parish directory
BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's.
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or
www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785
BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Secure Parking. Contact 0121 449 2790

Tues, Thurs and major holy days: 1.05pm Eucharist. Regular
recitals and concerts (see website). During Interregnum contact
Roger Metcalfe, Churchwarden on 01275 332851
www.christchurchcitybristol.org

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
Wednesday and Thursday 10am, Friday 9.30am & 6.30pm,
Saturday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295
6411. Parish website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
St Dyfrig and St Samson, Pentre Gardens Sunday: Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Associate Priest: Fr David Morris 029 2221 2177

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
07736 711360
HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass,
Oﬃces and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme
Buttery SSC 01429 273201
HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Parish Priest: Fr Lockett SSC 01328 820030

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church, Forward in Faith, ABC. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday
Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary
Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert McTeer SSC 01388
604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ Williams 01460 419527
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham.
For further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce
020 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew
Sage SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional
Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and
loop. Tel: 01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm.
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12
noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur:
Mass 7.15pm. Fr Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486

LEAMINGTON SPA St John the Baptist Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - all resolutions
passed. Daily Mass. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Parish Mass
9.30am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction (1st Sunday only)
3.30pm. Traditional Catholic Worship in a friendly atmosphere.
Parish Priest: Fr David Lawson SSC 01926 422208

www.saintagathas.org.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck
Boston’s oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday. Low Mass 8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily
Mass, oﬃces, benediction and confessions as displayed on
notice boards. Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734

www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN Forward
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce &
LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF &
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
ABC) Sunday: Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
6.30pm. Daily Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church,
CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. FiF ABC. with modern catholic worship, good music and friendly
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html
atmosphere. Parish Priest: Canon Christopher Cook SSC 0151 733
Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass 9.30am, High Mass
11.00am, Evensong & Benediction 3.30pm (1st & 3rd Sunday). 1742 www.stagnes.org.uk
BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
Daily Mass Mon – Fri 12.30pm, also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday:
Fr Ian Brothwood 020 8686 9343
8am Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial,
parish in the Fulham Bishopric. A registered parish of the Society
6pm Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with
of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am Solemn Mass
DEVIZES
St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Father T E Jones SSC 020 7481 2985
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All resolutions passed. Sunday: 8am BCP
Low Mass; 10am Sung Mass. 3.30pm Family Service.
BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, A parish of the
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames
Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: 11am Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days Street (nearestTube: Monument or Bank) Resolutions ABC. Mass:
Sung Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380 501481
Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri
6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction 5.30pm last Saturday
DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and 12.30. Visitors very welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr
of month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
Philip Warner rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
historically significant church with much Comper restoration.
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley – all
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward
resolutions passed. Modern catholic worship with a friendly
centre). Sunday services: Low Mass 8.30am, Solemn Mass
in Faith, modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
atmosphere
.
Sunday:
8am
Mass
and
10am
Parish
Mass.
10.45am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday Masses
Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coﬀee morning). Friday: Every Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with
8am (except Monday 7pm, Wednesday 7.30pm and Thursday
Junior Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass.
8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am Mass. Visitors very welcome.
9.15am). Parish Priest: Canon Ralph Crowe SSC 01274 543957.
Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc. (01302) 285316.
Resolutions ABC. English Missal/BCP www.st.chads.
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
fatherahoward@gmail.com
dial.pipex.com
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583
BRENTwOOD St.Thomas of Canterbury, CM14 4DF ABC, DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the
LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
Baptist with Hexthorpe S Jude, Sung Mass Sundays
Society. Sunday - 8am Mass, 10am Sung Mass, 6pm Choral
9.00am Edlington and 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on Weekday the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
Evensong (with Benediction First Sunday). For times of Daily
10.30am; , Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by
Solemnities, Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and
Mass and other activities contact Fr.Colin Hewitt on 01 277
refreshments. Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus (direction Golders
Hexthorpe 7.30pm Fri or by appointment. Normal Weekday
225700 or the Church Centre on 01 277 201094.
Masses: Tues Edlington 7pm, Wed Hexthorpe 11.30am, Thurs Green) toTudor Gardens Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
BRIDPORT St Swithun Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Low
Edlington 7pm, Fri Hexthorpe 7pm. Divine Oﬃce recited each 7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org
www.standrewskingsbury.org
Mass 8am; Sung Mass 9.30am, Evensong and Benediction
day (7.30am and 6.30pm Edlington) (8am and 5pm
usually on second Sunday 6pm. Weekday Masses: Thur 10am.
Hexthorpe). Other occasions see noticeboards.
LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Enquiries should be made to the Churchwarden. Tel 01308
Contact: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC - 01709858358
Place - 8 minutes walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations
425375.
fr.s.edmonds@gmail.com
(Northern line) Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham.
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Forward in Faith Parish with Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon to Fri 10am - Bible
(11am) Fr Michael Wells 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s
Resolution ABC. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Study after Mass on Wed. saintagneskenningtonpark. co.uk
(11am) Fr. David Clues 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
020 7820 8050 frpaulensor@btconnect.com
Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details and information from Fr Jeﬀery
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am)
Gunn 01323 722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
Fr.Robert Norbury 01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) Fr.Robert
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Norbury 01 273 727362. (Sunday Principal Mass times in
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ ABC, A
brackets.)
Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am.
Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 9am, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs
Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass.
BRISTOL Christ Church, Broad Street, Old City Centre BS1 2EJ
10.15am, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett Resolutions ABC. Sunday 11am Choral Eucharist, 6.30pm Choral Evensong 6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon. 07929 750054
Contact
Father
David
Adlington
or
Father
David
Goodburn
SSC Evensong with Anthem and Sermon. Georgian gem, Prayer
Book services, robed men and boys’ choir, Renatus Harris organ. tel: 01303 254472 www.stpeterschurchfolkestone. org.uk
Continued on page 29
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk
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Lead
Story

My Soule Eates Twice
The Bishop of Fulham on John Donne and the date of Easter

I

n the year 1608, a remarkable alignment occurred in the
Calendar. Easter Day fell early: not quite as early as it
possibly might, but early nonetheless, on Sunday 27
March. As a consequence, Good Friday (25 March) was also
Lady Day – the Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord to the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
This coincidence of two of the most important observances
in the Christian year struck the imagination of John Donne,
then thirty-five, just as – as most scholars agree – he was
completing a lengthy and tortuous journey of conversion from
his cradle Roman Catholicism to the faith and practice of the
Church of England. Jack Donne, the wit, womaniser, and
composer of dazzling and erotic lyrics (‘Busie old foole, unruly
Sunne’, for example) was on his way to becoming Dr Donne,
Dean of St Paul’s, preacher and divine. The Holy Sonnets, most
of which were probably composed around 1610-11, constitute
something of a spiritual biography reflecting that journey from
a recusant upbringing to conformity and Establishment; the
long prose polemic Ignatius His Conclave is from the same
period. So too is the poem prompted by the rare liturgical
collision of the commemoration of the Lord’s Conception with
that of his Cross: Upon the Annuntiation and Passion: Falling
Upon One Day.
In typically paradoxical and riddling fashion, and in verse
whose syntax and composition is stretched almost to breaking
point, Donne reflects on this day which is marked both by
Christ’s coming (the Annunciation) and his leaving again (his
death on Calvary.) The day is ‘doubtfull’, both ‘feast or fast’; it
is the day ‘Christ came, and went away’. In one couplet, Christ
is compared to a tree, planted and felled at the very same
moment: the ‘Shee’ at the beginning of each line is the poet’s
‘soule’, by which the mystery is perceived and apprehended:
Shee sees him nothing twice at once, who’is all;
Shee sees a Cedar plant it selfe, and fall.
The part played by the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the
Lord, is central. Donne weaves together the first chapter of St
Luke’s Gospel and the account of the Crucifixion in the Gospel
according to St John, with its description of the mutual
entrusting of the Blessed Mother and the Beloved Disciple.
Mary, in one moment, is both the young girl of Nazareth in
her confinement, and the mature mother suffering the public
anguish of the loss of her Son:
She [the soul] sees at once the virgin mother stay
Reclus’d at home, Publique at Golgotha;
Sad and rejoyc’d shee’s seen at once, and seen
At almost fiftie, and at scarce fifteen.
At once a Sonne is promis’d her, and gone,
Gabriell gives Christ to her, He her to John.
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The entire mystery of salvation is encompassed in the
double commemoration. Like a map in which east and west
appear to be extremities separated by great distance, but in
reality meet one another, the angelic salutation and the cry
that is both dereliction and triumph from the Cross cannot be
kept apart:
All this, and all betweene, this day hath showne,
Th’abridgment of Christ’s story, which makes one
(As in plaine maps, the furthest West is East)
Of the’Angels Ave, and Consummatum est.
The imprint of the recitation of the Angelus and the Mass
in Latin have not been erased from the mind of the poet who
is painfully embracing the new religion.
Donne’s mind turns, in the next section of the poem, to the
temporal Church, the Church Militant, and how it should
guide the lives of Christians on earth:
As by the selfe-fix’d Pole wee never doe
Direct our course, but the next starre thereto,
Which shows where th’other is, and which we say
(Because it strayes not farre) doth never stray;
So God by his Church, nearest to him, wee know
And stand firme, if wee by her motion goe;
His Spirit, as his fiery Pillar doth
Leade, and his Church, as cloud; to one end both.

As John Stubbs has written:
God himself was like the northern celestial pole, definite
and immoveable, the ultimate reference point for all those
navigating their way through his Creation. But on earth,
people had to take their bearings by the sign that showed
where the Pole was, the Northern Star, which, although its
position did change minutely over the centuries, still
appeared constant… The Church, although to all intents
and purposes unchanging, was nonetheless subject to its
own ‘motion’. Like all other things visible to humanity, the
Church existed in time and space, and although its shifts
were minimal, it still moved. Donne was suggesting here
that Christians could only stay close to God if they kept
in step with his Church… which could not be motionless,
but could certainly prevent believers from veering off
track. [ John Stubbs, Donne, The Reformed Soul, London:
Penguin (2006), 239]
The preacher who would dwell again and again on
mortality, and whose final sermon would be entitled ‘Death’s
Duel’, can be glimpsed in the next couplet:
This Church, by letting these daies joyne, hath shown
Death and conception in mankind is one…
Not only are the beginning and the end of life brought
together in a personal and individual sense, but, cosmically,
the beginning and the ending of time and space are all of a
piece:
Or as creation he hath made, as God,
With the last judgement, but one period…
The poem ends with the startling observation that Christ
might have shed just one drop of blood (which would have
served for the salvation of mankind) but chose instead to shed
it all. Likewise, meditation on one aspect of the suffering of
Christ, or one deed or word of his, would suffice for a lifetime;
but, on this day, the Church has given all, set forth the whole
mystery of salvation, as it were, in one go:
This treasure then, in grosse, my Soule uplay
And in my life retaile it every day.
Alert readers of New Directions will, of course, have
understood straightaway why an article on this poem of John
Donne’s might be appropriate this month. 2016 is, in this sense,
a repetition of 1608: Lady Day coincides with Good Friday.
Although this year’s liturgical commemoration of the
Annunciation is transferred to Monday 4 April, we are
nevertheless invited, by this rare but theologically and
devotionally fruitful collision, to reflect more deeply on the
relationship between Our Lord’s conception and his Cross; a
relationship which Tradition encourages. At least as far back
as Tertullian, Christians have believed that Our Lord died on
the Cross on the eighth day before the calends of April, that is
to say, 25 March – the very day on which, by later reckoning,

he had been conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the
Virgin.*
There has been some talk lately (and surprisingly, to say the
least) of the possibility of the Church Universal coming to a
common mind on the date of Easter. The Archbishop of
Canterbury has speculated that this might happen ‘in five to
ten years.’ Perhaps this would be the ultimate triumph for the
Bishop of Willesden’s simplification task force. No doubt, were
the great Churches of East and West to agree on a single date
for the annual celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord,
such a world-wide Easter feast would make for an impressive
witness to the Gospel in every part of the globe. But a fixed
date, and a farewell for ever to the capacity for God to surprise
and delight us through the loops and curves of sacred time?
Theology and liturgy are poetry as much as prose. The palette
of our faith would surely be less colourful if this generation
turned out to be the last, following in the line of Jack Donne,
poet, lawyer, lover, husband, and priest, to make the
connexions offered by the Annuntiation and Passion: Falling
Upon One Day. ND
* I owe this point to Fr John Saward in the introduction to his
book The Mysteries of March (Washington, 1990), which
explores, through the lens of Hans Urs von Balthasar, the
wider web of relationships that unites the Annunciation with
Easter. Fr Saward also notes that in the churches of the
Byzantine family, when the Feast of the Annunciation falls on
Good Friday, the Divine Liturgy is celebrated in honour of the
Incarnation, in addition to the celebration of all of the offices
of Good Friday.

BENEFACTORS
We express our gratitude to those from whom
Forward in Faith received a bequest during 2015:
Stephen John Andrews
omas Henry Binskin
Joyce Mary Clive
Graeme Hands (priest)
Mary Hill
Alexander James Marchanton Lowe
Peter Wilfrid Stockwell
Myra Tilsley
Henry William Gordon Vincent (priest)
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
More details on how to make a bequest to Forward
in Faith may be found on page 28.
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High as the hills, down to the valleys
A homily by Jeffrey Gainer on the ministerial priesthood

T

Day of Atonement each year
with the blood of animals has
been offered once for all by
the Lord by the shedding of
A few miles to the north of the county town of Carmarthen His blood on Calvary. Such
lies the village of Cynwyl Elfed. A short distance from the all-sufficient
sacrifice
same village is a humble white-washed cottage, the birthplace expresses the truth about the
of Howell Elvet Lewis. It is now a small museum to his One who delights to do the
memory. Elfed, as he is known, was a Nonconformist minister, Father’s will perfectly.
a poet, and hymn-writer. Many of his hymns are translations
Yet there is an emphasis on
from the English, others are original compositions and, as we the uniqueness of Our Lord which does less than justice to the
gather here today for this Mass of Christ the Eternal High reality of the Incarnation, the truth that Jesus Christ is indeed
Priest, there is one such hymn that concerns us particularly. It True God and True Man. That belief is at the heart of all
has these words: Nid oes i ni offeiriad ond Iesu Grist ei hun – ‘we authentic Christianity. It is maintained in the Christian soul
have but one priest, Jesus Christ Himself .’
by two things, let us recall: first, by a deep love and reverence
Elfed’s words bear witness to a great truth, namely that in for the Mother of God; and, secondly, by an unwavering and
the Christian religion there is indeed but one priest: Jesus definite belief in the Real Presence of the Lord Jesus in the
Christ Himself. This is also the clear emphasis of the epistle Sacrament of the Altar. Yet since Jesus is perfect in His divinity
of priesthood, the letter to the
and perfect in His humanity, we
Hebrews (or Christians of Jewish
need to recognise afresh the truth
origin). There is much that is You are ‘church’ and not ‘chapel’, that to be truly human implies
difficult and demanding in this
entering into relationship, reflecting
and we are used to calling our
letter. Its background appears very
the loving communion that exists in
ministers
priests
remote, with its talk of ceremonial
the Godhead between Father, Son,
and sacrifices which have long since
and Holy Spirit.
vanished. Yet one thing is clear again – there is but one priest,
We are made in the image of that same God. So Jesus enters
Jesus, and of Him and Him alone is the Greek word for a into relationship, yes, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and His
sacrificing priest used. It is not applied in the New Testament foster-father St Joseph, with His relatives, His neighbours at
to any Christian leader.
Nazareth, His disciples – and with us. We, by baptism and
Now all of this may strike you as somewhat strange and faith, are members of that living Body of Christ which the
disconcerting on an occasion such as this when we are New Testament writers clearly describe as being a royal and
gathered to give thanks to God for the ordination to the holy priesthood. This is the witness of St Peter in his first letter,
priesthood of Fr Martin Williams half a century ago. ‘If you and likewise of the seer of Revelation. It is then our privilege
say that there is one priest in our faith; well, what are we doing and our joy to offer the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving at
here?’ You may reply, quite correctly, that you are ‘church’ and each and every Eucharist; and thereby we are renewed in the
not ‘chapel’, and that we are used to calling our ministers relationship of faith, hope, and love with God and one another.
priests. You may retort that the preface to the ordinal attached
No doubt our old friend Elfed would agree with all this but
to the Prayer Book of 1662 refers to the orders of bishop, he would, in conscience, feel constrained to draw back as we
priest, and deacon and that the service itself requires the go on to speak of the distinctive priesthood of the ordained.
preacher to underline the necessity of such orders. Necessity Yet here we find that the Church of God, from earliest times,
is a strong word, after all – it is not the same as ‘preferable’, or has been led to apply the language of priesthood to her
‘desirable’. Moreover, if you are the type of person to delve into ministers as we still do. We find it in a letter from Rome to
the finer details of church history you might even add that the Corinth attributed to St Clement, that is before the end of the
Latin Prayer Book of Elizabeth I uses the word sacerdos, a first century of the Christian era and even before all the
sacrificing priest, of the Christian clergy. But perhaps we do writings of our New Testament were gathered together to be
better than that when we note how the reading at the read alongside the Old Testament. At first such language was
Eucharist today stresses the uniqueness of Christ the Eternal applied to the bishops who presided over the worship and life
High Priest.
of the local Christian communities. Indeed in England this was
The letter to the Hebrews points out the contrast between the general usage until the time of the Venerable Bede. Yet it
the many Jewish priests under the old dispensation who had came to be extended to presbyters as well, to whom was
to offer sacrifices year after year, and Christ who offered a designated the awesome responsibility of presiding at the
sacrifice just once. What the Jewish High Priest offered on the Eucharistic sacrifice.
his homily was preached at the mass of thanksgiving for
Fr Martin Williams’s Golden Jubilee of priesthood at
Petertide 2015. We apologise for the delay in publication.
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That Eucharistic mystery was initiated by the Lord himself was hung even further back – in 1881, in fact – a great bell
when he gathered with His apostles in the Upper Room. He weighing over sixteen tons. It is known as Great Paul. But
called twelve men to be his apostles, and they are the witnesses more significant than its size, or even the booming sound it
to the Risen Lord who manifests his presence here. It was, we emits over the great metropolis, is the inscription carved into
may note, a singular mistake of Calvin – excellent logician its metal: ‘Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel’ [1 Cor. 9.16].
though he was – that he failed to
St Paul’s words are a challenge to
note the abiding significance of the
each of us who owns the faith of
apostolate when he tried to recreate The ministerial priesthood acts in Jesus, and assuredly to all of us who
from scratch what he believed to be
company with the whole priestly are ordained. Over the years the bells
a New Testament form of ministry
of St Paul’s have rung out to mark
people
of
God
in the sixteenth century. No doubt
great occasions of Church and State,
we all have our own blind spots, but
just as they do when summoning the
we do well to avoid repeating Calvin’s mistake. We are called Christian faithful to witness the laying of apostolic hands on
to realise anew that the apostolate unifies and embodies the those men to be ordained priest in the Church of God. Such
whole people of God. Likewise a portion of the church, the men were called to be – in Austin Farrer’s famous phrase – a
ministerial priesthood, acts in company with the whole walking sacrament, a living sign in the here and now of the
priestly people of God and not apart from them. Just as we unseen great high priest Himself, even Jesus Christ. So let us
Christians keep one day, Sunday, as the Lord’s Day whilst at now in thankfulness and joy look forward and as we celebrate
the same time acknowledging that God is the Lord of every this Golden Jubilee conclude by renewing our resolve to draw
day of our lives, so we rightly adhere to the ministerial close, one and all, to the Eternal High Priest Himself in these
priesthood as the sacramental sign of continuity with the Lord awe-inspiring holy mysteries of Christ’s Body and Blood. ND
and His apostles – a sign that exists not apart from the Church
but within the Church, the priestly people of God.
Canon Jeffrey Gainer is Vicar of Meidrim, in the diocese of St
But what can we say of this ministerial priesthood? A Davids. He was elected as Chairman of Credo Cymru (Forward in
recent writer has likened the priesthood of the ordained to a Faith Wales) in November 2015. The Venerable Martin Williams
pebble dropped into a pool which sends out circles from the was for many years Archdeacon of Margam, and then of
centre. Those circles are meant to be the blessings of God Morgannwg, in the diocese of Llandaff.
conveyed to us in particular ways – in intercessory prayer, in
sacramental ministrations, in pastoral care, in preaching and
PREBENDARY GRAEME ROWLANDS
KEITH PATTERSON
teaching the faith. Those of us who were ordained many years
ago have seen many changes in the meantime, and many
questionings of received beliefs and arrangements. Yet the
blessings of God remain the same, and so do the need and call
to give ourselves daily to the slog of pastoral duty wherever
God may call us to serve Him and His people: in leafy suburbs
or in the post-industrial valleys. Wherever we are sent, we can
be sure that the priest’s example, counsel, and prayers are
required, and are a source of blessing indeed when holiness of
life inspires and encourages others. Sometimes the work may
seem hard and the response minimal, a veritable hewing of
wood and drawing of water! Nonetheless, we labour on in the
Lord’s service and by His grace.
Over the last half century there have, of course, been many
changes in the life of the Ecclesia Anglicana, some of which have
taxed us in conscience. We are called to hold fast to the ideals
of the Catholic movement in Anglicanism: not a narrowness
of vision bordering on the sectarian, but a growing
understanding that truth, Christian truth, is for the whole
person. Indeed it is for all people at all times, and such truth is
– under the guidance of the Holy Spirit – expressed in the
conciliar and consensual grasp of the Truth expressed in the
Creeds and in the received structures of the Church Universal,
including, we may add, the Holy Orders of those who conform
in life and doctrine to what has always characterised the
Many of our readers – almost all, we think – will know
Church Universal.
Fr Graeme Rowlands of St Silas’s, Kentish Town, who has been
Inevitably, on a day like this we are drawn to look back ... to
made a Prebendary of St Paul’s by the Bishop of London. we
that summer day fifty years ago when a young man was
send Prebendary Rowlands our heartiest congratulations and
ordained in St Paul’s Cathedral. High above that great church
best wishes on this well-deserved honour.
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‘Give Blood and Receive The Spirit’
Fr Peter CSWG reflects on the call to the religious life
MARK wILSON

I

nstructing His disciples at the Last Supper, the Lord gave
them this reminder: ‘You did not chose me, but I chose
you’ (John 15.16). For some whom He calls, that choosing
will include an invitation to follow Him in a particular way:
‘If you wish to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then, come
follow me’ (Matt 19:16).
It is important to know that monks and nuns do not choose
their way of life: rather, that it is chosen for them. Often when
someone is talking about exploring the religious life, people
can respond with: ‘why on earth choose that?’ as though it
were something they had thought they would rather like to do.
It rarely occurs to people that pursuing such a call might
involve overcoming significant hurdles, hesitations, and
uncertainties – and not least those of family members.

The statue of Bishop Charles Gore, founder of the Community
of the Resurrection, outside Birmingham Cathedral

Sacrifice
She is supremely the one who hears the word of God and obeys
It seems to me that the kind of response above happens it (cf Luke 11.28).
because we so quickly forget that our Christian faith is rooted
In the same way the Mothers and Fathers of the Oxford
in sacrifice – in a ‘giving of ourselves’ to God. That was the Movement sought to follow Mary’s way and imitate her faith,
truth that underpinned the whole of Jesus Christ’s earthly life, in accordance with their capacity. Most readers of New
culminating in the final offering of
Directions will rejoice at being in parishes
Himself on the Cross. It was the reality,
we so quickly forget that where the fruits of these endeavours are
too, of the life of His Mother. Sacrifice for
manifold. The Catholic faith is practised
our Christian faith is
Mary meant a following of her Son, not
and the sacraments are celebrated, and
knowing where it would take her. Her ‘be
rooted in sacrifice
true teaching is handed on. We are the
it unto me according to your word’ thus
beneficiaries of all this because of sacrifices
became a benchmark of faithfulness for all of us.
made by those courageous pioneers in the faith, men and
Mary gave herself to God in complete trust, not knowing women living out their willingness to walk in the way of
what lay ahead. It was ‘blind faith’ in the positive sense of those Mary’s faithful obedience.
words: not as something irrational or unthinking; but a
willingness to receive whatever God sent in the way of Prayer
circumstances, and to find in that the will of God for herself. The life of prayer can correctly be termed ‘sacrifice’. Prayer is

Vocations Conference
In October 2015, RooT (Religious of Orthodox
Tradition) pioneered a Vocations Conference for
young people at St Mary’s, wellingborough. Over
half of those who attended are continuing to
pursue their next step forward: as postulants,
novices, or in a consecrated life. It is planning to
hold another conference in the early autumn,
this time in the Northern Province. Details are
presently being finalised, and will appear shortly.
Please support and encourage anyone you know
who may be thinking about religious life in one
form or another to attend.
www.sswsh.com/RooT.php
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not simply an act of piety, or a box to be ticked. Prayer involves
a giving of ourselves – the whole person – to God and is at the
very heart of faith, giving direction to our life. Prayer begins
in relationship with the Lord, though the first thing He teaches
His disciples when they ask about prayer is to address God as
‘Father’. Over time, prayer becomes relationship and
communion with all the Persons of the Holy Trinity.
So the Church encourages everyone to pray. She also blesses
men and women whose calling is to dedicate their whole life
to that: to persevere and to grow in a life of prayer. Monks and
nuns represent a vital constituent of the Church’s life, not so
that everyone else can get on with evangelism and service; but
as a reminder to everyone that prayer is pivotal in the
Christian life.
Prayer at the heart of our Christian life makes faith come
alive and increase within us. When we realise what is entailed
in prayer – a growing in relationship – it takes on something
of the nature of a journey. It is one we all have to make: we
realise no one can do it for us. Prayer itself convinces us it is
truly the way forward.

When we understand the necessity of prayer for the
Church, we see at the same time the need for communities of
prayer to support one another at the heart of the Church’s life.
That will mean encouraging vocations to such communities,
and making it high on the list of our priorities. For instance,
when a man or woman has a general sense of calling from God,
but there is no clear call to a particular ministry, only a desire
to serve Him in His Church in some way, He may be calling
him or her – or you – to the religious life.

Our Church
One of the important tasks of the Catholic movement in the
Church of England is to remind her of the importance of
Mary’s example. How will others learn her significance to
faith, if we are not living and teaching it?

By the same token, who will convince others about the
centrality of prayer and religious life, if not that part of our
Church where its revival sprang up? We are the inheritors of
a goodly heritage, and should be passionate about the need for
Growth
monks and nuns praying at the heart of the Church. If we are
The truth of the words ‘no growth without sacrifice’ is written to commend it to others it is important for us to be supporting
all over the history of the Oxford Movement. Whether we that life, participating in it, and encouraging others to share in
turn to Dr Pusey, or Fr Lowder, or Fr Mackonochie, or the it.
numerous sisters who nursed the plague
It would not be right simply to be
and cholera victims, or any of the heroes
content
that Evangelicals and Charismatics
when people give
and heroines of that Movement, we will
are now newly discovering the power and
themselves sacrificially, vitality of a common life of prayer for the
find sacrifice at the heart of it all. For
when people give themselves sacrificially,
well-being of the Church. At the heart of
the Spirit comes
the Spirit comes. There is a saying from
all religious life is a Catholic and orthodox
the Desert Fathers that echoes that truth: ‘Give blood and understanding of sacrifice. Without that core element that
receive the Spirit.’
first inspired religious life underpinning it, how would it
‘Let it be to me according to your word.’ Mary gave herself, flourish? For religious life to continue to grow in our Church,
not knowing what lay before her. Thus she stands for the it is vital it is there in its traditional expression – supported
whole Church as an example of faith, and trust in the and encouraged with conviction by clergy and laity alike. ND
faithfulness and goodness of God. Every professed religious
experiences, in however small a degree, something of the Fr Peter CSWG is a member of the Community of the Servants of
character of such commitment when they bind themselves in the Will of God, at Crawley Down Monastery in West Sussex.
lifelong promises.

Chrism Masses 2016
Bishops of the Society will be celebrating the following Chrism Masses:
Richborough
Richborough
Beverley
Wakefield
Burnley
Beverley
Richborough
Ebbsfleet
Beverley
Chichester
Ebbsfleet
Fulham
Richborough
Beverley
Ebbsfleet
Richborough

Wednesday 16th March
Saturday 19th March
Sunday 20th March
Sunday 20th March
Sunday 20th March
Monday 21st March
Monday 21st March
Monday 21st March
Tuesday 22nd March
Tuesday 22nd March
Tuesday 22nd March
Tuesday 22nd March
Tuesday 22nd March
Wednesday 23rd March
Wednesday 23rd March
Wednesday 23rd March

7.30pm
11.00am
6.00pm
6.00pm
6.00pm
12.00noon
12.00noon
2.00pm
11.30am
12.00noon
12.00noon
11.00am
12.00noon
12.00noon
11.30am
12.00noon

S Hugh, Eyres Monsell, Leicester
Portsmouth Cathedral
S Aidan, Grangetown, Sunderland
S Paul, Barnsley
Holy Trinity, Tarleton
S Hilda, Grangetown, Middlesbrough
Chelmsford Cathedral
Exeter Cathedral
Manchester Cathedral
Chichester Cathedral*
Bristol Cathedral
S Andrew, Holborn
Canterbury Cathedral
Worksop Priory
Lichfield Cathedral
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham

*with renewal of ministerial vows - for all the clergy of the Diocese of Chichester.
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well Known In Her Palaces
Serenhedd James accepts an invitation to Hampton Court

Y

ou know you’ve hit gold when the Protestant Truth beam roof, were moodlit in scarlet; and the Cardinal and the
Society shows up with a banner. This time it was at Bishop – seated respectively on plush scarlet and navy chairs
Hampton Court on the afternoon of Shrove Tuesday, – were flanked by a bevy of senior clerics of both
and its four representatives were protesting about the denominations, including a number of the clergy of the Royal
remarkable events that were about to unfold by the side of the Household in their scarlet cassocks. Against this formal
Thames in that royal corner of Surrey.
backdrop, however, the Bishop and the Cardinal addressed
Remarkable, indeed – and organised by my hosts, the and referred to each other as ‘Richard’ and ‘Vincent’.
Genesis Foundation, with the permission of Her Majesty the
In his introduction to the souvenir programme, Cardinal
Queen. At 17.30 the three-hundred-or-so people gathered in Nichols – I have not yet been invited to call His Eminence
the Great Hall rose as the Cardinal
‘Vincent’, but I’m sure it’s only a matter
Archbishop of Westminster and the Values that Britons ‘used to of time – wrote that the consequences of
Bishop of London entered and took their
‘the period of our history known as “the
take for granted’ can no
places on the dais. Bishop Chartres – in
Reformation” … are being constantly
longer
be
relied
upon
his capacity as Dean of the Chapels
explored and more deeply understood’.
Royal – then welcomed Cardinal
He observed in his spoken remarks that
Nichols to Hampton Court, and the two prelates began a cooperation between the Roman Catholic Church and the
conversation (unscripted, we were assured) titled ‘Faith and Church of England was becoming increasingly necessary on
the Crown’. To a great extent the discussion focussed on the matters of common ground, because traditional values that
ways in which the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Britons ‘used to take for granted’ could no longer be relied
Church are now working together: Bishop Chartres described upon.
the evening as ‘a celebration of how far we’ve come and also a
Meanwhile, Bishop Chartres said that many people no
celebration of a common agenda’.
longer distinguish between denominations – ‘What I see,
The setting could hardly have been more impressive. The particularly around London is that increasingly we are living
carved details of the Great Hall, with its magnificent hammer- in a post-denominational era’ – and noted the increase of
catholicnews.org.uk/mazur
groups of using non-traditional buildings for worship. He
raised a chuckle when he commented that many people might
think that the Archbishop of Westminster and the Bishop of
London – their respective dioceses are almost coterminous –
‘must fight like ferrets in a sack’. In fact, he thought that it was
more pressing to ‘look together at the problems facing
humanity rather than looking at the differences between us’.
Both bishops agreed that, in an increasingly secular society,
warm relations were important. The Cardinal made the point
that the contribution of Roman Catholics to the life of the
nation was made as a ‘significant minority’; but Bishop
Chartres’s reply was telling, and not a little unnerving: ‘We are
all minorities now’.
After the talk came the grist to the PTS’s mill: the assembly
– which, at a glance, included the Apostolic Nuncio, the Home
Secretary, the next Secretary-General of the Commonwealth,
and the Editor of New Directions – made its way from the
Great Hall to the Palace Chapel, where Cardinal Nichols
presided at Solemn Vespers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in
cope and mitre. Most of the service was in Latin, with The
Sixteen – on their customary superb form – providing the
music. They chanted Psalms 121 and 126, and Benedictus Deus,
with their proper antiphons, and during Thomas Tallis’s
Magnificat for Five Voices the Cardinal censed the plate-covered
altar. Bishop Chartres preached the homily, referencing the
Council of Ephesus and referring to the Mother of God as
Church and State: the Cardinal Archbishop of westminster
‘Our Lady’. We even had the prayers from the breviary, with
chats to the Home Secretary at Hampton Court. The palace
Chaplain, Fr Anthony Howe, looks on
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continued on page 31

In My Father’s House…
An edited version of the Bishop of London’s address at the Mansion House on 18 February

I

t is a privilege to second the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
response to the Lord Mayor. Sydney Smith, the witty
nineteenth-century Canon of St Paul’s, one remarked
that he had ‘alas, only one illusion left – the Archbishop of
Canterbury’. Although he also said that ‘among the smaller
duties of life, I hardly know anything more important than
that of not praising where praise is not due’, it would be a
dereliction of duty not to thank the Archbishop, on behalf of
us all, for his leadership, and in particular his unstinting work
both before and during the Primates’ meeting last month. It
enabled the Anglican Archbishops worldwide to proclaim that
we are still a Communion, a cross-cultural unity that seeks to
serve our one world at a time of huge promise and peril.
My Lord Mayor, you have alluded to your theme for the
year: ‘Innovate here, succeed everywhere’. The world is
changing around us. Unchallengeable Western hegemony is concern for the health of the whole community. But we also
being replaced by a more genuinely multi-polar world, and the have a role in articulating a more inclusive version of the
City of London is one of the places where the reality and the English story. Scotland, Ireland, and Wales have in recent
challenges of this shift are most obvious. One of the years very properly recovered a sense of their own special
applications of your principle must be to establish in these identity. If there is no comparable development and
islands a new sense of inclusive identity which could be of celebration of the English story in which a creative effort is
service to a world in which religions and cultures are accessible made to weave new strands into the national narrative and
to one another in way unprecedented in history.
rituals, then the field will be left empty for the xenophobic and
It is of course right to insist on universal abstract principles the terminally nostalgic.
like tolerance and the rule of law; but abstract universal
‘Innovate here, succeed everywhere’ – the principle
principles do not evoke the love and the energy that generate certainly applies to the fresh opportunities opened up for
creative communities. Communities are made by stories that communication by the social media. As well as the Lord
translate principles into flesh and blood, and give us characters Mayor’s Show, you have used contemporary means of getting
like your grandfather Admiral Lord Mountevans, the the message across. We in the Church need to catch up. I am
Antarctic explorer whom we can admire and emulate. launching tomorrow one innovation – Prayers on the Tube.
Followers of Jesus Christ must be
You may have escaped us in the cinema.
tolerant not because we believe so little
we have a role in
You won’t get away from us on the Tube.
about God but because we believe so
Mind you, I doubt whether I am the
articulating a more inclusive
much in God who gave his life for the
person to be talking about innovation. On
version of the English story a recent visit to one of our primary
sake of his enemies.
Fr Raniero Cantalamesa, Preacher to
schools, I was asked if I remembered
the Papal Household, in his sermon at the inauguration of the anything from my time at school. ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘I was the ink
General Synod also reminded us of the true unity of monitor.’ It was a role given to a particularly responsible child.
Christians. He said that ‘in many parts of the world people are You had a metal can with which you filled the china ink wells
killed not because they are Catholic, or Anglican, or set in the desk tops. and you learnt to write copperplate using
Pentecostal but because they are Christians. In the eyes of our a steel nib. The children looked totally baffled and then the
persecutors we are already one. Let us be one also in our own teacher came to my aid – ‘Oh yes,’ she said, ‘we’ve just done a
eyes and in the eyes of God.’
project on Victorian London and there’s one of those cans in
Our country ceased to be a confessional state in 1828, with the exhibition.’
abolition of the Test and Corporation Act. Thereafter there
My own claims as an innovator may be slim but, on behalf
has been a free market in religious ideas, while the public space of all your guests, I thank you and the Lady Mayoress for your
has been held open for voices of faith. It is one of the glories of leadership and for your generous hospitality. As Homer says
the City of London that the first Jew to sit in the House of in the Odyssey, ‘a guest never forgets a host who has treated
Commons [Lionel de Rothschild] was one of our elected him kindly’, and you have entertained us not only kindly but
members of Parliament.
royally. ND
Since that time, the Church of England has grown more and
Lord and Lady Mountevans entertained the Archbishops and
more conscious of its responsibility towards the many faith Bishops of the Church of England to dinner at the Mansion House
communities represented here tonight, and of our common on 18 February.
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Diocese of Coventry

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MA'AM

Worshipping God
Making New Disciples
Transforming Communities

RECTOR
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST,
COVENTRY
St John’s is rich in its history and Anglo-Catholic tradition, but
is also wishing to be forward looking and wants to inspire the
next generation of 20s-30s, who form 60% of our parish
residential population.
In partnership with the Diocesan Acceler8 scheme (which
focuses on mission and ministry with people in their 20s and
30s), we would welcome applications from male priests who
are committed to the Diocesan Mission Purpose and delivery
of the 8 Essential Qualities in an urban context, and who will:
• Love Jesus and the Bible, and inspire others to love Jesus and the
Bible too.
• Be passionate about inspiring a younger generation (especially
those in their 20s and 30s) towards Christian faith and
discipleship, within an Anglican Anglo-Catholic and deprived,
mixed City Centre/residential area parish context.
• Have a track record of successful innovation in Anglo-Catholic
liturgy, forms of service, and church growth, especially with a
younger generation.
• Be respected for respecting the diversity of views on the
ordination of women to the priesthood and episcopate,
encouraging loving and caring relationships on this issue both
within and outside the congregation.

The PCC has requested, on grounds of theological conviction,
that arrangements be made for it in accordance with the
House of Bishops’ Declaration on the Ministry of Bishops and
Priests. we do however wish to remain under the oversight
of the Bishop of Coventry and wish to continue welcoming
him and male members of his team to preside at our Mass –
while also continuing to value and develop our relationships
with other churches ranging from a nearby Forward-in-Faith
Church (St Oswald’s, Tile Hill) to a CofE Pioneer church (Urban
Hope) in the City Centre. St John’s and the Diocese of Coventry
have a good track record in their commitment to mutual
flourishing, with positive relationships across traditions.
Further details and application form are available from
http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/vacancies/current_vacancies

Informal conversations welcome:
Archdeacon Missioner, The Venerable Morris Rodham
(07506 731 892, e-mail: Morris.Rodham@CovCofE.org ),
or Area Dean, the Reverend Alison Evans,
(02476 591994, e-mail: aevans@talktalk.net ) or Vicar of
St Oswald’s, Fr Nick Leggett,
(02476 465072, e-mail: leggett1uwe@yahoo.co.uk )
Closing date for applications: 12 noon, Friday 8 April;
Interviews: Monday 25 & Tuesday 26 April
Enhanced DBS disclosure is required for this post.
12 ■ newdirections ■ March 2016

The Church of England’s choice of logo to celebrate the
Queen’s 90th birthday later this year was unveiled last month.
It was designed by 10-year-old Luke Salinger, a pupil at Potten
End C of E Primary School in Hertfordshire, who said that he
was ‘amazed’ that his design had been chosen.

Meanwhile, at Synod...

faith of
our
fathers

Arthur Middleton on Redeeming the Present

I

n the madness of the 1960s, when
the baby was being thrown out
with the bathwater, Eric Mascall
delivered his Inaugural Lecture as
Professor of Historical Theology in the
University of London in October 1962.
His theme was ‘Theology and History’.
Mascall was concerned that theologians
cannot seek objectivity by pursuing it as
a deliberate ideal, looking over their
shoulder for the ‘approbation of the
secular scholar’, ‘or at any rate that if it is
so achieved it will be only at the cost of
triviality, irrelevance and dullness’. [E. L.
Mascall, Theology and History, London:
Faith Press (1962), 5].
What is needed rather is an intense
conviction of the truth and vitality of
the Christian religion, a confidence in
the relevance of theology to matters
outside the academic sphere, and a
combination of humility with
intellectual integrity. This last, for the
theologian as for other scholars is
primarily a matter of ingrained
attitude rather than of self-conscious
and anxious striving; it is a habitus, in
the traditional sense, a matter of
connaturality, of bent. For fruitful
scholarship depends not only on a pose
of disinterested detachment – it is
possible to be so disinterested and
detached that one never does anything
of importance at all – but also upon the
precise nature of one’s subject-matter
and a sense of relevance and proportion,
and these are much less easy to achieve.
[Ibid].

Mascall’s next point is supported by
reference to two contemporary
publications by scientists of distinction:
Michael Polanyi’s Personal Knowledge,
and William Pollard’s Physicist and
Christian. Both authors made the point
that in order to become a scientist, it was
not sufficient merely to become tutored
in scientific method and then start
applying it to the science of one’s choice.
One had to enter into the community of
scientists: ‘live with them, think with
them, argue with them, and one’s

expertise and originality will be
developed in the process’.
Now if this is true of the scientist it is, I
believe, even truer of the theologian, but
in his case the matter is vastly more
complex. For, if the theologian believes
that Christianity is true and is himself
a practising Christian, he is not only a
member of the community of
theologians but also a member of the
Christian Church; he will be
theologizing not from outside but from
inside the revelation, the Church and
the faith. [Ibid, 6].
Within this context Mascall claims that
a theologian would need – as Étienne
Gilson said that St Thomas Aquinas
possessed – a perfect intellectual
modesty and an almost reckless
intellectual audacity. But he will make
no advancement to our knowledge of
the Christian religion unless ‘his
theologizing is a function of his
membership of the Christian Church
and takes place under the illumination
of the Christian revelation’. Certain
theologians ignore this fundamental of
their existence as Christian theologians
to plan reconstructions of Christian
theology and morals in their own heads.
Their aim is to make it relevant and
acceptable to people in the twenty-first
century, but it may well end up being

totally irrelevant and unacceptable to
the people of the twenty-second century.
Even the most original thinkers have to
depend upon a body of corporate
knowledge much of which has to be
taken on trust and a ‘fiduciary
framework’ (Polanyi) of fundamental
attitudes which shape the way we test
and acquire knowledge. [R. J.
Bauckham, ‘Tradition in Relation to
Scripture and Reason’ in Scripture,
Tradition and Reason: A Study in the
Criteria of Christian Doctrine, eds. B.
Drewery and R. J. Bauckham,
Edinburgh: T. T. Clark (1988), 133]. A
corporate framework of belief does not
negate reason but is its very condition;
and this rooting of reason in the
particularity of a cultural tradition does
not imply absolute relativism.
To see the world from a particular
standpoint which our tradition has
given us is the condition of creaturely
knowledge. To trust a tradition for the
insight and knowledge it has given us,
to go on to appropriate more of what it
has to offer, is not irrational, nor is it
necessarily conservative. Even the
revolutionary, whatever his destination,
can see only from where he is. [Ibid.
134].
What we have in the resources of the
patristic tradition that has been
appropriated into Anglicanism by the
Reformers, the Caroline Divines, the
Tractarians, and others, is a tradition
that was outside the parameters of their
particular time and thought, the solitary
confinement of the ‘present’. It offered to
them alternatives that were not available
to the historically-limited world of their
time and enabled them to escape from
the imprisoning effects of their
contemporary religious controversies by
bringing a productive past that still lived
in the Church. It brought a critical
stance to those controversies of their
time and enabled them to render the
more recent answers of their time
questionable and not to be accepted
simply as given. ND
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devotional

Jeremy Taylor on Holiness
Arthur Middleton

H

oliness is not only an
advantage to the learning of
all wisdom and holiness, but
for the discerning of that which is wise
and holy from what is trifling and useless
and contentious; from holiness we have
the best instructions. And this brings me
to the next particle of the general consideration. For that which we are taught
by the Holy Spirit of God, this new
nature, this vital principle within us, it is
that which is worth our learning; not
vain and empty, idle and insignificant
notions, in which when you have
laboured till your eyes are fixed in their
orbs, and your flesh unfixed from its
bones, you are no better and no wiser. If
the Spirit of God be your teacher, He
14 ■ newdirections ■ March 2016

will teach you such truths as will make
you know and love God, and become
like to Him, and enjoy Him for ever, by
passing from similitude to union and
eternal fruition. But what are you the
better if any man should pretend to
teach you whether every angel makes a
species, and what is the individuation of
the soul in the state of separation? What
are you the wiser if you should study and
find out what place Adam should for
ever have lived in if he had not fallen?
and what is any man the more learned if
he hears the disputes, whether Adam
should have multiplied children in the
state of innocence, and what would have
been the event of things if one child had
been born before his father’s sin?

Too many scholars have lived upon
air and empty notions for many ages
past, and troubled themselves with tying
and untying knots, like hypochondriacs
in a fit of melancholy, thinking of
nothing, and troubling themselves with
nothing, and falling out about nothings,
and being very wise and very learned in
things that are not and work not, and
were never planted in paradise by the
finger of God. Men’s notions are too
often like the mules, begotten by
equivocal and unnatural generations;
but they make no species: they are
begotten, but they can beget nothing;
they are the effects of long study, but
they can do no good when they are
produced: they are not that which
Solomon calls via intelligentiæ, ‘the way
of understanding’. If the Spirit of God be
our teacher, we shall learn to avoid evil,
and to do good, to be wise and to be holy,
to be profitable and careful: and they
that walk in this way shall find more
peace in their consciences, more skill in
the scriptures, more satisfaction in their
doubts, than can be obtained by all the
polemical and impertinent disputations
of the world.
And if the Holy Spirit can teach us
how vain a thing it is to do foolish things,
He also will teach us how vain a thing it
is to trouble the world with foolish
questions, to disturb the church for
interest or pride, to resist government in
things indifferent, to spend the people’s
zeal in things unprofitable, to make
religion to consist in outsides, and
opposition to circumstances and trifling
regards. No, no; the man that is wise, he
that is conducted by the Spirit of God,
knows better in what Christ’s kingdom
does consist, than to throw away his
time and interest, and peace and safety
— for what? For religion? No: for the
body of religion? Not so much: for the
garment of the body of religion? No, not
for so much; but for the fringes of the
garment of the body of religion; for such
and no better are the disputes that
trouble our discontented brethren; they
are things, or rather circumstances and
manners of things, in which the soul and
spirit is not at all concerned. ND
From Jeremy Taylor’s Holy Living,
ed. Arthur Middleton

Let Them Eat Cake
Ash Wednesday in the diocese of Leicester, from the diocesan website and social media pages
“On Ash Wednesday, 10th February, the day on which the
Christian season of Lent starts, clergy and other staff from the
Diocese of Leicester gave away cake to commuters at Leicester
Train Station. The cake was offered as a symbol of God’s
generosity with the aim being to challenge the perception of
Lent as a time to give things up, and instead try to embody God’s
generous giving to the people of Leicester.
Donated by Blueberry Foods, part of Samworth Brothers, the
cakes were used by the clergy to encourage people to look at
what’s important in our lives and to acknowledge the good
things. The cake was wrapped in a printed napkin with [the]
words below.
Have Your Cake and Eat it!
This cake is a gift from John, the Bishop of Leicester [sic*], to mark
the beginning of Lent. Lent is traditionally a time to give up yummy
things, like chocolate, so why is the church giving away cake today of
all days? This cake is a symbol of the freedom, purpose and fulfilment
that Jesus came to give to you, and like this cake it is a free gift for
you to accept. You can eat this cake to celebrate and say thank you
to God for all the good things in your life, and particularly for the gift
of Jesus. We will be praying for everyone who has received a cake
today.”
* The Rt Revd John Holbrook is Bishop of Brixworth, in the
diocese of Peterborough. He has been “Acting Bishop of
Leicester” since autumn 2015. See Editorial and The Way We Live
Now for further comment. ND
At the Last Supper, Jesus said: ‘I have
called you friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have made
known to you’ (John 15.15). The
relationship of the spiritual director to
directee has often been compared to
friendship. In 1977 Fr Ken Leech
published his book ‘Soul Friend’, which
remained for many years the best
introduction to this relationship. He
wrote at a time before many of the more
powerful currents in the western practice
of spiritual direction began moving. In
1977 the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises were
still land-locked in Roman Catholic
religious communities; but in a few years
Open Door Retreats, weeks of Guided
Prayer ,and the seminal work of Sister Pia
Buxton and Fr Gerard Hughes at the
Spiritual Exercises Centre at St Beuno’s in
wales would open up a whole new world
and resource for spiritual direction.
The influence of Roman Catholic
communities in the development of
spiritual direction is enormous: it was
they who first used tools like Myers Briggs
and Enneagram to work on the
relationship between personality types
and spirituality. Much of this was
dispersed through England by the St

Ghostly
Counsel
Spiritual Friendship
Andy Hawes is Warden of
Edenham Regional Retreat House
Beuno’s connection. I provide this
background because it helps explain just
how far spiritual direction (as it is now
‘taught’ and ‘authorised’) has moved from
the concept of friendship.
Another major influence has been the
counselling profession. There has been
much to learn from counselling about
listening skills, and about understanding
the dynamics at work in the one-to-one
relationship of spiritual direction. There
has also been, more recently, good
practice ‘picked up’ in the area of
supervision. Recent guidelines distributed
by the National Retreat Association have
been produced against a background of
safeguarding concerns and the tragic
misuse and abuse of the relationship of
spiritual direction. This is perfectly

understandable and I was involved in the
early stages of delivering suitable
guidelines.
But if we lose sight of the concept of
friendship in spiritual direction, we have
will have lost its essential and graceful
character. If spiritual direction does not
involve an open partnership of trust and
generosity – a ‘laying down of our lives’
for one another – it will be very much less
than it ought to be. we should not allow
a ‘Facebook’ definition of friendship set
the tone of the relationship in spiritual
direction. In spiritual direction there
should be a real friendship that is a
committed engagement of the one to the
other. Like all good friendships it will also
be reciprocal.
I am not altogether negative about
recent developments in spiritual direction
but I do believe that there is a need to
throw something simpler – something of
the mysterious grace of God into the
balance. when someone turns up at my
door for spiritual direction, the first thing
and the last thing that matters is
friendship: a friendship that is honest and
caring, and I hope too founded in the love
of Him who laid down His life for
friendship’s sake.
March 2016 ■ newdirections ■ 15

Love is Our First Duty
H. F. B. Mackay on love of God and love of neighbour

I

n 1928 Fr H. F. B. Mackay, one of the
leaders of the Catholic Movement in the
1920s, published Saints and Leaders,
which included pen-portraits of six ‘Men of
the Catholic Movement’ – Lowder, Dolling,
King, Stanton, Benson and Weston.
Introducing his memoir of Bishop Edward
King of Lincoln, he wrote as follows.
You want to be the Lord Christ’s
messenger to your neighbour? Very well,
to be that, your love must instinctively
seize on and love what is lovable in your
neighbour.
A truism, you say. If so, the most
neglected of all truisms, because, as a
matter of fact, the possession of a religious
and ethical standard strongly tempts us to
think that criticism and not love is our first
duty towards those who differ from us.
Incomparably the most grievous sin of Christians is criticism
and detraction of others. There is nothing at all which retards
the spread of the knowledge and spirit of Christ as that does.
If the natural desire of the minds of Anglo-Catholics was to
find beautiful points of agreement with their friends, if they
naturally shrank from dwelling on points of difference, if love
to their neighbour was natural to them and disagreement with
their neighbours, when a moral necessity, a matter which
needed the help of supernatural grace, then the whole AngloCatholic Movement would be
transformed because it would have put
on Christ.
Think of our Lord. It was natural to
Him to love all men and all things. Form,
atmosphere, colour, scent, flowers and
children, birds and beasts and fishes, He
loved them all and saw in their beauty
symbols of all spiritual beauty which He
still discerned in those whom sin and
disorder of mind and body had
particularly wrecked.
Such was our Lord’s nature, and the
same nature inspired His controversy
and His condemnations. They were
always His defence of love against that
which would injure or destroy it.
Now, if the Anglo-Catholic Movement
is a true movement of the Spirit of Christ,
this will be its spirit, it will be eagerly
sympathetic and loving towards those to
whom it goes.
In the main our English people are
believers in God the Father and in our
Lord; they are baptized, they hold to the
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Bible, and they pray. “In all this,” said
Edward King once, “there is matter for great
thankfulness and hope.”
Here is our common ground; we
must always begin by joyfully uniting
ourselves with our neighbours in holding
these precious truths. That is what is meant
by “Anglo” in the double word AngloCatholic. “Anglo” stands for a recognition
and love of what is truly Christian in our
English religious tradition, that which
makes the basis of an appeal for a wider and
deeper Catholicism.
Of the six meant I am speaking
about, three, Lowder, King and Benson,
were disciples of Keble and Pusey, and were
devout lovers of the English religious
tradition. The other three, Dolling, Stanton
and Weston, were disciples in some respects
of Frederick Robertson, in others of Hurrell Froude, and were
painfully sensitive to the defects in the English religious
tradition. But they were all six passionate lovers of Him who
has continued to maintain life in the English tradition, our
Lord Jesus Christ, and of the sacred Scriptures which point to
Him.
We want both these strains in the Anglo-Catholic
Movement. At source they are one, and both are needed for
the proclamation of the full truth. ND

A Norfolk Detective Story

M

ost English churches were rebuilt
in the late Middle Ages. Here at
Bressingham, in Norfolk, you can
see the mark of an earlier roof against the east
face of the tower (1), so the tower must have
been built first, and therefore the building
campaign began at the west end. Money was
left towards building the tower (2) in a will
made in 1431, and over the W. doorway you
see the arms (3) of Sir John Pilkington, who
held the manor from 1436 to 1449.
Rebuilding the nave seems to have gone on
for many years – money was left towards the
north aisle in a will of 1480, whilst there were
gifts of lead towards roofing the church from
1505 to 1515. In 1517 they even had

1

2

collections in neighbouring villages to help
finish the roof. The splendid clerestory bears
an inscription dated 1527 as a ‘topping off ’
stone (4).
The parishioners turned their attention to
the interior; some wondrous Renaissance
bench ends survive (5), though sadly
defaced. For once it is Oliver Cromwell’s
men who rightly get the blame for
vandalism, carried out in 1644, when a
Captain Gilley from across the border in
Suffolk (naturally) gave orders to take down
glass and ‘superstitious pictures’, even going
as far as filing inscriptions of the saints off
the bells. ND

5

3

4
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Editorial
D

oes the Christian faith offer a clear
answer to the question, ‘Should the
United Kingdom remain a
member of the EU?’ Does AngloCatholicism? For those who want to
emphasise the Church of England’s
connectedness with Christian Europe and
(as a part, albeit separated, of the Latin
Church) with the patrimony and primacy of
the See of Rome, the answer might be
thought to be ‘yes’. Many of the founding
fathers of the old EEC were more-or-less
practising Roman Catholics; some were very
convinced adherents to the faith.
A romantic view of the Union might look
upon it as a descendant, many times
removed, of the Holy Roman Empire: a
means of carrying the faith of Europe down
through the generations; and a bulwark
against extremism on the one hand and
atheism on the other. Of course, such a view
of the EU of the twenty-first century would
be just that: a romantic one; in truth,
romantic nonsense. The (probably
inevitable) secularism of the institutions and
leadership of the EU is not in itself a reason
for leaving it; after all, UK governments, of
any political hue, can hardly be said to be
standard-bearers for Christian virtues, but
rather for the bland values (‘British values’)
of the liberal secular consensus. Those who
would leave the Union are liable to be as
guilty of spinning a romantic fantasy as those
who would remain, longing – as at least some
of them do – for a ‘Merrie England’ devoid
of all migrants and refugees, which never
was.
Is it, then, a merely technocratic question:
will the wheels of market capitalism turn
more smoothly with or without the link with
Brussels? An economic question augmented
by a little political science – a bit less
parliamentary democracy here, a little more
pooling of sovereignty there?
New Directions will not take sides: the
rather dull truth is that Christians (and
Anglo-Catholics) can agree to disagree on
this question. What we do hope for is a bit of
passion in the debate. Speaking at the
Mansion House recently, the Bishop of
London asked for a newly invigorated
account of the story of the English, neither
nationalistic nor nostalgic, to match (as he
saw it) the strong sense of their history and

identity freshly cultivated by the Scots,
Welsh, and Irish. It is undeniably the case
that for those campaigning to stay ‘in’, their
task will be made much harder without a
similarly robust and attractive account of
what the EU is for. It will come down to ‘the
vision thing.’
* * *
Cupcakes. Who would have thought that
this harmless, tasty confection could be so
controversial? Well, it was not the fault of the
cupcakes themselves that the leadership of
the Diocese of Leicester chose Ash
Wednesday to distribute them to passers-by
in Leicester city centre, as a reminder of ‘the
generosity of God’. New Directions has
sometimes been accused of late of lacking the
sharp satirical edge of its early years, when
the magazine was regularly criticized (by
those on the receiving end) for its ‘tone’. As
Cupcake-gate sadly proves, the problem is
not that New Directions has ceased to be an
organ of capable of satire, but that the
Church of England is so good at parodying
itself that there is no need for anyone else to
try. Some things are beyond parody: and
distributing sweet, sugary morsels on one of
two days which the Church of England’s
formularies, traditional and revised, denote
as a day of fasting and abstinence, is one of
them.
Preaching to the College of Bishops at St
Margaret’s, Westminster, in January, Canon
Chris Russell, who works with excluded and
challenging teenagers and young people in
Reading, and who is a member of the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s task group for
evangelism, said this: If the Church of
England loses a generation to the Christian
faith, it will not be because they have not
been entertained. A Church to whom it is
not obvious that you do not give out
cupcakes on Ash Wednesday does not
deserve the loyalty of this generation, never
mind the next. ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith on those Ash Wednesday cup-cakes

D

o you ever get the feeling that
the modern world is finding it
difficult to grow up? I’ve just
been sent a flyer by the Redemptorists
for their new publication called Pope
Francis Notebook. As far as I can tell, this
offering is basically a glorified colouring
book. Don’t take my word for it – here’s
what the blurb says: ‘This notebook
offers the opportunity to reflect on 100
of His Holiness’ most widely shared
quotes in a creative way. On every other
page is a thought-provoking passage with
an intricate frame for you to colour in
whilst you meditate. Relax, unleash your
inner creativity, clear your mind and let
the words of Pope Francis touch your
heart. A wonderful gift for adults and
teens.’ Quite how colouring like a small
child is capable of unleashing anyone’s
inner creativity is, frankly, beyond me.
But it turns out that this is merely
piggy-backing on a trend – a trend for
colouring books for adults. They’re all
over Amazon. Some look a bit newageish for my liking, some are aimed at
animal lovers or gardeners, or patrons of
particular department stores, or
devotees of particular films and
television programmes. There are
sweary ones and smutty ones,
mindfulness ones and calmness ones,
cake-baking ones and dream-catching
ones, ones for mums, ones for blokes,
flowers, sea creatures, and Christmas
without the important bit. I am faintly
appalled by the whole business, although
it must be said that my curate thinks
they’re aimed at stressed executives who
need help doodling whilst they take part
in high-powered teleconferences. I can’t
imagine how they can hold the
telephone under their chins all that time
in order to be able to keep changing their
felt-tips, but perhaps I’m missing
something.
Meanwhile, in Leicester, a kind of
ecclesiastical version of the colouring
book has been on offer. On Ash

Wednesday, whilst you and I were trying
to do what the Church does (which is to
say observe a day of fasting and
abstinence, however imperfectly) ‘clergy
and other staff from the Diocese of
Leicester gave away cake to commuters
at Leicester Train Station’. I know this
from the diocese’s own website, and I
regret the passing of ‘railway station’
almost as much as what comes next:
‘The cake was offered as a symbol of
God’s generosity with the aim being to
challenge the perception of Lent as a
time to give things up, and instead try to
embody God’s generous giving to the
people of Leicester.’
Sometimes I worry that readers of
this column must think I’m making it all
up, so let me quote on: ‘The cake was
wrapped in a printed napkin with [the]
words “Have Your Cake and Eat it! This
cake is a gift from John, the Bishop of
Leicester [although he is in fact the
Bishop of Brixworth], to mark the
beginning of Lent. Lent is traditionally a
time to give up yummy things, like
chocolate, so why is the church giving
away cake today of all days? This cake is
a symbol of the freedom, purpose and
fulfilment that Jesus came to give to you,
and like this cake it is a free gift for you
to accept. You can eat this cake to
celebrate and say thank you to God for
all the good things in your life, and
particularly for the gift of Jesus.”’
Where to begin? Whose bright idea
was that? Who, sitting in the diocesan
office, can conceivably have thought that
was a good idea? Have we so dumbeddown everything in modern life that we
have to have colouring books rather than
novels, or cake on Ash Wednesday
instead of ash? Isn’t the clue in the
name?
Many of us have, in the last couple of
years, been interested to see the reach of
the ‘Ashes to Go’ idea, and I recall seeing
the clergy of Christ the Saviour, Ealing,
on the cover of this very magazine last

year ashing commuters at their local
tube station. Indeed, one of the few
things the modern world ‘gets’ about
Christians is that we give things up for
Lent. Everybody now knows about
Ramadan too, when Muslims take
neither food nor water between sunrise
and sunset, and people have a kind of
folk memory of Lent as a season of
fasting before Easter; in a curious
inversion, they probably look on it as a
kind of religious equivalent of ‘dry
January’.
So at exactly the moment when the
world around us has arrived back at an
(albeit imperfect) understanding of
fasting, the diocese of Leicester has told
people that eating ‘yummy things’ on
Ash Wednesday as a symbol of freedom
in Christ is more important than boring
old fasting. Perhaps they are afraid that
it must look odd to the modern, secular
world, a tiny hang-over from Old
Testament times, when kings and
peoples rent their garments, and sat in
sack-cloth and ashes to show their
repentance before God. And perhaps
there has been a trivialisation of the idea
of ‘sin’, and a rejection of the positive
aspect of guilt. The result is an
assumption that only murderers and
investment bankers are sinful, and for
them only retribution will atone.
But our Lenten journey has
something different to teach us. The
ashes are not put on us in silence; the
priest says something profound to each
of us as it happens: ‘Remember you are
dust and to dust you shall return; repent
and believe in the Gospel’. I did waste a
few moments wondering what the text
would have been in Leicester.
‘Remember you are flour and to flour
you shall return’, perhaps. Or we could
grow up a bit, and continue on our
Lenten journey mindful of our
mortality, mindful of our propensity for
sin, and grateful for the forgiveness that
is freely offered when we repent. ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
PAINTING THE MODERN
GARDEN: MONET TO
MATISSE
Royal Academy until 20 April.
When the critics previewed the 2016
exhibitions calendar, this show was
derided. The reason? Impressionists and
gardens are bound to be a winner with
Middle England, the audience the
metropolitan arts journalist is required
to despise. When the show opened it
became a huge success, and the critics
tripped over themselves to admire the
Modernism of its artists and bravely
defended a hundred years old paintings
against nobody in particular. Indeed, on
a limited review of the reviewers the
most critical comments about the show
seem to be about the lack of recognition
given to nineteenth-century British
gardeners, and maybe the show reflects
a certain chauvinism in the potting
sheds. It would not be surprising in the
cher ennemi.
What is certainly surprising is just
how many pictures of flowers and
gardens were painted between 1880 and
1920. The Academy has brought
together hundreds of pictures by
painters, many of whom have previously
been left in well-justified obscurity.
Halfway through the show it is hard not
to be stifled by the gorgeous colours of
non-native blooms, the endless gravel
pathways bathed in sunlight, and the
fine old trees which give welcome shade.
In real life these gardens must have been
very beautiful. But in close order on the
walls of the Academy they tempt the
viewer to yearn for Picasso and a spot of
Cubism. There are no works by Picasso
here, but a few by Matisse and
Kandinsky, Klimt and Van Gogh. They
are not major works, though Van Gogh’s
are worth a good look. On this showing
gardens did not play a major role in
Modernism.
The joke is the number of fierce
Modern Artists who clearly enjoyed a
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spot of weeding. And, best of all, there’s
a photograph of Klimt in his ground
length smock, not fixing us with his
usual sex-mad eyes, but gazing at his
herbaceous borders. Of course, it makes
sense of the flowers in Klimt’s paintings.
The greatest gardener-artist is
Monet. From his early suburban garden
at Argenteuil to the great garden he
created at Giverny, Monet was a garden
obsessive. There is even a quotation
painted on the exhibition walls from
some journalist who said Monet was
more interested in gardening than
æsthetics. It doesn’t seem to have done
him any harm on the evidence at the
Academy.
The exhibition shows garden
paintings from throughout Monet’s
career, including the Hermitage’s 1867
‘Lady in the garden’ and the 1873 ‘Artist’s
Garden in Argenteuil.’ This has a
naughty painting next to it by Renoir,
which shows Monet painting his garden
at Argenteuil, and making it clear how
much of the local housing Monet forgot
to include in his work, along with the
suggestion that the great bank of flowers
in the Monet might even have been next
door’s. Perhaps great landscape painters
are closer in heart to estate agents than
æsthetes.
The heart of Monet’s garden
paintings are the pictures he made at
Giverny, obsessively capturing time and
season and weather and plant life. The
most heartfelt of these pictures are those
which, despite their observation of

nature, show Monet’s response to the
Great War. At the height of the war it is
willows painted in garish colour and
thick paint which express the painter’s
anguish and concern about battles
raging just a few miles from his home. At
the end of the war, rather than continue
with that anguish, Monet painted to
reassert the order, balance, and beauty of
La Belle France. This is one of the points
that separate him from the Modernist
sensibility which has so rarely offered
solace or believed in the underlying
harmony of the natural world and the
blessings of civilisation.
Monet did just that through two great
panoramas of lilies. One was given to the
French people and is view at L’Orangerie;
and the other is a now-divided triptych
of canvasses held by American galleries
who have generously allowed them to be
reunited in London. These paintings are
the summary of Monet’s art. At one level
they are typical of his japonisme in their
multiple vanishing points and the way
they read from right to left as with an
oriental scroll (which makes it essential
to see them together). They are a
harmonious blend of colour, a brilliant
balancing act of highlights and foci. The
peace and delight that Monet wished to
give his fellow men and women is
realised in an assertion of gardening and
the joy of paint.
It is odd to leave this show and not be
given the chance to join the National
Trust.
Owen Higgs

books
CULLODEN:
Scotland’s Last Battle and the
Forging of the British Empire
Trevor Royle
Lile Brown, 409pp.
ISBN 978-704011 £17
Last Spring I spent a happy week in the
Scottish Highlands, based in Inverness.
It was fifty years since my last visit, as an
adolescent, with my parents. My most
vivid memory of that holiday was
walking over Drummrossie Moor, the
site of the Battle of Culloden. It was a
summer’s evening of fading light,
gloaming, and we were alone on the
Moor. It was wistful, romantic, moving;
not least the stone cairns that marked
the graves of the fallen clansmen.
Last year’s anniversary visit was on a
bright, blustery spring morning. We
were among many visitors, although the
site was not overcrowded. The field was
unaltered. The cairns remained
evocative. There was a new and
impressive Visitors’ Centre. As well as a
good shop and restaurant, there were
excellent explanatory displays, and
several artefacts recovered from the
field. In one large and empty room we
stood surrounded by projections of a

vivid reconstruction of the Highlanders’
charge and the Army’s musket barrage.
It reminded me vividly of Peter Watkin’s
marvellous documentary film for the
BBC from 1964 (which can be found on
YouTube). That, in turn, was based on
John Prebble’s book on the battle and its
aftermath of the Highland clearances:

one of the best history books I have read.
Trevor Royle, with a fine track record
as a military historian, retells the tale
well, as might be expected, and is lucid
and compelling when describing the
clash of arms in the battle. He places this
one battle not merely within a Scottish,
or United Kingdom context, but within
a much wider European and Imperial
perspective. His argument is persuasive.
He does this without losing sight of
individuals. There are several nicely
etched character sketches. Both of the
principal protagonists, of course, are
central. Prince Charles Edward Stuart
(Bonnie Prince Charlie) and William,
Duke of Cumberland are fairly assessed.
The Bonnie Prince was as hopeless
and useless as most, if not all, of the
Stuarts. Handsome in his youth but not
especially bright, he exhibited the
characteristic family traits of stupidity
and stubbornness. Jacobites rallied to
their cause despite the particular
qualities of their leader. He chose to
ignore the advice of Lord George
Murray, by far his best general. He
carried that unpleasantness and spite
beyond his defeat when he consistently
refused to receive Lord George during
their respective exiles.
Cumberland emerges in a rather
better light, not merely militarily, than
his soubriquet ‘Butcher’ might suggest.
He was more intelligent, and a much
better tactician and strategist than
Charles Edward. He could also take
advice and act with cool calculation.
Although he may have been strict by the
severe, even cruel, standards of the time,
he was able to inspire – as much by force
of character as fear of brutal punishment
for minor infractions of discipline – a
motley cosmopolitan and partly
mercenary force.
The battle was brief and bloody, but
the aftermath was more protracted and
bloodier. The Highland Clearances
markedly scarred the collective memory
and still seem to wound. But there were
complexities, varied motives, and
shifting alliances – as much pragmatism
as principle before, during, and after the
’45. These are explored in Trevor Royle’s
fine book. If this book does not replace
John Prebble’s earlier masterpiece in my
affections and high regard, this new look
at Culloden is to be welcomed, is a

worthwhile and worthy exercise, and
can be enthusiastically recommended.
With a penchant for lost causes and
impossible dreams, Anglo-Catholicism
has always evidenced a stream of
Jacobitism and a fondness for the
Stuarts, the lost Catholic kings over the
water. The annual commemoration of
the execution of Charles I, the Martyr
King, was held at Hampton Court on 30
January. He gained a greater nobility in
his death than he was able to maintain
in his political travails. Despite their
hopelessness and general uselessness, the
Stuarts are still more attractive than the
adamantine self-righteousness of
Cromwell, or the nationalistic
totalitarianism of the current exponents
of Scottish independence. There is
something deep within us that responds
to the legitimacy of blood rather than of
power.
Wiiam Davage

RESILIENT:
Your Invitation to a Jesus-Shaped
Life
Sheridan Voysey
Discovery House
ISBN 978 1627073561 £10
I was reluctant to open this book.
Sheridan Voysey read the Sermon on the
Mount every day for months and found
that it took over his life, shaping his
attitudes and teaching him things he had
never known about Christ. The book
contains about 90 reflections on
different verses of this famous Sermon.
My problem was that I have generally
found such reflections to be banal,
moralistic, and uninspiring. Voysey’s
book is none of those things. He has
engaged with Christ as he really is: not a
soppy, sentimental Christ; not even a
fiercely revolutionary Christ; but a
Christ who is, by turns, warm,
encouraging, challenging, forgiving,
demanding, and loving.
Voysey uses real-life experience to
demonstrate the power of Jesus’s words:
a conversation between a Hutu man
forgiven by a Tutsi woman whose son he
had killed; the litigious society in which
we live that will not accept a simple ‘yes’
or ‘no’; and the discovery that law serves
to protect us, not to imprison us.
Throughout is that genuine love of
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Scripture which made me want to
return to the Gospel myself, and seek the
same kind of life-changing experience
that Voysey has had.
It’s not rocket science. You don’t have
to be very clever. What you need is time
and a desire for God. A retreat is a good
time to discover Scripture in this way.
Individually-directed retreats are
centred on Scripture, and invite us to
spend time letting its words sink deeply
into us. The daily Offices are mainly
Scripture; but do we give time to them,
encasing them in silence so that we can
reflect on and digest them? Or do we
rush through them with our eyes on the
clock, and our mind on the next thing
waiting to be done? We know that our
love for God is weak, and our knowledge
of Christ is small; yet is it not because we
don’t do the simple thing we do with the
people we love: just spend time with
them?
Nicolas Stebbing CR

THE PSALMS: PRAYERS FOR
TODAY’S CHURCH
A course in five sessions
Stephen Core
York Courses, 24 pp, pbk with a CD
ISBN 978-1909107106 £15.40
Since the reform of the Church of
England’s liturgy, its worshippers are less
familiar with the Psalms. What we have
gained from more frequent masses is
greater than what we have lost in regular
attendance at Mattins and Evensong;
but it is a loss all the same. This course,
written by Bishop Stephen Cottrell,
gives the reader and, I would expect, the
person who hears it delivered, a way
back into the texts.
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The course is divided into five
sessions, prefaced by a page of
‘suggestions for group leaders’ that are as
interesting as the sessions themselves.
The fourth suggestion begins ‘take the
group into your confidence...,’ and
following its advice should prevent the
leader trying to dominate the group.
Each session is focussed on a particular
psalm, to which there is an introduction.
The text is then printed, and some
further reflections added. In the margins
there are quotations from sources as
different as Jean-Jacques Rousseau and
Joyce Meyer, and the session ends with
some ‘questions for groups’ that should
provoke both thought and soulsearching.

approaches the texts in the knowledge
that Christ ‘died with the words of the
Psalms on his lips and in his heart’.
The CD that accompanies the course
is more difficult to summarise than the
booklet. Timothy Radcliffe OP’s
contributions are wise and often funny;
and Rose Hudson-Wilkin’s remarks
about the link between the fear of God
and secular ideas about ‘respect’, in a
discussion about Psalm 130, is well
worth listening to.
If you think you are missing
something in your life with God, it
might be that the Psalms are what you
need. There’s no need to wait until next
Lent to use this course; but if you do, it
will be an excusable treat.
Tom Carpenter

Vicar
St Michael & All Angels with
St James, Croydon
The Patrons wish to appoint a priest
to this busy multi-cultural town
centre parish of 8,300.

It is crazy that it should be this
generation that misses out on the
Psalms, because, as Bishop Cottrell
reminds us, ‘they give voice to my own
deepest feelings and aspirations before
God. Even more than this, they give me
words and phrases that express feelings
and aspirations that might otherwise
remain unexpressed.’ What people want
nowadays – young people especially, I
think – is the chance to express their
emotions, and for these expressions to be
received as a gift and taken seriously.
Too often in church we either ignore the
emotions, or indulge them. The Psalms
help us to avoid both mistakes since they
‘express’ but also ‘expand every possible
sentiment and desire about life lived in
community with God.’
As well as having them taken
seriously, people also want their
emotions to be satisfied, and the Psalms
point to the only source for that
satisfaction: Jesus. What prevents this
course from encouraging pointless
whingeing or smugness is that it

A resolution has been passed under
the House of Bishops’ declaration on
the ministry of Bishops and Priests;
the parish has a strong tradition of
catholic worship and music. The
successful candidate will be able to
demonstrate well developed qualities
of energy and leadership and have
the imagination, confidence and
inter-personal skills needed to meet
the demands of the role, which
requires an individual who will thrive
on the challenges of urban ministry.
A parish profile and application
form are available from:
The Archdeacons’ PA, St Matthews
House, 100, Great George Street,
Croydon CR0 1PJ.

Tel: 0208 256 9633.
Email:
susan.wheeler@southwark.anglican.org

Applications should be sent to:
stmichaelspatrons@btinternet.com
An enhanced DBS check is required
for this post
Closing date: 18th March 2016
Parish Visit:
22nd April 2016
Interview date: 29th April 2016

SONG THAT BLESSES EARTH
Hymn texts, carols, and poems
omas H. Troeger
Oxford University Press, 109pp, pbk
ISBN 9780193405493 £15.50
The arrival of this latest small collection
from one of our finest English-language
hymnwriters prompts some reflections
on the state of hymns today.
But first, this poet-professor from
Yale sees language and theology,
including his own, as evolving; to which

we may want to say ‘Yes, but....’ He still
sings the old classics, and his own are full
of God and of Christ; even ‘Lord’ which
many Americans have abandoned. But
he himself seems to have evolved beyond
singing the name of Jesus and the title of
‘Father’. We do not sense much of the
faith once delivered to the saints.
In the UK, only Bishop Timothy
Dudley-Smith (in his ninetieth year)
matches Troeger’s grasp of rhyme, stress,
metre and sound; and while their styles
differ widely (Dudley-Smith is more
congregation-friendly) they have much
else in common. Their well-quarried
themes of creation and Christmas still
provide countless opportunities.
Each delightful new carol has its
gentle surprises: ‘Why do angels come
by night?’; ‘When Mary’s baby cried’.
The Mother of our Lord receives more
loving attention than in most Protestant
books. Unlike some better-known
British names, Troeger ‘does church’

Curiouser and Curiouser
In this edition of New Directions we had hoped to bring you our
assessment of Bloomsbury’s much-publicised forthcoming book That
Was The Church That Was: How the Church of England Lost the English
People, by Andrew Brown and Linda Woodhead. However, the advance
copies have since been recalled by the publishers ‘following the receipt
of a legal complaint’. Until a new version of the book is printed, readers
may wish to refer to Damian Thompson’s view of the matter on page 14
of The Spectator on 6 February, also available online.
with several confident anniversary
hymns, written for named congregations
but often more widely usable. The local
church is an expression of the universal
body, rich in history, open to the world
but anchored in eternity. Sadly, those of
the ‘Adam lay ybounden’ and ‘Willie
take your little drum’ school of carol
services are unlikely to let us sing any
Dudley-Smith or Troeger.
Troeger has updated his thoughts on
criteria for hymn texts, and the value of
hymn-books over the doubtful blessings
of pewsheets or screens. Most catholic
Anglicans seem broadly content with
the 1986 New English Hymnal; some
lukewarm reviews gave way to an
outstanding publishing success, probably
exceeding even the hopes of its main
editor, George Timms. Thirty years is
now a long life for a hymnal, though it is
hard to see it lasting as long as the 1906
parent book. Its editorial team, led

firmly from the front, set its face against
any hint of trendiness except for a single
nod towards Sydney Carter. Even the
typography is strictly traditional.
Archdeacon Timms was himself a
hymnwriter; but where are his lineal
successors? In conferences and
publications of the Hymn Society one
meets many evangelical and ’middling’
Anglicans, Methodists and URC
members, with sprinklings of Baptists,
Roman Catholics, and Salvationists. But
spotting a genuine High Churchman is
rare. Occasional hymns surface from
this constituency; is it perhaps time for
Francis Gardom to remove the bushel
from his light by publishing his own
collection? These hymns too are
faithfully conceived and skilfully
constructed: is there yet life beyond
Lewisham?
Christopher Idle

The Society of Mary
The May Devotion and Annual General Meeting
at the Churches of
S.Silas the Martyr, Kentish Town and The Most Holy Trinity, LONDON
on Saturday 7th May 2016 at 12 noon
S. Silas the Martyr, St Silas Place (off Prince of Wales Road) Kentish Town
Solemn Pontifical Concelebrated Mass,
followed by Procession of Our Lady
through the streets
to the Church of the Most Holy Trinity,
Hartland Road, NW1
Principal Celebrant: The Rt Revd Robert
Ladds, Superior General of the Society
(All priest members of the Society who wish to
concelebrate should inform Fr Rowlands of their
intention by Tuesday 3 May and bring an alb etc
with them)

1.30pm Lunch in Holy Trinity Church Hall
(Minimum Donation £10
TO BE GIVEN ON THE DAY)
3.30pm Annual General Meeting of the
Society in Holy Trinity Church

followed by:
4.00pm Solemn Vespers, Sermon and
Pontifical Benediction
Preacher:The Revd Philip Barnes, Interim
Administrator, The Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham
(Priest members of the Society are invited to sit in
choir, please inform Fr Rowlands of their
intention)

To reach S.Silas: Underground to Chalk
Farm on Northern Line or Buses 24, 46 or
393 to Malden Rd,
To reach Holy Trinity: Underground to
Chalk Farm or by Bus 46 to Hawley Rd, or
buses 24, 27,31 or 168 to Camden Market.
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Book of the month
THE PAUL DEBATE: CRITICAL QUESTIONS
FOR UNDERSTANDING THE APOSTLE
N. T. Wright
SPCK, 120pp, pbk
ISBN 978 0281074112 £14.99
‘If you want to understand Paul, you must first love him,’ says
Bishop Lindsay Urwin OGS. He is quite right – and most of
us will probably admit that we find it hard to love St Paul. We
remember his anger with the Galatians; his shrill arguing with
the Corinthians; his unacceptable attitudes (as they seem) to
women. We are impressed by his energy, his devotion, his
willingness to suffer for Christ; maybe even his terrific
theological thinking. He is probably still the greatest
theologian the church has ever had. But do we love him? Dig
a bit more deeply into his epistles and I think you will find he
really is an easy person to love.
The really important point about Paul was that he was
passionately in love with God. He was simply overwhelmed
by the astonishing grace that God had poured on the world
through Jesus the Messiah. Paul was driven by the Holy Spirit
to try and understand what this was all about and to tell others
about it. And for him it was not just the conviction that Jesus
was the Son of God that overwhelmed him (if one can use the
word ‘just’ about such an astonishing belief ), but that
‘everything that mattered about Jesus was explosively revealed
in the combination of his death and resurrection’ (p.30). That’s
the part we so often forget. We treat the Resurrection as if it
were simply an add-on, a postscript to assure us that there will
be life after death. For Paul it meant that Jesus – who had died
an appalling, humiliating slave’s death on the Cross – had
actually turned everything upside down and inside out, and
created a completely new order which was operating now. And
he, the persecuting Saul, had been so incredibly blessed that
he had become the servant of this Jesus, telling the message to
the world.
This little book that N. T. Wright has given us does not deal
with all of Paul. He has done that already in Paul and the
Faithfulness of God, and many other publications. In The Paul
Debate, Wright responds to some questions raised in response
to that recent book. A critical part of this is Paul’s relationship
with his Jewish faith: did he already expect a Messiah like the
one who came? Was the apocalyptic element in his Christian
faith something he learned from Judaism? Wright deals clearly
and persuasively with these questions. Again, it is the
Resurrection that is a key part of this. Early Christians did not
find the Resurrection in the Old Testament and apply it to
Jesus; they found Jesus risen and looked in Scripture for an
explanation. Or, as Wright puts it more fully: Paul’s ‘theological
pilgrimage came about because of the explosive effect of
meeting the crucified and risen Jesus on the heart, mind and
life of one believing the sort of things he had believed before
and living in the way he had lived before’ (p.100).
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If one word sums up Paul, it might be ‘gratitude’. Almost
every epistle begins with Paul giving thanks. Throughout his
writing there is an overwhelming gratitude towards God, to
Jesus, and even to his fellow Christians who often behave so
stupidly. It is hard not to love someone in whom gratitude lives
so strongly.
Paul is sometimes seen as a Protestant theologian because
the issues of Justification and other Reformation controversies
are drawn out of his writing. Yet Paul is also the source of good
Catholic ecclesiology and a starting point for that might be
Wright’s observation that the idea that Jesus was part of the
one God was one factor that held together and identified the
disparate Christian groups. Paul is also the first Christian
theologian to write about the sacraments; it is his account of
the Last Supper, after all, which stands at the heart of every
mass. Paul is the foundation of all Catholic theology. Maybe
the readers of New Directions should get to know him better;
and any of Tom Wright’s books about him would be a good
way of doing that. ND
Nicolas Stebbing CR

Secular
Liturgies

A

Tom Sutcliffe on sex and gender

ll actresses are of course also
actors. But only some actors
(namely women) are actresses.
Readers may not have noticed that
obituaries of actresses in The Guardian
have for some time scrupulously avoided
using the word ‘actress’, even though the
word dates back to the 17th century. The
Daily Telegraph still uses the full verbal
range, and the Oscars do not yet include
awards for ‘women actors’. Female forms
are part of the English language, though
the Church does not admit to priestesses
– indeed the word itself is almost a
clinching argument.
It is sad that what makes a woman
has become so controversial. Gender
issues are still rising up the agenda.
Germaine Greer has offended male-tofemale ‘trans’ people by stating that
however much they submit to the knife
and take medication they will still not
quite be women. But Southwark
Playhouse – keeping up with the Globe’s
new management – is offering Cyrano de
Bergerac with Kathryn Hunter in the
lead role. Ms Hunter is a wonderful
actress whose work I have been totally
gripped by. But I am not sure I can face
an all-female production of Rostand’s
enjoyable affecting play, any more than
I could tolerate all-female Macbeths.
In my youth I played Titania, Lady
Macduff, and Hermione in all-male
school productions. I share with my wife
the fact that we both played Malvolio
(she was in Australia at the time and our
stars had not crossed). Boys when young
are very capable of performing female
roles. As Hermione I looked rather like
my mother’s mother at her wedding in
1909. I have not seen photos of
Meredith as Malvolio, but she went to
an all-girls school (called Cheltenham in
the Sydney suburb of Epping, which was
a state school and nothing to do with the
Ladies’ College where my mum and
grandmother had been).
Cyrano was famous for having a huge
ugly conk in the middle of his face, and
a false nose is a useful tool for an actor.
But can we treat a woman’s less than
perfect physiognomy the way we do a
man’s? Men do not, as a rule, compete
for
handsomeness.
But
men

transitioning into being women do often
seem like stunning models – if that is
your sort of thing (I’m not talking about
‘drag’ here). It is all very puzzling. In the
theatre the issue is truth even more than
reality. Good actors enable you both to
believe things about the characters and
situations they are representing, and to
sympathise with them in an ‘as if ’ way
that is capable of being all the more true
and meaningful despite the fact that
everything is in a sense ‘made up’. Opera
sticks to the almost straight and narrow,
because it is based on the singing voice
which represents a gold standard in
gender areas – though opera history
includes the extraordinary baroque
phenomenon of the castrato star, a
eunuch singing in the most heroic roles.
Escaped Alone, Caryl Churchill’s latest
play at the Royal Court Theatre,
includes a somewhat Mrs Mop-ish
figure (Mrs Jarrett played by Linda
Bassett) who spots through a garden gate
a trio of friends – women in the autumn
of their years, sitting chatting
inconsequentially in a summer garden,
where she joins them. The play lasts 50
minutes. Interleaved scenes have Mrs
Jarrett (in front of the garden fence
within a crackling red laser box) deliver
slices of Job-like almost Book-ofRevelation ominousness about the end
of the world in a still suburbanly matterof-fact tone: total contrast to the other
women’s chat; voice of doom. One gets
the point. But so what? Churchill likes
scribbling in the sky. A popular old song
joined in by all four women was greeted
as applause-winning relief. Familiar land
at last. Thank God.
In Stuttgart watching Richard
Strauss’s amazing Salome (with Oscar
Wilde’s provocative French text) in an
updated-to-now production by Russian
film-director Kirill Serebrennikov, I
started out doubtful. Narraboth
swivelled round on his computer chair
away from a desk and a huge screen to
deliver his opening ‘How beautiful
Princess Salome looks tonight’, and he
was middle-aged (usually they are young
and tragic in this role). Not another rerun of clichés with an Armani-suited
security corps, I thought. But you never

can tell. Stuttgart’s production turned
out to be the most gripping I have ever
seen – with some very unusual touches.
This is the Bible: John the Baptist in
prison, and then his head on a silver
salver. Before the music started I noticed
that the cast included Jochanaans
Stimme as well as Jochanaans Körper,
with Iain Paterson (brilliant Scottish
bass-baritone familiar from English
National Opera over the last 20 years,
where he is leading the battle of survival)
as the prophet’s voice, and Yasin El
Harrouk as the body. I wondered if we
were going to see Mr Paterson at all, and
how it would all work.
Serebrennikov’s set was a lofty hall
space with big couches in front of the
screen at the back and on the left a kind
of reinforced glass partition above which
sat a room with a large double bed in it.
In the middle of the stage there seemed
to be a below-stage enclosure of some
sort: a normal space for this shortish
one-act opera. But a production is less
how it looks than what it means, and
how the performers in their roles create
a sense of the life (and death) there. The
page who is a friend of Narraboth was a
beautiful mezzo in an Armani trouser
suit. Strauss liked women in trouser
roles. Everything was falling into place.
The court of Herod updated to today
was shown as if he and Herodias were
oligarchs with no scruples – except that
he was interested in ideas, hence the five
Jews as dinner guests all in smart clothes
but not rivalling the fabulous tailored
suit that Matthias Klink’s brilliantly
acted and sung Herod was wearing.
What a tailor! But Claudia Mahnke’s
equally superb and powerfully
performed Herodias was easily able to
carry the extraordinary couture dresses
into which she changed as the opera
wore on; and of course we clearly saw
why Jochanaan preached against her
morals, since she seemed to need two
muscled toyboys for quick satisfaction
upstairs in the bedroom (the curtain did
get pulled) on more than one occasion.
Serebrennikov made everything
seem completely normal. The oligarchs,
of course, needed protecting as much as

continued on page 31
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That Time Of Year Again
William Davage attends the latest meeting of the General Synod
Bureaucratic Succession
Anglo-Catholics have had an ambivalent relationship with the
General Synod. John Henry Newman thought that the Oxford
Movement began with the Assize Sermon of John Keble, in
which Keble argued that the Church as a divine society could not
be subject to the secular law: that the Church must have control
of its own affairs. The Gorham Judgement in 1851 and the fallout
of the Public Worship Regulation Act of 1874 – where the secular
courts purported to define the doctrine of the Church and
regulate its rites and ceremonies – were milestones in that
underlying conflict. Another was the rejection by the House of
Commons of the proposed 1928 Prayer Book. Against that
background the revival of the Church Assembly and the
inauguration of the General Synod could have been seen as the
answer to Anglo-Catholic prayers. However, once a legislative
assembly was in existence, it acquired the inconvenient habit of
developing a bureaucratic administrative structure that
overwhelms the Church’s polity and a quasi-democratic
legislature that has accrued powers over doctrine and practice
which have seen it move from a body that proffers advice to the
Bishops to one that, some believe, has power over the successors
of the Apostles. Too often the bishops appear to be afraid to
exercise their own legitimate power,
A mixture of
and to be in thrall to the more inflated
claims made for the Synod.

badly with two mis-timed and poorly delivered jokes eliciting
only dutiful titters. He further undermined the seriousness of his
report by complaining about the press coverage and its
unwarranted spin. He would have been better advised to give his
version (his own spin) without that preliminary. Nor do I ever
find the defence ‘unity in diversity’ convincing. The formula
masks irreconcilable difference; an institution that cannot speak
with one voice, and which lacks any moral, political or persuasive
authority. But then I have never understood the attraction of the
Anglican Communion: an expensive talking shop. His section
about the loan of a part of the crozier given by St Gregory the
Great to St Augustine was placed in the context of ‘according to
the Roman tradition’: an ill-judged aside. His characterisation of
post Reformation history, order, and doctrine, raised more
questions than it provided explanations of the outcome of the
meeting.

Revenge of the Scots
The Columba Declaration with the Church of Scotland seems to
have taken everyone by surprise, not least the Scottish Episcopal
Church (SEC). It may be a shadow of its former self (rather like
the Church of England, based on its most recent attendance
statistics) but it seems to have been
discourtesy,
stitched-up like a capon – at least that
was the perception given by the initial
ignorance, forgetfulness, tunnelpress reports.
vision, and inept bureaucracy
However, we were told yet again that
Maintenance of the Faith
early and inaccurate reporting had
The present Synod, inaugurated last
November, met in February. It was the first opportunity to see in resulted in ‘misunderstandings’. So numerous were the apologies
operation the new Elizabethan Settlement over women in the to the SEC, and so painstaking the narrative, that an impartial
episcopate. Had peace broken out? Not entirely. The preliminary observer might suspect that the press had not been far wrong.
discussion on the simplification exercise, introduced by the There was a palpable sense of scrabbling to cover or explain away
Bishop of Willesden, was politely savaged by several members a mixture of discourtesy, ignorance, forgetfulness, tunnel-vision,
with ‘shots across the bows’. Bishop ‘Pete’ discarded his faded and inept bureaucracy (so much for a ‘sister church of the
denim jacket to introduce the Report. The sartorial cliché Anglican Communion’).
The SEC was smothered in honeyed words of apology and
ditched, he employed instead a number of others from the
lexicon: ‘reverse decline … renew the Church … grassroots assurance. Yet the original motion to welcome the Declaration
mission and ministry … fit for purpose … subsidiarity … diversity and Columba Agreement had to be amended (proposed by the
… flexibility’, all in the name of simplification. He showed support Bishop of Truro) to add a clause recognising the ‘valued
for parish priests by advocating redundancy provisions because relationship with the SEC … [and] request the Council for
‘we cannot allow priests a meal ticket for life.’ He also proposed Christian Unity to ensure that the SEC is invited to appoint a
another assault on private patronage by abolishing the provision representative to attend meetings of the Contact Group’. A
where a vacancy lapses to the metropolitan if the patron fails to wrecking amendment (the revenge of the Piskies) was ably moved
present within nine months. More power to the diocesan bishop, by Mark Russell of the Church Army, and trenchantly supported
and an unwarranted abdication of the archbishop’s by Andrew Foreshew-Cain in the best speech I heard over two
responsibilities, which are important if the parish and bishop days. He ‘outed’ himself as a ‘proud Episcopalian’ and, although
disagree. When Fr Paul Benfield (following two contributions he attributed the mess to ‘cock-up rather than conspiracy’,
from members of the Church Pastoral Aid Society) signalled commented on the rudeness and discourtesy meted out to the
opposition from the Society for the Maintenance of the Faith, SEC, and argued that it was disingenuous to say it was merely one
Bishop ‘Pete’ struck his forehead in mock horror. Simplicity may State Church talking to another. His speech gained the loudest
and most sustained applause but did not prevail. The Chairman
not be as simple as the powers that be would wish.
declared the amendment ‘clearly’ lost. From my seat the vote
looked close enough to warrant a ballot. The motion as amended
E pluribus unum?
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Presidential Address reported was passed by 243 to 50 with 49 abstentions. ND
The Revd William Davage is a former Priest Librarian
on the Primates’ gathering earlier in the year. Unprepossessing in
of Pusey House.
appearance, he speaks fluently, scripted and ad-lib. He began
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Therefore let us keep the Feast
Our chef looks forward…

E

aster Day is on the horizon and a
feast must be planned and
prepared. Last year’s Lamb and
Chocolate Hotpot was not an unqualified
success, so I thought that this year I’d
revert to serving the two compulsory
Easter Day ingredients in different
courses. Obviously, you’ll be spending
most of your waking hours in Church
during Holy Week, so opportunities for
getting ahead with the menu are limited.
Simplicity should rule the day, along with
a touch of alacrity, as you won’t want to be
late for Evensong, or Vespers, or Maria
Consolata, or Benediction, or the Antiques
Road Show.
First, though, the music to accompany
your mise en place: you will already have
listened to a Bach Passion, a Stabat Mater,
or some such on Good Friday, while you
were eating your fish and chips. (I always
try to listen to the Pusey House recording
of the Palestrina Good Friday Reproaches. I
forget why.) But Holy Saturday is a
challenge. Usually, I cheat by playing A
Capella Portuguesa’s CD Music for Holy
Week at the Chapel of the Dukes of Braganza,
c.1736. Even though it includes music for
earlier in the week, I always find that it
gets me in the mood for Sunday’s pudding:
Chocolate and Lime Thing.
Start by breaking a bar of really good
chocolate, high in cocoa solids, into your
blender. Bring half a pint of single cream
almost to the boil in a small pan, and then
pour it onto the chocolate. For preference,
put the lid on the machine and then give it
a good zap. Add one very fresh egg and a
tiny pinch of sea salt, and blend again. A
few drops of vanilla essence would be a
nice addition if you had any to hand.
Decant the resulting delicious sludge into
suitable small pots and whack into the

coldest part of the fridge as soon as you
can. Next, combine in a pan about threequarters of a pint of double cream, four
ounces of caster sugar, and the juice and
grated zest of two limes. Bring to the boil,
stirring all the while, and then keep it at a
brisk simmer for exactly five minutes. Take

off the heat and leave to infuse for about
half an hour, and then decant into a jug
through a fine sieve. Once your pots of
chocolate have set properly, pour the lime
cream onto the chocolate and return to
the fridge. Remove them only when it is
time to eat them.
Off to the Easter Vigil next, and then
home to a glass of something agreeable, no
more than half an Easter Egg, and a quick
listen to the Et resurrexit from Bach’s B
minor Mass, played as loudly as your
equipment and neighbours will allow.
Come Easter Day itself, try some
Roman Lamb (patrimony, and all that).
Allow about half a pound of young lamb
per person – shoulder or leg, the younger
the better – trimmed and diced into twoinch cubes. Heat a little olive oil in a cast
iron pan and brown the lamb all over,
before adding a few chopped sage and
rosemary leaves, a clove or two of chopped
garlic, salt, and black pepper. Dust the
contents of the pan with a dessert spoon
or so of sieved flour and turn the lamb
pieces, which will now turn a darker shade
of brown. Add a quarter of a pint of white

wine vinegar and boil rapidly for half a
minute, before adding the same amount of
water. Bring to a slow simmer, cover and
cook very gently for about an hour,
checking from time to time that it is not
drying out. If necessary, add a tablespoon
or two more water.
When the lamb is tender, add about
four very finely chopped anchovy fillets to
the small amount of juice which remains,
and baste the lamb for a few moments
before serving with, perhaps, some plainlycooked Jersey Royals and some Broad
Beans with Ham: pod your beans, blanch
them for a moment or two and then slip
them out of their greyish outer skins.
Return them to a pan with a diced
quarter-inch thick slice of Serrano Ham,
some chopped garlic and parsley, a small
glass of white wine, and a generous slug of
olive oil. Cook at a decent simmer until the
wine has evaporated and the oil bathes the
beans in a shiny sauce.

For a first course, perhaps try some
King Prawns in a Spiced Honey Sauce.
Melt a very generous knob or two of
unsalted butter in a pan, and then soften
a finely chopped banana shallot for a
minute or two. Next, add a tablespoon
each of grated garlic and ginger. Stir, and
then add a tablespoon of soy sauce, a little
finely chopped red chilli, and a whole lot
of runny honey – getting on for half a pint
for four people. Meanwhile, quickly fry in
olive oil four or five peeled king prawns per
person and then add to the sauce. Serve
the result with good bread, with which to
mop up.
Sit down to the strains of Mozart’s
Regina Cæli, K.108 – if possible in the
Christopher Hogwood recording with the
delicious Dame Emma Kirkby. Don’t
forget the cheese before pudding: St
Nectaire if you possibly can. ND
‘Audubon’
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touching place

ST LAURENCE, COMBE, OXON

A

round 1395, the monks of Eynsham Abbey had the church at
Combe rebuilt. Previously down by the Evenlode, now it is up on
a hill, nearly all Perpendicular – a bit like East Anglia. Inside, and
the wide unaisled nave is indeed reminiscent of 15th-century Norfolk.
Perhaps the most remarkable furnishing is the stone pulpit in the north nave
wall, almost organic in the way that it grows from the wall.
Like the crocketed sedilia in the chancel, the image niche to the right of
the chancel arch – which formerly accompanied the Lady altar – looks
earlier: was this a venerated image transplanted from the earlier church?
Raise your eyes to the tracery of the East window for the surviving 15thcentury stained glass; spot the angels standing on wheels and wonder no
longer where Comper found his ideas.

Combe has a range of wall-paintings covering
more than one epoch. The latest are 17th century.
Moses, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the
Decalogue appear in the nave; but the most striking
is the large 15th-century Doom above the chancel
arch. On your way out, look again at the painted
Crucifixion to the left of the chancel arch. A river of blood
pours from the wound in His side, whilst it runs from the
wounded hands down Christ’s arms, and drips from His head
where it is pierced by the Crown of Thorns. Today it is
sometimes said that five hundred years ago Christians
concentrated on the Passion at the expense of the Resurrection.
It is fairer to say that they took Our Lord’s Passion and what
was involved in our Redemption very seriously.
Reflect on the medieval prayer Adoro te, Domine Jesu
Christe, in Cruce pendentem, quoted by Eamon Duffy: ‘I adore
you, Lord Jesus Christ, hanging upon the Cross, and bearing on
your head a crown of thorns: I beseech you, Lord Jesus Christ,
that your Cross may free me from the avenging Angel.’
Map reference SP 414159
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the
Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I
DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer
of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

parish directory

continued

LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch
Street SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am,
Evening Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12
noon; Wed 10am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat
9.30am. Tube: Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/
Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Fr Mark
Nicholls SSC 0207 394 3394 - 07909 546659
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses:
Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 8pm; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr
Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

Parish Mass 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr James Wilkinson 01865
245879 www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and discover Oxford’s
hidden Comper Church!
OXFORD St.Barnabas and St Thomas. Services:
Saturdays 5.30pm Vigil Mass (St.Thomas). Sundays 8.00am Low
Mass, (St.Barnabas), 9:15am Matins (St.Thomas), 10.30am
Parish Mass(St.Thomas), 6.30pm Evening Prayer (St.Barnabas).
For Daily Mass see website: www.sbarnabas.org.uk. Parish
priest: Fr Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
PARISHES A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC, St
John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday: Mass 11.15am; St
Gabriel, PeverellTerrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass 10am; St Mary,
Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am. Parish Priest: Fr
Keith Haydon 01752 220644

Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
STOKE-ON-TRENT, SMALLTHORNE St Saviour.
ABC. Convenient for Alton Towers & the Potteries. Parish Mass
Sunday 11.00am. Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
09.30, Wednesday noon. Contact Fr.Andrew Swift 01 782
827889 - frandrew@smallthorne.org
www.smallthorne.org

twitter@SSaviours

SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street,
Millfield. A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am,
Benediction 6.30pm, Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed
10.30am, Tues and Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary
Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by
appointment. Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk

SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Forward in Faith Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am,
Solemn Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to Thurs 10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Confessions by
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am;
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The appointment. Contact Fr Peter Harnden on 0208 644 9070,
Sung Parish Mass 10:30am. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed
Churchwardens: Douglas Boreham 0208 646 4682 and Stanley
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.stPalmer 020 8330 7408
School - 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily
gabriels.com
Oﬃces and Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Forward in
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
study groups, see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite,
0118 957 2831 www.sgilesreading.org.uk
Sunday masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am
traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music.
S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact Fr Dexter
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury.
Sunday: Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Mon
Bracey 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
10am, Tues 11am, Wed 7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am. With the spire at the end of St. Martin’s Church Street behind
Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Reg Wiltshire College. A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday:
Bushau 020 7370 3418 www.saint-stephen.org.uk
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. ABC. Sunday Parish Mass with
Parish Eucharist, 11.00am (also 8.00pm 2nd and 4th Sundays)
Sunshine Club for Children 9.30am; Evening Prayer 4pm. Daily
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and Daily Oﬃce and Eucharist. For further information contact:
Mass: Monday & Thursday 7.30pm. Wednesday 9.30am. Friday
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
Parish Administration on 01722 503123 or
& Saturday 10am. www.fifparish.com/ stjohntipton Parish
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher.
Priest: Fr Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday 01722 500896
Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, A FiF Parish TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
aﬃliated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
Episopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 10am with Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society
refreshments to follow. Evening Prayer 4.30pm. Evening Prayer (St.Michael's), Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact
Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
Parish Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham.
and Benediction on the last Sunday of the month. Weekday
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
Sunday Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services
masses: Monday 2pm Thursday 10.15am Saturday 9.30am.
contact Fr Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce
Major Festivals times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
020 8542 5514 or see www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk/
frdavidstmart@gmail.com stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 10.30am Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr.
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The
Forward in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under Paul Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe. TQ1 3QT
allsaintsbabbacombe.org.uk
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
at 12 noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further
Sacrament until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced.
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
information, contact Mike Youens, Churchwarden 01 743
Contact the FiF Oﬃce on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
236649.
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily
SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
LOUND Suﬀolk St John the Baptist. Sung Parish Mass.
Sunday Mass 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday's 9.30am Further details the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A
Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and
from Fr David Boddy SSC 01 502 733374
Society and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of
Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as
the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy
announced. Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie
am Weekdays: please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk
Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For
Drake SSC
Contact: Fr Andrew Mitcham SSC, 01328 821316
other Sunday and Weekday Services or further information
SOUTHPORT St. Luke, corner of Hawkshead St and St.Lukes
please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of
Rd, about 1/2 mile from town centre. Sundays: Parish
Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday:
MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and
Mass10.30am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday
Mass 9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and
Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine,
Mass: Tuesday 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am followed by
Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic
Pendlebury; Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish.
refreshments, Thursday 11am, Friday 11.30am Adoration, 12
Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a
Sunday Masses: 8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS),
noon Mass, Saturday 9.30am Confessions, 10am Mass. Parish
church beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121
10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Clergy
Priest: Fr Paul Hutchins SSC - email:
556 5823 or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www.
Fr.Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578 and Fr.Michael Fish 0161 794 fr.Hutchins@btinternet.com - 01704 213711- www.sluke.
saintfrancisfriarpark.com
4298., Parish Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175
co.uk
email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com
wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday: Grange, A parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Beverley; Sunday: 9am Sung Mass and Sunday School, 6pm
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of month); Weekday Mass and Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk
Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley
01642 824779
SSC - 01388 814817
wEST KIRBY St Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
NORTH YORK MOORS St Leonard, Loftus and St
STAFFORD, St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Forward in Faith Parish Sunday 8am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6pm
Helen, Carlin How, both ABC Parishes situated on the edge of
first Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
the North York Moors. Sunday Mass: Carlin How 9am and Loftus under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Res.AB&C.
Sunday - Parish Mass 10.15am. For further information contact welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors
10.30am. Mass every day except Thurs and Fri. Parish Priest: Fr
welcome. Resolutions ABC. Parish Priest: Fr Walsh 0151 632
Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656
Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
4728 www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
Continued on next page
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) Resolutions ABC. Sunday:
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wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome.
Sundays: 9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am
Mass (Wed, Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes
SSC 01934 204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934
415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school);
Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st
Sunday). For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest:
Fr Richard Harper SSC 01305 778821
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Forward in Faith Church
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. ABC
Resolutions. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am. Weekday Masses:
Tues 10.30am, Thur 12 noon. Contact: Canon Malcolm Jones SSC
01962 869707 (Parish Oﬃce) or Churchwardens: Barbara Smith
01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: enquiry@
holytrinitywinchester.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton on the road to Colne and
Clitheroe. Three rural churches which make up the only
Resolutions ABC Parish in the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. For further
information please contact Canon Nicholas Turner SSC 01282
842332

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* vacant,
Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121 328 9855,
(*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYAshford South St Francis
with Christ Church 01233 620600, Borden *SS Peter and Paul
01795 472986, Deal *St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch *All
Saints 01795 880205, Folkestone *St Peter 01303 254472, Guston
*St Martin, 01304 204878, Harbledown *St Michael 01227
464117, Maidstone *St Michael 01622 752710, Preston St
Catherine 01795 536801, Ramsgate *St George, Holy Trinity
01843 593593, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul 01304 822865, (*
resolutions in place)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, ABC, Fr Robert Clack 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, ABC, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe St
Barnabas, ABC, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St Michael,
Coppenhall, ABC, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151; Dukinfield St
Luke, ABC, vacant; Knutsford St John the Baptist, ABC, Rev Nigel
Atkinson 01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle,
ABC, Fr Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, ABC, Fr
Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, ABC, Fr
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYAnsty St James; Coventry St
Luke, Holbrooks; St Nicholas, Radford; St Oswald, Tile Hill;
Leamington St John the Baptist; Nuneaton St Mary and St John,
Camp Hill, St Mary’s Abbey Church; Shilton St Andrew. For further
details contact Fr Kit Dunkley 02476 688604
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBYDerby: St Anne, Churchwarden
Alison Haslam 01 332 362392; St Luke, Churchwarden Frank
Stephens 01 332 512673; St Bartholomew, Churchwarden Ian
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Dew 01 332 760195; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St
James Fr Malcolm Ainscough 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity,
Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Long Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger
Jupp 0115 973 5168; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
498603
DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes:
Abbotsham St Helen, vacant - Churchwarden 01 237 420338;
Babbacombe All Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St
Peter, Fr D Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr G
Stanton 07925 051905; Exeter St Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree; St Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul,
Burnthouse Lane; St Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392
677150; Exwick St Andrew, Station Road, Fr J Bird 01392
255500; Great Torrington St Michael, Little Torrington St Giles,
Frithelstock St Mary & St Gregory, Taddiport St Mary
Magdalene, Fr.P.Bevan - 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter &
St Paul, Fr.C.Penn - 01 409 253435; Ilfracombe Team, Fr R Harris
01271 863467; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacant 01566 784008;
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Vacant - Churchwarden 01 626
212339; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
Boniface Fr R Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007;
Plymouth Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St
Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle,
Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission
Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym St
Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell Park; St Mary the Virgin, Laira, Fr
K Haydon 01752 220644; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport
& St Mark, Ford, Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Chelston St Matthew
Vacant 01 803 607429; Winkleigh All Saints, Fr P Norman 01837
83719
FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford

Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr
Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr John
Davies 01983 401121; Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul
Armstead 023 9273 2786; St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton
02392 378194; The Ascension, North End, Vacant (Churchwarden
02392 660123); Southsea Holy Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311
7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, vacant Churchwarden 023 92643857
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St Mary,
10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass, 10.30am
Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Mass, 10am Sung Mass;
Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am; Higham St John,
9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass; all
contact details from Fr Jones 020 8311 6307
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS ABC Parishes: Bedford St
Martin, vacant; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424;
Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr Beresford 01923 236174; Holy
Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St Mary, Sundon & St
Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076; Watford St John, Fr Stevenson
01 923 236174. Other ‘safe’ parishes: Letchworth St Michael & St
Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Potters Bar St Mary & All Saints,
Fr Bevan 01707 644539 (please contact clergy for details of
services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice Fr Tony Norton 01 986 875374; Ipswich St
Mary at the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass
10.45amMendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye
SS Peter and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN ABC Parishes: Binbrook Group
(Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr Hawes
01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736 711360;
Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734; Wainfleet
Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; AB Parishes:
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke
All Saints (Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Nonpetitioning parishes: Lincoln City Mrs Ticehurst 01522 850728 ;
N.E. Lincs Fr Martin 07736 711360 ; S. Lincs Fr Noble 01205
362734

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
vacant; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard 01302 285 316;
Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; Edlington St John
the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St
Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr Wise 01709
582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858; New Bentley
Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St
Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant;
Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy
Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard &
Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard,
Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114
2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, vacant; St Matthew,
Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Priest in
Charge, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821, also priest with
pastoral responsibility for the Parishes of Hunslet St Mary, Cross
Green St Hilda, Richmond Hill St.Saviour; Harehills St Wilfrid, Fr
Terry Buckingham SSC: 01943 876066; Please ring for details of
services

FiF SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome you: St Barnabas,
Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road) Sunday: Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Fr Barry
Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity, Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city centre
road from M271) Sunday: Solemn Mass10am, Midweek Mass and
other service details from Fr William Perry SSC 02380 701896

FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe
Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Chadderton St Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers
0161 627 4986; Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills
0161 681 3644; Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood
0161 624 4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David
Hawthorn 0161 681 4541; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John
O’Connor 0161 465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC,
FiF Churchwarden - George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side
Christ Church, ABC, FiF, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton
0161 633 4441; Peel Green St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
1642; Royton St Paul, ABC, FiF, Canon Peter McEvitt - 01 706
843485; Salford St Paul, ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736
8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160
794 1578; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony

FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- ABC
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian c/o Fr Hailes 0115 9873314; St
George and also St Stephen, Fr Rushforth 0115 952 3378;
St.George the Martyr, Netherfield, vacant, contact Churchwarden
Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478. Worksop: St Paul, vacant; contact
Churchwarden Mrs M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our
Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the
contact for SSWSH in the diocese

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackford and Woodville Fr T
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181;
St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall, Fr.Ian
Wright 0116 277 7455; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P
O’Reilly 0116 240 2215

DIOCESE of TRURO - FIF Recommended Parishes
FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, Fr. M. Mesley –
01326 218947; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Fr.S.Wales – 01326 378638;
ST. DAY: Holy Trinity, (AB) Fr.Simon Bone - 01 209 822862; TRURO:
St. George, Fr. C. Epps – 01827 272630

well Known In Her Palaces
continued from page 10
their response ‘May the Virgin Mary intercede for us’. The service closed with
William Cornysh’s Salve Regina, an intricate and haunting setting of a troped
version of the antiphon, and the National Anthem.
This was, as far as anyone can tell, the first time that a public act of worship
led by a clergyman in full and visible communion with the Bishop of Rome had
taken place in the chapel since the days of Mary I. For this church historian it
evoked a series of what-ifs: would this have been akin to the daily worship of the
Chapel Royal today if Prince Arthur had lived; or if Henry VIII and Catherine
of Aragon had produced a healthy son; or if
Bishop Chartres’s reply Mary’s phantom pregnancy of 1555 had
real; or if she and Cardinal Pole had not
was unnerving: ‘we are been
died by coincidence on the same day in
all minorities now’
1558? These are, of course, entirely
academic questions – but perhaps they give
pause for thought. It will, I think, be a while before I forget the sound of a
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster intoning the BCP Prayer for the Royal
Family.
Meanwhile, Hampton Court Chapel continues its round of daily Prayer Book
worship, under the supervision of the recently-licensed Chaplain, Fr Anthony
Howe. All the services are open to the public, no palace ticket is required, and a
Choral Foundation has been established to secure the future of the musical
tradition. Much of the well-known Tudor music sung by the members of the
Chapel Choir was written by their predecessors, and in some cases for the very
building in which they sing.
Fr Howe read from Galatians at Vespers. ‘It is wonderfully encouraging’, he
told me, ‘in a world that appears to be increasingly divided, for Roman Catholic
and Anglican Christians to come together in this place, to celebrate a common
heritage and to join in the worship of God; united by the word, presented in
scripture and in beautiful music’. Over champagne and canapés in the Cartoon
Gallery afterwards, even the stoniest Low-Churchman would surely have been
hard-pressed to disagree. ND
www.genesisfoundation.org.uk
www.chapelroyal.org

Secular Liturgies

Bishops of
the Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX
0115 973 5168 rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

continued from page 25

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

their money. What was not normal but crucial was the theatrical device of
double-casting the prophet Jochanaan. Iain Paterson was seen both in the flesh
and as a hologram singing his preaching to us: maybe now, maybe in the past as a
recording, and also coming on stage as himself – but not himself the way that
Yasin El Harrouk as his body – his physical presence as a middle-eastern religiousobsessed terrorist today – presented the character. The torture to which the
prophet was subjected was not so far from Abu Ghraib.
The title role was also doubled with an imaginary Salome in Herod’s mind,
more capable of dancing and of being an object of lust than the unwaveringly
impressive Simone Schneider in the title role in Stuttgart – sublimely well
focussed, as thrilling almost to hear as the great Birgit Nilsson on Decca’s famous
early LP recording in the late 1950s conducted by Solti.
When opera in the flesh gets everything right the total is far greater than the
sum of its parts, and one can only say (or write) “Chapeau!” A masterpiece
fulfilled. ND

The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Dr Geoﬀrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
The Right Revd John Salt OGS
(formerly Bishop of St Helena)
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY, 9.30 AM
TO 4 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 9.30 am to 4 pm)
* Members of Forward in Faith Wales – Credo Cymru
who are not also members of Forward in Faith UK
should contact their Membership Secretary

The Cleaver Ordination
Candidates Fund
All Saints, Margaret Street

Centenary of the Death of
Friederica Frances Swinburne
Foundress of the Fund
and Benefactress of All Saints

newdirections

Classified Ads rates

Saturday 9 April 2016
11.30 am:
Solemn High Mass of Requiem
Preacher: The Ven Luke Miller,

£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 401611
email m.silver@breathe.com
32 ■ newdirections ■ March 2016

CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can
provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com
EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En
suite accommodation in beautiful Georgian
Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and
small groups are most welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms are available for
day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering
flat. Contact Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church
Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778
591358 - athawes@tiscali. co.uk

Archdeacon of London
walter Vale, Requiem Mass in D flat

2.30 pm:
The 2016 Roy Porter Lecture
The Revd Dr Robert Beaken
‘A Snapshot of Anglo-Catholicism
in 1916’

4.30 pm: Solemn Evensong
and Benediction
All welcome - especially
beneficiaries of the Fund,
past and present
SCARBOROUGH Modernised house, in quiet
location, available for holiday lets on
Northern edge of Scarborough. Close to
Yorkshire Moors and Cleveland Way. Sleeps
5. O.A.P discount. Regret no pets and not
suitable for children under 8 years. For
details call: 01653 628115.

