sadly the Coliseum is a great
barn of a place, long and wide, and
London’s largest stage. This means
at times the space drowns the
show, which at its heart is a domes-
tic comedy after all. The more in-
timate moments can lose impact.
The pit is not closed and the sound
goes straight up, so don’t sit in the
stalls. Other theatres will surely be
better when it tours to Bradford,
Dublin, Cardiff, Edinburgh,
Southampton and Birmingham.
And, yes; I could have danced all
night.

Rebecca Maxted 
Photo: Dame Vanessa Redgrave as Mrs
Higgins and Amara Okereke as Eliza
Doolittle. (Credit Marc Brenner)

THEATRE
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J
ohn Booth will be known to many readers of New
Directions as a Guardian of Walsingham, former
Chair of the Chichester Diocesan Fund, Governor

of St Stephen’s House, Church Warden of St Andrew
Holborn, and that is to list just some of his work for the
Church. He is also Deputy Lieutenant for West Sussex,
Fellow of Merton College, Oxford, and Chairman of the
Prince’s Trust. Since September 2021, John has been
Chairman of the Trustees of the National Gallery. He
generously gave his time to New Directions to talk about
being responsible for one of the world’s greatest art gal-
leries and why he looks forward to seeing what the Sun-
day School have made. 

John began by saying that the first duty of the
gallery’s trustees is to keep the collection of paintings
safe. That means safe from fire and theft (and there has
only ever been one major theft from the Gallery, chron-
icled in the recent film ‘The Duke’). And that paintings
on loan are lent to the right people, that they are fit to be
lent and that they are returned to the gallery in good con-
dition. And, finally, that the collection is well presented,
added to where appropriate and kept in a good state of
preservation. 

To that end, the National Gallery is also a centre of
scholarship. The Trafalgar Square site has important lab-
oratories and studios for the study and conservation of
paintings. There is also a major library for research, e.g.,
into the provenance of works. This makes the Gallery an
important hub for the sharing of knowledge. It is as part
of that sharing that the Gallery works with University
College London on how to present paintings whose pre-
vious owners were involved in the slave trade. 

Before his appointment at the National Gallery John
had been Chair of Trustees at Pallant House, Chich-
ester’s leading art gallery. He greatly enjoyed his time at
Chichester which he sees as a significant preparation for
his new role. In terms of the nuts and bolts of the work,
the two posts have many similarities, not least that both
are answerable to the Government. The National Gallery
is an arm’s length body of Her Majesty’s Government
and reports to the Department of Media, Culture and
Sport. Pallant House is supported by Chichester District
Council and the Arts Council. Of course, there are major
differences in scale. The National Gallery welcomed 6
million visitors a year pre-pandemic; Pallant House
60,000. And the contents of the collections are different.
That of Pallant House is almost entirely British art from
the 20th century; that of the National Gallery is essen-
tially European painting from seven centuries up to the
First World War. 

But the National Gallery is not just about the past.
In 2024 it will celebrate its two hundredth anniversary.
This has been the focus for taking stock of where the
gallery is post-Covid, as a result of which there will be
new members’ facilities, a redesign of the Sainsbury
wing entrance to improve the welcome to visitors, an up-
graded learning centre, and a new research centre. It is
also intended to develop the site’s already generous dig-
ital presence, building on the work done during the pan-
demic (the gallery’s online activities for viewers took off
during the pandemic with audiences of more than
100,000). And while John reckons the physical object will
never be replaced by its digital representation, the cur-
rent tour of the digital ‘Adoration of the Magi’ (by Gos-
saert) which began at Winchester Cathedral is a
pioneering way to bring the collection to new viewers
throughout the nation. 

And that is only one of a number of ways by which
the collection is shared and handed on, a theme close to
John’s heart. Another way this sharing has been achieved
is through the gallery’s close relationship with leading
contemporary artists. So, some artists, such as Bridget
Riley, have been trustees. And later this year there will

Art and faith in harmony
Owen Higgs talks to John Booth, Chairman of the National Gallery



be a Lucian Freud exhibition. Like his friend and con-
temporary Frank Auerbach, Freud frequently came to the
gallery to sketch in the evenings when the visitors had
left. There also continue to be artists in residence who
not only interact with the gallery but may leave some of
their work to the gallery’s private ‘Historic’ collection
(Paula Rego’s and Sean Scully’s work currently grace
the entrance to the new Hub, the staff working place in
the centre of the site). However, there are no plans to
change the character of the collection to bring in later
works or different media e.g., video. Rather, the collec-
tion will grow by acquisition in new areas and by the fill-
ing of gaps (expect a Veronese portrait soon).

We spoke about the experience of the visitor to the
gallery and John’s own interest in the arts. Timed entry
during Covid has been a bugbear for many visitors but
entry is now hybrid, allowing spontaneous, unbooked
entry to those who prefer it while retaining booking for
exhibitions, especially at busy times. John is proud that
the gallery has led the way in returning to pre-covid con-
ditions for the general visitor, although it is still missing
its very substantial audience of overseas visitors.

John’s own interest in art began when aged 5 or 6 he
was taken to tea with an art teacher colleague of his
mother. There was an abstract on the wall which he
couldn’t understand but which fascinated him. Later,
aged 18, he visited the Pompidou Centre for a retrospec-
tive of the mid-century Franco-Russian painter Nicolas

de Sta�l and was bowled over by abstract/semi-abstract
seascapes. This led to a love of how figuration and ab-
straction meet, tracing the grand tradition backwards
while moving forward into the contemporary twentieth
century scene. 

Within the gallery’s collection, John singled out as
favourites first the Leonardo drawing of Our Lady, Our
Lord, St John the Baptist and St Anne (the ‘Burlington
House Cartoon’). The cartoon gives the opportunity to
stand close up to the work of a towering genius and see
how he worked in extraordinary detail on such a large
scale. But it also has a powerful Christian perspective in
the tenderness of expression between Our Lord and his
cousin. The second artist John talked about was Van
Gogh whose works move and impress, not least because
of the way Van Gogh wrestled with his mental health
while at the same time extending what could be made in
paint. 

But art is not just for galleries. John believes pas-
sionately in the Church as a home for the arts. He has
personally helped churches acquire art – visitors to
Walsingham will know the David Begbie Calvary in the
Barn Chapel. And he sponsored Maciej Urbanek’s pow-
erful and award-winning large scale works at St
Michael’s, Camden Town, and St Andrew Holborn.
John also highlights Bishop Martin Warner’s work at St
Paul’s Cathedral where the acclaimed Bill Viola com-
mission is another example of the interaction of Church
and the arts.

Of course, few churches have a St Paul’s Cathedral
budget but his own parish experience of the making of
an icon of St Giles for St Giles, Coldwaltham, showed
how the local community might support a new artwork.
And John speaks with enthusiasm about how a Sunday
School artwork, brought in at the notices, may be as sig-
nificant and moving for a congregation as the work of
professional artists made at some cost with the future in
view. 

All artists, children and professionals, like their
work to be seen. Our thanks to John for his work to bring
together artists and viewers, contemporary and old.

It is customary to say at the end of interviews how
much the magazine paid for lunch. John kindly bought
our tea. ND

The Virgin and Child with Saint Anne and the Infant
Saint John the Baptist ('The Burlington House Cartoon')

by Leonardo da Vinci (1452 – 1519). Charcoal (and
wash?) heightened with white chalk on paper, mounted
on canvas. Purchased with a special grant and contribu-
tions from the Art Fund, The Pilgrim Trust, and through a

public appeal organised by the Art Fund, 1962.
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u POEM u

Pentecost 
William Blake

Unless the eye catch fire,
The God will not be seen.
Unless the ear catch fire

The God will not be heard.
Unless the tongue catch fire
The God will not be named.
Unless the heart catch fire,
The God will not be loved.
Unless the mind catch fire,

The God will not be known.

W
illiam Blake (1757-1827) was a writer and
thinker who also painted and made prints.
Religion featured heavily in his output and

he claimed to see visions from an early age, often includ-
ing angels. To others he seemed mad during his lifetime
and it was only after his death that his work became truly
influential, with many seizing upon the other-worldly,
cosmological nature of his style. Both the Bible and

Dante’s Divine Comedy had a profound impact on him.
Composers including Ralph Vaughan Williams, Ben-
jamin Britten, and John Tavener have used his texts,
along with so-called countercultural artists in the 1970s
including Allen Ginsberg and the Beat Poets, Jim Mor-
rison and The Doors, and Bob Dylan. Major retrospec-
tives of his artworks have also been mounted in recent
years and his embodiment of metaphysics, philosophy,
and religion in one body of art mainly through poetry
and illustration has granted him an almost prophetic sta-
tus, considered a visionary and one very much ahead of
his time. 

The Pentecost poem repeats rhythmically the ‘un-
less’ idea with the ‘fire’ element at the end of each al-
ternating line, with the second half of each sentence
giving the conclusion-effect. Six syllables per line, it has
a chant-like, mesmeric quality and is easy to learn. The
half-rhymes make it neat yet arresting and its appeal is
to the senses, heart and mind.

The Christian case against war
A ministry of reconciliation, love and nonviolence is at
the core of Gospel teaching. The just war theory is one of
the few Christian doctrines that lacks scriptural or domini-
cal authority.

Although Robin Gill rightly looks back to Aquinas,
Aquinas was writing in the period shortly after major cru-
sades had won the fulsome blessing of the church. The
crusade theology ignored the universalistic message of
Christ, positively endorsed violence as an acceptable
method of settling disputes and dehumanised the opposi-
tion. The just war approach tried to civilise warfare.

The early fathers do not often write directly about
war. For them Jesus was Lord and so joining the Roman
army, which would involve emperor worship, was unac-
ceptable. When they do touch on it, there is an over-
whelming pacifist witness. Justin Martyr states that ‘we
have changed out instruments of war, our swords into
ploughshares and our spears into farming tools and we
cultivate piety, justice and love of humanity’. Tertullian
wrote, ‘is it right to occupy oneself with the sword when
the Lord proclaims that he who uses the sword shall per-
ish by the sword? And shall the son of peace…be engaged
in battle?’ For Tertullian when Jesus disarmed Peter at
Gethsemane He disarmed all soldiers.

St Martin took the view that when he became a sol-
dier of Christ it was not lawful for him to fight.

Successive Lambeth conferences declared that war

is contrary to the mind of Christ. One of the marks of mis-
sion includes challenging violence of every kind and pur-
suing peace and reconciliation.

Gospel nonviolence inspired Martin Luther King.
In a nuclear age there is a very strong preferential op-

tion for nonviolence as the consequences of the widescale
use of weapons of mass destruction are horrific. Pope
Francis has been clear in his witness against war.

Among the practical outworkings of such a Christian
witness would be a major increase in expenditure on non-
military defence, including training in nonviolent civilian
resistance, renunciation of the possession with a condi-
tional intent to use of weapons of mass destruction, a tran-
sition away from arms manufacture, a very serious
challenge to Christians staffing and  maintaining the Tri-
dent submarine fleet and British weapons of mass de-
struction and a continuing questioning as to whether
serving in the armed forces and following Christ are com-
patible.

Fr David Mumford,
Innerwick, Dunbar EH42 1EF

Platinum Praise
A very nice Platinum Jubilee edition of ND - well done!

The Rev Dr Robert Beaken
Catsfield, Battle TN33 9DR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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uORDINATIONS 2022u

Ordinations to the Diaconate

u Philip Garrett at 6pm on Saturday 25 June at Lichfield
Cathedral by the Bishop of Lichfield

u Michael Dixon at 6.30pm on Sunday 26 June at
Sheffield Cathedral by the Bishop of Wakefield

u Sebastian Way at 10am on Saturday 2 July at Christ
Church Cathedral, Oxford, by the Bishop of Oxford

u Tristan Meares at 10.30am on Saturday 2 July at
Blackburn Cathedral by the Bishop of Blackburn

u Ryan Otley at 10.30am on Saturday 2 July at Black-
burn Cathedral by the Bishop of Blackburn

u Andrew Bailey at 11am on Saturday 2 July at St An-
drew Holborn by the Bishop of Fulham

u John Hillman at 11am on Saturday 2 July at St An-
drew Holborn by the Bishop of Fulham

u Stephen Miller at 11am on Saturday 2 July at St An-
drew Holborn by the Bishop of Fulham

u Daniel Heaton at 3pm on Saturday 2 July at Wake-
field Cathedral by the Bishop of Leeds

u Jonathan Roberts at 10.30am on Sunday 3 July at
Chester Cathedral by the Bishop of Chester

u Al Thompson at 2.30pm on Sunday 3 July at Man-
chester Cathedral by the Bishop of Burnley

u Warren Mitchell at 2.30pm on Sunday 3 July at Man-
chester Cathedral by the Bishop of Burnley

u Lewis Oliver Hemmings-Faye at 2.30pm on Sunday
3 July at Manchester Cathedral by the Bishop of
Burnley

u Thomas Cotterill at 6.30pm on Monday 4 July at St
Paul, Brighton, by the Bishop of Chichester

u Daniel Vickerstaff at 7pm on Tuesday 5 July at St
John the Baptist, Leamington Spa, by the Bishop of
Wakefield

Ordinations to the Sacred Priesthood

u Fr James Walton at 3pm on Sunday 19 June at All
Saints, Castlefields by the Bishop of Wakefield

u Fr Neil Brunskill at 6.30pm on Sunday 19 June at St
Luke, Southport by the Bishop of Burnley

u Fr James Chegwidden at 5pm on Saturday 25 June at
St Andrew, Holborn by the Bishop of Fulham

u Fr Jonathan Fleury at 3pm on Sunday 26 June at St
Luke, Grimethorpe, by the Bishop of Wakefield

u Fr Tony Lawrence at 4pm on Saturday 2 July at
Portsmouth Cathedral by the Bishop of Portsmouth

u Fr Sion Hughes Carew at 10am on Sunday 3 July at
St Bede, Newsham, by the Bishop of Wakefield

u Fr Edward Gunn at 4pm on Sunday 3 July at St
Helen, Auckland, by the Bishop of Wakefield

u Fr Matteo Zambon at 6.30pm on Sunday 3 July at St
Mary Magdalen, Accrington, by the Bishop of Burn-
ley

u Fr Jordan McDermott at 6.30pm on Sunday 3 July at
St Mary Magdalen, Accrington, by the Bishop of
Burnley

u Fr David Talbot at 7.30pm on Monday 4 July at St
Katharine, Southbourne, by the Bishop of Richbor-
ough

u Fr Luke Demetri at 3pm on Saturday 9 July at St
Michael, Croydon, by the Bishop of Fulham

Your prayers are asked for the following candidates as they prepare for ordination; either the candidates are 
registered with The Society or the parishes in which they (will) serve are.



u TOUCHING PLACE u

ALL SAINTS, KING’S CLIFFE, NORTHANTS

A
ll Saints is a substantial
church in an expanding
village, cruciform, with

a substantial aisled nave and
transepts. When you see a church
with a central tower, it is usually
a good bet that its core is Nor-
man; your suspicion is confirmed
when you see the early 12th c.
round-headed window in the
tower, just above the S transept.
The belfry stage and broach spire
were added in the 13th c. - the nail-
head decoration of the belfry win-
dows is a give-away. The body of
the church now is the result of re-
building in the 14th and 15th c.
(which is when the chancel dates

from) – this rebuilding has obscured signs of the earlier church on the
site. Inside the spacious interior, two of the windows have fragments
of 15th c. glass, said to have come from Fotheringhay (ND Nov. 2015)
as well as more recent work by Kempe (look for the S. aisle window
of 1904 bearing his wheatsheaf motif).

The church building is not perhaps the reason to come to
King’s Cliffe. At the NE corner of the chancel, there is a large table
tomb, in the shape of a writing-desk. It commemorates someone born
in the parish who returned to die here. William Law was born to an es-
tablished local family in 1686, going to Emmanuel College Cambridge
in 1705 and becoming a fellow in 1711. However, in 1714 he felt that
his allegiance to the Stuarts prevented him from taking the oath of al-
legiance to the Hanoverian monarch, George I, so he lost his fellow-
ship. He spent some years in London, acting as a spiritual guide to
many, including John and Charles Wesley, but eventually went home
to King’s Cliffe, spending the last 20 years of his life there, dying in

1761. A man of integrity and deep spiri-
tuality, his greatest written work (1729) is
A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy
Life, which influenced people like
Samuel Johnson and William Wilber-

force, and is still valued today.

Map Reference: TL006970
Simon Cotton

June 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 33



34 � NEWuDIRECTIONS �June 2022

BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Con-
tact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwick-
parishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive, TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at 10am. Further details  of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website: 
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11 1QT)
“If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for”  Sunday Mass 11am.
Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid
and S.Hilda.  Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benedic-
tion  (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm,
Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm.  Messy
Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Curate Fr Edward Gunn 07485 756177
st.helen.curate@gmail.com
Youth and Community Worker 07485545278
communitysha@yahoo.com

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliffs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Lan-
guage) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Sung
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Offices, Benedic-
tion and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliff Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Even-
song with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at 5.30pm
and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before Evening Prayer.
Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish office
01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough.  Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601 
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A parish
of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Durham
City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and
Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817

BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city cen-
tre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00. Wednesday:
Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil Mass. For all
other services and information please contact the Parish Priest, Fr
Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com

BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr.Anthony Murley 01273 681341. St Barthlomew’s
(10.30am Solemn Mass)Fr.Ben Eadon 01273 620491. St Mar-
tin’s (10am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s
(10.30am) 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am)  01 273 203231. 
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle  BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes-

day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda
01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org  Philip Goodfellow,
Churchwarden. 07733 111 800  phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 10.30am
Sung Mass, Wednesday 9.30am Mass, Friday 9.30am Mass, Satur-
day 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Parish in interregnum currently. Con-
tact Len Brown 01689 827257. Website: 
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk 

BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
time)  On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector:
Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email: 
fatherterrysteele@gmail.com

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Miss
Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sunday: Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday
10.30am, S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Der-
byshire, S42 5DB Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass
7.15pm, Contact: Fr. Geoffrey Borrowdale SSC 01246 232486 
frgeoffrey@ stpaulshasland.com      www.stpaulshasland.com

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7ANA Society
Parish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Office & Mass as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
greensidevicar@solo.net

COLCHESTER St.Barnabas Church, Abbot's Road, Old Heath,
(Society/ FiF). Sunday Mass 10am (Sung).  Monday 6pm, Tuesday
10am, Thursday 7pm, Holy Days 7.00pm. Check website for other
daily services 
www.stbarnabaschurcholdheath. wordpress.com
Vicar Father Richard Tillbrook, SSC. 01206 797481
fathercap@hotmail.com

COVENTRY St. Oswald Tile HillMonday & Thursday - 9am BCP
Morning Prayer, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday - 9am Morning Prayer
[CW], Tuesday - 1pm  Rosary Prayers, Wednesday - 9.30am Mass,
Sunday - 10am Mass, [First Sunday] 6pm Evensong & Benedic-
tion. Fr Edward Backhouse SSC -  07485 493418. Church Office -
07512 924401. Find us on Facebook www.stoswalds.co.uk

DERBY St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions and
details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs  with Benedic-
tion - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC 07768
827101

DEVIZES St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society of
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary.
Contact: Duty volunteer  Tel: 0785269628 
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com 
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679

DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol-
lowed by coffee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
fatherahoward@gmail.com

DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(DN12 1AX)  with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
Sundays 9.15am Edlington. Youth Group at Edlington on  Fri
7pm, Messy Church at Edlington on the last Monday of each
month 4.00 pm at the ECO centre (DN12 1AB).  Please refer to
our Facebook pages for details of other activities and service
times for St Jude's (Hexthorpe).
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington and
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Office.  For de-
tails and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323 722317
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA  A Parish of the Soci-
ety under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditional-
ists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr  David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184
David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/ 

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliff A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
Sunday at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon. Thursday: 11
am coffee/tea prior to Mass. Contact  The Parish Priest 01303 680
441  http://stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
e-mail:church@stpetersfolkestone.co.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II Church
by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under Bishop of
Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn Evensong and
Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact telephone number
07941894822

HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive
resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the Bishop
of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass;  Occasional Choral
Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk 

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, Brougham Terrace. A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am. Daily Mass, Offices and Confessions as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Fr.Richard Masshedar, 01429 272934

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and ceremo-
nial sung to Merbecke.  Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442 243258 e-
mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
(English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm  Even-
song. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
information phone the Parish Office 0759 2408419. Web page:
www.stlukeskingston.uk

LINCOLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, Wednes-
day, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
Monks Road

LOFTUS-IN-CLEVELAND St Leonard, Loftus & St Helen,
Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am.  Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/loftusparish 

LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street
(nearest Tube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episco-
pal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refresh-
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
subject to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
www.stmtm@org.uk rector@stmtm.org.uk

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A reg-
istered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
Sunday  Masses: 9.15am and 10.30am. Contact: Fr Jonathan
Beswick SSC   0207 481 2985. For daily mass and office times
please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

parish directory
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LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple
Benediction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12
noon Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinter-
net.com or phone 0208 364 1583

LONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Houlding SSC

LONDON Nw9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) to Tudor Gardens. ) A Soci-
ety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sun-
day: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
followed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org -
www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place.  Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050 
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr.Michael Bailey - 07713 258429 www.sswsml.com

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm.
Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral Evensong
(termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed 6.30pm,
Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabrielspim-
lico.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, tra-
ditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed
7pm, Thur  12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Fri-
day 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418.  Email:
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.saint-stephen.org.uk

LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
ascensionsw11@gmail.com

LONDON Sw19 All Saints, South Wimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church office 020 8542
5514 or see
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/ 

LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Of-
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper.  Sung Mass regularly each
month.  Please contact Rev Leslie Hobbs 01502 732536 or Kevin
Turner 07828661970 for further details.
wwwloundworship.co.uk

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Office: 0161 727 8175 email: paroffsandp@btconnect.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For
further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779

NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am.  Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com 
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART, ST JOHN THE EVAN-
GELIST, wITH  ST MARY THE VIRGIN. A Society Parish in
the See of Ebbsfleet  St John, Sunday Mass 11am; St Mary,
Sunday Mass 9.30am. Email:
churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 6.30pm. St Sav-
iour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 6.30pm. Solemn Evensong
and Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional cere-
monial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PRESTON St George's, (PR1 2NP) -  'Preston's Hidden Gem'.
Affiliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk  or 
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, affiliated with The
Society. Sunday:  Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Of-
fices (Mattins, Evensong & Compline)  daily at 9am, 6pm and
9pm respectively) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check web-
site for times). Regular study groups, see our website.  Parish
Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957 2831.
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
REDDITCH St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods, 
Redditch, B97 5NJ -  Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10am, Thursday
Said Mass 10am. Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222

ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9.30am, 10:30am. Contact: Parish Office
01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road.  Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel.  A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am.  For
further information about the Daily Office, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123.  Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish affili-
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid  and Hilda and under the Episopal
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 11am with refresh-
ments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as announced.
Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals times vary.
Fr David Dixon 01723 363828  
frdavidstmart@gmail.com  
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk

SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM Parish of The Society in
the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Har-
bour SR7 7SA  (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Sea-
ham)  Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School.  9.30am
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s.  Confessions by arrange-
ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
Chris Collins 0191 5817186. 

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.  
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com

SNEINTON, NOTTINGHAM St Stephen’s with St
Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am.  Contem-
porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292  Email john@ststephens.info

SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (off Inner Av-
enue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you.  Sunday Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Church-
warden 023 8067 1883 

SOUTH SHIELDS, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley.  Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060 
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass,  Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families,  6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appoint-
ment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Office - 01782 313142 -
https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads  
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
1pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday 9.30am.
Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by ap-
pointment.  Parish Office; Thursdays 6.00-6.45pm. Contact: Vicar
Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485, 
farvad@sky.com
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Bever-
ley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Con-
fessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
Skelton CMP SSC  0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am.  For further in-
formation please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Daily mass as advertised.  Contact  01793 538220 
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy.  Musical tradition.  Sunday Serv-
ices 8,10 & 6.30.  Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
website for full details of services and events holytrinity-
taunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. Dur-
ing the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
Darby 07958 371611

Continued on next page
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TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am
(St.Michael's), Evening Mass 4pm (Holy Cross). Contact  Fr.Martin
Ennis 01 384 257888  frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches . Sun-
days: THORNTON St Mary Sung Eucharist 9.15am. MAR-
TON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Sung Holy Communion at 4 pm.
Rector Fr. Robert Findlow. Services may vary therefore please
refer to website bmtparish.co.uk or contact Fr. Findlow on
01282-788621 robert.findlow@leeds.anglican.org

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook, Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr
Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of As-
sisi, Friar Park WS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass
9.45am and 11.15am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Wed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell

SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Office. For further information see our Website: 
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Graham Road, Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of
Beverley. Sunday 10:30 AM  Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
Sunday. Tuesday 10am  Low Mass. Traditional Church of England
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel-
comed. 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/

wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco-
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217 
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Office 01934 415379
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website 
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays: Morning
Prayer 9.15am, Sung Mass 10am (creche and Sunday school
from 9.30am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or 
stpweymouth@gmail.com

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Said Mass : Thur 12 noon. Contact: Church-
warden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: office@holytrini-
tywinches ter.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High
Mass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are ob-
served on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Richborough. Sunday:  Solemn Mass, 11.00 am  Weekdays:
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk  Contact:  Fr
Harri Williams SSC,   01328 821316 

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMSociety Parishes  King-
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark &  Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYSociety parishes  Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Har-
bledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury,  Fr.Stephen Sheridan  01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken-
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (con-
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)

FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr
Andrew Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin
(Fr Roger Butcher 024 7638 2936).

FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538;  Derby: St Anne, Parish
Priest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
.fm ; St Bartholomew and St Luke: Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof-
frey Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston
Holy Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
9464060 fatherdlm@icloud.com; Staveley St John Baptist with
Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones,
01 246 498603  

DIOCESE OF EXETERFiF Recommended Parishes: Abbot-
sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor-
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Vacancy-
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber,
Fr.N.Debney   01 626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with
St Andrew & St Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 240119; Plymouth
Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Hon-
icknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey

01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community
Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the
Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-
phone 01 752 664191; Plymouth Discovery Mission Community,
St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark, Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752
562623; Plymouth  St Gabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden
077528 51525; Torquay St Martin, Vacancy 01 803 327223;
Torquay St Marychurch vacancy;  Torquay St John with Torre All
Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754

DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St
Augustine, vacant, contact 07956 957980, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
contact details  and details of all activities, events etc  in both
parishes, visit the church web sites  
www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk 
and  www.parishofhawley.org.uk

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF LEEDS AND THE
DALES Belle Isle & Hunslet St John and St Barnabas, Sunday
Mass 11am,  Vicar: Fr.Chris Buckley CMP  07858 427796; Cross
Green St Hilda, Sunday Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren Percival SSC
07960 555609; Harehills St Wilfrid, vacant: Sunday Mass 10am
contact Lynne Dransfield [Churchwarden] tel: 0113 2730323

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks,
Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116 240 2215; St Mary de Castro, Fr.P.O'Reilly 0116
240 2215; St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres
Monsell, Fr.Andrew Lee 07870 885705 Huncote, Fr.Andrew Lee
07870 885705; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly
0116 240 2215

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Soci-
ety, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower Broughton The As-
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
St Mark, Society  Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloff - 01 942
673519;  Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Soci-
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Roy-

ton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; Sal-
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Swin-
ton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,Society, Fr
Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augus-
tine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints, Godshill,
and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour
on the Cliff, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The Ascension, North
End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Ben-
jamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711

FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass;
all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 020 8311 6307

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANSSociety Parishes Bedford St
Martin, Fr.Norwood  07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Bur-
ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45am-
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, vacant; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
vacant; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St
Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant;
Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morrison 01 709 582321;
Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952; New Bentley Ss Philip
and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheffield:
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-
West 0114  2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
clergy for Mass times, etc)

Diocesan Directory
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STEPHEN BELLION 
Formerly

HOWELL & BELLION
CHURCH ART RESTORATION 
CONSERVATION : DECORATION : GILDING

2 Longford Place Pennington 
Lymington Hampshire SO418FS 

Website : stephenbellionchurchart.com.uk
Email : stephenbellion@yahoo.com

Telephone : 01590 671733 Mobile: 07706347577

I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H
0AG the sum of ___________________ pounds (£                 ) and I DIRECT that the
receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good and
sufficient discharge to my Executor. 
or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gor-
don Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or
other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in
your Will

The Bishop of Fulham seeks to appoint a

Mission Priest
for the parish of

Saint Anselm, Hayes

Hayes is growing at an enormous rate - and so are the opportunities
to engage with people who have never known Jesus. This exciting

new role will be at the heart of our ambitious vision to be the beating
heart and lived out love of Christ in Hayes.

The parish has passed a Resolution under the 

House of Bishops Declaration

For further details and an application form please contact 

the Bishop of Fulham's office 

fulham.chaplain@london.anglican.org

020 7932 1130

We seek a priest who is:

• Passionate about re-engaging with those who have lost their
faith.

• Enthusiastic about mission to the unchurched.
• Someone who wants to spend as much time out of the

church as they do inside it.
• Comfortable in the roughest of pubs and the nicest of 

restaurants.
• Comfortable meeting in people’s homes and businesses.
• Willing to roll up their sleeves and get stuck into anything

that is thrown at them.
• Open to the inspiration and leading of the Holy Spirit at

work in Hayes.

For informal conversations please contact Fr. Matthew Cashmore

father@stanselm.co.uk | 020 3882 0553

https://www.stanselm.co.uk

Closing date for applications: 17th June 2022
Interviews: 13th July 2022

Enhanced DBS disclosure required
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R
eading responses to the amalgamation of
parishes in Wigan, I was moved by the many let-
ters of protest from ordinary Anglicans, some-

times hand-written, giving them an added poignancy.
Most laid out their life story as illustrated by the building
of their local church: here they were christened and mar-
ried and family members had their funeral. Week by
week they had gathered there for the eucharist. The
sacraments structured and gave meaning to their lives
and they feared very much the loss of regular eucharistic
worship in the new arrangements, especially when they
were to be joined to churches of a non-liturgical persua-
sion. Sacraments are the main way in which ordinary
Christians can find value in lives that may not have great
social status or even be capable of being described as a
‘journey’, in the language beloved by those who devise
house-group study materials. For these people, the font
and the altar made sense of their struggles and their joys. 

Place itself is sacramental for a Christian and an An-
glican Christian especially. Our Catholic revival cher-
ished above all the doctrine of Incarnation and the local
parish for us is the embodiment of the sacramental nature
of the Church herself. The Church is the continuation of
the Incarnation as Christ’s body and we are, however in-
adequately expressed, the sacrament of his presence in
the particularity of parish. Influenced by F.D. Maurice’s
generous theology of the kingdom of Christ, we have al-
ways seen the Church as the site of the eschatological
unveiling of the whole people as God’s children, and our
social action has been a natural outworking of this sacra-
mental vision.

I have come across Anglo-Catholics who are impa-
tient with this parochialism, for whom the reordering and
mission-hub model about to be unleashed upon so many
dioceses are less important than the fact that Catholic
worship is going on somewhere. They (the unleashers)
do not seem to realise that there is what one priest de-
scribed to me as ‘a residual catholicism’ in even the most
low-church parish community. By that he meant that the
way of life of a traditional parish cherishes liturgy itself
as rhythm, inhabits custom and ceremony, values natural
and human bonds, and is inherently sacramental. The
widespread adherence to the Book of Common Prayer
among rural congregations is evidence of this. Its eu-
charistic prayer may have a too-vestigial an epiclesis but
its rites open a strongly transcendent dimension and its
every word has a material depth and sacramental poten-
tial. Moreover, the Catholic Revival and the Parish and
People Movement combined have put sacramental wor-
ship and a weekly eucharist at the heart of most parishes,
so that people feel deprived if they cannot celebrate Holy
Communion together on a Sunday. It is a great shock to
many faithful Anglicans to be told they need to wean
themselves from this dependence by their diocesan lead-
ers.

I think it overwhelmingly likely that the sacramental
structure of Anglican worship will totter in the wake of
these reorganizations and that we will lose the very peo-
ple we take for granted as what one bishop described re-
cently as the ‘rump of believers’. For with the
destabilising of albeit often elderly and small congrega-
tions and their whole habitus as a worshipping commu-
nity, embedded in locality as a sacramental reality, we
will lose the centrality of the eucharist and with it the oc-
casional offices as well. I did a quick survey this month
of resource churches up and down the country and – with
the exception of the few fig-leaf Catholic examples – the
eucharist is not advertised as such at all! I hope it is cel-
ebrated sometimes but when and how I know not from
the websites, which do not mention occasional offices. 

By contrast, parish church and sacraments go to-
gether. Indeed, a bishop told me that he could not prevent
young couples wanting to go back to the parish church
for their baby’s baptism, even if they attended a church
‘plant’ or Fresh Expression. Milton Keynes witnessed
the same phenomenon of people preferring the ancient
villages churches swept up into the new town for their
rites of passage. For anyone can see the naturalness of
sacraments in the parish church by the centrality of the
font. I do not intend to underplay the depth of the prob-
lems we face as a Church and there may well be a need
for some parish reorganization until we reform our bu-
reaucracy, redistribute our resources, and recover confi-
dence in our Anglican ecclesiology, theology and
sacraments. These are massive tasks. But without Angli-
can ecclesiology we will lose our sacraments. They
should be at the forefront of our outreach for there is no
easier place to preach the gospel and make it relevant to
daily life than at a baptism or other occasional offices.
Marriage, for example, in the parochial context, empha-
sizes the public nature of the sacrament, as the couple
take their part as an embodiment of relationality and
commitment among their neighbours. It stops it being a
purely personal and inward-looking relation. The danger
of being Anglo-Catholic is that one similarly turns in-
wards to a safe world where asperging is always done
correctly and the faith is full. The parish keeps our sacra-
ments outwardly directed as we ‘walk with Christ, mys-
tically present with you, through the streets of this
country’, as Bishop Frank Weston directed – as living
sacraments of Our Lord, and delighting in the people and
place as equally revelatory of his presence.

The Revd Canon Professor Alison Milbank is Professor
of Theology and Literature at the University of Notting-
ham. She is on the steering committee of ‘Save the
Parish’ and her new book The Once and Future Parish
will be published by SCM Press later this year.

u AFTERWORD u
For the parish, sacraments are both purpose and place, argues Alison Milbank

ND



This is the month when
the church especially
prays for those to be or-
dained and for vocations
to the ordained ministry.
But all of us are called by
God, and each of us is
given the task of discern-
ing the Lord’s call to us
each day. Responding to
God’s call is the essential
work of every Christian. St Paul
teaches us that our relationship
with God is God’s creative act:
‘For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” has
shone  in  our  hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ’ (2 Corinthians 4.6). In this
sense, all creation is a response to
the initiative or call of God, and
our own call to faith is part of
God’s creative action. In the
same way as he called the visible
and invisible creation into exis-
tence, he has called each of us
into relationship with him. As
Psalm 91 puts it ‘we are his peo-
ple and the sheep of his pasture’.
Vocation is not an experience of
self- determination; it is a
process of attentive response to
the action of God on and in our
lives.

Christian living is a dynamic
process. We are called to respond
to the changing circumstances
around us and to constantly reap-
praise our own gifts and abilities
as they wax and wane, develop or
diminish. The discernment of the
Lord’s call cannot be reduced to
some kind of box-ticking exer-
cise. It is rather a process of re-
flection on the many aspects of a
living relationship. It demands an
approach of humility and listen-
ing not only to our own con-

science but also to the
influences at work on
us from outside our-
selves. Vocation is the
search for the truth
about ourselves and the
situation find ourselves
in and working out the
response of faith in the
light of both these inner
and outer realties.

At the heart of the discern-
ment process is the essential ac-
tivity, which is prayerful
attentiveness to God’s Word. We
have to allow the creative Word,
which is the origin of all things to
have space in our heart and mind.
The lives of the saints are full of
examples of those who simply
heard a word of scripture and re-
sponded immediately. This is not
possible without an openess to
the work of the Holy Spirit: ‘the
spirit is the source of our lives let
the spirit direct our course’
teaches St Paul. 

Discernment is not an indi-
vidual process; it has to be car-
ried out in and with the Body of
Christ, the Church. This could be
something as simple as talking
through possibilities with another
Christian, or asking for prayers
about a particular decision. It is a
mistake to think that it is not im-
portant to discern the Lord’s call
in every day matters. It is a mark
of prayerful faithfulness to seek
guidance in all things. No deci-
sion is too small to have an im-
pact for the Kingdom of God.

As we pray for those to be
ordained at Petertide we en-
counter the great mystery of God
shaping human being. This mys-
tery is at work in each of us and
to recognise that is a profound
moment of spiritual growth.

u GHOSTLY COUNSELu

Andy Hawes 

Vocation & Calling

June 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 39

Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print off and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:
A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30 concessionary: £15
Family Membership: £42 concessionary: £21

i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
UK: £30           europe: £45           rest of the world: £55

i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
By TELEPHONE ONLy - MONDAy, WEDNESDAy OR THURSDAy, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................

TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539

Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment

methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)

* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates

£22.50 for 1 month 
(up to 50 words)
£45 for 2 months           
£45 for 3 months

Series of advertisements in excess 
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month 
with every third month free

Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,

£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising 
Manager: Hanna Hart

email: advertising@forwardinfaith.com
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The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1Py    01243 782161

bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker 
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130    bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoffulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROViNCE OF CANTERBURy: EAST (EXCEPT CHiCHESTER,

LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans  AL3 4HE

01727 323021     bishop@richborough.org.uk
www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 206317
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Bishop of Lewes
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Will Hazlewood
Knowle Cottage, Knowle Lane, Halland, Lewes BN8 6PR

01273 425009
Bishop.Lewes@chichester.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Ford 
(formerly Bishop of The Murray)

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)

The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)

The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)

The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)

The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS 
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Peter Wheatley 
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)

Bishops of
e Society

classifieds
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can pro-
vide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com

EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. Indi-
viduals and small groups welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms for day visits, dis-
abled facilities, self-catering flat. Contact Fr.
Edward Martin SSC, ERH Church Lane
Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS. 01 778 591358. 
edenhamoffice@ gmail.com
Web: www.edenhamregionalhouse.org


