parish directory
BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's.
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or

Tues, Thurs and major holy days: 1.05pm Eucharist. Regular
recitals and concerts (see website). During Interregnum contact
Roger Metcalfe, Churchwarden on 01275 332851
www.christchurchcitybristol.org

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
Wednesday and Thursday 10am, Friday 9.30am & 6.30pm,
Saturday 9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295
6411. Parish website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Secure Parking. Contact 0121 449 2790

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777

www.saintagathas.org.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ Williams 01460 419527

www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church, Forward in Faith, ABC. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday
Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary
Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert McTeer SSC 01388
604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew
Sage SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional
Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and
loop. Tel: 01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm.
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12
noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur:
Mass 7.15pm. Fr Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
07736 711360
HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass,
Oﬃces and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme
Buttery SSC 01429 273201
HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Parish Priest: Fr Lockett SSC 01328 820030
KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham.
For further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce
020 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk
LEAMINGTON SPA S. John the Baptist Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - all resolutions
passed. Currently in interregnum, Sunday 9.30 a.m. services
alternate between Mass and Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament. Traditional Catholic Worship in a friendly
atmosphere. Parish Secretary: 07974 973626.

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN Forward www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce &
LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley) Sunday:
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Daily
CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. FiF ABC. Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church, with modern
Sunday:
Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass 9.30am, High Mass
catholic worship, good music and friendly atmosphere. Parish
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html
11.00am, Evensong & Benediction 3.30pm (1st & 3rd Sunday). Priest: Canon Christopher Cook SSC 0151 733 1742
Daily Mass Mon – Fri 12.30pm, also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. www.stagnes.org.uk
BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
Fr Ian Brothwood 020 8686 9343
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday:
LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
8am Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial,
parish in the Fulham Bishopric. A registered parish of the Society
4pm Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am Solemn Mass
Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All resolutions passed. Sunday: 8am BCP
Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Father T E Jones SSC 020 7481 2985
Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com
Low Mass; 10am Sung Mass. 3.30pm Family Service.
www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days
BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, A parish of the
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames
Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: 11am - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380 501481
Street (nearestTube: Monument or Bank) Resolutions ABC. Mass:
Sung Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri
6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction 5.30pm last Saturday DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri
historically significant church with much Comper restoration.
12.30. Visitors very welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr
of month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley – all
Philip Warner rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
resolutions passed. Modern catholic worship with a friendly
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward
atmosphere. Sunday: 8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass.
centre). Society Parish. Sunday services: Low Mass 8.30am,
Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coﬀee morning). Friday: in Faith, modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Solemn Mass 10.45am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm.
Every Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with
8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am Mass. Visitors very welcome.
Weekday Masses 8am (except Monday 7pm, Wednesday
Junior Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass.
Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc. (01302) 285316.
7.30pm and Thursday 9.15am). Parish Priest: Canon Ralph
Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
fatherahoward@gmail.com
Crowe SSC 01274 543957. Resolutions ABC. English Missal/BCP
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
www.st.chads. dial.pipex.com
DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583
BRENTwOOD St.Thomas of Canterbury, CM14 4DF ABC, Baptist with Hexthorpe S Jude, Sung Mass Sundays
9.00am Edlington and 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on Weekday LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
Society. Sunday - 8am Mass, 10am Sung Mass, 6pm Choral
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
Solemnities, Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and
Evensong (with Benediction First Sunday). For times of Daily
10.30am; , Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by
Hexthorpe 7.30pm Fri or by appointment. Normal Weekday
Mass and other activities contact Fr.Colin Hewitt on 01 277
Masses: Tues Edlington 7pm, Wed Hexthorpe 11.30am, Thurs refreshments. Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus (direction Golders
225700 or the Church Centre on 01 277 201094.
Edlington 7pm, Fri Hexthorpe 7pm. Divine Oﬃce recited each Green) toTudor Gardens Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org
BRIDPORT St Swithun Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Low
day (7.30am and 6.30pm Edlington) (8am and 5pm
www.standrewskingsbury.org
Mass 8am; Sung Mass 9.30am, Evensong and Benediction
Hexthorpe). Other occasions see noticeboards.
usually on second Sunday 6pm. Weekday Masses: Thur 10am.
Contact: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC - 01709858358
LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Enquiries should be made to the Churchwarden. Tel 01308
fr.s.edmonds@gmail.com
Place - 8 minutes walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations
425375.
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Forward in Faith Parish with (Northern line) Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham.
BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
Resolution ABC. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon to Fri 10am - Bible
Study after Mass on Wed. saintagneskenningtonpark. co.uk
(11am) Fr Michael Wells 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s
Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details and information during
020 7820 8050 frpaulensor@btconnect.com
(11am) Fr. David Clues 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
interregnum contact Fr. Nick MacNeill on 01323 485399
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am)
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Fr.Robert Norbury 01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) Fr.Robert
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Norbury 01 273 727362. (Sunday Principal Mass times in
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ ABC, A
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am.
brackets.)
Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 9am, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs
Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass.
10.15am, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett BRISTOL Christ Church, Broad Street, Old City Centre BS1 2EJ
Resolutions ABC. Sunday 11am Choral Eucharist, 6.30pm Choral Evensong 6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon. 07929 750054
Contact Father David Adlington or Father David Goodburn SSC Evensong with Anthem and Sermon. Georgian gem, Prayer
Continued on page 29
Book services, robed men and boys’ choir, Renatus Harris organ. tel: 01303 254472 www.stpeterschurchfolkestone. org.uk
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck
Boston’s oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday. Low Mass 8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily
Mass, oﬃces, benediction and confessions as displayed on
notice boards. Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734
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Lead
Story

Keeping it in the Family
Julian Browning reads Amoris Lætitia

I

n April the Vatican published Pope Francis’s 260-page (35). He admits that ordained ministers often lack the training
post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Lætitia, to deal with the problems currently facing families; yet he also
which reflected on the work of two Synods on the Family, proposes ideals – positive and joyful ideals – many supported
and included contributions from bishops’ conferences around in this document by texts from the Scriptures or the Church
the world. It is a magisterial document
Fathers. The family is ‘the sanctuary of
and an eloquent summary; and the
This is a document to which life’ (83) so it cannot be a place where
world’s press was quick to observe that
life is rejected and destroyed.
most of us can give our
nothing had changed. But everything
When Francis tackles the raising of
wholehearted assent
has changed. Instead of receiving yet
children, there is a touching evocation
another rule book for professionals to
(which some may find fanciful) of an
consult, we are presented with a humble, realistic, and acutely old-fashioned little Catholic emerging into his Continental
personal contribution to a continuing debate; and it comes clan to a loving chorus from his sisters and his cousins and his
from a Pope who begs us to avoid ‘a rushed reading of the text’ aunts, listening with delight to his grandmother’s tales, being
(para.7).
supported through life by what the Pope calls ‘the larger family’
First, let us admit to declarations of interest as Catholic of in-laws and godparents and second cousins, all of whom
Anglicans. We have not played fair
attend his First Communion and
with papal pronouncements in the
have huge meals together. Do not let
past. We like to run with the bigger
envy rob you of this vision.
gang because we are Catholic; then
It was at about page 90 that I felt the
we peel off and go in another
tempo change. Francis gives us a
direction because we are Anglican
lyrical and scholarly exposition of 1
and think for ourselves. That sort of
Corinthians 13: ‘It is important for
doublethink contributed to our own
Christians to show their love by the
Thirty Years’ War about ministry,
way they treat family members who
and it won’t do. This is a document
are less knowledgeable about the
to which most of us can give our
faith, weak or less sure in their
wholehearted assent. It’s not so
convictions. At times the opposite
much what Pope Francis says, as the
occurs: the supposedly mature
way he says it. ‘We have been called
believers within the family become
to form consciences, not to replace
unbearably arrogant. Love, on the
them.’(37) My first reaction was
other hand, is marked by humility;
awe. This is the Pope’s personal
if we are to understand, forgive and
address to millions of Catholics
serve others from the heart, our
worldwide about family life, that
pride has to be healed and our
aspect of human existence subject to
humility must increase.’ (98) It is as
the widest cultural and national
if the Pope has dropped in for a chat.
differences, yet he takes our unity for granted. So if we really In simple, pastoral language, the Pope reminds us, literally, to
are Catholic in any shape or form, then this is the Pope’s letter say ‘Please’, ‘Thank You’, and ‘Sorry’. He finds the right words
to you and to me.
himself, always, and tells us that we must find them too,
His range is vast. ‘The Experience and Challenge of especially in the setting of the family.
Families’; ‘Looking to Jesus: the Vocation of the Family’; ‘Love
How many official documents have you read which lay
in Marriage’; ‘Love Made Fruitful’; ‘Some Pastoral emphasis on the importance of a kind look? ‘A kind look helps
Perspectives’; and much else. Church
us see beyond our limitations, to be
teaching is explained, but Francis calls
The Pope says firmly that no patient, and to cooperate with others,
for ‘patient realism’. Complex modern
despite our differences.’ (100)
one is to be judged or
factors, the effects of migration,
Throughout this document Pope
condemned outright
symptoms of loneliness, absent fathers,
Francis gently reminds us of the
our individualistic culture, the ideology
importance and significance of
of gender – ‘let us not fall into the sin of trying to replace the kindness, courtesy, blessing, and forgiveness. He achieves an
Creator’ (56) – virginity, celibacy, narcissism. No issue is extraordinary intimacy. He sits down and tells us how to get
avoided and at no point does Francis retreat to the safety of on with one another and how to mend broken relationships.
his office: it is ‘not helpful to impose rules by sheer authority’ ‘Love needs time and space; everything else is secondary.’ (224)
4 ■ newdirections ■ May 2016

Pastoral realism is the order of the day. ‘Given the
pace of life today, most couples cannot attend
frequent meetings; still, we cannot restrict our
pastoral outreach to small and select groups.
Nowadays, pastoral care for families has to be
fundamentally missionary, going out to where people
are. We can no longer be like a factory, churning out
courses that for the most part are poorly attended.’
(230)
Any New Directions reader wondering whether his
or her particular ‘irregularity’ has achieved papal
approval will be disappointed. Yet this new
transformative papal language beckons us all in a
Gospel direction. The liberals may shrug and the
traditionalists will seethe, and the professionals might
issue dark warnings about situation ethics – and yet
the Pope says firmly that no one is to be judged or
condemned outright. The call is to the personal
discernment of the individual, to his or her growth
and maturity. It is not up to any of us to inhibit grace.
The rulebook is not enough: .‘.. a pastor can not feel
that it is enough simply to apply moral laws to those
living in “irregular” situations, as if they were stones
to throw at people’s lives.’
Divorced and remarried Catholics remain part of
the Church. It is acknowledged here that an
artificially high ideal of marriage has been more of a
burden than a help. And on the issue of the day?
Same-sex unions are mentioned only two or three
times in this 260-page document, not because of some
biblical anathema, but because they are not family and
serve no purpose in society. ‘De facto or same-sex
unions ... may not simply be equated with marriage.
No union that that is temporary or closed to the
transmission of life can ensure the future of society.’
(52) Sorry, boys and girls, but in the context of
worldwide Catholicism the issue of same-sex
marriage is not very interesting. I do hope nobody
goes to war over it.
Does this remarkable document have much to say
to Anglicans? Plenty, and much of what the Pope says
has an application beyond the human family to the
Church, the ‘family of families’ (80). Could we find in
Amoris Lætitia some encouragement in living with our
own split ecclesiastical family? ‘Discernment must
help to find possible ways of responding to God and
growing in the midst of limits. By thinking that
everything is black and white, we sometimes close off
the way of grace and of growth, and discourage paths
of sanctification which give glory to God.’ (305) It’s all
so simple: ‘The Christian ideal, especially in families,
is a love which never gives up.’ (119) ND
The Revd Julian Browning is Hon. Assistant Priest
at All Saints’, Margaret Street, London.
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Into the King’s Palace
Anthony Howe reflects on his work at Hampton Court

I

t is not every day that you find yourself pictured in this
That is why chaplains like me sport the scarlet. I must
august publication, comparing your shade of red with a admit that it took some getting used to, and it is certainly not
Cardinal and the Home Secretary. But then again it is not easy to blend in (except with Cardinals and Home
every day that you find a service in your church making the Secretaries); but again I suppose that is the essence of this place
New York Times, let alone the BBC News at Ten. Perhaps I – nothing is ordinary.
should have expected it. Hampton Court Palace is an extraGiven this, you would be forgiven for thinking that I had
ordinary place, in all senses of the word. It is one of the biggest immensely grand job or even a sinecure! Certainly most
‘houses’ in the world (I am told it is a few rooms bigger even chaplains here in the recent past have been approaching
than Versailles – William III had to get one over on Louis retirement. But a sinecure it is certainly not; and neither is it
XIV); indeed so vast that experts can’t quite decide how many grand. Yes, there are those occasions, and we have a few titles
rooms it actually has. When does a closet
in the congregation; but the vast majority
become a room, and vice-versa? There
of what I do is the work of a parish priest
Visitors can see what is
are 1300 at the very least. The place is
in a parish in which only 15 people live,
famously associated with Henry VIII and
but many more work. Her Majesty aside,
taking place
the progression of wives who briefly
I am there to minister to the spiritual
inhabited it; but there is much more to
needs of the staff of the palace and to the
Hampton Court than an overweight Tudor monarch with half-a-million-or-so tourists who come through the Chapel
delusions of divinity. It is, to this day, a Royal Palace (although doors each year. It is a staggering number and a huge
not currently occupied by a member of the Royal Family) run opportunity for proclaiming the Gospel.
on Her Majesty’s behalf by Historic Royal Palaces, the charity
In this, I have had nothing but encouragement from the
that cares for the Tower of London and the Banqueting House palace authorities. You might expect those who manage
in Whitehall, amongst others.
tourists to want the Chapel to get the religion over and done
That is where I come in. As chaplain here, I am not just with before they arrive; but the opposite is true. I have started
in charge of a very pretty room in a very pretty place. It is, lunchtime masses for staff and tourists, who often comment
indeed, stunningly beautiful – so much so that I sometimes how much they value it. The turnover is enormous – but if
have to pinch myself to believe that I am there. The Chapel they go away feeling the love of God, I feel that our job is well
here is a Chapel Royal: part of that enigmatic institution that, done. During the week, we keep the Chapel open during the
for the best part of a thousand years, has ministered to the services, so that visitors can see what is taking place, even if
spiritual needs of the monarch. Indeed, when we speak of the they don’t join in. Some come in and go out, some sit at the
Chapel Royal, we are not so much doing so about buildings, back quietly, and some stay and come up for Holy
but that body or college that exists to this day. It was only later Communion. Children watch from the gallery upstairs. Some
that the buildings that had variously housed it also became of them have never seen a mass before! Of course, nobody
known as Chapels Royal as well. Today there are five such comes to Hampton Court expecting to go to church. When
buildings: one at Hampton Court, two at the Tower of they find one, and one that is open and proclaiming the
London, and two at St James’s Palace, which is now the Catholic faith as the Church of England has traditionally
headquarters.
received it, many are surprised and uplifted.
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There is also the matter of the music. The tradition of
choral music in the Chapel Royal is second to none. Everyone
who was anyone, from Tallis to Purcell, was a Gentleman of
the Chapel Royal. We still use the 300-year-old organ that
Handel once played. Much of what is sung here (and indeed
in other choral establishments) was written by the forebears
of the current choir, much of it for this place. As a musician, I
find that interesting since whilst the 1535
ceiling is stunning visually, it has the effect
of producing the acoustic of a bus shelter.
No long sonorous echoes would have
accompanied Byrd’s Great Service or
Shepherd’s Second Service. The boys would
have had to have worked very hard, as
they do today.
And perhaps that is the greatest asset.
Nowhere else can someone go and hear so
much music written so long ago,
performed in its original context so often.
The choir of men and boys is a precious
asset, so much so that we have established
a Choral Foundation to raise money that
will pay for it in perpetuity. Contrary to
expectations, cash does not issue forth in
vast amounts from the Crown.
Increasingly, we are expected to be selfsufficient – and that is no bad thing.
But there is more to this than just
rarified music making. We have no choir
school, and all the boys are recruited from
the local area. Recruitment is increasingly
growing as more and more want to join
the choir. Competition is stiff. We have
boys from all backgrounds, and a recent
development is working with schools in
deprived areas. Music is a precious
resource and in cash-strapped schools it is
often sacrificed. By encouraging
youngsters to sing, the Chapel Royal is, in
a small way, doing its bit to keep alive and
grow the tradition outside its baroque
walls.
And that is what I love about this
place. Whilst it is extraordinary, in so
many ways it is so ordinary. It is not a
parish, but I find myself still doing much
of what a parish priest does – without all
the paperwork! Nine years in a UPA in
West Yorkshire was remarkably good
training. I would have never expected to
find myself here, but God is full of
surprises, and He has certainly led me to
places of which I would never have
thought.
Services in the Chapel Royal, which
are based around the Book of Common
Prayer, are open to all. Entrance to the
palace is free if you want to attend, as long

as you don’t wander off afterwards! You don’t have to be a
member of the Royal Family, or have a title or a plummy
accent to worship here. You just have to be you. ND
The Revd Anthony Howe is Chaplain and Deputy Priest in
Ordinary at Hampton Court Palace.
www.chapelroyal.org.uk
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Paschal Worton continues his thoughts on the Mercy of God

J

enny lived at the top of a high rise block of flats
in a Plymouth estate. She lived with her budgies,
and made wonderful Cornish Pasties for
everyone in the block. I was on a parish placement
from St Stephen’s House, and the priest asked me to
visit her. Jenny was a wonderful, faithful
communicant, who served others with joy. But she
kept within herself a secret, which she told no one,
but which she blurted out to me – a stranger in her
home. This secret from her past used to play on her
mind in the dark of night. She had done something
foolish as a slip of a girl, and she felt guilty about it.
Sometimes guilt can be a helpful thing: it can be a
useful companion on our journey, as it can point us
in the right direction. However, guilt was choking
Jenny all through her life, like a weed that is never
quite absent but is gradually squeezing the life out of
a garden. Human guilt can be exaggerated – the
result of faulty perceptions, unrealistic expectations,
and self-defeating images of God. I reminded Jenny
about the Sacrament of Confession. It was available
each week in her church, but her self-loathing made
her stay away. After a bit of gentle persuasion I
walked her to the church the following day and she
told the priest all that was troubling her conscience,
and received Absolution.
I’d never seen a 72-year-old skip out of church
before; but that day I did. Jenny’s sin was
acknowledged, not condoned, but it was
The Confession
overwhelmed by forgiveness! She told me the next
Giuseppe Molteni (1800-67)
day that she had the first full night of sleep since she
was 15. Jenny didn’t discover mercy from a book – not even children created out of love, with his eyes becoming conduits
from reading the Gospels – but she experienced it within the of mercy.
St John helps us to understand: Jesus was so close to the
failings and hurts of her own life and within the broken Body
of Christ that we call the Church, through the Sacrament of Father’s Heart that Jesus has made Him known. What we see
Reconciliation. And that can be true for each of us. When the when we look at Jesus is an outward and visible sign of the
only wedding garment we can wear to the banquet is our Merciful Heart of the Father. Christ’s love can never be altered
weary brokenness, and as we stand in our penitential rags, our or changed by our sins. Some folk think that sin alters how
Jesus feels about them, but nothing
sins remind us that we need a Saviour.
could
be further from the truth. Jesus is
This is so much more than just Jesus as
God in Christ never sees
not
surprised
by our sins, so we must
a friend: we all recognise how helpful
enemies,
just
His
children
have confidence in God’s Mercy, expect
and moving it is, to have a friend with
all from His clemency, and never doubt
created out of love
us in our difficulties and who will
His readiness to forgive. God may be
sympathize with us. But if we were
drowning, we would need more than a friend to jump in and Almighty God, but He is a God of Love: a Father who runs up
say, ‘I’m with you in your drowning, I can feel your panic and the road of our life to embrace us, like the father in the parable
pain…’. We would actually need someone to jump in and rescue of the Prodigal Son.
Our Christian vocation is grounded on the truth that Jesus
us, to lift us out of our mess. And that’s what our Saviour does.
He rescues us and does extraordinary things for us – we see it came to give us life in all its fullness. The supreme
time and again in the Gospels. And, of course, we see it demonstration of Mercy is the Incarnation, when the Lord of
culminating on the Cross, where He looks out with a different the ages descended to touch us, to give us the kiss of life, and
perspective. God in Christ never sees enemies, just His to raise us up when we were drowning in our sins. ND
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Pentecost in Holy week
The Bishop of Ebbsfleet’s Chrism-Mass sermon

W

hy do we celebrate Pentecost in the middle of prophecy of unprecedented blessings in a ‘year of the Lord’s
Holy Week? For that is what this service is favour’, which an anointed prophet would bring about. ‘Today’,
about: Pentecost. It’s one of those celebrations says Jesus in His homily, ‘this scripture has been fulfilled – in
that echoes a great feast celebrated at some other time of the your hearing’. He is saying ‘I am He.’
year. Holy Cross Day gives us a second look at Good Friday.
This mission of Christ continues over centuries and
Corpus Christi revisits Maundy Thursday
continents. ‘It is a mission, a movement,
in the light of Easter. We relive the
that starts with the Father and goes forth,
This mission of Christ
Transfiguration as part of our Lenten fast.
in the power of the Spirit, “to bring the
continues over centuries good news to the poor”’ (Benedict XVI, 11
And we’re doing that sort of thing now:
and continents
this is Pentecost in mid-Holy Week. These
October 2012). The Church – full of
celebrations offer us the possibility of
baptized and anointed Christians – is the
going beyond the narrative of an event – they invite us to enter instrument of this work because we are united to Him as a
more fully into the mystery of God’s work in us.
body is united to its head. ‘As the Father sent me, even so I
Pentecost in the middle of Holy Week: how so? Our first send you’ (John 20.21), says the Risen Jesus to His disciples,
clue is in the name of today’s Mass, and our second in the and breathing upon them, adds, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ (John
gospel reading. Χρίσμα (chrisma) is an ancient word meaning 20.22). So when we consecrate the Oil of Chrism we are
‘anointing’, from which we derive our word Χριστός (christos), preparing the anointing oil which will be the outward sign of
Christ: ‘the anointed one’. The name Jesus Christ means, that inward gift: an outward sign that each Christian, anointed
literally, ‘Jesus the Anointed One’: He is the Christ, the with the same Holy Spirit, is ‘another Christ’ for the same task
Anointed, of the Lord God. It is hardly surprising that, in the of bringing the Good News to the materially and spiritually
first generation after the apostles, the daubing with oil became poor. Christ gave us this mission and continues to do so,
the culminating sign of baptism. Rising from the waters of the pouring out His Spirit upon the disciples: the same Spirit who
font the candidate is anointed with oil and becomes a fixed upon Him, and remained in Him during all His earthly
Christian – becomes literally ‘another Christ’. Today’s service life, giving Him the strength ‘to proclaim release to the captives
is, very practically, a preparation of holy anointing oils for and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
baptisms in a few days’ time on Easter Eve, and then in the are oppressed’ and ‘to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord’
weeks and months that follow it.
(Luke 4:18-19). Chrism is the sign that the same thing happens
This sign very quickly points us much further. ‘When we in us. That’s what makes this celebration a sign of Pentecostal
use the name “Christ”’, says St Irenæus, ‘we infer the One who mission in mid-Holy Week: it is a sign, to adapt Irenæus’s
is the anointer, the One who is anointed, and the anointing language, of the Father who gives; the Son who is given; and
itself. That is, the Father who anoints; the Son who is the Holy Spirit who is Himself the gift. Christ’s mission is our
anointed; and the Holy Spirit who is Himself the anointing.’ mission, His witness our witness, His cost our cost – so that
[Adversus hæreses III.18.3] Jesus Christ is ‘Jesus-Anointed- more and more people may be gathered into that Body, and
with-the-Holy-Spirit’.
may receive that gift.
Our second (and bigger) clue that this is Pentecost in the
At this point – picking up on the fact that in recent times
middle of Holy Week is this morning’s Gospel. Right through this has become the occasion at which priestly promises are
the opening chapters of Luke’s Gospel, the activity of the Holy renewed to the bishop, and before the people – I want to
Spirit is unavoidable. The Spirit comes upon Mary to bring address a particular word to the clergy who are renewing those
about the birth of Jesus. The Spirit fills Elizabeth who promises today. I recently heard a great story: the bishop asks
recognizes Mary as the Mother of the Lord. The Spirit fixes a parish priest, ‘Father, tell me, how big is your church?’ ‘Well,
on Jesus at His baptism, drives Him into
bishop”, he replies, ‘when it’s completely
the desert to be tempted, and
full, it sleeps seven hundred.’ We were not
Priests
are
anointed,
accompanies Him in power as He begins
ordained in order that we, or those we
His ministry (Luke 4.14). So it can be no
serve, should sleep; but live!
not just licensed
surprise to us that when Jesus arrives in
Let us think for a moment about the
Nazareth and stands up in the synagogue
Lord’s words: ‘He has anointed me to tell
He quotes words from Isaiah: ‘The Lord’s spirit is on me […] … to announce.’ The same Chrism used at baptisms is also used
He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.’ (Luke at ordinations, and other occasions related to priestly ministry,
4.18). A small synagogue, in a nowhere-town, tucked away in as a sign that the Holy Spirit is upon us to share Christ’s
the folds of the hills above the great trade route toward the mission: anointed, in other words, to preach, to announce, and
sea; but the atmosphere when He began to preach was, we’re to witness. It is the first task of the priest to be an evangelist,
told, electric. Jesus was making an amazing claim. At that time to tell the poor the Good News and to gather them to Christ
Isaiah’s words were considered to be an as-yet-unfulfilled who will make them rich.
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That same incident in Nazareth didn’t end well: Jesus
experienced failure almost as soon as He began. They threw
His words back in His face. We will experience the same thing.
But we must ‘revive in ourselves the burning conviction of Paul
who cried out: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel”’ (John
Paul II, Novo Millennio Ineunte, 40). Few moments in your
ministry are as important as your preaching. That’s why as a
small Easter gift I’m giving you all, for your prayer and
reflection, a copy of Pope Francis’s advice (from Evangelii
Gaudium) about the homily as a central aspect of your
anointed task.
The need is great. The Good News is for the poor. The poor
are waiting, hungry, and thirsty for it. ‘How can they believe
if they have not heard? And how can people preach unless
they are sent?’ (Romans 10.14-15). But you have been sent.
When people have been gathered to the Church, their
journey to Christ continues. On their journey towards Him
we have the astonishing responsibility – for which we’re
anointed, not just licensed – to prepare them by our preaching
for their union with Christ: first in the Eucharist, and then in
mission in the world. Jesus says to us, ‘He who hears you, hears
me.’ (Luke 10.16) With biblical and spiritual illiteracy at an allThe experience of spiritual direction
assumes one very important thing:
that the person seeking counsel can
explain something of their spiritual
life in such a way that the person
from whom they are seeking it
understands them. To a great extent
those who seek out a spiritual director
do so because they have something to
talk about and experiences to
describe; and therefore the problem
of non-communication is a rare one.
However, it is often the case that
someone will say ‘I don’t know how to
describe this’, or ‘I just can’t put it
into words.’
In these circumstances there is a
problem; just as one might struggle to
communicate with someone who
can’t understand the language one
speaks. But gesticulations and
actions, pointing, or perhaps drawing
on a piece of paper can overcome the
language barrier. The same techniques come into play in spiritual
direction: body language is the most
eloquent one. It is not unknown for
someone to bring a photograph or
painting to help them share their
experience.
There are other language aids that
can be used: I have known people
refer to films and plays, or to quote
literature – especially poetry – ‘this
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time high we must toil to preach and to teach. The Kingdom
of God is spread by word of mouth, and acts of love; when it’s
convenient and when it’s not, on our feet, on our knees, in the
pulpit, in the confessional, and in the street. I hope we can
learn from Pope Francis’s words and read them alongside that
great handbook of evangelism, the Gospel of Matthew: ‘What
I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops!’ (Matt. 10.27).
To meet present needs – both the needs of the people of
God, and the needs of those who are far from the Church –
we will have to be immersed in the Word of God, immersed
in the Church’s tradition and wisdom, immersed in the Spirit,
and work hard at preaching and making God known so that
more and more people may be anointed with this Chrism as a
sign of God’s indwelling Spirit.
That’s the fundamental aspect of this Chrism Eucharist:
Pentecost in mid-Holy Week. We consecrate today a sign – a
sign for all of us – of our immersion in the Anointed One:
being where He is, being who He is, doing what He does,
standing in mid-stream of His relationship with the Father,
and with the world He so greatly loved. To Him be glory, now
and in all eternity. ND

Ghostly
Counsel
Beyond Words
Andy Hawes is Warden of
Edenham Regional Retreat House
says what I am trying to say.’ The chief
resource in spiritual language is
Scripture. when the Prayer Book
advises a penitent or someone
seeking ghostly counsel to go to a
‘learned minister of God’s word’ there
is an assumption at work that all that
we need to nurture, protect, and
guide the soul on its journey is found
in Scripture.
Our Lord often pointed first to
Scripture when individuals sought
guidance, and likewise individuals
came to him with dilemmas expressed in Scripture. The Desert
Fathers’ ghostly counsels, as they have
come down to us, are pithy and terse
summaries of Scripture. How about
this for a summary of the Beatitudes?
‘This is the truth: if a monk regards
contempt as praise, poverty as riches,
and hunger as a feast, he will never
die.’

It may be that in a culture that
values ‘self-expression’, individuals
feel a responsibility or burden to
speak in their own words. If this is the
case, it is almost counter-intuitive to
use someone else’s language. Our
forerunners in the faith, however,
instinctively sought to locate their
own spiritual experience in that of the
Catholic and Apostolic Church, and in
doing so found consolation and
encouragement. The narrow way is a
well-trodden path, and there are
many who have left us with language
to guide us. It is probably the case
that now ‘spiritual reading’ means
reading about spirituality, rather than
experiencing the companionship of
those who in their holy living and
holy dying wrote with the authority of
those whose ‘prayer is true’. There are
volumes of writing universally recognized as ‘spiritual classics’, and yet
very few people read them. To read
about them is not the same.
And then there is silence. Being
mindful of the work of the Holy Spirit
in spiritual direction, it is a good thing
sometime just to be silent; for, as St
Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians, the
Spirit that searches everything –
including the depths of God and
men’s hearts – can help us give
utterance.

Your task is Transformation
The Bishop of Burnley’s Chrism-Mass sermon

M

y old parish in London was round the back of the mournful are comforted, and the poor hear the Good News.
main stations, and bad things happen round the In Luke’s Gospel Jesus calls us to turn the world’s values upside
backs of stations. The streets at night were filled down as we invite to the banquet those whom the respectable
with dubious characters – and that was just the clergy. The despise and ignore: the poor, the blind, the lame. This is
hotels booked rooms by the hour, and service at the local nothing less than a new creation. Our call is to live that future
restaurants was suspiciously fast. There were also some very Kingdom now – to build God’s world now. Our task is
strange shops. One that intrigued us particularly must have transformation.
foreshadowed our Diocesan Vision, because it was called
All too easily, we forget the dignity of that calling. Our
‘Transformation.’ On the shop-front there were two life-size vision becomes clouded. We let the mundane things of daily
photographs. One showed a huge, muscle-bound man dressed living, or personal ambition, or petty rivalries, or the demands
in a rugby shirt and jeans. The second showed the same man of an institution, or money, or respectability, or
but this time dressed in a pink, sequin-studded ballgown. A embarrassment, or heritage, or the anachronistic furniture of
man puts on a frock: that is transformation in the eyes of establishment get in the way. We allow the local church to be
many. Skin-deep, cosmetic, pathetic.
led astray by countless distractions, or become more a private
If you want to see real transformation, look around this members’ club than a movement for change. We have taken
place of worship this morning. At the Chrism Eucharist we the life-saving Gospel of Jesus Christ and turned it into a
bless three oils which set before us a radical, God-centred jumble sale.
vision of transformation. In a Europe still splattered with the
So how do we return to our purpose as those called to the
blood of Belgium’s dead, where mourners weep and task of transformation? There are many who would say that
governments look on bewildered, and
the answer is novelty. We’re told that
where communities grow more
priests need to re-invent their
we have taken the life-saving
divided than ever, we dare to bless the
ministries and become executives
Oil of Healing. We have a vision of a Gospel of Jesus Christ and turned who manage people rather than
world in which relationships are
pastors who care for them. We’re told
it into a jumble sale
healed, in which people live together
that laypeople need to do even more
in harmony and mutual love, in which communities cohere for even less. We’re told that we need to re-invent what church
and inter-mingle and respect each other, and in which bodies is, what the Gospel is, what we stand for as Christians. But we
and minds are made whole.
don’t need novelty. We have all we need – we have
For a people who have forgotten their purpose, who no contemporary relationship with Jesus in the Holy Spirit, we
longer know what human life is for, and who think they can have the Scriptures, we have the Sacraments. We have the pearl
find happiness in greed and consumption, we dare to bless the of great price. What we need is not innovation, but renewal.
Oil of the Catechumens, for use in Baptism. For we know that We need to learn to be God’s people once again. We need to
human life can only find its point and purpose in relationship recover the heart of a New Testament identity.
with Jesus, and that – through the life-saving power of the
For priests – who today have the privilege of renewing their
Cross of Christ made accessible to us through the waters of vows of Ordination – that means taking pride in the priestly
Baptism – it is given a value that is utterly transcendent.
character. It is fashionable today to blame all the Church’s ills
In a nation of shocking inequality, where the poor and on her priests. We are told we are doing the job in the wrong
disabled subsidise tax-cuts for the rich, where benefits- way, or that we are holding back the gifts of the laity, or that
sanctions punish parents by starving their children, where the we are an expensive luxury that can barely be afforded. The
richest 1% of the population own more than the poorest 55%, result is levels of stress that are simply unacceptable as the
we dare to consecrate the Oil of Chrism. For we have a vision majority of clergy drive themselves into the ground by trying
of a Kingdom where the poor come first, where the hungry are to do three or four full-time jobs at once, and feel that they
fed, and where men and women live in harmony with God’s have ended up pleasing no one.
creation.
Those of you called to the joy of priesthood – recover the
In this place we see transformation. We see the Kingdom heart of the vocation that is yours. God made you to be a
Jesus describes. We see the world as God wants it to be. We priest, and your purpose on this earth is to serve His people
see our own indescribable beauty and preciousness as those by ministering to them the Sacraments of life. Take pride in
for whom Christ has died. And then from this place we are that calling. Live it out to the full. Model a style of leadership
sent out: because we are a people who have a project, and that that is above all priestly. Be first and foremost people of prayer,
project is nothing less than the transformation of a nation. We for without daily intimacy with Christ nothing good can ever
are not sent into the world to tinker at the edges, but to change happen. Tend to your own well-being: make sure you have
it utterly. God’s call to Isaiah is to build a wholly renewed space to feed your mind, and delight in the company of those
humanity under God where the captives are set free, the you love. Don’t be afraid to abandon those things that distract
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you from Kingdom work. Don’t be afraid to resist cultural events of Holy Week. Tonight Jesus will wash our feet: so
expectations that take time but are fruitless. Remember that return to Him through generous service of the needy and
your task is not to be the people of God. It is to serve the people vulnerable. Tonight Jesus will reveal Himself to the world
of God. So, as you have been called yourself, call others to under the forms of bread and wine: return to Him as you show
service and trust them once called.
forth Jesus with your words and your
Preach simply, clearly, and confidently we have the pearl of great price. lives. Tomorrow Jesus will be nailed
the Good News of Jesus in a way that
to the bare wood of the cross: return
what
we
need
is
not
innovation,
answers the questions on people’s
to Him who holds you so dear that
hearts. Above all, be ambitious for the
death must be destroyed so that He
but renewal
Kingdom. Think big. Week by week
can be with you for ever. On Sunday
you hold in your hands and show to God’s people bread Jesus will burst forth from the tomb: return to Him who has
transformed into the Body of the Living Christ. That is your transformed all creation and opened up the path to eternity
task. It is transformation. Remind yourself each day of that for those who follow Him. The most complicated problems
call.
have the simplest solutions. We can transform lives, we can
And for all of us, lay or ordained – we need to recover the transform communities, we can transform a nation. And we
heart of what it is to be baptised into Christ. In other words, can do so when we stay close to Jesus.
we need to go back again and again to Jesus. This Chrism
So be bold, stay close to Jesus, and remember the dignity of
Eucharist takes place as part of our preparation for the great your call. Your task is transformation. ND

The Very Revd Archimandrite Fr Ephrem Lash 1930 - 2016
Father Ephrem served in our parish from 2006. Although a
well-renowned scholar, an Athonite monk of the Monastery of
Dochiariou, a learned man of Oxford, for us he will always be
our simple parish priest, who looked after his flock well, and
was proud of his ‘old ladies’. Father Ephrem brought much light,
love and laughter to our community.
He will be remembered for his wit, his kind care and concern
for all, regardless of who they were or where they came from
and his cheerful character. He will be deeply missed by us all,
but everybody here feels privileged to have met him and
thankful that he passed through our lives.
May your rest be with the righteous! Memory Eternal, good
and faithful servant of the Lord!

The Leader of the Opposition, Mr Corbyn, pays his respects

F

r Ephrem Lash died on 15 March, aged 85. A priest of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain, he was for
many years the Orthodox representative to the General
Synod, and was responsible for the translation of many
Orthodox liturgical texts into contemporary English. He was
made an Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne of
Constantinople in 2004, and in 2006 he moved to London,
where he ministered at the Church of Ss Anthony the Great
and John the Baptist, Holloway.
His parish released the following statement:
It is with great sadness that we announce the repose of our
much beloved parish priest, and Archimandrite of the
Ecumenical Throne, Father Ephrem. He passed away
peacefully in his sleep on Tuesday 15th March 2016 having
gone home from the Church services for the beginning of
[Orthodox] Lent and spending a lovely afternoon with the
parishioners.
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His Eminence Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and
Great Britain led the funeral rites on 31 March. Memory
Eternal! ND
www.orthodox-islington.org.uk
PHOTOS ALEXIOS GENNARIS

Archbishop Gregorios looks on as the body is censed

Our Lady and the Catholic Revival
William Davage on the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Catholic Movement in the CofE
Bouverie Pusey, were all Fellows of Oriel College in Oxford,
whose corporate designation is ‘The Provost and Scholars of
the House of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Oxford, commonly
called Oriel College of the Foundation of Edward II of famous
memory, sometime King of England’. Oriel is one of three
Oxford colleges dedicated to Our Lady: the others are the
College of the Blessed Virgin Mary and All Saints (Lincoln)
and St Mary College of Winchester in Oxford (New).
The other early connection is with the University Church,
where John Keble preached the Assize Sermon on National
Apostasy in July 1833, and where John Henry Newman was
Vicar until a little while before his secession to Rome in 1845.
his scene from A. N. Wilson’s book Unguarded Hours The church is dedicated to St Mary the Virgin, and in a niche
has a certain timeless quality – as well as a degree of above the south-west door there is an image of the Virgin and
embarrassing realism – for it shows with comic Child, crowned and sceptred, set amidst barley-sugar pillars
vividness the tensions that exist in the Church of England over and cherub masks, which was set up there in 1637 when
the place and the proper role of Our
William Laud was Chancellor. This
Lady. Indeed, even the use of the
image of Our Lady as Queen and
term ‘Our Lady’ marks us out as
Mother was defaced in 1641 when
Catholics of one sort or another.
Oxford fell briefly into the hands of
Perhaps the quarrels are not as hot
the Roundheads: a rebel soldier shot
as they once were, although they
off the head of Our Lady and that of
still remain real enough. At my First
the Holy Child. The statue was
Mass – where most, if not all of the
restored in 1662, shortly after the
privileges that conventionally
Restoration of the monarchy itself.
attend such occasions were
Here, in this image, is a potent
exercised, including offering flowers
physical symbol and iconic link with
to Our Lady – a liberal Evangelical
the Oxford Movement and the time
who had been ordained with me,
of the Caroline Divines to whom the
and was part of a small, very
founders of the Movement often
friendly but diverse Postmade appeal.
Ordination Training Group, came
The Oxford Movement did not
and much enjoyed it; but he said
spring out of nothing. It had
that he was sorry not to have been
antecedents and several fruitful
able to sing all the hymns because
tracks can be found through a High
they seemed to be all about Mary.
Church eighteenth century tradition
My friend had entered a
– in Samuel Johnson, for example –
different world in his encounter
to the Non Jurors, to the classical
with Anglo-Catholicism; but we
Anglicanism of the seventeenth
might experience similar feelings if
century, to William Laud, and back
Our Lady over the City of London
were we to go, say, to All Souls,
to the Pilgrimage of Grace in the
Martin Travers
Langham Place, or to Holy Trinity,
reign of Henry VIII. Our Lady did
Brompton. For us, Our Lady is part of the indispensable ‘given’ not disappear from English church life at the Reformation. She
of our Christian and our Catholic story. As Bishop Michael may have suffered an eclipse but Anglican theology from the
Marshall said at a Catholic Renewal Conference in 1978, the Reformation to the Oxford Movement is not without a
Blessed Virgin Mary is ‘crucial in any Catholic Spirituality’2; substantial body of Marian material. Much is based on the
and his remark on that occasion was met by a burst of credal statement that Our Lord was ‘born of the Virgin Mary’.
applause. Such a sentiment was still then something of a Central to the theology of the Oxford Movement was and is
rallying cry.
the doctrine of the Incarnation, the essential truth that God
On one simple and obvious level Our Lady has been part of dwelt with man in the person of Jesus Christ: ‘the Word was
the Oxford Movement from its very beginning. The three made flesh and dwelt among us’.3 Christ was both God and
principal figures of the Movement in the early nineteenth man. This emphasis on the Incarnation of Our Lord, rather
century, John Keble, John Henry Newman, and Edward than upon the Atonement, which was more emphasised by
‘Hoity Toity!’ interjected Stevie with great vehemence. ‘Some
people don’t know what’s good for them. If I was them I’d be
jolly glad of a whiff of the old holy smoke on Sundays. A few
processions of Our Lady of Walsingham wouldn’t come amiss
either.’
‘I think there’s too much talk about the Virgin Mary, and the
Holy Communion for that matter,’ said a disgruntled looking
man who hadn’t spoken until this point.
Mention of these two topics seemed to make everyone in the
room angry. Something of a quarrel developed and Stevie took
part in it very robustly.1

T
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Protestants, was the basis for the belief and practices
associated with Our Lady, as well as with the fundamental
realities of the dignity of man, the kingdom of God on earth,
and the organic nature of the Church as a divine society rather
than a merely social institution in and of the world.
The pivotal role of Our Lady in the Incarnation places her
within the sphere of theological discourse, and places her
within that sphere in the writings of Anglican Divines in the
centuries before the Oxford Movement. There is a steady, if
not overwhelming, stream of Anglican theology which
engages with Our Lady as a woman of prophecy and the
second Eve, as one pre-eminent in grace and perfection, as
Mother of God, as Mother of the Faithful, as pre-eminent in
glory.4 In the three hundred years of Anglican writing about
Our Lady before the Oxford Movement, the most significant
aspect dealt with was her virginity. This prominence given to
her virginity was because the virgin conception was regarded
as being directly related to Christ as the second Adam and the
perfect sacrifice. Virginity was seen as a special grace and
perfection, and an intrinsic part of the honour due to her for
her freely given instrumentality in Our Lord’s Incarnation.5
However, it must be admitted that although serious and
careful Marian theology may be found between the
Reformation and the Oxford Movement, there is also a
substantial – often vulgar and abusive – polemic, mainly
directed against popular Marian theology and devotional
practices in the Roman Church. As part of this antipathy the
use of the title of Our Lady disappeared, other than in the
commercial usage of Lady Day: 25 March, the Annunciation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as it appears in the Book of
Common Prayer. It re-appeared in 1843 in a children’s
catechism, only to be denigrated: ‘What is this day commonly
called in civil transactions? Lady Day. Is it right to give the
Virgin Mother of Our Lord the title of Our Lady? It is very
dangerous to do so; and the use of that title and the hundred others
of Queen of Heaven, Mother of Mercies is much to be deprecated.’
By 1866, however, in the Annotated Book of Common Prayer,
John Henry Blunt was able to say that the authorised title of
25 March was ‘the Annunciation of Our Lady, or the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary’.6
There are clearly advances and developments in the
recovery of Marian doctrine throughout the nineteenth
century, but the progression is not linear. There is, in fact, a
rather complicated picture. There is certainly a discernible
division between the early Tractarians and their successors
who transformed into Anglo-Catholics. What we call
ourselves to express our ecclesial identity has always been a
problem: Catholics; Anglo-Catholics; Anglican Catholics;
Catholic Anglicans; Prayer-Book Catholics; Anglican-Missal
Catholics; English-Missal Catholics; Anglo-Papalists. Is it the
Oxford Movement, or did that end in 1845? Is it the Catholic
Movement, then, or perhaps the Catholic Revival? How many
phrases are there? Putting aside these teasing problems of
nomenclature, it is possible to say, in broad terms, that the
early proponents of the Oxford Movement exhibited a caution
and a circumspection about Marian doctrine and devotion
which would not have pleased Stevie. However, by the end of
the nineteenth century and throughout the twentieth – when
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Tractarianism had transmuted into Anglo-Catholicism, which
seems the best overall title – there was a more overt and a
markedly less cautious devotion to Our Lady that would have
had Stevie swooning with joy. This early circumspection grew
from political reality, exercising the art of the possible, rather
than from any entirely doctrinal reservation – although there
was some of that. At the base of the Oxford Movement, in its
critique of the Church of England, was the appeal it made to
the early, primitive Church: the Church of the Apostolic age.
In that appeal there were no grounds for accepting one
component, such as apostolic succession, and rejecting another
component, such as the Marian doctrines. However, the early
Oxford Fathers propounded that which was politically
expedient and politically possible, and they were prepared to
adopt what they believed was acceptable to the Church of
England. That caution and political calculation should be set
against the background of the endemic Protestantism and
anti-Catholicism that had been inculcated in the English
psyche and which still has its echoes today. Later AngloCatholics would have no such hesitation. ND
To be continued.
The Revd William Davage is a former Priest Librarian of Pusey
House. We are grateful for permission to serialise this paper, which
originated as a lecture given to the Society of Mary in 2003 and
appeared in the Pusey House Journal in 2004.
1

A. N. Wilson, Unguarded Hours, London: Hamlyn (1978), 97.
Church Times, 7 April 1978. In W. S. F. Pickering, Anglo-Catholicism:
A study in religious ambiguity London: Routledge (1989), 39.
3
John 1.14
4
See James A. Shuel, The Blessed Virgin Mary in Three Centuries of
Anglicanism, Ottowa: A. C. Convent Society (1978).
5
Ibid, 33
6
Ibid, 113
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Meanwhile, in Lusaka...

walsingham way
Graham Lunn writes with some recent news from East Anglia

T

he Norfolk sky is variably beautifully clear and
dismally grey, the pheasant have been shot and the
pigeons multiply, and the Holy House of England’s
Nazareth flickers, as ever, in candlelight. Between the
Immaculate Conception and Candlemass the Shrine has no
resident pilgrims, giving the staff a chance to brush up on
cleaning, painting, and decorating skills. The ‘pilgrimage
season’ kicked off with a bang, or rather, with the sound of the
wheeling suitcases of around 180 clergy arriving for the annual
Priests and Deacons Retreat Pilgrimage. Edifying addresses
from Bishops Rowan Williams and Dominic Walker and the
Dean of Worcester on the theme of Friendship set the tone for
a week of prayer, study, and fellowship.
Our biggest Children’s Weekend for many years was, of
course, much fun, even if the Shrine Priest felt it politic to let
the Interim Priest Administrator win at giant Jenga (other
block-based garden games are available). The aforementioned
Administrator is Fr Philip Barnes, a marvellous re-addition to
the home team, he having served as Shrine Priest in the nottoo-distant past. He was licensed by the Bishop of Norwich,
who remarked on the ‘elastic band’ attached to clergy who have
been in his diocese, though they should stray as far as ‘the
people’s republic of Willesden’.
The Walsingham Partnership is a group of pilgrims who

commit to support particular projects at the Shrine in a
planned programme of giving. Around 120 of these friends
came for a weekend in February, during which the pilgrimage
programme was supplemented with informative updates on
the Shrine’s work, an excellent lecture on medieval pilgrimage,
a delicious dinner, and indescribable entertainment from our
resident duo, Plunge and Gusset.
Partly because for the first thirty-seven years of the Shrine’s
refounded life the Administrator of the Shrine and the Vicar
of Walsingham were one and the same remarkable character,
the Shrine defers to the Parish Church on Sundays (when
there is no Sung Mass in the Shrine) and at other times of the
year, such as Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum. This year’s
spiritual guide for these great celebrations was Fr John
Gribben CR, a Guardian of the Shrine, who spoke with his
characteristic charm and ability to move deeply. Not to
consider an Ulsterman a foreigner, but Fr John is not the only
recent visitor from beyond the mainland – 1000 Filipino
pilgrims on Palm Sunday and nearly 100 Swedish guests in
Easter Week continue to make the poem of Robert Lowell ring
true: ‘and the world shall come to Walsingham’.

ND

The Revd Graham Lunn is Shrine Priest at
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham
SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
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Remembering Sister wendy
Sr Wendy Renate Rhodes SOLR – or just ‘Sister Wendy’, as she was known to the many thousands who pass through
Walsingham each year – died on 23 March, aged 64.
Fr Alex Lane writes:

W

endy’s father was in the army, and so Wendy and
her younger sister, Denise – ‘our Denise’, as
Wendy always called her – had to adapt to a
number of new schools as the family moved around with the
army. ‘I was always the new girl,’ she used to say. Eventually the
family settled in Stain Cross, Barnsley.
On leaving school, Wendy went to work in the nearby
Suba-Seal factory, which manufactured rubber. Both her
parents worked for Suba-Seal, and so did Denise. Wendy
stayed there until she went to the Priory in Walsingham at the
end of the 1970s; and afterwards every hot-water bottle
purchased by the Priory was subject to Wendy’s scrutiny
before being put in to use!
Before joining the Community, Wendy regularly attended
her Parish Church and had a very strong, deep faith. She
considered a vocation with the Church Army, but her Parish
Priest directed her to the Society of St Margaret at
Walsingham, although Wendy had never visited Walsingham
before – not even as a pilgrim. After only a few weeks at the
Priory Wendy had made up her mind that this life was
definitely not for her, and she returned to Barnsley. After being
back home for a fortnight, however, she felt a strong pull to go
back to Walsingham. She returned and entered the Novitiate.
Wendy was much younger than the other Sisters; but
although she was greatly loved by them, her mischievous
nature meant that she was the one member of the Novitiate
at that time who was not expected to make it through to
Profession. In the end, however, she was the only one who
stayed.
Wendy once described her experience of making her
confession at Walsingham for the first time. As soon as she had
knelt down in front of her Confessor, she immediately rose to
her feet and said to him ‘I have nothing to confess, because
there is no scope for sinning here.’ The second time she went
to confession she told the priest that she had discovered there
was plenty of scope for sinning at Walsingham, and proceeded
to make her confession!
During Wendy’s years of formation the Priory at
Walsingham returned to being a branch house of St Saviour’s
Priory in Haggerston, which meant that Wendy had to wait
longer for election to Life Profession so that the Sisters in
London could get to know her before the election. It was a
difficult time for her, but by the grace of God she persevered
and was duly elected.
During her years as a young Sister she developed a
particularly special devotion to Our Lady following an
experience she received during her first visit to Medjugorje,
after which she never failed to recite her rosary every single
day. Early on in her time at Walsingham she worked in the
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laundry at the Priory, and assisted in the Shrine sacristy. She
often spoke about her trips around the village visiting various
people who were accommodating pilgrims in their homes – it
was the beginning of her prodigious visiting and coffeedrinking ministry.
Mgr Keith Newton writes:
Sr Wendy was one of the first three lay people to be received
into the Catholic Church through the Ordinariate of Our
Lady of Walsingham on 1 January 2011. Along with Sister Jane
Louise, she later returned to Walsingham to work at the
Catholic Shrine – in Sr Wendy’s case as one of the welcomers
and sacristans. Her and her fellow sisters’ prayers were a great
support to all the people who would later that year make the
decision to come into the Ordinariate themselves. Sr Wendy
will be sorely missed by all members of the Ordinariate, by all
those who knew her from her days at the Anglican Shrine, by
the family of the Catholic Shrine, and especially by Sister Jane
Louise whom we keep especially in our prayers. ND
Sister Wendy’s death will have come as a great shock to all those
who knew her. She was very greatly loved, and everyone at New
Directions sends sympathy to her family, and to Sr Jane Louise
SOLR, whom we know will particularly feel her loss. We miss her
already, and it is hard to imagine Walsingham without her. May
she rest in peace.

Mary the Mother of Jesus

A

creative and friendly inter-faith dynamic continues in the parish of Small Heath, Birmingham. The Hussainia
Mosque and All Saints’ Church plan to host a day of lectures on the subject of Mary – a figure of great
prominence in both faiths – on 28 May. Talks on the infancy narratives and Mary and the Passion will be given,
along with others on the subject of ‘Mary in her own right’ and ‘Mary, custodian of the Divine Word’. It is hoped that the
day-long event will provide a time of community fellowship and friendship, and a time to learn from two different faithperspectives. Confirmed speakers are Dr Margaret Barker, author of Temple Theology; Shaykh Arif Abdul Hussain,
Director of the Al-Mahdi Institute; Safia Tharoo, barrister; and the Rt Revd Dr Martin Warner, Bishop of Chichester.
In addition there will be time to talk informally and to enjoy lunch, which will reflect the rich variety of cuisines available
in this diverse part of Birmingham.
This event is one of a series of occasions in which the two communities have come together to share in each other’s
life and work in the area. Most recently, volunteers from the Hussainia Mosque have given valued support to the Winter
Night Shelter at All Saints’, and both communities have shared in tours of their respective places of worship. Members
of both faith groups have taken part in activities and fasting during Lent and Ramadan, and continue in their commitment
to share as closely as possible the mutual service of the people of Small Heath.
In addition, the event forms part of a larger series of shared meals and conversations known as the Small Heath
Table, in which people from a large range of religious backgrounds and traditions are represented. This group meets on
a monthly basis, with the intention of maximising the potential for good discussion and friendship.
Both the Hussainia Youth Committee and All Saints’ Church Small heath extend a warm and cordial invitation to
all to share in this opportunity to grow in understanding and knowledge of a figure deeply honoured by both faiths.
Anthony Murley

‘In her Shrine see the honour of Mary restored’

SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM

The translation of the image of Our Lady of Walsingham from the Parish Church to the Holy House on 15 October 1931.
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Letters to the Editor
From Mr Malcolm Kemp
My Lord –
I found Fr Paschal Worton’s article ‘Under the Mercy’ in last
month’s New Directions interesting and helpful, and I look
forward to reading more of it. I also found the article nostalgic
and rather sad, because I knew Fr Denis Marsh SSF quite well
in the first half of the 1960s. He stayed for long periods with
his sister in Brighton: partly recovering from health problems,
and partly to give him space to write his biography of Fr Algy
[Robertson]. I was a teenage server at All Souls’ Church
(which closed at Easter 1967), and Fr Denis used to help there
whenever he was in Brighton.
I know a number of people who knew him in later life
when the arthritis had set in, and who have described him to
me grumpy, impatient, and bad tempered; and yet when I
knew him he was so different. I remember him as a fun-loving,
energetic, and outgoing man with a wonderful sense of
humour and love of jazz. I often served early weekday Masses
for him, and he always got me to drink for him the flask of hot
milk which two elderly sisters used to bring for him – because
he claimed he couldn’t stand hot milk. I remember clearly to
this day a sermon he preached at High Mass whilst wearing a
biretta instead of his cowl, and acting as liturgical deacon. He
began by noting with amusement that the vicar had asked him
to preach on what Mothering Sunday, April Fools’ Day, and
one of only two days in the year when he was required to wear
pink vestments. He then went on to preach a wonderful,
pastoral sermon on coming to the Altar to receive the Bread
of Life when one’s next door neighbour hadn’t got anything to
eat. I remember him turning up, with a large broom as a
walking aid, to celebrate High Mass on the Sunday after
Christmas in 1962 when it had been snowing very heavily. The
Vicar’s letter in the February parish magazine noted that Fr
Denis had turned up ‘not on, but certainly with the aid of, his
broomstick’. The Vicar, Fr Cecil Curwen, was a very shy,
introverted man; and Fr Denis was a perfect foil. A retired
priest-friend of mine tells me that, when starting as
undergraduate at Cambridge in the late 1940s, Fr Denis was
the first priest he met there, and he remembers how kind and
helpful he was. Another friend, long dead, remembered him
at Lancing College, where they were both stationed during the
war, and also found him helpful and much fun.
It is indeed sad that so many of those still living, and who
knew Fr Denis, have only memories of him when he was so
disabled and in so much pain.
MALCOLM KEMP
Brighton
From Mrs Mary Hopson
My Lord –
What a very fine ‘The Way We Live Now’ column in April’s
New Directions! Thank you for printing it.
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I would, however, take a further step forward than the
writer and emphasise that traditionalist Christians – those
who believe that the Church should boldly lead the world
rather than feebly follow it – are already potentially ‘in Dan
Walker’s shoes’. In so far as Christianity is tolerated by the
establishment at all today in this once-Christian country, it is
the so-called liberal kind that is tolerated. The systematic
suppression of traditionalist kinds by the state began a good
many years ago and has since increased to an extent that, to
many, it must appear unstoppable.
I believe that we so-far-relatively-unscathed should
support Dan Walker and his like all we can – if not directly,
then through one of the several Christian organisations that,
mercifully, exist to support those persecuted for their faith:
the Christian Institute, Christian Concern, the Christian Legal
Centre, and so on. Still more, we should prepare ourselves to
follow their godly example and face some degree of
persecution too.
It is not, perhaps, necessary for me to add that what is at
stake here, besides the defending of our belief in the
fundamentals of the Faith, is the defending of Free Speech.
MARY HOPSON
Monmouth
From Mr Febrin LePadden
My Lord –
A chill wind of foreboding has been blowing through the
scientific community of late, since the discovery of CRISPR,
the new gene-editing procedure. By means of this technique,
geneticists can easily and cheaply edit the DNA (containing
all the information needed to build and maintain an organism)
in human sperm and egg cells. Any changes made, for good or
ill, are heritable – passing down through all subsequent
generations. The implications are alarming – and when
scientists start using words like ‘disturbing’ and ‘frightening’,
it’s time for the rest of us to sit up and take notice.
The manipulation of human life has been foreseen for
years. Books, fiction and non-fiction, have dealt with the
subject in depth; and in the latter category one of the very best
is C. S. Lewis’s The Abolition of Man. First published as long ago
as 1943, it is still in print.
The book is very slight (just three chapters long) but bears
all the hallmarks of sustained deep thought: it’s a real tour-deforce, and couldn’t be more topical. I would urge all New
Directions readers who are concerned about the advances in
genetic engineering, and who perhaps want to get their
thinking straight on the matter, to obtain a copy and give it
their full attention: I can’t believe they will regret doing so.
FEBRIN LEPADDEN
Thornton Heath
Surrey

faith of
our
fathers

Arthur Middleton on Pastoral Ministry

T

he context of priests and
pastors must always be ecclesial
rather than secular, and rooted
in a living relationship to Christian
revelation: Baptism, the Eucharist, the
ministry of Word and Sacrament, and
the grace of orders out of which pastoral
care emerges and to which it is
accountable. If our priestly ministry is a
ministry of reconciliation we need to
know in what sense pastoral theology is
and remains theology. This will help us
to determine the classical model of the
pastoral office and what pastoral care is.
In order to recover this identity we will
need to allow the tradition to be our
teacher and guide.
Pastoral Theology
In that tradition we discover that the
term pastoral theology is unknown to
antiquity, but the science is as old as the
Church itself. It appears in the many
instructions Jesus gave to his Apostles
for the cure of souls. It is there in the
pastoral letters of Paul, and with the
detailed instructions they gave to
Timothy and to Titus in regard to the
sacred ministry. But the term itself
originated in Germany in the eighteenth
century, on the title-page in Jacobi’s
Introduction to Pastoral Theology in 1760,
and was made more popular in 1797 by
Johann Sailer’s Lectures on Pastoral
Theology. It was not adopted in England
until the nineteenth century, when in
1836 an Act of Parliament endowed a
chair of Pastoral Theology at Oxford.
So we find no treatise entitled
Pastoral Theology in patristic divinity or
among the Fathers. They wrote of the
duties and qualifications for Christian
ministry, giving various titles to their
treatises. Gregory Nazianzen called his
an Apologia or Self-Defence, and John
Chrysostom called his On the Priesthood.
Ambrose wrote De Officiis Ministorum,
and Jerome’s Letter to Nepotianus has
the title De Vita Clericorum. Augustine’s
De Doctrina Christiana and De
Catechizandis Rudibus may both be called
‘pastoral essays’. Most famous of all, and
written primarily for bishops, is Gregory

the Great’s Liber Regulae Pastoralis. None
of these Fathers treated the subject as a
department of theology, or gave a
scientific form to his discourse.
Similarly in Anglican divinity there
is no treatise on Pastoral Theology
properly so-called. There are a number
of classical works, which include Bishop
Burnet’s Discourse on Pastoral Care,
published in 1692 to raise the standards
of ordination candidates in the diocese
of Salisbury; Archdeacon Wilson Evans’
The Bishoprick of Soulsl; William Perkins’
Of the Calling of the Ministry, George
Herbert’s A Priest to the Temple, Thomas
Fuller’s Pastor and People, and Richard
Baxter’s The Reformed Pastor. In 1852
John James Blunt published his On the
Duties of the Parish Priest, a series of
practical counsels given as lectures to
young men about to undertake the
charge of a parish.
Gregory Nazianzen points out that
Pastoral Theology should be to theology
what the rules of an art are to the science
on which it rests: an application of the
truths of theology to the practical
ministry of souls. He claims that being a
healer of men is much more difficult
than being a leader of men: the medicine
of the cure of souls is more subtle than
that of bodies. The Incarnation is the
medicine of the soul, undoing the Fall
and bringing man to the Tree of Life.
The office of a priest is to administer this
medicine, and theological training is
therefore as necessary to the priest as
medical training is to the physician.
Johann Sailer
The nearest approach to this scientific
treatment of pastoral theology came
from the Jesuit Johann Sailer, Professor
of Pastoral Theology and Ethics at
Dillingen in 1794, and Bishop of
Ratisbon from 1829 until his death in
1832. His Lectures on Pastoral Theology
have not yet been translated into
English. Sailer’s age was dominated by
the Enlightenment, which disputed the
fundamental dogmas of Christianity
and was characterised by externalism,
contempt for Christian mysticism,

worldliness of the clergy, degradation of
the pulpit by the treatment of secular
topics, a relaxation of ecclesiastical
discipline, and a one-sided training of
the mind in education. Sailer opposed to
these destructive tendencies his defence
of faith in Christ and the fundamental
principles of Christianity. His concern
was for an inner, living, practical
Christianity; for a faith that would
manifest itself in charity; for the
maintenance of godliness and for the
training of a pious and intelligent clergy;
that the pulpit should be reserved solely
for the preaching of the Gospel; and that
education should aim at the training
both of body and mind. As teacher,
parish priest, and preacher he was
responsible for reconciling large
numbers of people to Christianity and
the Church. Thanks to Sailer, German
piety – both Protestant and Catholic –
learned again to pray. Do not expect
from him any religious polemics: he
abhorred them. What he cherished was
the idea of cooperation between the
various Christian bodies against the
negations of infidelity. Sailer made a
breach in Rationalism by opposing to it
a piety in which both Christian bodies
could unite.
To be more particular: fundamental
to Sailer’s thesis in his lectures on
pastoral theology is the Fall of Man, and
his reconciliation with God made
possible by Jesus Christ and carried on
from age to age through the priestly
ministry of His Church. The Church is
itself the living realisation of this work
of reconciliation and the embodiment of
this reunion of men with God, and of
men with one another. This being the
mission of the Church there is a need for
priests and pastors by whom the
Church’s ministry shall be continually
carried on, and they will require a
double preparation: one scientific, which
will qualify them to teach and to
persuade; the other spiritual, which will
give them the will and motive to fulfil
these functions.

continued on page 35
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devotional
Arthur Middleton
Thoughts from Charles Gore
Our Lord concludes the Sermon on the
Mount with three emphatic and striking
warnings. We may describe them as the
Two Ways in life; the easy way of selfpleasing and the hard way of self-denial.
Many seek the first, few the second.
They lead directly away from one
another: the first is the way to death, the
second is the way to life.
Many voices of teachers in the world
speak fair-sounding words. But it is not
by words that we shall be judged by the
Son of Man, but by our characters.
There are many spiritual fabrics
which people raise and one seems very
much as good as the other; but the test
lies in their capacity to last. But no
spiritual fabric that is built on anything
else than the teaching of Our Lord that
concludes the Sermon on the Mount is
any good. Let us look at each of these
three warnings.
The Two Ways
Enter ye in By the narrow gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many be they that enter
in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and
straitened the way, that leadeth unto life,
and few be they that find it.
This is the ‘doctrine of the two ways’;
the easy way of self-pleasing, the difficult
way of duty. It strikes a chord in every
heart, in every intelligence, and nothing
needs to be said about it.
The Society of King Charles the Martyr

OAK APPLE DAY
Noon Saturday 28th May
S. Magnus the Martyr, City of London
EC3R 6DN

HIGH MASS
Mozart – Missa Brevis in C
Preacher: Fr Card-Reynolds,
Chaplain of the Society

ALL WELCOME
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But there is one question which in our
time arises instantly as we read these
words – are we to suppose that our Lord
is here saying that at the last many will
be ‘lost’ and few ‘saved’? Is this the
meaning of ‘Few be they that find it’?
To which Our Lord replied ‘Strive to
enter in by the narrow door.’ And on
another occasion, when Peter asked
about John the Baptist, Jesus said to him
‘what is that to you? Follow me.’ Beyond
all question, our Lord does not intend us
to know the answer to the questions
which our curiosity raises as to the
ultimate destinies of people. He fixes our
attention, we may say, on three great
principles:
• the character of God our Father, and
His impartial, individual, disciplinary
love;
• the final and universal victory of His
kingdom over all resisting forces
within and without;
• the critical character of our present life
with its capacities for good or for evil,
and the limitless consequences for
good or evil which flow from the
present attitude of each individual
towards his personal responsibilities.
In other words, Our Lord is saying
‘Many there be that are entering the
broad way; few there be that are finding
the narrow way.’ Thus what is always
found to be true in human experience is
that the person who wants to do his duty
has to be prepared to stand alone, or at
any rate to go against the majority. He
cannot tell the opportunities and
responsibilities that others may have (cf
Luke 13.33-49; John 21.21-22). He
knows that God is infinitely considerate,
and will do the best possible for every
soul that He has created; But he does
know his own responsibility and his own
duty, and in following that he will have
to take the hard way of going with the
few while watching the depressing
spectacle of the majority running to do
evil.

Character the one thing needful
Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are
ravening wolves. By their fruits ye shall
know them.
For our Lord hypocrisy is souldestroying: professing what we do not
practise, to care for the outward
appearance of morality and religion
while neglecting their inward essence.
Whether this be specially true of us or
no, we need to look to ourselves. In
literature, in journalism, in pulpits, in
political life, there are so many so-called
‘prophets’, so many remedy-mongers.
They speak fair words, and brilliant
success often seems to come their way.
‘Have we not prophesied in thy name,’
they cry, ‘and in thy name cast out devils,
and in thy name done many wonderful
works?’ But not all the fair-seeming
words, not all the brilliant, even miraculous successes, can compensate for the
absence of personal character. That is
the one thing to which our Lord looks.
He warns us that not the most brilliant
results can avail anything if we lack that
inner character which is like Christ’s. In
recent years how many in public life
have given the impression of integrity to
be caught up in scandal and not felt it
necessary to resign?’
This is a tremendous warning for
days of wide and somewhat vague
philanthropy, of charity fund-raising, of
restless activity, and of nervous anxiety
to make the reaching of targets the
measure of success, no matter how
achieved. It is a tremendous warning for
tabloid journalism, when everyone is
tempted to advertise – or to allow to be
advertised – sordid celebrity lifestyles,
and when everything is dragged
prematurely into publicity. Even those
who are working for Christ are apt to be
morbidly anxious to produce results
which can be tabulated in parish
magazines or on a priest’s CV, or even
proclaimed in newspapers. We need to
remember that all these results in
Christ’s eyes will not bear looking at,
except so far as they are the product of
inward Christian character, a character
which He can recognize as His own. For
He cannot accept anything, whatever its
orthodox profession, in which He does
not trace the lineaments of His own
character. ND

VIERGES NOIRES - 7
1

M

any ‘Black Virgin’ statues are
found in central France, round
the Auvergne: one of the finest is
found just north of Clermont-Ferrand, in the
village of Marsat (1: Puy-de-Dôme), a place of
pilgrimage for over a thousand years.

2

A very similar late twelfth-century example,
Notre-Dame de la Bonne-Mort, stood
forgotten for many years in the funerary
chapel of the bishops of Clermont.
Rediscovered in 1974, today this statue
occupies an honoured place in the chapel of St
Austremoine, behind the high altar of the
cathedral in Clermont-Ferrand (2: Puy-deDôme).

3

Further south, near the Luberon range of
mountains, the sanctuary of Goult-Lumières
(Vaucluse) is a more recent foundation. A
man had a vison of the Holy Child, covered in
light, at an ancient chapel of Our Lady there
in 1661, and the shrine – dedicated in 1699 by the
Bishop of Cavaillon – commemorates this. The modern
image of our Lady of Light (3) is at the centre of the
chapel, but many pilgrims head for the altar on the
south side of the crypt chapel, a place of fervent
intercession. Though the ancient statue of La Santo
Vierge Negro was stolen in 1978, it was rapidly replaced
by a copy, and devotion continues (4). ND

4

May 2016 ■ newdirections ■ 21

newdirections
Founded 1993
2a The Cloisters, Gordon Square
London WC1H 0AG
tel
020 7388 3588
fax
020 7387 3539
subscriptions
admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
advertising
m.silver@breathe.com
editor
nd.editor@forwardinfaith.com
all other enquiries
admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
Editorial Board
Editor:
Jonathan Baker
Reviews Editor: Tom Carpenter
Julian Browning
Colin Podmore
Christopher Smith

Subscriptions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent
free of charge to all members
of Forward in Faith.
Individual copies are sold at £3.00.
All subscription enquiries should
be addressed to FiF UK Oﬃce
at the address above.
Subscription for one year:
£30 (UK), £45 (Europe), £55 (Rest
of the World)

Advertising
Advertising Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
tel
01634 401611
email
m.silver@breathe.com
Classified ads rates: £20 for
one month (up to 50 words)
£40 for two months
£40 for three months
Series of advertisements in
excess of three months will also
be charged at £20 per month
with every third month free.
Additional words will be
charged at 50 pence for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc
Printed by Additional Curates Society

The next issue of newdirections
is published on 3 June

22 ■ newdirections ■ May 2016

Editorial
A

n uncommonly early Easter
brought Alleluia resounding back
at the end of March; but we
returned to the foot of the Cross all too
soon with the news from Lahore on Easter
Day. Dozens were killed in the park
bombings – including many children – and
although some commentators have
emphasised that non-Christian Pakistanis
also perished in the attack, we can hardly
regard its timing as a coincidence. As
Charles Moore observed in the Spectator
on 2 April, we might think that the
targeting of Christians on the holiest day of
the year would particularly horrify the
press in countries of Christian heritage; but
the Lahore outrage was soon eclipsed by the
Brussels bombings, in which – as horrific as
they were – fewer people died.
The reason for this is obvious: the way
of life in Brussels is very much like that in
London, or Paris, or Berlin, or Madrid;
while Pakistan, or Yemen, or Syria, seem
exotic and unfamiliar. But if the secular
media are content to ignore our coreligionists on the other side of the world
in order to focus on what they think are
more newsworthy stories in so-called
Christian Europe, then our duty to uphold
in prayer and action the Christian
population in areas under threat from ISIS
and the Taliban grows daily.
On that front, we can hardly forget the
plight of Fr Tom Uzhunnalil. He was
kidnapped in Yemen when an old people’s
home was attacked in early March: four
Missionaries of Charity and twelve others
were killed. It appears that the horrific
rumour that Fr Tom was crucified on Good
Friday was incorrect: we hope and pray for
his safety and imminent release.
***
The long-awaited papal document to
follow the Synods on the Family of 2014
and 2015 was released by the Vatican on 8
April. The title of the apostolic exhortation
Amoris Lætitia translates as ‘The Joy of
Love’, although some wags of a certain
vintage came up with a looser and more
mischievous rendering. The spellchecker of
one commentator lacked a grasp of Latin
and duly produced ‘A morous Lætitia’, which
led to a brief flurry of online memes based
on the nymphomaniac Mrs Cropley, The
Vicar of Dibley’s ‘Queen of Cordon-Bleurgh’.
Reactions to the document were predictably varied: too much for some, not
enough for others. The general consensus,
now that the dust has settled, seems to be
that the teachings of the Church remain

unaltered. Our own Fr Julian Browning
manfully made his way through entire text
as soon as it was released, and his
assessment of it leads this edition.
Meanwhile, the Welsh bench released a
pastoral letter on same-sex marriage which,
although it confirmed that there would be
no imminent change to the Canons – after
a consultative exercise it was clear that any
such Bill brought to Governing Body would
have failed – noted that the debate was not
over. It pointed out that ‘since 2005, the
Bench of Bishops has acknowledged that
there are a range of views with respect to
homosexuality, which have to be recognized
as “honest and legitimate differences”
within the diversity of opinion in the
Church in Wales.’ We look forward intently
to the recognition of the same ‘honest and
legitimate differences’ on the matter of
women’s ordination, and to the appointment of a Provincial Assistant Bishop
to succeed the Rt Revd David Thomas,
eight years after his retirement.
***
In the end, however, the news that the
Archbishop of Canterbury had been
fathered by the late Sir Anthony Montagu
Browne and not by Gavin Welby eclipsed
both the Pope and the Archbishop of
Wales. The headline effectively boiled
down to ‘Old Etonian’s father posher than
originally thought’; but it was deemed
newsworthy by all the major outlets, and
the way in which the matter was handled
by Lambeth Palace was exemplary.
Particular tribute is due to the grace and
fortitude shown by Archbishop Welby’s
mother, the Lady Williams of Elvel.
Perhaps the revelation serves to bolster
what many people have thought for a long
time: that Archbishop Welby is as much of
the Establishment as any of his
predecessors. Eton; Cambridge; a stepfather in the House of Lords who captained
Oxford at cricket; two Gartered greatuncles, one of whom was Rab Butler; and
now a biological father who turns out to
have been Winston Churchill’s private
secretary. The Archbishop, however – all
credit to him – used a high-octane press
release as another opportunity to preach
the Gospel:
My own experience is typical of many
people. To find that one's father is other than
imagined is not unusual... [But] I know that
I find who I am in Jesus Christ, not in genetics,
and my identity in him never changes.
We do not see eye-to-eye with His
Grace on everything , of course; but in this
statement we concur wholeheartedly. ND

the way we live now
Christopher Smith marvels at the transforming power of self-identification
I have had mice in the vicarage. This
hardly surprised me in central London,
where it is commonly held that you are
never more than three yards away from
a rat; but, even so, I wasn’t keen on the
idea of sharing my home with uninvited
guests, particularly when I saw a mouse
in the bedroom. So I set about getting
quotations for their destruction from
pest-control firms, which not only
turned out to be eye-watering, but also
to have no real guarantee of success.
In due course, I learned that the
council would do some work at a
relatively cheap rate, and early this year
their chap came and told me what I
think I already knew: you can kill one lot
of mice, then another contingent will
come and take their place. ‘Do you know
what I’d do?’ he asked. I knew what was
coming. ‘Get a cat.’ So I got a cat. She’s
called Bella, and she came from the
rescue centre in Wood Green. To date,
she has brought me one dead mouse, and
has made her presence felt to such an
extent that no others have dared show
themselves in public. For those who are
interested in these details, she is a
‘domestic short-haired tabby’ – and as I
write she is asleep on my bed, looking
super-cute.
Imagine my surprise, then, when I
discovered that the latest PC trend –
declaring that you are not the sex
everybody thought you were – has been
extended to cats. Some daft journalist in
America (and don’t think it couldn’t
happen here!) has acquired some female
cats after having previously had male
cats; and, to save all that worry about
getting the pronouns right, she has
‘decided to raise the cats to be gender
neutral’. So each individual cat is not ‘she’,
but ‘they’, and not ‘her’, but ‘them’. ‘I
reasoned it would help me learn to use
plural pronouns for my friends,
neighbours and colleagues who
individually go by they, their and them.’
One cannot help but wonder who these
myriad ‘friends, neighbours and
colleagues’ actually are, but she does feel
that her grammatical inelegance is ‘the

most popular solution to the question of
how to identify people without
requiring them to conform to the gender
binary of female and male’. Interestingly
and confusingly, I note that the plural
pronoun governs the rest of the
sentence: when one of the cats needed to
go to the vet, ‘They were really sick’,
rather than ‘They was really sick’. I think
I would have preferred the latter, given
that the verb itself is non-genderspecific, and the construction would
show the whole business up for the
nonsense that it is.
But this is cat life merely reflecting
human life. The nonsense being
projected onto those cats will not harm
them – what should concern us more is
the question of the damage that may be
being done in the human world. There
is no doubt that, according to the way we
live now, the latest PC ‘thing’ is that a
binary approach to people’s sex is not
good. ‘Gender fluidity’ is the ‘thing’: I am
whichever sex I declare myself to be, or
I may be one of a vast number of
‘genders’, uncontainable by the rules of
grammar or human biology. There are
long lists of them on the internet – many
of them, surely, put there out of mischief
– but most of them implying that
somehow you can be something other
than male or female, or that you can
switch between the two.
Now, I can see some advantages in
being able to do just that. Gentlemen’s
lavatories in public houses are not
always charming, and may be some
distance from the bar; how useful to be
able to declare my gender ‘female’ for a
couple of minutes and use the other
facilities, if they are warmer and nearer.
I’ve got a funny feeling that, in most
boozers, I’d swiftly be given my marching
orders by the landlord; but I noticed
recently that in a new and trendy cafébar behind the National Theatre there
are six cubicles (and only cubicles) with
no signs telling us which to use, thus
avoiding bullying us into selecting a
gender according to outmoded
stereotypes.

As if to prove how sensitive this all is
at the moment, that hoary old feminist
Germaine Greer got into terrible trouble
recently when she said, ‘If you’re a 50year-old truck driver who’s had four
children with a wife and you’ve decided
the whole time you’ve been a woman, I
think you’re probably wrong.’ No, no, Dr
Greer: if the 50-year-old truck driver
says he’s a woman, who are you to argue?
There is, however, some consolation
to be had in all this, which is that this
kind of Political Correctness is so
illogical and inconsistent that sometimes
it simply can’t hold itself together. I
couldn’t help but laugh out loud at the
story of the woman who, having
accepted a place at an all-female
university in the United States, decided
she was a man and was therefore told
that, as a white male, she couldn’t stand
for election as Diversity Officer. She
missed a trick, really: she should have
declared herself non-white and all would
have been well, like the white woman
who told everybody she was black, and
took a post with the American National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People. Eventually, though,
childhood photographs revealed that she
was naturally blonde, pale and freckled.
Now if you’ll excuse me, I must go and
check on the cat, who has just declared
herself Bishop of Birmingham. ND
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views, reviews and previews
art
BOTTICELLI REIMAGINED
Victoria and Albert Museum
until 3rd July
I do not know whether the curators of
this show are cynical, stupid, or
deviously brilliant – cynical to promote
so much trash; stupid not to know the
trash is trash; or deviously brilliant to
show that, compared to Botticelli,
widely promoted contemporary art is
trash. Since New Directions is a positive
and hopeful magazine, let’s say the
curators are deviously brilliant.
The show is divided into three. The
first third is black-lined and displays
twentieth- and twenty-first-century
pastiches, borrowings, and copies of the
works of Botticelli, notably ‘The Birth of
Venus’ (the original is safe at home in the
Uffizi). These are stuck on or applied to
a whole range of media. There is a boring
film by Bill Viola. There is Californian
kitsch from David LaChapelle. There are
uninteresting Warhols and an uninteresting Magritte. There is also the
kind of stuff that is sold in museum
shops – and you cannot leave the
exhibition except via the shop – though
since it has been ‘designed’ it will cost
you a lot more. These reimaginings have
no wit, no insight, no style. Their only
purpose must be to highlight how great
an artist Botticelli is in comparison: so
the curators express their contempt not
for the punter but for modern art. But
they wittily begin with a real twentiethcentury icon, Ursula Andress, emerging
out of the sea to the delight of Sean
Connery in ‘Dr No.’
The second room takes us back to the
nineteenth century. This is a grey room,
filled with toned-down Victorian erotic
fantasy. It’s the kind of thing the V&A
must have by the yard and, yes, you can
see how Botticelli might have set off
Dante Gabriel Rossetti and William
Morris. Technically these are assured
works compared to the wonkiness of
Botticelli’s own perspective; but, as
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Gwendolen Fairfax says of the name
‘John’, ‘there are no vibrations.’
The final room is white and there is
no shortage of vibrations here. A good
number of works by Botticelli and his
school are crammed in – no danger of
iconic isolation. The quality is mixed;
but the good are great. Nothing in the
previous rooms is remotely comparable
– proof, if needed, that works of
technical skill or modern methods of
reproduction do not measure up to
the imagination of one of the Florentine
greats if at the same time they lack
philosophical vigour or strength of spirit.
In Botticelli the vigour and the spirit
are there in his belief in and love of
beauty. Botticelli sees the female form
not just as erotic but as rapturously
feminine, even incarnational. For the
erotic you will have to go to the National
Gallery and see its post-coital ‘Mars
and Venus.’ But at the V&A there is a
great beauty, Simonetta Vespucci, whose
portrait became idealised as Venus.
And for a more Neo-Platonic version of
female beauty there is the Uffizi’s ‘Pallas
and the Centaur’. There are also
paintings of pretty young noblemen,
much admired by Bernard Berenson.
However, the strongest pictures are
the religious ones: the ones unused
by the re-imaginers. Under the influence
of the Dominican Girolamo Savonarola,
Botticelli turned to a heartfelt faith.
Sadly, this meant that he destroyed
a number of his more pagan works.
But the post-Savonarola religious works

have real power. Among them, a
Crucifixion stands out. It shows a
tranquil Christ who looks down on
a flame-haired Magdalen. She is the
focus of the picture as she grips the cross
with a headlong and terrible energy. Her
pose and integrity are echoed by an
earlier painting of a pair of angels in
flight, part of an altarpiece at the
Hermitage. There is nothing in the
exhibition like the emotional force of the
Magdalen. It’s a long way from the
Duchampian games of the show’s first
room, and puts to shame most
Conceptual Art for the shallow stuff it
is.
Much gentler and more typical of
Botticelli’s career as a whole are the
earlier renditions of the Madonna and
Child: the place where beauty and truth
meet. The opportunity to see in London
the ‘Chigi’ Madonna should not be
missed. But above all Vienna’s ‘Madonna
and Child with two angels’ must be seen.
More than most pictures, reproduction
cannot do it justice. For once Botticelli
has got most of the perspective right, and
there is a patch of pale skin at the
Madonna’s throat which is both human
and transfigured into divine beauty. No
other painter in the show values a
woman like that or sees where body and
soul come together and mould each
other. It is a highlight of pigment and
spirit, and in this picture Botticelli adds
to life because he believes in life. His
reimaginers do neither.
Owen Higgs

books
JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
A Portrait in Letters
Roderick Strange (ed.)
Oxford University Press, 595pp, hbk
ISBN 978 0 19 960414 2 £30
The distinguished biographer Philip
Ziegler recounts at the beginning of his
official biography of Lord Mountbatten
that, in the course of writing his
narrative, from time to time the
behaviour of his subject so exasperated
him that he resorted to propping up in a
prominent position on his desk a piece
of card bearing the words ‘He was a great
man.’ The modern biography has
adopted a ‘warts and all’ approach to its
subjects, outlining their failings as much
as their achievements, in preference to
the Victorians’ lapidary embalming of
their subject; and that sometimes
overly-disrespectful approach was
pioneered by Lytton Strachey in Eminent
Victorians. His silkily malicious essay on
Cardinal Manning is, one may think, as
much about Newman as Manning; and
his insinuations have coloured many
views of both ‘convert cardinals’ ever
since.
This
volume
of
Newman’s
correspondence is not a biography,
although Roderick Strange’s cogent
introductions to each section and the
footnotes to the letters almost make it
one. Strange, himself a distinguished
writer on Newman and the author of
one of the best short books on him
(short books on Newman do exist) has
skilfully condensed into one volume the
magisterial thirty-two volumes of
Newman’s correspondence, published by
Oxford University Press between 1961
and 2008 under the editorship of Father
Stephen Dessain of the Birmingham
Oratory. There is much in it, however,
that would have rejoiced the cynical
biographical heart of Strachey.
There is the evidence of Manning’s
failure to produce to the papal
authorities Newman’s bishop’s letter
explaining Newman’s concerns at
residing as a cardinal in Rome, an
omission that allowed Manning to

represent those concerns as a refusal of
the cardinal’s hat. There is a lordly put
down to a papal monsignor seeking him
as a lecturer in Rome: ‘Birmingham
people have souls, and I have neither
taste nor talent for the sort of work
which you cut out for me; and I beg to
decline your offer.’
One wonders how his sister Jemima
ever spoke to him again after Newman
wrote a letter to her that begins ‘At the
end of more years than I can count I
have an invitation from you to Derby’,
and which ends, ‘It is impossible I should
come – but I am glad to have what I
never have had for so long.’ Even
Ambrose St John was sometimes the
target of rebuke.

These evidences of Newman’s human
temperament, however, demonstrate
one of the key virtues of this generously
ample volume of letters. For those who
have not the strength or time to read the
complete correspondence, it allows the
reader to hear the direct voice of
Newman speaking in response to the
changing events and circumstances of
his life. This may not always be the case,
where the impact of those letters is
filtered through a biographer’s
standpoint, be he or she in favour of
their subject (Ian Ker or Maisie Ward),
or essentially antagonistic (Strachey or
Geoffrey Faber). ‘It has ever been a
hobby of mine (unless it be a truism, not
a hobby) that a man’s life lies in his
letters,’ Newman wrote to Jemima in
1863. He collected and annotated his
vast correspondence, even those parts
that might have shown him in a less than

ideal light, almost up to the day of his
death,. Even that skilfully crafted
autobiographical masterpiece, the
Apologia, depends quite heavily on key
sections on the letters he wrote at the
time of his Sicilian journey and
conversion to Rome. The very success of
that ‘history of his religious opinions’
restored the reputation for integrity,
which Charles Kingsley had impugned,
and some of his dearest friends to him.
As a full exploration, however, of
Newman’s multi-faceted life and
personality, it is limited by being a
history of his opinions; and it effectively
ends in 1845, the year of his reception.
These letters demonstrate a wider
spectrum of the events of Newman’s life:
the attempt to found a Catholic
University at Dublin or an Oratory
House at Oxford; his courage at facing
jail for criminal libel in the Achilli case;
his pastoral care for converts and the
bereaved; and, like his hero St Philip
Neri, his humour and empathetic
capacity for friendship, in which heart
indeed spoke to heart. His letters to
Keble at the time of his growing doubts
as to the position of the Church of
England are almost unbearable in their
intensity.
It is difficult not to conclude from the
evidence that Newman’s famous
sensitivity in the face of setbacks and
slights from others was not justified; nor
that his transcending generosity to those
that inflicted them – he visited Faber on
his death bed, reassured Manning of his
friendly feelings, and said mass for the
repose of Charles Kingsley’s soul – is not
just the indication of a great man but of
a great saint, too. And, for this reviewer,
those indications of frail humanity
which the letters sometimes reveal are
all the more remarkable, in that they also
demonstrate the heroic virtue of the
saint who overcame them.

Nigel Palmer
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ON BEING HUMAN
Distinctiveness, Dignity, Disability
& Disposal
Michael N. Marsh
Iﬀ Books, 282pp, pbk
ISBN 978 1782794516 £15.99
Late last month, the Pontifical Council
for Culture, with the Stem Cell For Life
Foundation, brought together a group of
faith leaders, scientists, clinicians,
patients, ethicists, and government
representatives to a conference at the
Vatican to discuss how the latest
developments in cellular science will
affect society, and provide hope for
future therapies. The aim was to unite
people across religious, economic, and
cultural
spectra
to
develop
understanding of how cell therapy can
not only deliver new therapies for those
suffering with chronic conditions, but
also how these therapies can provide
more personalised care.
It’s important to understand what
stem cells are: they are simple cells that
have the ability to change into other
types of cells, and can act as an internal
repair system. But in this transformation
– serious medical conditions, for
example – cancer or diabetes can occur.
Against this backdrop, Michael Marsh’s
On Being Human helps provide a
framework in which we can view the
complexities that are involved in being
human. In an expansive sweep, the book
considers our origins as humans, our
anthropological development, and,
ultimately, how we die. Michael Marsh
writes with pace, but not blithely
covering issues that would warrant a
book in their own right. Coming from a
background as a distinguished clinician,
and having later studied Theology,
Professor Marsh is able to explore the
topics with authority.
A chapter of particular merit explores
disability,
dysfunctionalism,
and
disfigurement, with the section about
attitudes being particularly powerful.
Here, Marsh seeks to explore ‘Man’s
inhumanity to man’, and asserts that ‘the
past and continuing depravity to others
within the human race is simply
staggering’. We have given up any form
of responsibility to ‘wholesome
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neighbourly relationships’, and this
shapes our attitudes to others. Marsh
uses two examples to illustrate his point:
the first is that we no longer inhabit
neighbourhoods,
but
instead
‘communities’, which lack the same bases
as ‘being neighbourly’. He draws on local
failings: post piling up at a victim’s door,
which no one could be bothered to
investigate, for example; or where
communities experience collective grief,
necessitating
compensation
or
counselling: basically, promises of
reward. The second example is the cult
of individualism, where ‘we do things
alone without restraint from others’,
pursuing ‘our own relentless furrow, not
as part of society […] but apart from it’.
We will all see examples of this in our
everyday lives.
The penultimate section of the book
covers ‘Disposal’, where Marsh discusses
abortion and infanticide, and the
contemporary debates surrounding
assisted dying and assisted suicide. He
attempts to shape a Christian narrative
to what remain controversial and
problematic issues. In so doing, he
attempts to weigh the varying view on
abortion
with
rational
data,
acknowledging that such debates
happen increasingly in a secular
environment, lacking a thoughtful
Christian response. Similarly with
assisted dying, Marsh offers some

proposals for those who think that
assisted dying is wrong, or for those who
experience ‘deep feelings of guilt over
this matter’.
It would be wrong to believe that
moral dilemmas in medicine are new:
there have always been such questions.
Nevertheless, medical advances in the
second half of the twentieth century
have led to a reduction in communicable
disease as the principal cause of
premature death, and replaced it with a
rise in non-communicable diseases that
are longer-term in nature: for example,
diabetes and cardiovascular disease.
These diseases are not new: but the
responses they require are, and may
require some beliefs to be challenged.
How, as Christians, we respond to
these dilemmas requires sensitivity and
careful thinking, not knee-jerk political
responses, which is too frequently the
leitmotif of the Church of England. That
said, in what could be viewed as a
departure from its normal agenda, the
General Synod earlier this year
considered whether parishes should
encourage their congregations to
consider blood donation as part of their
Christian giving. Social policy has long
considered blood donation as an
example of the altruistic society:
Professor Richard Titmuss published a
book on this issue in 1970. Perhaps
Christians should also consider what
their role is in providing frameworks to
ethical challenges. On Being Human helps
provide questions requiring thoughtful
discussion in the Church.

Christopher Exeter

Book of the month
WITHOUT PRECEDENT: SCRIPTURE, TRADITION
AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN
Geoﬀrey Kirk
Wipf & Stock (Oregon, USA) 2016
Pbk 162pp, 978-1-4982-3081-0
That Geoffrey Kirk has written a sharp, lucid, and closely
argued book that is unafraid to expose nonsense and the
purveyors of nonsense will surprise no-one. What might
surprise some who come to Without Precedent expecting simply
another walk round the track on the disputed question of the
ordination of women, is how much more this book has to offer.
In the context of an unanswerable demolition of the wild
claims made on behalf of St Mary Magdalen as the prototype
female bishop, Kirk treats us to a brilliant analysis of the
resurrection narratives in the Fourth Gospel, drawing out the
movement from misapprehension to apprehension and from
disbelief to belief. A thorough and convincing exposé of the
misuse of Galatians 3:28 concludes with a masterly treatment
of the image of the body in St Paul’s thinking about the Church
and the Kingdom. An investigation of the question ‘What did
Jesus really think about women?’ yields a comprehensive survey
of the occasions in the Gospels when Jesus is recorded in
conversation with a woman, or makes women the subject of a
parable, along with insightful comments as to the function of
each of these episodes and their place and purpose within the
text as a whole.
This is avowedly not a party-political book. Kirk writes
from the perspective of a Church in which the ordination of
women is not, in any formal sense, remotely on the agenda. As
the author comments in his Introduction, ‘This book is not an
attempt to argue against the ordination of women to the
priesthood or episcopate, in the Church of England or any
other church.’ The real success of this volume (and what makes
it such a compelling read) is its relentless pursuit of the truth –
historical, biblical, theological – in the face of ‘scholarly’
arguments that are revealed to be by turns weak, speculative,
and plain ludicrous.
For anyone who lived through the Church of England’s
progress (I use the word cautiously) towards the decision in
1992 to admit women to the priesthood, and 22 years later to
the episcopate, there is a grim fascination in re-visiting some of
the detail of those times. Subjected to Kirk’s careful,
penetrating, and relentless analysis, the ‘big speeches’ made in
the 1992 Final Approval debate, and in the run-up to the
corresponding votes on women bishops, simply fall apart. ‘A
reasoned development, consonant with Scripture, required by
Tradition’ – this was the famous attempt in 1992 by the then
Bishop of Guildford to build a new three-legged stool upon
which the argument for saying ‘yes’ to women in the priesthood
could rest. Kirk takes the new stool apart leg by leg, and,
unsurprisingly, it falls over. He is especially good on the knots
into which proponents of the innovation tied themselves on
the question of Tradition: was it that the ordination of women
would put right a great injustice, women, scandalously, never

having been ordained as priests and bishops in the whole
history of the Church; or was it that they had been so ordained,
but that the tradition had been covered up? Sometimes, the
answer appeared to be a bewildering and contradictory ‘yes’ to
both positions.
An even greater tension deep within the origins of the
movement for the ordination of women is uncovered in the
book’s opening chapter. Kirk’s conversation partners are the
feminist theologian Daphne Hampson, and Austin Farrer – the
twentieth-century Anglican divine and sometime Warden of
Kirk’s own Keble College, to whom the book is dedicated. Kirk
quotes Hampson: ‘I worked all hours, sacrificing my career and
my free time, for the cause of the ordination of women in the
British Anglican churches.’ The result is inevitable: ‘Hampson
[came] to see that her most deeply held convictions were a
reason, not to embrace women’s ordination […] but to reject
Christianity.’ When Hampson’s rejection of the faith is set
alongside Farrer’s position, Kirk astutely notes that the ‘postChristian feminist’ and the ‘catholic traditionalist’ are in
fundamental agreement; but that ‘what drives her from
Christianity is what he finds most compelling in it’.
Daphne Hampson came to believe that the logic of her own
position led inexorably to her abandonment of historic
Christianity. Many, on both sides of the debate, predicted –
either with fear and trembling, or glorious anticipation – that
the ordination of women would usher in a radical re-casting of
the theology associated both with a Saviour who is incarnated
as a human male and with a ministerial priesthood that in some
particular sense represents that Saviour who is himself the
image and likeness of a heavenly Father. It is a curious feature
of the unfolding story of the ordination of women, especially
to the episcopate, in the Church of England that this is not
happening – yet. Rachel Treweek, on her appointment as
Bishop of Gloucester, declined to obey the Writ summoning
her to take up her place as one of the Lords Spiritual until the
term ‘Right Reverend Father in God’ had been removed. But
generally, what might be termed the ‘Hampson agenda’ – at
least in its proponent’s still nominally Christian days – has
become the mouse that failed to roar. Perhaps this is part of the
fall-out from an evangelical ascendancy: the strong currency is
that of leadership over and against priesthood, a development
which has provoked anxiety (and not a little mutual sympathy)
among both traditionalist Catholics and catholic-minded
women priests. It is still too early to tell.
Jonathan Baker

Without Precedent is available from Forward in Faith at the
reduced price of £12 (inc. p&p). please send a cheque, payable to
Forward in Faith, to the oﬃce.
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Secular
Liturgies

Tom Sutcliffe has had better nights at the theatre

A

listair McDowall’s play X, at
the Royal Court, was supposed
to be science fiction. The
publicity went on about it taking place
at a research base on Pluto that seemed
to have lost touch with its controllers
(presumably on Earth), or for some
inexplicable reason had been abandoned
by them. This was much further off
beam than Pomona, his remarkable first
play, which was set on a concrete
motorway island near Manchester. The
theme of X is the end of everything. It
might also have been exploration of
memory and imagination in the failing
mind – breakdown, dementia, and
escape from reality into some
imponderably unresolvable context.
McDowall has compelling fluency.
But the problem with writing about the
end of everything is that it is
fundamentally uninteresting and
uncreative. The badness that is
happening to people in McDowall’s play
is simply not their fault. Somebody else
has done nothing or something – failed
to send a space ship to relieve them, or
failed to help them sort out what’s
falling apart in their base (which seems
to have no culture, and almost no
nourishment or sense of ongoing
purpose to justify the routines to which
McDowall’s characters are vaguely
committed without being fully up to the
mark). This was not really science
fiction; and life stopping or changing on
one planet is not the end of being:
extinction is complex mutability.
What McDowall shows could have
been happening on an experimental
branch of Crossrail in a sector that got
somehow partially finished and
abandoned by the planners. Badness is
much more worth staging than
nothingness. At the end of King Lear we
do not have much hope that anything
will get better soon – even if the bad
people have had their comeuppance
alongside the good and not so very good.
In X, near the end Gilda says, ‘My
mother. Was the last tree… People came
from all around to see her. To hear her
speak for the past... And everyone would
listen and listen, and cry and cry... for
how things used to be.’ So this is really
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another play at the Royal Court Theatre
being hopeless about ecology.
McDowall’s Pomona was promising
because it looked at various mixed-up
individuals in mystifying contexts and
actually found them and made them
somewhat interesting. X, on the other
hand, shows him navigating a shortcut
to a Samuel Beckett-ish situation with
no very precise or creative imaginative
discipline, and no acute feeling for
language as nourishment. McDowall is
not Irish and seems to have none of
Beckett’s sense of Christian tradition –
of a world redeemed and lost – that the
Irish imbibe with baby milk, faith being
something that, having had, you can
afford to forget. Because nothing’s to be
done does not mean that nothing
matters. Can we get closer to nihilism
than we’ve been taken by Shakespeare
and others? Boredom is arrested
adolescence, not tragic. X is in the same
vein as Pomona, but cleaned up and too
self-conscious. Surviving success is every
artist’s challenge.

The murder took a lot of work:
Arturo kept coming round
Meanwhile, Katie Mitchell’s new
production of Lucia di Lammermoor at
Covent Garden was a disaster. She and
her designer Vicki Mortimer presented
this immaculate and superb Donizetti
masterpiece with a sequence of two
room-scenes next to each other on stage
– a sort of dolls’ house approach that
they used to show us what was
happening in the story offstage (which
the librettist and composer had chosen
not to present) as well as the scenes that
they did intend us to see – except that
the
big
moments
(Edgardo’s
interruption of the party celebrating the
betrothal of Lucia and Arturo, and
Lucia’s memorable entrance covered in
her stabbed husband’s blood) were
denied
a
full-stage
dramatic
presentation in which the most
important actions and deliveries could
achieve crystalline focus. Of course this
directorial approach denied the
fundamental link in an opera between
the music and what is going on. It also

destroyed the characterisation intended
by the composer and librettist, which is
a delicately conceived blending of words
and music with actions and acting.
Kasper Holten (the prematurely
departing opera director at Covent
Garden) should have prevented this
aberrant approach. Games like these
may appeal to people using toy theatres;
but in fact they simply ruin the show.
So Mitchell showed us on the lefthand room-set Lucia, helped by her
companion Alisa, murdering Arturo
during the scene where Enrico
challenges Edgardo to a duel on the right
hand room-set. The murder took a lot of
work: Arturo kept coming round –
Mitchell seems to think it’s not easy for
wives to murder husbands. There was
much laughter from the audience too, at
the première. The strain made Lucia,
pregnant with (we assume) Edgardo’s
child, miscarry. This proceeded as she
sat on a WC in the bathroom next door,
before descending to shock the
assembled crowd with after-birth
trailing from her white petticoat.
Earlier we had been entertained to a
scene where Lucia and Edgardo had sex
during a scene set among the family
tombs.
There was no proper alliance
between music and imagery. Lucia
lacked the innocence that is so central to
her character, and that has a knock-on
effect on her brother Enrico, and on her
beloved Edgardo. Yes, there were some
decent voices – but no Italians in the
cast, just as there were no Russian
speakers in the recent production of
Boris Godunov. Ludovic Tezier is a fine
French baritone, Diana Damrau is a
hardworking German soprano, and
Charles Castronovo is a well-trained
American tenor – but none of them
provided that sense of bel canto
stylishness that distinguished the great
casts at the Garden from 1959 onwards.
Joan Sutherland was Australian, and
Maria Callas was Greek-American – but
each embodied Italian tradition drawn
from the work of the superbly stylish
conductor Tullio Serrafin. Daniel Oren,
maestro this time at the Garden, had
nothing to offer. ND

Tower of David (with Bulwarks)
Allan Barton on some medieval titles of Our Lady
as the ‘Master of the Apocalypse Rose of the Sainte-Chapelle’,
having produced the cartoons for a rose window of the
Apocalypse in the French Chapel Royal. By the time this
Missal was printed in 1555, then, the image was already fifty
years old.
What an extraordinary image it is; and packed-full of
detail. Merlin used this block to accompany the propers for
the feast of the Conception of Our Lady, a feast that was only
established in the last quarter of the fifteenth century. The
woodcut presents to us a vision of Our Lady standing in
heaven, surrounded by the billowing clouds of the firmament.
Around her a host of objects appears, each item accompanied
by a scroll representing both visually and textually one of the
titles given to Mary in the Middle Ages. These titles are
derived primarily from the Songs of Songs and Ecclesiasticus,
and together they express the medieval understanding of both
the nature of Mary and her role in the economy of salvation:
her virginity, beauty, purity, humility, stability, and strength.

T

his woodcut image is taken from a Missal printed in
1555. It is a Missal according to the Use of Sarum,
and – like many liturgical books of the sixteenth
century destined for the English market – it was printed in
Paris, which was then a major centre for the print trade. The
Missal was printed during the reign of Mary I, at a time when
the churches of Our Lady’s Dowry had been despoiled by the
reforming zeal of her Protestant brother, Edward VI. After
her accession the printing presses of Paris were busy as they
started producing the service books that were required to reequip the ravaged parish churches of England.
These books were clearly put together quickly and, though
profusely illustrated, the blocks used were quite often recycled
from earlier publications. This particular woodcut of Our
Lady is a good example of such recycling. The missal’s printer,
William Merlin, seems to have acquired this particular
woodblock second-hand from the estate of another Parisian
printer, François Regnault; for Regnault used it in the printing
of a Sarum Breviary in 1535. The image doesn’t appear to have
originated with Regnault either, for his wood block was a copy
of an image printed from a metal block first used by another
Parisian printer, Thielman Kerver, in a Book of Hours of 1505.
The artist who produced that original metal block is known

electa ut sol – Bright as the Sun
pulchra ut luna – Beautiful as the Moon
stella maris – Star of the Sea
sicut lilium inter spinas – As a Lily among Thorns
porta cæli – Gate of Heaven
exaltata cedrus – Tall Cedar-tree
oliva speciosa – Fair Olive-tree
turris David cum propugnaculis – Tower of David with
Bulwarks
plantatio rosa – Planted Rose
speculum sine macula – Stainless Mirror
virga Jesse floruit – Flower of Jesse’s Stem
puteus aquarum viventium – Well of Living Waters
fons ortorum – Fountain of the Gardens
civitas Dei – City of God
ortus conclusus – Enclosed Garden
Above Mary’s image, topping the woodcut, God the Father
appears in his power and glory to bless Our Lady. Below him
is a scroll bearing the words ‘tota pulchra es amica mea et macula
non est in te’ (Song of Songs, 4.7). These words condense into
one sentence the meaning of all the images that surround
Mary in this woodcut: ‘you are all fair, my love; there is no spot
in you’. The theological issues around Mary’s Immaculate
Conception was still being hotly debated when this image was
produced at the beginning of the sixteenth century; but this
woodcut image demonstrates that the Church was heading
towards a definition of that dogma. ND
The Revd Dr Allan Barton is Chaplain to the University of
Wales Trinity Saint David at Lampeter, and Curator of the
University Art Collections.
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May Diary
‘Thurifer’ finds himself in a commemorative mood
Grave matters
Hutton is the Chairman of the Panel, and more information
Those who share my interest in wandering around cemeteries, can be found on the English Heritage website (www.englishlocating graves of the famous and infamous, and savouring heritage.org.uk). Plaques to Margot Fonteyn, Ava Gardner, and
funerary monuments would appreciate the tour of the West Samuel Beckett are among this year’s pick of
Cemetery of Highgate Cemetery. The East section is open commemorations.
more generally, but the West is open only by guided tour. The
one I took was excellent and highly recommended. There is a Irish farewell
wealth of monuments that show the whole range of Victorian A top shelf fell down recently. It was brought down by the
taste: High Gothic, of course, but also vaults and stones weight of art books and exhibition catalogues that I had
inspired by the passion for Egyptology. The Egyptian Avenue foolishly loaded onto it. While transferring lighter books
and the Circle of Lebanon are spectacular.
(in weight if not in content) from the bottom shelf, I
The Cemetery opened in 1839, and was a fashionable discovered a book that I had bought in 2001 which I had
resting place throughout the remainder of the century. It fell forgotten about. It was a signed copy of the Diaries of the Irish
into neglect after the First World War, but
writer and lawyer Ulick O’Connor. I first
was rescued by the Friends of the
came
upon him as the author of a
You need to die early in
Cemetery in the 1980s. A programme of
magnificent biography of Oliver St John
the year to secure a plot Gogarty, the Irish poet, writer, politician,
restoration was begun, which continues.
They have recently produced an excellent
surgeon, wit, novelist, raconteur, bon
booklet: visit the website at www.highgatecemetery.org for more viveur, hotelier, lecturer, target for assassination, friend of
information and to book a tour. There are some thirty burials Yeats and others of the Irish literary revival (the list goes on),
each year; but you need to die early in the year to secure a plot and owner of a house on the Connemara coast, Renvyle, now
in what John Betjeman called a ‘Victorian Valhalla’. It is an hotel. About twenty years ago I stayed there. It was
probably too late for this year.
O’Connor’s description of Gogarty’s funeral that inspired me
I always look out for war graves dotted around graveyards, to visit. Although the Diaries correct some details, I still find
and there are many in both cemeteries in the care of the it a fine piece of prose.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Designed by Sir
Edwin Lutyens, their distinctive shape and simplicity, the
We stood on a hill over a small lake, with the Connemara
uniformity of the inscriptions, and the brevity of the sentiment
mountains green and blue in the distance, the long incredible
etched at their base never fail to move. Those that mark
distance of the West, where the eye can see for many miles, yet
unidentified bodies bear the words ‘Known Unto God’, and are
there are never clear outlines, but forms blurred by bright
particularly affecting.
colours. To the left of the grave a white ash stretched and
crooked and bent, silver against the lake’s blue […] Beside me
Blue Plaques
stood […] Monsignor Browne, who had earlier sung the
Those interested in the urban landscape should look out for
Requiem Mass […] unbent by age, straight as a lance at six
plaques on buildings which mark the birthplace or former
feet three, his carved aquiline features looked more than ever
home of eminent citizens. More towns and cities are providing
like a Florentine from a painting by del Sarto. Presently he
recited a Gogarty Limerick in my ear, his voice alternating with
this information on their buildings, and one of my favourites
the Latin chanting of the priest […] As he bent to my ear, I
is in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. It commemorates the elopement
saw in the distance, on Stanbollard Lake below, a swan move
of one John Scott, a young lawyer, with a Bessie Surtees, from
towards the centre […] As it floated away till it became a silver
her father’s house on the Quayside. Reader, he married her and
point, I heard the Monsignor chant in a low voice: “Mein lieber
they lived happily until her death. Scott succeeded at the Law
Schwan – ach diese letzte traur’ge Fahrt” [My beloved swan
and in politics, and as Lord Eldon was a notable reactionary
– Now for our last sad journey]. He saw Oliver’s soul borne
Lord Chancellor. He is also commemorated by a Blue Plaque
to Paradise by the graceful bird, as the swan in German legend
in Bedford Square, Bloomsbury.
drew Lohengrin’s barque to Montsalvat […] Above Stanbollard
This year marks the 150th anniversary of the Blue Plaque
Lake that day, [I] realised why he had written once that here
scheme in London. The first was unveiled in 1867 on the
was his proper home: “Where there was neither time nor tide,
house in Cavendish Square where Lord Byron had been born.
nor any change at all, something friendly and akin and full of
The Scheme has been administered by various public bodies,
all that might be needed if need were to arise; but it never did,
but now resides with English Heritage. Prominent as the
for you felt that nothing was lacking. And you did not want to
plaques are on public and domestic buildings, the process of
speak.” ND
selection is not particularly well-known. Professor Ronald
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Easter Eggs
Our chef combats heresy with hollandaise
Last month, lamb; this month, eggs. It’s
all seasonally symbolic, you see – and no
hint of a butchered and butterflied
Easter Bunny anywhere. I find that
there’s very little that can’t be improved
with the introduction of an egg or two,
within reason; so here are some tasty tips
for what remains of Eastertide.
You can substitute the eggs of any
bird you like in these recipes – altering
the other measurements depending on
size – but I warn you now that poaching
a quail’s egg is more trouble than it’s
worth, and that collecting the eggs of
protected species will have the Plod
around faster than you can say ‘osprey’.
For the purposes of this month’s
column I will be using hens’ eggs, and
proper free-range ones at that. I do hope
that you also use free-range eggs, dear
reader. Quite apart from the moral
issues involved, an egg that comes from
a battery-farmed chicken is an egg that
comes from an unhappy chicken – and
I still don’t understand why traditional
hunting is banned while battery farming
is tolerated. The best eggs come from
happy hens; and so, unless you are
fortunate enough to own your own, look
out for the free-range markings in the
shops. They will be slightly more
expensive, but worth every penny by
comparison.
One of the best things to do with
eggs, obviously, is to serve them with
other eggs; and Eggs Benedict or one of
its derivations makes an excellent
leisurely breakfast after the mass of Our
Lady on a Saturday morning. You can
work out for yourself how to acquire,
slice, and toast a couple of muffins, and
where to get hold of some nice thick
ham. I’m also going to assume that you
have a method for poaching eggs – what
matters is that the whites are set and the
yolks runny, so don’t leave them in the
water too long.
The best bit of the dish is, of course,
the Hollandaise Sauce. I’m not going to
give you instructions on how to make
this, either, because there are so many
different ways of doing it that you must
look them up and choose one that you

think will work in your kitchen. What
matters is that the resultant sauce should
be thick and smooth.
Assembly is simple: two halves of
toasted muffin, buttered; then a layer of
ham; then a couple of poached eggs.
Then a generous helping of the sauce
over the eggs, and finally the whole thing
put under a hot grill to glaze it. When
you cut into the eggs, you’ll want to see
the the yolks mingling irretrievably with
the sauce: it’s about the best way that
exists of refuting the errors of
Nestorianism.
There are all sorts of variations to be
tried, of course. Although purists will
tell you that it must be muffins, you
could use toasted bread or even toasted

One of the best things to do
with eggs, obviously, is to
serve them with other eggs
brioche. Substitute the ham for wilted
spinach, and you get Eggs Florentine;
use smoked salmon instead and you
have Eggs Royale. My favourite is the
New Directions house special: thick slices
of well-toasted brioche, then a generous
layer of smoked salmon, two perfectly
poached eggs, and oodles of hollandaise.
Under the grill to glaze, and then some
really crispy bacon crumbled over the
top, a small spoonful of lumpfish caviar
(the heat will spoil the real stuff ) to
garnish, and finally chopped chives

sprinkled over the whole. There you
have it: Eggs Benedict XVI.
Hollandaise is so versatile, too. You
could pour it over some well-cooked (as
in not overcooked) asparagus, now that
the season is upon us; or fold in whipped
cream – make sure you use more
hollandaise than cream – to make a
Sauce Mousseline. That could go on the
asparagus, for a lighter dish; but goes
perfectly with poached white fish, too.
Along similar but sweeter lines,
what about an Egg Custard? Start
warming a pint of cream on a low heat,
and then in a heatproof jug beat four
eggs together with a few ounces of caster
sugar, depending on how sweet your
tooth is, and a few drops of vanilla
essence. Then add the warm cream,
whisking gently. Once everything is
thoroughly combined – it should go a
pleasing shade of yellow – pour it into
ramekins and dust with grated nutmeg.
Put them all in a bain-marie and bake on
a medium heat for about an hour, or
until they’re set.
But what to do with those egg
whites, left over from the hollandaise?
Well, you could always whip them stiff
with some icing sugar and a squirt of
lemon juice, and float a dollop of the
mixture on top of each of your ramekins
for a version of Îles Flottantes. If so,
you’ll need to cook them for longer on a
lower heat so that the meringue-like
mixture doesn’t scorch. ND
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touching place

ST LAURENCE, LUDLOw, SALOP

I

t’s the tower that does it. The gateway to the Western Marches,
Ludlow was an important frontier town, complete with castle,
and your first sight of it from afar is drawn to the great midfifteenth-century central tower of the church.
Ludlow remains an unspoilt town. The church is so surrounded
by later infilling that you are not aware of its size until you push the
door open and enter the vast aisled nave. Although there are parts
of earlier building from the twelfth century onwards, what you see
of the church today is largely from this mid-fifteenth-century
rebuild – and what a rebuild. The chapels at the ends of the aisles
contain much medieval glass, such as a restored Jesse Tree in the
south chapel, but this is outdone by the north chapel. The fifteenthcentury story of the Palmers’ Guild in its east window is topped by
a splendid carved mediaeval canopy of honour; windows on its
north side include the Annunciation, Saint Christopher, and the
Twelve Apostles at the Council of Jerusalem, but do look for the
small kneeling donor figure of John Parys in the first window.

The rebuild of the chancel was completed by 1450: don’t miss
the stalls and misericords, as well as some fine post-Reformation
monuments; but again there is great medieval glass. A south
window features six of the Ten Commandments and above the
reconstructed reredos is the great east window. Most of it is taken
up with the martyrdom of St Laurence; above it – at the apex – is
the Holy Trinity, below are the Virgin and Child; St John the Baptist
with the Agnus Dei, St Anne teaching the Virgin to read; Bishop
Spufford of Hereford (1422-1448); a king; and St Laurence himself.
Turn away from this, and, at the crossing, look up into the interior
of the great tower. Housman – who is buried here – celebrated it
in verse:
Leave your home behind, lad,
And reach your friends your hand,
And go, and luck go with you
While Ludlow tower shall stand.
Map reference SO 512747
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the
Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I
DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer
of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

parish directory

continued

LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch
Street SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am,
Evening Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12
noon; Wed 10am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat
9.30am. Tube: Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/
Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Fr Mark
Nicholls SSC 0207 394 3394 - 07909 546659

OXFORD St.Barnabas and St Thomas. Services:
Saturdays 5.30pm Vigil Mass (St.Thomas). Sundays 8.00am Low
Mass, (St.Barnabas), 9:15am Matins (St.Thomas), 10.30am
Parish Mass(St.Thomas), 6.30pm Evening Prayer (St.Barnabas).
For Daily Mass see website: www.sbarnabas.org.uk. Parish
priest: Fr Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530

PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
PARISHES A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC, St
John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday: Mass 11.15am; St
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Gabriel, PeverellTerrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass 10am; St Mary,
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am. Parish Priest: Fr
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses:
Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 8pm; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed Keith Haydon 01752 220644
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday
Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
School - 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily
Oﬃces and Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am;
study groups, see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris
Sung Parish Mass 10:30am. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed
0118 957 2831 www.sgilesreading.org.uk
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabriels.com
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury.
With the spire at the end of St. Martin’s Church Street behind
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Wiltshire College. A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite,
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday:
traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music.
Parish Eucharist, 11.00am (also 8.00pm 2nd and 4th Sundays)
Sunday: Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Mon
10am, Tues 11am, Wed 7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am. Daily Oﬃce and Eucharist. For further information contact:
Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Reg Parish Administration on 01722 503123 or
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher.
Bushau 020 7370 3418 www.saint-stephen.org.uk
01722 500896
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, A FiF Parish
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
aﬃliated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent
preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday Episopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 10am with
refreshments to follow. Evening Prayer 4.30pm. Evening Prayer
Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW
and Benediction on the last Sunday of the month. Weekday
Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
masses:
Monday 2pm Thursday 10.15am Saturday 9.30am.
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
Major Festivals times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
frdavidstmart@gmail.com stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society
Parish Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham.
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
Sunday Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under
contact Fr Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
020 8542 5514 or see www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk/
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further
information, contact Mike Youens, Churchwarden 01 743
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The
Forward in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur 236649.
at 12 noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed
SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under
Sacrament until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced.
the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
Contact the FiF Oﬃce on 020 7388 3588 or email:
Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as
announced. Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy
Drake SSC
Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For
other Sunday and Weekday Services or further information
SOUTHPORT St. Luke, corner of Hawkshead St and St.Lukes
please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644
Rd, about 1/2 mile from town centre. Sundays: Parish
Mass10.30am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday
MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and
Mass: Tuesday 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am followed by
Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine,
refreshments, Thursday 11am, Friday 11.30am Adoration, 12
Pendlebury; Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish.
noon Mass, Saturday 9.30am Confessions, 10am Mass. Parish
Sunday Masses: 8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS),
Priest: Fr Paul Hutchins SSC - email:
10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Clergy
Fr.Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578 and Fr.Michael Fish 0161 794 fr.Hutchins@btinternet.com - 01704 213711- www.sluke.
co.uk
4298., Parish Oﬃce: 0161 727 8175
email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com
SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, A parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday: Beverley; Sunday: 9am Sung Mass and Sunday School, 6pm
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of month); Weekday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley
01642 824779
SSC - 01388 814817
NORTH YORK MOORS St Leonard, Loftus and St
STAFFORD, St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Forward in Faith Parish
Helen, Carlin How, both ABC Parishes situated on the edge of
under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Res.AB&C.
the North York Moors. Sunday Mass: Carlin How 9am and Loftus Sunday - Parish Mass 10.15am. For further information contact
10.30am. Mass every day except Thurs and Fri. Parish Priest: Fr
Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656
Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) Resolutions ABC. Sunday:
Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
Parish Mass 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr James Wilkinson 01865
Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer 245879 www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and discover Oxford’s
Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
hidden Comper Church!
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org

STOKE-ON-TRENT, SMALLTHORNE St Saviour.
ABC. Convenient for Alton Towers & the Potteries. Parish Mass
Sunday 11.00am. Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
09.30, Wednesday noon. Contact Fr.Andrew Swift 01 782
827889 - frandrew@smallthorne.org
www.smallthorne.org

twitter@SSaviours

SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street,
Millfield. A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am,
Benediction 6.30pm, Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed
10.30am, Tues and Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary
Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by
appointment. Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk

SUNDERLAND St.Aiden, Grangetown, Ryhope Road
Sunderland SR2 9RS. A friendly and traditional Parish Church
aﬃliated to The Society and under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Sunday services: Parish Mass 10am
Evensong 6.00pm. Weekday Masses: Monday, Wednesday,
Saturday at 9.30am. Tuesday, Thursday at 7.30pm. Morning and
Evening Prayer said in church daily. Vicar: Father Peter Bostock
CMP Tel 0191 514 3485. You can also find us on Facebook and
at “A church near you”.
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Forward in Faith Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am,
Solemn Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm
Thurs 10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Confessions by
appointment. Contact Fr Peter Harnden on 0208 644 9070,
Churchwardens: Douglas Boreham 0208 646 4682 and Stanley
Palmer 020 8330 7408
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Sunday masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am
S. Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact Fr Dexter
Bracey 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. ABC. Sunday Parish Mass with
Sunshine Club for Children 9.30am; Evening Prayer 4pm. Daily
Mass: Monday & Thursday 7.30pm. Wednesday 9.30am. Friday
& Saturday 10am. www.fifparish.com/ stjohntipton Parish
Priest: Fr Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am
(St.Michael's), Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact
Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 10.30am Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr.
Paul Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe. TQ1 3QT
allsaintsbabbacombe.org.uk

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily
Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583
wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A
Society and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of
the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00
am Weekdays: please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk
Contact: Fr Andrew Mitcham SSC, 01328 821316
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of
Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday:
Mass 9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and
Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic
Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a
church beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121
556 5823 or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www.
saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Mass and Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk

Continued on next page
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wEST KIRBY St Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Sunday 8am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6pm
first Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors
welcome. Resolutions ABC. Parish Priest: Fr Walsh 0151 632
4728 www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk
wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome.
Sundays: 9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am
Mass (Wed, Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes
SSC 01934 204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934
415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school);
Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st
Sunday). For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest:
Fr Richard Harper SSC 01305 778821
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Forward in Faith Church
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. ABC
Resolutions. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am. Weekday Masses:
Tues 10.30am, Thur 12 noon. Contact: Canon Malcolm Jones SSC
01962 869707 (Parish Oﬃce) or Churchwardens: Barbara Smith
01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: enquiry@
holytrinitywinchester.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
YORKSHIRE near Skipton on the road to Colne and
Clitheroe. Three rural churches which make up the only
Resolutions ABC Parish in the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. For further
information please contact Canon Nicholas Turner SSC 01282
842332

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* 0121
449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121
328 9855, (*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYAshford South St Francis
with Christ Church 01233 620600, Borden *SS Peter and Paul
01795 472986, Deal *St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch *All
Saints 01795 880205, Folkestone *St Peter 01303 254472, Guston
*St Martin, 01304 204878, Harbledown *St Michael 01227
464117, Maidstone *St Michael 01622 752710, Preston St
Catherine 01795 536801, Ramsgate *St George, Holy Trinity
01843 593593, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul 01304 822865, (*
resolutions in place)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, ABC, Fr Robert Clack 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, ABC, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe St
Barnabas, ABC, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St Michael,
Coppenhall, ABC, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151; Dukinfield St
Luke, ABC, vacant; Knutsford St John the Baptist, ABC, Rev Nigel
Atkinson 01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle,
ABC, Fr Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, ABC, Fr
Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, ABC, Fr
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728
FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYAnsty St James; Coventry St
Luke, Holbrooks; St Nicholas, Radford; St Oswald, Tile Hill;
Leamington St John the Baptist; Nuneaton St Mary and St John,
Camp Hill, St Mary’s Abbey Church; Shilton St Andrew. For further
details contact Fr Kit Dunkley 02476 688604
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FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBYDerby: St Anne, Churchwarden
Alison Haslam 01 332 362392; St Luke, Fr.Leonard Young 01 332
342806; St Bartholomew, Fr.Leonard Young 01 332 342806;
Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James Fr Malcolm
Ainscough 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity, Bp Roger Jupp
0115 973 5168; Long Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973
5168; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St Columba and
Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246 498603
DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes:
Abbotsham St Helen, vacant - Churchwarden 01 237 420338;
Babbacombe All Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St
Peter, Fr D Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr G
Stanton 07925 051905; Exeter St Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree; St Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul,
Burnthouse Lane; St Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392
677150; Exwick St Andrew, Station Road, Fr J Bird 01392
255500; Great Torrington St Michael, Little Torrington St Giles,
Frithelstock St Mary & St Gregory, Taddiport St Mary
Magdalene, Fr.P.Bevan - 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter &
St Paul, Fr.C.Penn - 01 409 253435; Ilfracombe Team, Fr R Harris
01271 863467; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacant 01566 784008;
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Vacant - Churchwarden 01 626
212339; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
Boniface Fr R Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007;
Plymouth Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St
Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle,
Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission
Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym St
Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell Park; St Mary the Virgin, Laira, Fr
K Haydon 01752 220644; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport
& St Mark, Ford, Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Chelston St Matthew
Vacant 01 803 607429; Winkleigh All Saints, Fr P Norman 01837
83719
FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford

8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160
794 1578; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony
Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr
Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, Fr John
Davies 01983 401121; Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul
Armstead 023 9273 2786; St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton
02392 378194; The Ascension, North End, Vacant (Churchwarden
02392 660123); Southsea Holy Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311
7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, vacant Churchwarden 023 92643857
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St Mary,
10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass, 10.30am
Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Mass, 10am Sung Mass;
Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am; Higham St John,
9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass; all
contact details from Fr Jones 020 8311 6307
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS ABC Parishes: Bedford St
Martin, vacant; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424;
Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr Beresford 01923 236174; Holy
Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St Mary, Sundon & St
Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076; Watford St John, Fr Stevenson
01 923 236174. Other ‘safe’ parishes: Letchworth St Michael & St
Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Potters Bar St Mary & All Saints,
Fr Bevan 01707 644539 (please contact clergy for details of
services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice Fr Tony Norton 01 986 875374; Ipswich St
Mary at the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass
10.45amMendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye
SS Peter and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN ABC Parishes: Binbrook Group
(Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr Hawes
01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736 711360;
Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734; Wainfleet
Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; AB Parishes:
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke
All Saints (Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Nonpetitioning parishes: Lincoln City Mrs Ticehurst 01522 850728 ;
N.E. Lincs Fr Martin 07736 711360 ; S. Lincs Fr Noble 01205
362734

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
vacant; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard 01302 285 316;
Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; Edlington St John
the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St
Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr Wise 01709
582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858; New Bentley
Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St
Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant;
Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy
Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard &
Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858; Sheﬃeld: St Bernard,
Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114
2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, vacant; St Matthew,
Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Priest in
Charge, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821, also priest with
pastoral responsibility for the Parishes of Hunslet St Mary, Cross
Green St Hilda, Richmond Hill St.Saviour; Harehills St Wilfrid, Fr
Terry Buckingham SSC: 01943 876066; Please ring for details of
services

FiF SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome you: St Barnabas,
Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road) Sunday: Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Fr Barry
Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity, Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city centre
road from M271) Sunday: Solemn Mass10am, Midweek Mass and
other service details from Fr William Perry SSC 02380 701896

FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe
Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Chadderton St Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers
0161 627 4986; Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills
0161 681 3644; Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood
0161 624 4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David
Hawthorn 0161 681 4541; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John
O’Connor 0161 465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC,
FiF Churchwarden - George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side
Christ Church, ABC, FiF, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton
0161 633 4441; Peel Green St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
1642; Royton St Paul, ABC, FiF, Canon Peter McEvitt - 01 706
843485; Salford St Paul, ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736

FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- ABC
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian c/o Fr Hailes 0115 9873314; St
George and also St Stephen, Fr Rushforth 0115 952 3378;
St.George the Martyr, Netherfield, vacant, contact Churchwarden
Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478. Worksop: St Paul, vacant; contact
Churchwarden Mrs M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our
Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the
contact for SSWSH in the diocese

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackford and Woodville Fr T
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181;
St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall, Fr.Ian
Wright 0116 277 7455; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P
O’Reilly 0116 240 2215

DIOCESE of TRURO - FIF Recommended Parishes
FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, Fr. M. Mesley –
01326 218947; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Fr.S.Wales – 01326 378638;
ST. DAY: Holy Trinity, (AB) Fr.Simon Bone - 01 209 822862; TRURO:
St. George, Fr. C. Epps – 01827 272630

Faith of Our Fathers
continued from page 19

Bishops of
the Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster

After sketching a true pastor of souls, Sailer gives an account of scientific
training at each step, laying down the principles on which he grounds his direction.
The first part illustrates how to use the treasures of Holy Scripture in the several
departments of his work, taking particular passages of the Bible and showing by
careful analysis not only the doctrines they contain, but the practical duties that
flow from them. He concludes with a careful examination of Paul’s great Pastoral
Epistle to Timothy, showing how closely the Apostle connects his most practical
precepts with dogmatic doctrine. The second part follows the Priest and Pastor
into the various areas of ministry: preaching; catechizing in church or school; more
private instruction: Bible Classes, for example; ministrations to the sick; liturgical
work; and especially the way in which the Church’s festivals can demonstrate
Christian doctrine. The third part concerns the Pastor’s relationships: to his home;
his parish; his brother clergy; his country; with those who are not in communion
with the Church; and with people in general.
I use Sailer to illustrate that Pastoral Theology is no mere guide or handbook
to parish work. The word ‘theology’ is an essential ingredient: the generic element,
declaring that in Pastoral Theology dogma, prayer, and life can never be separated.
Liturgical prayer is primary: the unique expression of the Church – of its faith and
life – and is the basic source of the Church’s thinking. It is a fine example of locus
theologicus, because it is in the liturgy that the sources – Bible and Tradition –
become a living reality. As Irenaeus puts it, ‘Our opinion is in accordance with the
Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn establishes our opinion.’ (Adversus Hæreses
IV:18.5) ND

Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX
0115 973 5168 rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Dr Geoﬀrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
The Right Revd John Salt OGS
(formerly Bishop of St Helena)
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
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NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to NEw DiRECTioNS,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to NEw DiRECTioNS as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
Europe: £45
Rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
Cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR FRIDAY, 9.30 AM
TO 4 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 9.30 am to 4 pm)
* Members of Forward in Faith Wales – Credo Cymru
who are not also members of Forward in Faith UK
should contact their Membership Secretary
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Classified Ads rates
£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising
Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 401611
email m.silver@breathe.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can
provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com
EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En
suite accommodation in beautiful Georgian
Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and
small groups are most welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms are available for
day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering
flat. Contact Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church
Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778
591358 - athawes@tiscali. co.uk
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY Church of
England Church in Brentwood is seeking a
dynamic and motivated Christian
individual for the new part-time role of
Children's and Youth Worker for a large and
vibrant congregation. For more information
on this exciting opportunity and job ec
contact Father Colin Hewi at
fathercolin@live.co.uk.

in the Diocese of Norwich

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 28 May 2016
Mass at 12.00 noon in
S.Mary and All Saints Church,
walsingham
followed by Lunch & Meeting in
Church
(Please bring packed lunch tea/coffee provided)
Keynote Speaker:
The Bishop of wakefield

ALL WELCOME

