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T
he fallout from the General Synod vote of 30
years ago is woven into the DNA of our move-
ment, even for those who are too young to re-

member it or who were not even born at that time. For us
it represented – and indeed still represents – an unwel-
come unilateral decision by the Church of England on
the nature of the sacrament of Holy Orders, placing our
corner of Christendom outside of the practice of the great
Churches of the West and of the East. Three sets of points
spring to mind in this context.

Firstly, we should acknowledge that for some seek-
ing ordination the decision taken was momentous and af-
firming. However painful we have found the aftermath,
it would be lacking in generosity not to record the joy it
has brought for some. And more than that, we know that
a decent proportion of those welcoming the decision, and
going on to become incumbents in Church of England
parishes on the back of it, would have been inspired to
do so at least in part by the worship which they had ex-
perienced in churches in the Anglo-Catholic tradition.
Further, we know that the Five Guiding Principles, de-
veloped well after the vote but devised in a welcome
spirit of conciliation, cannot be a one-way street in either
direction.

Secondly, we need to take stock and politely ask if
the measure introduced has brought the Church the gains
it sought and expected. This is far from straightforward
as any analysis has to factor in the marked decline in
church attendances over the last three decades across all
denominations. 

Dr Rowan Williams was quoted in the Catholic Her-
ald – when still Archbishop of Canterbury in 2006 – as
saying, on the issue of the ordination of women to the
priesthood, that he didn’t ‘think it has transformed or re-
newed the Church of England in spectacular ways’. This
was not intended to be a criticism of the reform but
merely a statement of his experience of its working out
in the Church.

Dr Williams’s predecessor, Dr George Carey, said
during the debate immediately preceding the vote in 1992
that to refuse to ordain women as priests would be for the
Church to turn its back on society. And has society in any

way demonstrated its appreciation that the Church has
sought to embrace its agenda ever since? I think we know
the answer to that. 

It is worth reflecting that we are currently being told
society will only take the Church of England seriously
once there is unilateral action to change the character of
one of the other sacraments, matrimony, so as to allow
same-sex marriage in church. Perhaps our emerging re-
flection should be that a highly secularised society will
only be truly happy once the Church of England has
ditched the last vestiges of what is recognisably Chris-
tian.

Thirdly, we should ask where we go from here. The
statisticians report that, on current trends, the Church of
England will cease to be during the 2060s. That would
seem to signal the end of this particular debate and of any
other debate. There will be nothing left to discuss.

The end-times maybe, and what better season to con-
sider those than Advent But before the Second Coming
there is still our outworking of the First, and the incarna-
tional imperative of Christ’s mission entrusted to us in
the here and now. That means hope rather than despair,
meeting people where they are and trusting in God. We
trust that life may not be easy but that it has purpose now
and at the last, and we shall not be abandoned. We know
that eventually the gates of hell will never prevail; that
whatever the shortcomings of our own lives and even the
Church at times, Dominical truth will triumph.

We have the duty and the joy of being part of eu-
charistic communities Sunday by Sunday and on other
occasions too. We should fulfil our Christian calling,
whether lay or ordained, to participate fully in those eu-
charistic communities and give thanks to God for that op-
portunity. 

Elsewhere in this edition we report hugely encourag-
ing news about the appointment of the Bishop of Bever-
ley. We expect similarly good progress soon about the
appointment of the Bishop of Oswestry. So there remains
a Catholic witness to be lived out in the Church of Eng-
land and, thirty years on, the lamps still burn brightly in
our Holy House and our parish churches. It is our privi-
lege to be called to keep that flame burning.
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FUTURE FAITH
30 years on from the 1992 vote to ordain women, the Catholic
Movement remains active and in good heart. We speak to
young traditionalists who weren’t born then, and a woman in
orders who’s married to one (pp4-7); Fr David Houlding has
been on the journey and looks at where we are now (pp8-10);
Bishop Baker was a student at the time (p9); David Wetherell
offers a view from Australia (pp12-13); and Frances Ward gives
a personal reflection on the positive and the painful (p42).  

SEASON OF HOPE
John Gayford gets us geared up
for Advent (pp36-27); new Advent
books are reviewed on p30; and
Festus has seen something for
the tree (p24, see picture).



N
ew Directions talks to young traditionalists
born since, and a woman priest born just be-
fore, the momentous General Synod vote in

November 1992 to seek their views on what it means to
hold traditionalist Catholic views and what the future
holds

William Allen is in his second year at St Stephen’s
House, Oxford. He was born in December 1997.

Fr Thomas Cotterill is the Assistant Curate of St
Bartholomew’s and St Paul’s, Brighton. He was born
in September 1996.

Fr Michael Dixon is the Assistant Curate of St Wil-
frid’s, Cantley. He was born in June 1996.

The Rev Gemma Fleury is the Assistant Curate of the
Parish of South Elmsall and North Elmsall. She was
born in October 1991 and married Jonathan in Sep-
tember 2020.

Fr Jonathan Fleury is Assistant Curate in the Priory
Benefice, Yorkshire. He was born in June 1995.

How does it feel to be a traditionalist?

Michael Dixon: I am very happy to be a traditionalist
Catholic in the Church of England. It is a great comfort
to know that we hold the faith of millions of our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters around the world. 

Gemma Fleury: I am blessed to be married to a won-
derful man and faithful Christian who is a traditionalist,
and I am fortunate to have several friends who are tradi-
tionalists. Over the years I have
been grateful for many in-depth
conversations about our different
understandings of ministry and
holy orders, in addition to debates
on other theological issues and on
our shared commitment to ortho-
doxy and evangelism. I enjoy
open and honest encounters with
traditionalists as I understand us
all to be endeavouring to be faith-
ful to the ministry God has called
us to, and our discernment of that
will continue throughout our lives.

Jonathan Fleury: The answer to
this question varies from time to
time. Sometimes, the collegial-
ity that traditionalists can enjoy

i.e. through the catholic societies, events, other clergy
etc. is very edifying and leaves me feeling very much
part of a wider movement. At other times, it can feel ex-
tremely isolating when faithfulness to our heritage seems
to be very low on the list of priorities for the wider
church. I am sure many traditionalist clergy (and laity
too) can relate to this.

Tom Cotterill: While there are times when I am baffled
by some of what I hear or read from figures within the
Church of England, I feel confident in my position as a
traditionalist Catholic in a Church which professes her-
self ‘part of’ the one Church of Christ. Being confident
in my own theological and ecclesial identity grounds all
that I am and seek to do as a deacon of the Church of God
(and never only of the Church of England).

William Allen: I think it’s a feeling of ‘halves’. In one
respect, being a part of the traditionalist wing affords the
freedom to express aspects of one’s vocational jour-
ney—the sacramental life and character, the ambition for
Catholic unity—clearly marked out, well governed and
ultimately willing to listen. But traditionalism like all
categories and groups in any church connotes vulnera-
bility too. Will traditionalism last? Are these arrange-
ments enduring? Is the group being true to the needs and
prayers of its members? All of these worries get mixed
in with the feelings of freedom and solidarity.

Have you experienced opposition or confusion?

GF: Ironically, I have experienced more opposition
from others to my being married to a traditionalist than
I have on the account of my being a woman in holy or-
ders. However, I have listened to and carefully consid-

ered the verbal opposition that I
have received during my discern-
ment to priesthood, as I have taken
it to be both part of the process of
discernment to ministry in the
Church of England and of my or
our being part of the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church.
Therefore, I have endeavoured to
understand and respect the points
of view from both sides of the ec-
clesiological and theological de-
bate, as the Church has to hold in
tension the fact that, whilst it has a
duty to discern and follow the
promptings of the Holy Spirit, it
also has the capacity to err (see Ar-

ticle XIX).

Keeping the Faith
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MD: Quite a bit of confusion (es-
pecially among non-religious
members of my family!) but this
has often paved the way for inter-
esting conversations about faith
and belief and why we believe
what we do.

Within the Church of England,
I am sad to say, I have experienced
quite a bit of ‘soft’ opposition - i.e.
‘We don’t understand your posi-
tion but our predecessors have
agreed to tolerate your inconven-
ient position so we feel we must as
a grudging act of Christian char-
ity’.

JF: Naturally. I think there is a lot
of confusion as to what tradition-
alists believe—I suspect because
whilst agreeing on some theologi-
cal issues, we do differ in others,
for good or for ill. In my own ex-
perience I have found myself often
misunderstood and misrepre-
sented, because the ‘label’ is taken
by some to have particular conno-
tations, whatever they may be. For
example, I recall on one placement I did while at theo-
logical college, the female curate assigned to this partic-
ular parish asked me at the end of my placement whether
seeing her at the altar had changed my mind as to the or-
dination of women. I need not elaborate on her assump-
tions: suffice to say my reply was not well received!

Opposition has manifested itself in a variety of ways:
laity ignorant of what I believe but telling me what they
think, fellow ordinands (particularly those of a male, lib-
eral persuasion) distancing themselves from me after
they had learned the ‘terrible truth’. I have found it usu-
ally to be petty and unwilling to initiate or engage in the-
ological discussion. Another dimension people seem to
find confusing is how I can hold to the traditional teach-
ing and practice of holy orders, and my wife be ordained
at the same time. I would hope that we would be demon-
strating a model of integrity to the wider church that
shows how a difference of views can nonetheless work
together in love, sharing a foundation of basic credal or-
thodoxy, ‘mutual flourishing’ in action.

TC: I think I would be a rare son of The Society if I said
that I have never encountered hostility or confusion from
some brothers and sisters in Christ. I have always sought
gently but with conviction to explain my position. I es-
pecially remember one encounter with a brother who
was venting to me some of the common gripes against
the position we hold. He was completely unaware, until
I managed to get a word in edgeways, that the Church to
which he and I both belong has, thanks largely to the pa-
tient commitment of many more eminent figures than
me, said that my position and his are ‘within the spec-

trum of teaching and tradition’ of
our Church. With clarity and char-
ity, and with lips as well as life, I
hope to profess not just a view on
one standalone issue but the essen-
tial underpinning to all that we be-
lieve, which is our membership of
a living body united with its Head
in which we have all that we need
and seek.

WA: My journey towards the tra-
ditionalist group was a meditative
one. Along that road, others have
questioned the decision I eventu-
ally made. The heart of those dis-
agreements stemmed from the poor
channels of communication which
seek to explain what traditionalism
is and how it coheres to present-
day Anglicanism. A focus on
Christian catechesis and a willing-
ness to leave behind politically or
morally-charged conversation
would go far to future-proof future
debates on traditionalism – but
that’s easier said than done.

What do you consider to be important about the tra-
ditionalist wing?

GF: I have a great respect for the commitment of tradi-
tionalists both to Church Tradition and Scripture, which
in themselves are fundamental to the Anglican tradition
we find ourselves in. It is and always has been important
to safeguard the central doctrines of the Church; and
there is perhaps a need to do so more now that personal
experience and the notion of the self/one’s own identity
is influencing theology in different ways. I moreover
hope that the Church of England will continue to discern
and actively question what it is to be ordained and what
it is to minister in our context, as priesthood is an hon-
ourable but dreadful calling because it is one that de-
mands an even greater adherence to God’s
commandments and it is one that carries an even weight-
ier judgment (i.e. James 3:1; Luke 12:48); and so, it is a
position that should not be presumed or taken lightly by
anyone.

JF: I think it is important that affirming our inheritance
as catholic Christians is not reduced to being part of a
single-issue group with conformity to a particular litur-
gical aesthetic. If we are claiming the title of catholic and
all it entails as our heritage, then that involves every as-
pect of our lives and being: there can be no room for
kowtowing to the spirit of the age, theological novelty,
lifestyle choices, or anything else that would compro-
mise on the integrity of the teaching of our Lord and his
Apostles. Traditionalists have the opportunity to model
a holistic pattern of Christian discipleship which shows
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just how life-giving and wholesome the riches of catholic
tradition and the sacred scriptures in their authority can
be.

MD: I believe we have a unique role to play in the Church
of England. Our point of disagreement with the majority
of the CofE (but not, of course, with global Christianity)
is primarily to do with Holy Orders. In our defence of the
traditional understanding of the Holy Orders we remind
the Church of England of the significance of this Sacra-
ment, which is a primary reason that the Church of Eng-
land can be considered a Catholic Church. 

TC: What is most important to me as a traditionalist is
the clear sense that I belong to a living, vibrant body (and
I’m not only referring to the array of vestments sported
by priests and dare I say a few
brother deacons of The Society). I
rejoice that at the heart of our
movement lies the worship of God
and the service of his people, cul-
minating in as well as deriving
from our encounter with the Lord
present most wonderfully in the
sacrament of the altar. It is in this
eucharistic encounter, especially
when one of our Fathers in God
presides, that I myself feel most
sustained, a sense only increased
by the generous post-Mass re-
freshments that I think Society
parishes are particularly adept at
providing.

WA: It isn’t about women. Or
men. Or, for that matter, any hot
and fast debate on ethics, Christian
and secular. Traditionalism is
about revival, witness and the ambitious, exciting project
of re-awakening the catholic heart of the Church. The
most important facet of traditionalism is that it is looking
at the Christian life which it calls ‘sacramental’, and mak-
ing sure it is truly ringing in the Christ which is ‘all and
all’ – and that means an attentiveness to all the traditions
and ways which have distinguished Christian worship
over the centuries.

Who has affirmed your vocation, and how?

MD: My biggest supporters in my vocation have been my
parents who used to drive me to our closest Society parish
at Worksop Priory every Sunday, and back and forth to
theological college every term. 

Thanks also must go to Fr Grant Naylor who affirmed
my vocation whilst I was at university in Sheffield and to
Frs Tim Pike and Philip Kennedy who nurtured my vo-
cation whilst I was a pastoral assistant in London. 

GF: My husband and I met at theological college and we
support each other in every way possible, especially as

we negotiate ministry in two busy parishes. Whilst we
may differ on our understanding of women’s ministry, we
share many similarities in our commitment to the Chris-
tian faith, to orthodoxy, to evangelism, to the identity of
the Church of England, and more. Many of my other
friends who are traditionalists have also supported me
throughout my discernment and training; and, although
they are not able to affirm my vocation as a priest, they
have nevertheless encouraged me in serving Christ and
can say that they are able to discern my calling to some
form of ministry, even if it is not to holy orders.

JF: I feel that a distinction needs to be made between re-
ceiving affirmation to a particular vocation, and being af-
firmed in a general sense. ‘My vocation’ is not mine, nor
will it ever be; it belongs to Christ. A vocation to holy or-

ders does not change the reality
that we are unworthy, sinful min-
isters, and our skills and gifts do
not qualify us or make us any
more worthy to be priests, or dea-
cons, or indeed even bishops. That
said, I found a variety of people —
both those who are and aren’t tra-
ditionalists—supportive of my
discernment, to whom I am very
grateful, especially to the SSM of
my sending parish, who provided
space and a listening ear for my
early attempts to articulate what I
thought was going on. I am espe-
cially thankful for my wife, who
continues to support me each day,
though I am quite undeserving.

TC: I have been struck by how
many people presupposed I was
discerning a call to the priesthood,

even folks who are not especially churchy. My family and
friends have been and remain a tremendous support to me,
helping me to grow into the vocation God has given me
which is one for all of my being. I must pay tribute to Fr
Elston under whom I served as a pastoral assistant in
Camden as well as others, lay and ordained, who have
guided and sustained me as I navigated the discernment
process. Knowing I was (and hopefully still am being)
prayed for and having inspiring priests around me have
been, I think, the two most important aspects of my jour-
ney to ordination.

WA: It’s been a process and quite ‘osmotic’. It’s not a
party political line and I’ve been privileged to make
friends young and old who related to the broad culture of
traditionalism which is all about protecting and encour-
aging traditions and charisms that make Christians who
they are. So much affirmation came from the parish con-
text, because that’s where you look ordinary and wonder-
ful people in the eye and witness to Christ in them: their
needs, their joys.

William Allen
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Was the discernment process difficult?

MD: The discernment process felt long and slow at the
time but perhaps that’s how it should be. Theological dis-
agreements with others became particularly pronounced
but I remained convinced that Catholics have a place in
the Church in which I was baptised and formed in the
faith. 

GF: I first discerned a call to priesthood at the age of 14;
however, having grown-up only
knowing male priests in the
church, I was unsure that I was
able to do this as a female, and
whether I needed to be much
older for it. I have also always
been quite conservative in my
reading of Scripture, so I naturally
wrestled (and still do) with refer-
ences to church leadership and to
God’s ordering of male and fe-
male. However, after 12 years of
discernment, which included a
consideration of the religious life,
I finally entered the process in
2017. It was only then that I learnt
about the issues and debates sur-
rounding the ordination of
women. Although I did not find
any difficulty during the discern-
ment process on account of my being a woman, the com-
plexities of the debate nevertheless became integral to my
continuing discernment which continues to this day. 

JF: I did not begin the discernment process as a tradition-
alist—whilst I was ‘on board’ to a greater extent, it took
the first year of theological college to help me find a fully
traditional view on holy orders. What made the process
difficult after that was the opposition of other ordinands
and clergy to my views, without seeking to engage in
meaningful discussion about it.

TC: I would say that on the whole it was not difficult as
much as lengthy. My year as a pastoral assistant was a
deeply formative experience – one which I would heartily
recommend for any young person sensing the call – and
it was when I myself came to a settled view on my own
theological position.

WA: I think the discernment process has to be rigorous,
and shouldn’t be ‘fallen into’. I was given the opportunity
to reflect long and hard on whether I felt that I belonged
in the traditionalist wing. People with views entirely dif-
ferent from my own gave me that chance. So much of the
discernment process feels governed by personalities
which make or break it – which is indelibly human and
so often unavoidable. I was privileged to speak with some
truly wonderful people, lay and ordained, from whom I
learned much about both traditionalism and its converse.
Many remain good mentors and friends.

What does the future hold?

WA: As a second-year ordinand in Oxford—much study-
ing, praying and careful discernment! And that means
constantly re-evaluating my own faith and attitude to-
wards the traditionalist wing. As a young candidate in
training, it grieves me to encounter one-dimensional
thinkers within and without ordained ministry. My prayer
is that the sort of traditionalism I express is inviting, true
to love of God, true to who he calls me to be in his church.

TC: I look forward each day
to serving the good people of
two parishes in Brighton
where I am curate. God and
Bishop willing, I shall be or-
dained Priest next Petertide. I
especially look forward to
joining priests for whom I
have the utmost love and re-
spect at celebrations where,
together with all the flock, we
may feed and be fed.

MD: I recently married my
lovely wife Lydia with whom
I share a draughty vicarage
and an over-excitable kitten. I
hope, God willing, to be or-
dained priest next Petertide by

the soon-to-be Bishop of Beverley. I speak Russian and
a little Greek and Turkish and am passionate about ecu-
menical relations with our Eastern and Oriental Orthodox
Christian brothers and sisters and am keen to develop my
involvement in this further. We’ll see what God has in
store. 

JF: I can’t know what the future will hold, but it is my
hope and prayer that those who profess to be traditional-
ists will ‘hold fast the faithful word as taught, able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gain-
sayers’ (cf. Titus 1.9)!

GF: Jonathan and I will continue to support and encour-
age one another in our respective ministries; and we hope
that we can be an example and encouragement to others
that theological difference can be held in love and respect,
most especially if our relationships are rooted and
grounded in Christ. It is essential that we learn how to
love those who are different or other to ourselves if we
are to have any hope of learning what it is to love God.
My prayer is that we will together – as the Church of Eng-
land – continue to challenge and encourage one another,
as fellow disciples in Christ, to grow in faithfulness, ho-
liness, and charity; and I pray that we will, by the grace
of the Holy Spirit, continue to discern what it is to be ‘in
Christ’.

Fr Jonathan & Gemma Fleury
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S
o much has been achieved since the Act of Synod
came into being in 1993, following on from the
vote to ordain women to the priesthood on 11th

November 1992. The thirtieth anniversary is equally an
opportunity to recap on our history as a movement and
how we attempted to guide the Catholic life of our
Church over these years. Here I seek to outline some of
the basic principles by which I think we must now strive
to live the Catholic life, with all its contradictions, within
the life of our Church of England. Bishop Martyn Jarrett
has a useful phrase when he talks about ‘bearable anom-
aly’. How do we set about trying to live this life, when it
so often seems to be in contradiction to the path that the
rest of our beloved Church seems to be following? That
is the challenge now set before us.

These past twenty years, of course, have seen the
whole process begun to complete the ordination of
women agenda by admitting them to the episcopate. The
first debate in the Synod came in July 2000. Two amend-
ments were tabled to the original motion: one by the late
Dr Geoffrey Kirk to put down some parameters to the
theological reflection being called for, and the other by
me for ecumenical considerations to be taken into ac-
count Both were defeated. How could anyone vote
against unity, but that was exactly what the Synod had
done. So began the intense debates over the next twelve
years to provide the right balance to enable all to flourish
within the life of the Church. Time and space do not per-
mit me to go through all the various amendments the
Catholic Group tabled in order to secure this, to meet the

vision of the Free Province which was the principle pol-
icy of this organization. One by one they were defeated.
Archbishop Rowan Williams spoke time and again of
the need for provision to be made as a mater of justice
and theological conviction. He spoke famously of the
call to obedience, both to the Lord’s own wish for his
Church and to the tradition which had enshrined it over
the centuries.

Only one amendment prevailed throughout. Again,
it was the brainwave of Fr Kirk, and which as Chairman
of the Catholic Group at the time I had to put it to the
Synod in 2006. It echoed the words of the Lambeth Con-
ference in 1998, that all those in favour as well as those
opposed to the ordination of women to the episcopate
and presbyterate were equally loyal Anglicans. It passed
in all three Houses and the Synod could not undo the im-
plications of such a boundary being laid down. It led to
the defeat first time round of the Measure itself at final
approval. Catholics were blamed and we suffered much
abuse, but in actual fact it was defeated by the generous
liberal middle ground (as opposed to the more mean-spir-
ited liberals around) who simply recognised that the
measure, as it then stood, in no way delivered this parity
or guaranteed a sacramental life for loyal traditionalist
Anglicans.

But time was running out. Threats about getting Par-
liament involved, of removing the Bishops from the
House of Lords (which the bishops did not like), of not
providing anything further, because now the Ordinariate
had come about and that, we were told, was our provi-

From There to Here
David Houlding reflects on the journey from 1992 and where we are today

Fr Houlding addressing the 2022 FiF General Assembly at St Alban's, Holborn (Emma Underhill Photography)



sion. What a row that caused in the Revision Committee.
So a new measure was put together by an enlarged group,
which addressed our concerns, because quite simply the
only way to have women bishops was to ensure those who
could not in conscience accept such an innovation were
to have an honoured place in the life of the Church. So
the Five Guiding Principles came about, upon which the
Measure rested, coupled at the same time with a Declara-
tion from the House of Bishops to guarantee an honoured
place for all. Principles 4/5 outline the theological under-
standing of the doctrine of ‘Reception’ which articulate
our convictions of sacramental assurance and commun-
ion. 

Questions at this stage, however, must be put. Are
these Principles being respected? How long will it be until
we see them being undermined, if they are not already?
When will the movement to rescind them begin? What
does this mutual flourishing look like? Looking to the fu-
ture, this must be one of Forward in Faith’s main concerns
to keep a close eye on developments. And, I might add, it
is the responsibility of all bishops too, properly and theo-
logically understood to uphold the Church’s unity.

The one thing that has been achieved however, which
from the outset of all the debates was our bottom line, was
that this provision should be ‘secure’. It is secure as it can
be, not least because the vote immediately after final ap-
proval had been given called for a two-thirds majority in
all three Houses to be obtained before any undoing of
these arrangements. They are therefore with us now for
as long as they are required. And that is the challenge we
now face: to hold on to our integrity with conviction and
determination. 

So where are we now? Is it all over? Where are we
going? For some, what has been ‘bearable’ in the past has
become ‘unbearable’ and they have had to move into full
communion with Rome; we must respect that. For by its
very nature the must recognise that the Church of England
is provisional in the great scheme of things and our
Catholic movement within it even more so. Communion
with the See of Peter must remain our ultimate goal. Car-
dinal Hume said to us back in 1994 that a weakened
Church of England was not in the interests of Catholicism
or of the mission of the Church in this country. Cardinal
Kasper once said to me when I met him in Rome and
again in London that any Church with a Catholic move-
ment was not in fact a Catholic Church, that we must
therefore never give up working for that unity, which is
the will of the Lord whose Church it is. Cardinal Hume
did not expect everyone to get on the train, but as time
passes, and as we now see the chasm opening up wider
and wider with orders of men, as well as women, we are
unable to recognise, and with the divisions we now have
between jurisdiction and sacramental assurance, these
questions will continue to confront us more and more.
When does this anomaly become truly unbearable? We
will all have slightly different answers to that question,
depending on our circumstances, but it is one that increas-
ingly we will not be able to avoid. We must always re-
spect each other’s decisions and support one another,
however painful we may find it. We are after all first and
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M
ichaelmas term, 1992. I was in my final year
at St Stephen’s House. There were perhaps
35 ordinands in the college at that time. We

had not dwelt on the decisions coming down the track;
friendships had prospered across the divide, although
there was little doubt that the student community was
divided between those supportive of, and those opposed
to, the ordination of women to the priesthood.  

The 11th November was a Wednesday, the day of
the week when the afternoon was given over to House
duties: gardening and the like. I had a flat in Moberly
Close. Early in the morning, the telephone rang: Fr
William Davage (then serving his Title), of this parish.
‘We are ready with bottle of champagne and revolver.’
I busied myself about domestic tasks. The television
was on in the Common Room. Some watched; some
could not bear to do so.

When the result was announced, Fr Philip Ursell,
then Principal of Pusey House, was on television in an
interviewee’s chair alongside a prominent campaigner.
Jean Mayland grasped his hand: ‘Father, don’t leave
us!’ Father’s face was a picture. As the result of the vote
became known, those at the House who were celebrat-
ing melted away to private parties: today’s deans and
residentiary canons among them. The rest of us were
numb. The principal at the time, Fr Edwin Barnes, then
a Proctor in Convocation (and subsequently the first
Bishop of Richborough) returned to the House in the
early evening and called together those unhappy about
the result. He, and not only he, was in tears. For students
to see their Father in God (whatever the disagreements
we had had along in the way) in such distress was deeply
emotional, overwhelming.

On Wednesday evenings the House kept Compline
and Benediction. On this night, Deacon Elaine Bardwell
(as she then was) abandoned the usual programme in
favour of a time of silence before the Blessed Sacrament
exposed. Into that silence were poured many prayers,
petitions, hopes, thoughts, fears for the future. 

When the result of the vote was announced, Fr
Davage had phoned again: ‘Whatever we must do, we
must do it together.’ That admonition both has, and has
not, been fulfilled. Dear friends have departed – some
setting aside their priestly ministry, others pursuing it
in a larger room within the one Church of Jesus Christ.
Some, may they Rest in Peace, the Lord has called to
Glory. But many others have persisted, across these
thirty years, counting among their number bishops,
archdeacons, theological college principals and faithful
priests who have served Holy Church resolutely in the
place where God has called them.

Has it all been folly? ‘But God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong’ (1 Cor 1.27).

I thank God for those bonds of fellowship forged in
Oxford for me, thirty years ago, when the Church of
England resolved upon a new path, but the faith re-
mained unchanged.

+Jonathan Fulham
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foremost Catholic Christians and union with Peter must
be our ultimate destination, however long it takes. 

That leaves me to highlight three things in particular:
principles which guided all our debates and our life over
the last 30 years. First, the need for theology. We must en-
sure that all our arguments are theologically based – oth-
erwise we have no integrity. It is easy to sink into
misogyny and prejudice without even realizing it. Our
theology must begin with the incarnation and the atone-
ment. What does it mean to understand that the second
person of the Trinity became incarnate as a man, suffered
on the cross for our salvation, and that through his priest-
hood pleads our cause before his Heavenly Father and
ours. These are fundamental questions, which must re-
main at the forefront of our all our theological reflection.
Only with careful and thorough theological underpinning
will our integrity have any validity. 

Secondly, the need for ecumenism must continue. As
we see a Church of England and Anglican Communion
increasingly disengaged from ecumenical relationships,
except perhaps with the more Protestant denominations,
we must work for that greater Catholic identity which
gives meaning and purpose to our ecclesial life and which
is after all in accordance with our Lord’s own will. 

Thirdly, and in a very basic way, we are called to
keep the show on the road. If our churches are to survive
then they must be Catholic – or they are nothing and they
will close. We only exist, as we have always done; as the
Oxford Movement came into being in the first place to re-
mind the Church of England that it is Catholic before any-
thing else. However much it may have departed from
Catholic norms and discipline, it remains part of the one,
holy, Catholic and apostolic church. The Church of Eng-
land needs its Catholic movement to remind the whole
Church of its identity and purpose. We need to come to
terms with the possibility that the Church may be smaller,
that there may well be fewer clergy, but small is beautiful
and God is faithful. Who is the Lord of the Church? For it
is him in whom we place our trust.

The challenges that lie ahead are daunting and im-
mense. We have to learn to work together much more
closely. If we could pool some of our extensive resources
then we could be much more effective, instead of the in-
herent tendency to plough our own furrows. Do we really
need all of our Catholic societies, as we have inherited
them? Has the time perhaps come to look at our differing
agendas and see how they can come under the one agenda
of The Society, true to the principle of being episcopally
led? I am not suggesting that we lose the individual
charisms of our different societies, but rather to pool some
of our financial resources so as to make all the difference;
the difference between survival rather than extinction, it
must be said.

Forward in Faith is a great rallying force and can
match its agenda and goals with what we are all trying to
achieve now as we live out this new way of being Church.
This year we had the last of our National Assemblies of
Forward in Faith, as we have known them over the last 30
years. Of course, we had not been able to hold such gath-
erings during the pandemic, and during this time much

work has been done to redo the Constitution to bring the
organization to where we now find ourselves within the
Church of England. It no longer needs the large Council,
meeting three times a year. The need now is to be more
streamlined, but certainly to keep a close eye on the pol-
lical agenda of our Church. What a mistake it would be
to presume Forward in faith is no longer needed – simply
because we now have the provision given to us by the
House of Bishops. That is, for a Declaration to be made
by Parochial Church Councils, by majority vote, accom-
panied by a statement of theological conviction, in order
that our ecclesial like might be overseen by Episcopal
Visitors and the introduction by our Traditionalist Bish-
ops of a new Society, to enable us to live in full commun-
ion with one another. This now has become our new way
of being Church – just as we had to make the Act of
Synod our own back in the 1990s, so ‘The Society’ has
come into being, to enable us to be the Church. It is not
just another society which we may wish to belong to but
the Church – the only expression of Church, with which
we can now identify. We resemble a church within a
Church. That’s the way it is now. 

What is the agenda of the Church Union now? As its
President, I know we still need to ask hard questions. We
need teaching material and publications as never before,
so here is a role for it which must be put at the disposal of
the whole church. We have seen this recently in the dis-
tribution of their leaflets on the seven sacraments. Fr
Kevin Smith from Walsingham reminds us how essential
it is for us to keep an eye on the issue of the Seal of the
Confessional. If that is to be qualified in any way, then
that too will greatly undermine the office of the priest,
possibly even more so than admitting women to the order.
But how might considerable financial resources of the CU
be made more widely available? What is true here can
well be asked of CBS, SOM, in particular of SSC and the
various Catholic charities. 

ACS already is having requests for assisting with
whole stipends, rather than just expenses for curates, in
order to keep the parochial ministry going in some places.
These sorts of requests will only increase as the financial
pressures escalate. The need is pressing, and we can all
work together if the vision is there along with the deter-
mination to see it through. 

The Lord does presumably know why he has called
us to serve him and placed us where we are, and he will
lead us into all truth. The challenge of faith and to remain
faithful remain, as before, so now. We may have fought
the good fight, but the battle is not won. Ever vigilant and
engaged, we are all called to be messengers, watchmen
and stewards, in the footsteps of all those who went before
us – over these past 30 years and throughout time.

Bishop Brian Masters, of blessed memory, would say
‘success is not a New Testament word’ but faithfulness
is both a Biblical concept and a challenge. Faithful and
steadfast, it is our challenge to embrace and own – press-
ing on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called us heavenward in Christ Jesus (Phil 3.14) – ever on-
wards and upwards. 
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t was announced on 12 October that the Revd Canon
Stephen Race, Rector of the Benefice of Central
Barnsley in the Anglican Diocese of Leeds and Area

Dean of Barnsley, will be the next Bishop of Beverley.
He will be consecrated in York Minster on St Andrew’s
Day (30 November) as the fourth PEV Bishop of Bever-
ley in succession to the Rt Revd Glyn Webster who re-
tired in January.

Speaking of his new role which will see him caring
for parishes across the Northern Province, Fr Stephen
said he would strive for positive dialogue within the
Church and looks forward to serving the region in a new
way.

‘I am slowly getting used to the idea that I have been
called by God to be a bishop in His church and that I have
been invited to take on the role and responsibility of the
Bishop of Beverley,’ Fr Stephen said. ‘I look forward to
meeting new colleagues and partners in the Gospel as we
seek to serve the parishes and people of the Northern
Province.’

‘It is my hope that all those who look to the Bishop
of Beverley for pastoral and sacramental support may
continue to be a vibrant presence within the Church in
order that all people may have the opportunity to hear
and respond to the transformational love of Jesus Christ.’

‘I consider myself to be fortunate enough to have
had positive and nurturing experiences of a wide variety
of traditions within the Church, all of which bring their
own charism and insights to our fellowship.’ 

‘I recognise the challenges that come with being the
Bishop of Beverley, but will seek to be a Bishop for the
whole church and rejoice in the gift of the Five Guiding
Principles which offer us a profound way to live despite
our differences. I continue to pray for the fruitfulness of
our ecumenical dialogues that seek to draw churches into
the unity for which the Lord prays. I hope that reconcil-
iation will be at the forefront of my life as I seek to serve
the Church as a bishop in an increasingly complex
world.’

‘I warmly welcome Fr Stephen’s appointment as
Bishop of Beverley and he, together with the parishes he
will serve, will have my prayers,’ added Stephen Cot-
trell, the Archbishop of York. ‘Like every person who is
called into episcopal ministry Fr Stephen won’t just be
a bishop for those committed to his care, but for the
whole Church. Indeed, I very much look forward to
Stephen encouraging those parishes who look to the
Bishop of Beverley for pastoral and sacramental care to
continue to play their full part in the lives of the commu-
nities and dioceses of which they are part. Encouraging
the continued renewal of the catholic voice of the Church
of England continues to be essential for us in being truly
a church that is focused on, and shaped by, Jesus Christ.’

The Society Bishops also welcome the news with
Bishop Tony Robinson commenting, ‘I am delighted by
the appointment of Stephen Race as the next Bishop of
Beverley. I have worked with him for the past 17 years
and seen his ministry as Parish Priest, Diocesan Director
of Ordinands and Area Dean of Barnsley. Stephen will
bring a wealth of experience to his role’.

Fr Stephen was born in Zimbabwe during the strug-
gle for Independence and was raised in the Anglican
Provinces of Central and Southern Africa. His commit-
ment to social justice took root while he was still at pri-
mary school in South Africa during the anti-Apartheid
struggle, but it was during his O-Level year as a sixteen-
year-old in Botswana that he first felt the prompting of
the Holy Spirit that ultimately led to his ordination.

Graduating from Durham University, he qualified
as a teacher and following time working in both Kenya
and Somerset he went to St Stephen’s House, Oxford in
2000 to begin his formational training. Ordained both
deacon and priest in Carlisle Diocese, Fr Stephen has
spent his entire ordained ministry in the north of England
as a Parish Priest, Area Dean, and Diocesan Director of
Ordinands. He has been a Bishops’ Adviser in the na-
tional discernment process, involved still with education
as trustee of a Multi-Academy Trust, and also a trustee
of a charity that helps people with a variety of disabilities
access welfare and social support.

Fr Stephen met and married Jane while they were at
university. Jane is a full-time primary school teacher and
they have four adult children.

The See of Beverley was revived in 1994 to give
sacramental assurance to traditionalist parishes in the
Province of York’s twelve dioceses. Since 2014, three of
the dioceses have had additional support from a resident
suffragan bishop, namely the Bishop of Wakefield in the
Diocese of Leeds, and the Bishop of Burnley in the
Blackburn and Carlisle dioceses.

Canon Stephen Race: 
the next Bishop of Beverley

The Bishop of Wakefield, Canon Race, 
the Archbishop of York
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A
s far as I can recollect, the precise question of
the ordination of women and men is never ad-
dressed in the Bible. Scripture and Theology

are inconclusive on the matter of the ordination of
women. Alec Graham, then chairman of the Church of
England’s Doctrine Committee, put it succinctly at the
English General Synod in 1992, ‘surely Scripture never
addresses that question.’

Indeed, the ordination question does not appear to
lie within the realm of ‘Theology’: I believe it belongs
to a different domain, that of knowledge of the church,
commonly called ecclesiology. However, the Australian
General Synod’s Doctrine Commission of 1977 made
‘Theology’ central with these words: ‘the theological
objections which have been raised do not constitute a
barrier to women’s ordination’. This majority statement
was carried with one dissentient, Broughton Knox. 

Some in Australia have regarded the Statement of
1977 as the Magna Carta of women’s ordination. But the
1977 Statement could be stood on its head. Reformed
Presbyterians believed there were no ‘theological objec-
tions’ to the wholesale abolition of bishops and priests.
Episcopal and priestly functions would be taken by Pres-
byterian congregations. Roman Catholics might have ar-
gued – but did not do so in any formula – that there were
no ‘theological objections’ to the emergence of the Pa-
pacy… And so on.

As to Scripture, books recently published by Angli-
can clergy show how diametrically opposed biblical
scholars remain on the question of women’s priestly or-
dination. The overwhelming clerical emphasis on Scrip-
ture is not surprising: the ordained clergy who write
most of the commentaries were taught Scripture as a
major part of their training. Other disciplines, for exam-
ple, comparative religion and anthropology, are notable
for their absence. Nowhere in Australian synod discus-
sions were they mentioned. And they should be men-
tioned. 

We should have considered the question from a so-
cial and anthropological standpoint too. We have not
done this fully and I offer the religious route followed
by Camilla Wedgwood of English pottery family fame.
She was an anthropologist and head of Women’s Col-
lege at the University of Sydney. I had the privilege of
contributing several of the social and religious chapters
in her biography published by UNSW Press in 1990 (with
Charlotte Carr-Gregg, Camilla: CH Wedgwood 1901-
1955 A Life). Wedgwood was a research assistant and
disciple of Bronislaw Malinowski, probably the world’s
most influential anthropologist in the middle period of
the 20th century. Originally an atheist, she became first a
Quaker and then an Anglican.

Wedgwood’s attraction to the ceremonial of the An-
glican Church was closely linked to her understanding

of visible symbols and rituals as the binding elements of
any society. As a disciple of Malinowski, she well un-
derstood that the vehicle of authentic religious experi-
ence lay in the rituals, artefacts and ceremonial feasting
of most societies. 

Wedgwood characterised two broad features of rit-
ual, no matter how ‘primitive’ the religious expression,
in the following words:

(a) the worshippers recognize that it is ritual, that is,
symbolic acts and

(b) the worshippers believe that ritual re-enacts, in
part at least, a genuine historical event.

In a large part of the Eucharistic liturgy the priest repre-
sents the congregation, for example in the Prayer of
Humble Access and the distribution of the Communion
elements. But at the moment of the Consecration he does
not represent the congregation but represents Jesus at the
Last Supper. Quoting Wedgwood, what happens is a re-
capitulation of a ‘genuine historical event’. The Eu-
charist’s ritual acts have been interpreted by Christians
as relating to the central events of salvation – passion,
death and resurrection. And in each of these ritual actions
the central character is a male. 

Therefore, to reduce the desirability of male priests
at the Consecration simply to a prejudice against women
and away from established ritual is to over-simplify. It
also strays into the newly emerging area of ‘gender neu-
trality’ – the idea that gender simply does not matter, and
that men and women can be equal in all things. Already
this is causing problems in international sporting com-
petitions, and so-called ‘safe spaces’ are now under
scrutiny, where a woman who knows herself to be a
woman biologically can feel secure and free from threat
in a changing room, public lavatory or prison wing.

There seems to be plenty to affirm women’s liturgi-
cal ministry: preaching, reading the lessons, assisting in
the administration of the Communion and so on, not to
mention pastoral work and procedural duties. We might
also look to the Universal Church. Rome and Orthodoxy
make up 80 percent of the world’s Christians; two per-
cent are Anglicans. They are not without their own issues
either, but a certain adherence to order has prevailed.

It’s easy to understand the impatience of liberal
Broad Church Anglicans with ‘quibbles’, as they see it,
about women priests. As exemplified in Melbourne and
in many other dioceses, Anglicans have sought to em-
phasise the ethical component in Christianity rather than
what they see as some arcane Anglo-Catholic preoccu-
pation with priesthood, episcopacy, or continuity with
the ancient Orthodox and Catholic church. The original
focus was largely personal and domestic, but with the
passage of time Anglicans, along with Christians of other
denominations, have projected ethical concerns beyond

Anglican Orders in the Antipodes
David Wetherell writes from Australia on the ordination of women debate, its progress, and universal
questions for us all
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the sphere of the home to the world, as evinced in com-
munity and social justice issues – first the abolition of
slavery, then poverty and working conditions in industrial
societies, and more recently the status of women, gay and
transexual minorities, the Developing World, refugees,
and now above all, the environment.

A concern for social justice is the mark of Christian-
ity as a whole. The Christian religion demands a commit-
ment from its adherents to social equity and justice for all
human beings. Within the Anglican Communion, the pas-
sion for justice has also been accompanied by a tolerance
of differing theologies. This prevailed until the 1970s,
when ambiguities finally became irreconcilable over the
matter of gender. The general response among many lib-
eral Broad Church Anglicans was a shrugging aside of
Catholic objections: What do such things matter? 

They do, and here are some statistics. In the USA in
1976 the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) recognized the ir-
regular ordination of the first group of women which had
taken place two years earlier. In the forty years since then,
the church has experienced widespread internal division
and its membership has been cut in half. It is expected that
the remaining half will halve again in the coming fifteen
years. In other words, if the US trend continues the de-
cline will become steeper. 

In Britain, the first women were ordained in 1994.
The Church of England entered the 2020s with the Anglo-
Catholics apparently marginalised, some having joined
the RC Ordinariate, some remaining under their own
‘Forward in Faith’ bishops [known as ‘The Society’]and
some leaving the church altogether. The attendance num-
bers at Anglican services in the UK is predicted to decline
to one percent of the population in the coming ten years.
Women’s ordination is not, of course, the only contribut-
ing factor, and it’s still too early comprehensively to
measure it against other socio economic and demographic
factors. But the ruptures over women’s ordination are
among the most obvious of the weakening causes, and it’s
in the US, Canada and Britain that the trends are the most
severe. The growth areas of Anglicanism such as in
Africa seem little affected. In Australia the total number
of practising Anglicans will become better known with
the results of the 2021 National Church Life Survey, as
well as Australia’s national population census in the same
year.  

Some would say that the quest for social justice re-
mains, but the Anglo-Catholic emphasis on church order
has been greatly weakened – or has evaporated. Without
the emphasis on doctrine and church order provided by
the Catholics or the biblical backbone given by the Evan-
gelicals, ‘social conscience’ can weaken into a kind of
nerveless altruism.

The proportion of Australians registering as Angli-
can has declined to below 10 percent. Anything like the
early triumphalism of the women - priest cause has long
departed. Certain facts speak for themselves. Only 20 per
cent of the 210 parishes in the liberal-leaning diocese of
Melbourne are headed by women. The rest are assistants
and it seems that although parishes voted for women
priests in synods most parishes don’t want them as heads.

The most aggressive clerical and lay champions of ordi-
nation are refugees from the Australia’s oldest and largest
diocese, Sydney, where women have no prospect of or-
dination. 

What has been achieved, therefore, and how much
has Sydney’s issue become Australia’s problem? Indeed,
the present Archbishop of Melbourne’s term ends before
long, and the chances of a conservative Evangelical suc-
cession are quite high. Possibly this trend, as well as the
sobering decline in Anglican numbers. has also helped
moderate the fervour of the women-as-priests cause.

Perhaps in Australia we might cast our minds back
to Melbourne in the late 19th century. In the face of the
secular Darwinist onslaught in those days, the church did
not crumple up. Instead, the great Bishop James Moor-
house inspired his audiences: ‘Christianity enlarges all
horizons, intensifies all emotion, stimulates imagination
and opens the way to worlds of hope and love which are
boundless and wonderful’. 

That is what any church should exist for.

David Wetherell is former senior lecturer and honorary
fellow in history at Deakin University, Victoria, Aus-
tralia.

Statement on IICSA’s final report
and the Seal of Confession

We welcome the priority the Church of England has ac-
corded in recent years to improving its record on safe-
guarding. The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual
Abuse (IICSA) has produced its final report and it is
clear that more needs to be done. We know that all those
involved in the life of the Church will strive to meet the
challenges arising.

There is one particular strand of the report which
we must respond to immediately given its serious – and
negative – implications for Church life and that is the
recommendation that there should be a duty of disclo-
sure for serious safeguarding matters. The duty would
be without exception, thus breaching the Seal of Con-
fession. 

We are unaware of any evidence to suggest that the
Seal of Confession has hampered progress on safe-
guarding in any way. Equally, we are unaware of any
evidence to suggest that applying the duty of disclosure
to Confession will lead to improvements in safeguard-
ing.

Moreover, we feel deeply uneasy at a secular body
seeking to impinge on the administration of the
Church’s sacraments – of which Confession is one –
which are at the core of its mission to the world, and
which have been provided by God to His people as
channels of His grace. The sacraments are preserved and
administered by the Church and do not belong to us;
they are therefore not ours to amend.

We now need to spend time studying the report in
detail and consulting with ecumenical partners before
responding further.

The Trustees of Forward in Faith, 20 October 2022



‘A
pril is the cruellest month.’ These lines are
instantly familiar to anyone who has read
or tried to read The Waste Land, and Octo-

ber 2022 marks the centenary of the London publication
of T.S. Eliot’s poem and James Joyce’s Ulysses. Those
twin peaks of High Modernism revolutionised literary
production in the early part of the twentieth century. The
modernist movement belongs to a specific period of cul-
tural history, the social crisis of transition to modernity
exacerbated by the trauma of the First World War, and
modernist artists were obsessed with the collapse of
Western civilization in a fragmented destabilised world.
Now, looking back at the completed arc of literary mod-
ernism, we might read Ulysses and The Waste Land
from a different angle, paying more attention to issues
of belief, centred often on the motif of the quest, which
in both is related to their very different uses of myth. 

Modernist scholarship has generally focused on tex-
tual obscurity, themes of alienation and exile, an aesthet-
ics of fragmentation, and on what Eliot called ‘the
mythical method’. On reading Ulysses Eliot saw Joyce’s
use of myth as ‘a way of controlling, of ordering, of giv-
ing a shape and a significance to the immense panorama
of futility and anarchy which is contemporary history’
(Ulysses, Order, and Myth’ 1923). Interestingly in their
attempts to ‘make it new’ the modernists were haunted
by history and tradition, and Eliot’s and Joyce’s use of
myth is effectively their way of negotiating with the

dead. However, Eliot uses myth to castigate the modern
world for its degeneration from ancient holistic world
views, while Joyce uses myth as a kind of shadowy blue-
print for an imaginative transcendence of ordinariness,
exploiting the recurrence of narrative patterns, but with
no sense of nostalgia in his comedic celebration of the
living world. 

As Northrop Frye suggested, there are two basic
mythical patterns: the cyclical seasonal pattern, and the
linear teleological one of the Bible from Creation to Rev-
elation, which also gives its shape to the quest myth.
Both Eliot’s and Joyce’s texts follow the linear structural
principle, though in The Waste Land Eliot overlays this
with the cyclical pattern of seasonal return. In both, the
religious resonances are frequent, though strikingly
Eliot’s awareness of a vast range of spiritual beliefs
(Christian, Buddhist, Hindu) and his deployment of dif-
ferent myths disguise his underlying Christian impera-
tive. Michael Bell’s comment accurately describes the
poem’s strategies of indirection: ‘The Waste Land is a
great poem of religious quest in which the essentially
inner or spiritual theme is ambivalently projected both
on to an external social plane and on to a mythic back-
drop’. By contrast, the quest motif, now doubled in
Joyce’s recycling of Homeric myth, is the basic unifying
principle in this complex narrative.

The Waste Land does not advertise itself as a quest,
but rather as a wandering in the wilderness. The poem
evolved from a chaotic draft which Eliot showed to Ezra
Pound in January 1922 and which Pound skilfully edited
with Eliot’s help, a debt which Eliot acknowledged in
his dedication, ‘For Ezra Pound, il miglior fabbro’. Ac-
cording to Tim Armstrong, Pound who was another
American expatriate like Eliot, was ‘central to any ac-
count of modernism in England’, for while in London he
worked tirelessly to promote avant-garde art as the
‘guide and lamp of civilization’.

The Waste Land opens with ‘The Burial of the
Dead’, echoing the title of the Anglican Burial Service
and with distorted echoes of Chaucer’s opening of The
Canterbury Tales, though promises of resurrection and
seasonal renewal are blighted and the strength of the
buried life emerges in bizarre forms. Instead of a fertile
landscape, here is a waste land, a place of ‘stony rubbish’
filled with ‘a heap of broken images’, dead trees, drought
and death. London is the land of the living dead: ‘I had
not thought death had undone so many’, Eliot’s transpo-
sition of his poetic mentor Dante’s lines from the In-
ferno; as one critic commented, ‘Eliot spends a lot of
time in the modern equivalent of Inferno III’. The
poem’s densely allusive cosmopolitan texture implicates
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The Modernism Centenary 
Coral Ann Howells looks at James Joyce’s Ulysses and T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, published 100 years
ago and which ushered in the Modernist Movement

James Joyce in 1922
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readers in the hopeless human condition as the narrative
continues its grim reportage through the neurotic voices
of women mixed with the nightingale’s song and jazz
rhythms. Almost glancingly the Fisher King is intro-
duced, the central figure of the Grail legend in Jessie L.
Weston’s From Ritual to Romance, a major source for
Eliot’s poem. However, his King is a figure in a de-
graded landscape as he sits ‘fishing in the dull canal,
stripped of his role as potential agent of revitalization
and resurrection. While there may be visionary flashes
in the Buddha’s Fire Sermon and the church of St Mag-
nus Martyr with its ‘inexplicable splendour of Ionian
white and gold’, spiritual and aesthetic feelings are
muted in this elegy.

Only in the final section does the deep structure of
the spiritual quest break surface, though the moment of
release is still entangled in a referential framework which
mixes seasonal fertility myths, the Grail legend, the Bib-
lical story of Christ’s crucifixion, with an apocalyptic
narrative of civilization’s destruction. A series of night-
mare visions imply that even Christ’s appearance to His
disciples on the road to Emmaus inspires fear and doubt,
or the Arthurian knight’s journey to the ruined Chapel
Perilous, where he hears the cock crowing, recalling
Christ’s death. Then suddenly comes the moment when

the drought breaks over the Ganges, as Eliot turns away
from Europe to Hindu scriptures with the fable of the
Thunder in the Upanishads. The Thunder speaks three
times in an ancient Indo-European monosyllable, ‘DA’,
which is glossed by three Sanskrit words: ‘Datta, Dayad-
hvam, Damyata’, translated by Eliot as ‘Give, Sympa-
thize, Control’, and interpreted differently by different
listeners. A subtle change occurs as the Fisher King sits
on the shore ‘with the arid plain behind me’, and the
chaos of voices in the Tower of Babel is stilled with the
three words customarily said at the end of a Hindu
prayer, ‘Shantih shantih shantih’. Without a full stop at
the end, the poem implies that the spiritual quest is on-
going. Eliot became a devoted Anglo-Catholic five years
later.

Ulysses gives a different inflection to the quest motif
and to the mythical method, for Joyce’s approach is more
sympathetically attuned to the human condition with its
endless proliferation of ambiguities. The Odyssey pro-
vides the perfect ordering principle for Joyce’s poly-
phonic narrative structure, as he enmeshes its mythic
pattern in a network of contemporary human relations at
a specific place and time: ‘dear dirty Dublin, 16 June,
1904’. ‘Hold to the now, the here, through which all fu-
ture plunges to the past’ (‘Scylla and Charybdis’). And
in Ulysses the quest is doubled. Joyce’s hero Leopold
Bloom’s quest is that of ‘a competent keyless citizen’
who proceeds ‘energetically from the unknown to the
known through the incertitude of the void’ (‘Ithaca’) di-
rected towards his homecoming to 7 Eccles Street. He
stands in contrast to Stephen Dedalus, who is always
‘proceeding syllogistically from the known to the un-

James Joyce by Jacques-Emile Blanche, oil on canvas
1935 (c) National Portrait Gallery, London

T.S. Eliot by Henry Ware Eliot, 1926 vintage gelatine 
silver print, National Portrait Galler



known … upon the incertitude of the void’ (‘Ithaca’);
both of them share a modernist sensibility, but their par-
allel quests never coincide. They reveal, I suggest,
Joyce’s own divided consciousness on spiritual matters,
for although he lived as an exile in Trieste, Zurich and
Paris for forty years, his work is rooted in his Irishness,
his Roman Catholic upbringing, and his renunciation of
the faith. While Joyce’s hostility to the dogma of
Catholicism led him to adopt a deliberately secular hu-
manist vision, he remained profoundly affected by that
religion’s habits of thought. As Stephen’s friend Cranly
shrewdly observed in Portrait of the Artist, ‘It is a curi-
ous thing, do you know, how your mind is supersaturated
with the religion in which you say you disbelieve’- and
so too with Joyce. Stephen’s aim and Joyce’s also, is to
be ‘a priest of the eternal imagination’ where art be-
comes the sacred mystery. Between these two polar op-
posites, Bloom / Ulysses / the father and Stephen /
Telemachus / the son, Joyce constructs his revision of a
quest narrative from the dual perspectives of Bloom’s
humanist ethic and Stephen’s spiritual aesthetic.
Stephen is the youthful artist figure who has failed in his
quest for unfettered freedom from obligations to his fam-
ily, his fatherland, and his church, now suffering from
remorse at his refusal to take part in the Catholic prayers
for his dying mother. Haunted by her ghost, he is still
trying to free himself, when in a crisis of agony he drunk-
enly smashes the chandelier in a brothel, but he is res-
cued by Bloom: ‘Come home. You’ll get into trouble’
(‘Circe’). Bloom leads Stephen away, having paid for the
broken chandelier. That kindly practical gesture is typi-
cal of Bloom, who takes an outsider’s non-judgmental

perspective on his fellow human beings. A Jew and a
non-believer, Bloom has made his leisurely way round
the Dublin streets all day, where he is presented as
Everyman or Noman, Sinbad the Sailor, the Wandering
Jew, the Good Samaritan, one who accepts ‘warm full-
blooded life’ as it is. Unlike Stephen, he does not seek
the transcendental, motivated by his human-centred be-
lief in love: ‘I mean the opposite of hatred’(‘Cyclops’).
He is a ‘citizen’ of the world, and his approach is more
firmly rooted in traditional Christian values than many
of Dublin’s Irish Catholics. When Bloom takes Stephen
home with him for a cup of cocoa and the offer of a bed,
their conversation reveals that they have little in com-
mon, and yet when Stephen is leaving and they look
silently at each other, Joyce insists on their common hu-
manity in all its ambiguity of difference and affinity:
‘Silent, each contemplating the other in both mirrors of
the reciprocal flesh of theirhisnothis fellowfaces’
(Ithaca’). Stephen vanishes into the night, still seeking,
and Bloom goes to bed. This is his homecoming and his
quest ends with his achievement of ‘equanimity’ as he
goes to sleep beside his adulterous wife, now forgiven,
under ‘the apathy of the stars’. 

Both Eliot and Joyce rehearse their troubled rela-
tionship to issues of belief by adopting the literary form
of the quest with its possibilities of artistic resolution -
for Eliot finally a benediction, for Joyce a fine balance
between Bloom’s equanimity and Stephen’s restless
wanderings in this human comedy played out upon ‘the
incertitude of the void’. The mythical method proved
able to accommodate the proliferating ambiguities so
characteristic of literary modernism.

Coral Ann Howells is Professor Emerita at the Univer-
sity of Reading and Senior Research Fellow at the Insti-
tute of English Studies, University of London. She has
lectured and published widely on English Canadian lit-
erature, especially on contemporary Canadian women
writers, and is editor of the Cambridge Companion to
Margaret Atwood, co-editor of the Cambridge History
of Canadian Literature and volume 12 of the Oxford His-
tory of the Novel in English. She has also held Visiting
Professorships in Europe and India, and is a Fellow of
the Royal Society of Canada.
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Ulysses was first published in Paris on 2 February 1922,
then in London in October that year. It was banned for
obscenity in the USA till 1934 and in Britain till 1936.
The Waste Land was first published in The Criterion in
October, then a month later in The Dial, before appear-
ing in book form in 1923, with Eliot’s Notes added.
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T.S. Eliot, possibly by Lady Ottoline Morrell, 
vintage snapshot print 1920, National Portrait Gallery
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J
ust as the first edition of the English Hymnal in 1906
showed itself to be rooted in the natural world, long
before ‘environmentalism’ and ‘climate change’

were part of our vocabulary, so also the injustices of our
world and the innate corruption with which fallen human
beings are tainted featured in several of its hymns. Many
were included in the ‘National’ section of the hymn
book, a heading which disappears in the Revised English
Hymnal, though all the items in it in the New English
Hymnal have been retained. Others were to be found
among the general hymns.

The English Hymnal was the first collection to re-
move the verse in ‘All things bright and beautiful’ which
claimed that the rich man in his castle and the poor man
at his gate were part of God’s design for human society.
New compositions by Henry Scott Holland (‘Judge eter-
nal, throned in splendour’) and G.K. Chesterton (‘O God
of earth and altar’) still speak to our condition, and al-
though Chesterton’s ‘prince and priest and thrall’ has a
ring of medieval feudalism about it, we need to remem-
ber that the feast of Christ the King was introduced to re-
mind us that secularism is ‘rule’ without God and bound
to fail.

In 1986, the New English Hymnal placed many such
hymns in a new section called ‘The Kingdom of God’
and this has been continued in the latest revision. The ed-
itors consider this the best context for them, and have
avoided the entirely secular term, ‘social justice.’ True
to the book’s tradition they also believe, together with
many ancient hymns, that we should address our needs
to God himself. 

‘Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore/And make us
rise to fall no more;

Once more upon thy people shine/And fill the world
with love divine.’ (NEH 12) 

Such lines have directness and power lacking in hymns
and prayers which begin ‘we pray that….’ or ‘help us
to…’ as if the Kingdom of God were something we
could build ourselves.  The roots of justice and righteous-
ness lie at the heart of the Church’s daily prayer: ‘Thy
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.’ The feast of Christ the King crowns the
Church’s year, before it begins once again with the sea-
son of Advent.

O CHRIST the Lord, O Christ the King,
Who wide the gates of death didst fling,
Whose place upon creation’s throne
By Easter triumph was made known,
Rule now on earth from realms above,
Subdue the nations by thy love. 

2 Lord, vindicate against man’s greed
The weak, whose tears thy justice plead;
Thy pity, Lord, on those who lie
Broken by war and tyranny;
Show them the Cross which thou didst bear,
Give them the power that conquered there;

3 Let those whose power usurps thy throne
Acknowledge thou art Lord alone;
Cause those whose lust torments mankind 
Thy wrath to know, thy mercy find;
Make all the rebel world proclaim
The mighty power of thy blest name.

4 So shall creation’s bondage cease,
Its pangs of woe give birth to peace;
And all the earth, redeemed by thee,
Shall know a glorious liberty:
O haste the time, make short the days
Till all our cries dissolve in praise.

R. T. Brooks, 1918-85
© Hope Publishing Company,

www.hopepublishing.com  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The hymn begins with the Lordship and Kingship of
Christ in his work of redemption on the cross, vindicated
by his resurrection from the dead. It was this work that
made known to his creatures on earth his universal and
eternal Kingship. So, the author appeals to Christ in the
final lines of the verse and throughout the rest of his text
to rule on earth and to subdue ‘the nations’ not by force,
but by love.

And the love of Christ is not weak or sentimental as
verse 2 proclaims, with a similar directness to Scott Hol-
land’s and Chesterton’s texts. The writer asks Christ to
vindicate the weak and those who are victims of war and
tyranny against the human greed which breeds such evil
and injustice. He asks him to empower the weak and the
broken by showing them Christ enthroned on the Cross,
where he is both Christus Rex and Christus Victor.

It is the same love which alone can turn the hearts of
those whose power usurps that of Christ the King, so that
they may acknowledge him as the only Lord. In strongly
worded lines, Christ is asked to ‘cause’ or make those
whose ‘lust torments mankind’ see God’s anger and find
his mercy. And this applies to all of us: the whole ‘rebel’
world is to proclaim the mighty power of Christ’s
blessèd name.

For, in the final verse, based on St Paul’s Epistle to
the Romans 8.19-23, it isn’t just a question of the wicked
getting their comeuppance, because the whole creation

Christ the Lord and Christ the King
For Martin Draper, the Kingdom of God is a powerful theme for hymns



is in the ‘travail’ of rebirth. Perfect freedom is to be found
in the service of God, through which we experience a
‘glorious’ liberty. 

The hymn concludes with a heartfelt plea – ‘O haste
the time’ – timelessly appropriate for our world in every
age. It leads us into Advent and reminds us of the urgency
of the first thing we ask of ‘Our Father’, whose name is
holy, every day of our lives: ‘Thy Kingdom come.’

The hymn could be sung on the feast of Christ the
King, but it also fits the words of the Common Worship
Collect for the Third Sunday before Advent (which may
also be used on Remembrance Sunday), a text which
seems closer to the Collect provided for the feast in the
Roman Missal. It can be sung to Melita, but the tune set
is magnificent, easily learned and may be sung in unison.
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The ordination to the priesthood of Fr Peter Jackson on 24 September by the Bishop of Lewes at St John the Apostle, Torquay

The First Mass of Fr James Chegwidden on 26 June at St Cuthbert’s, Earl’s Court (photo: Marcin Mazur)

The First Mass of Fr Jonathan Fleury on 27 July at All Saints, South Kirkby
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Historic Bonds of Faith
Paul Thomas writes about when the Ecumenical Patriarch came to Evensong

H
is Eminence Archbishop Nikitas of Thyateira &
Great Britain is a parishioner of St James’s, Sus-
sex Gardens. He lives and works at Thyateira

House on Craven Terrace, only a few minutes’ walk from
the Parish Church. As his Parish Priest, therefore, I often
call in there to extend fraternal greetings, enquire after
everyone’s wellbeing, enjoy the delicious Greek hospi-
tality, and to share with those who work there in the joy
of various Holy Days. At Mass each day we pray for the
Archbishop and his work. Strong and affectionate bonds
exist between Anglicans and Orthodox in Paddington.
Yes, they are based on good relationships, but it goes very
much deeper, touching on the truths of the Faith. Happy
personal connections have been enriched by lively,
learned theological discussion and the self-evident shar-
ing of so much common ground and life in Christ. 

It is because of these close spiritual and personal
bonds that the extraordinary and historic events of 23 Oc-
tober were made possible – the visit by His All-Holiness
the Ecumenical Patriarch to the Parish Church of
Paddington for Solemn Evensong. It was an occasion of
profound spiritual and ecumenical significance and po-
tency.

The seed was first planted when, in conversation ear-
lier in the year with Archbishop Nikitas and his An-
glophile Chaplain, Fr Nephon Tsimalis, it was confirmed
that His All-Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch would in-
deed be visiting London in October to bless and honour
the centenary celebrations of the Archdiocese. At that
meeting I announced that the Parish Church would offer
Solemn Evensong in honour of the centenary but also of
the Patriarch’s presence among us. ‘It is the very least we
can do,’ I informed the Archbishop, ‘for the Successor of
St Andrew the First-Called!’ This deeply touched the
Greeks that their Patriarch should be so honoured by the
Parish Church. It was at a drinks party in the summer at
Thyateira House that I asked the Archbishop whether His
All-Holiness might even like to attend Evensong – not ex-
pecting for a moment that such a bold suggestion would
have any real possibility of coming to pass. ‘I’ll ask
him…’, the Archbishop replied. And he did! Fr Nephon

ensured that Evensong was added to the Patriarchal
Schedule before it was sent off to the Phanar. Several
weeks passed by before I received a WhatsApp message
from Fr Nephon confirming the happy news that the Ec-
umenical Patriarch would indeed be delighted to attend
St James’s.

The liturgy itself was possessed of a unique spiritual
power. The church was filled to capacity, and shortly be-
fore the liturgy began an almighty thunderstorm passed
overhead spitting out flashes of forked lightning and thun-
derous peals. An occasion of great intensity was made
more so by such other-worldly weather! The liturgy was
offered with all the heft and dignity the Parish Church
could muster. Bishop Jonathan (Fulham) presided from
the Throne and Bishop Glyn Webster guided with great
care and authority the Patriarchal Entourage, including
no fewer than five Metropolitans, to their pews in the
nave. I was later informed that the liturgy had left the Pa-
triarchal party ‘totally bowled over’ by its solemn dignity,
beauty, warmth, and deep prayer. ‘You have done a great
service to the Orthodox and to the Church of England,’ I
was told by an official ecumenical representative. To have
had in our midst the leader of World Orthodoxy, to hear
him speak for ten minutes at the end of Evensong, and to
have received his Apostolic Benediction, gave this occa-
sion an ecumenical and spiritual immensity that left
everyone profoundly moved. No one who was there will
ever forget it. May they all be one.
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R
od Thomas has retired as the Bishop of
Maidstone after seven distinguished
years of pioneering episcopacy. Tradi-

tional Catholics have had episcopal represen-
tation and cover since 1992 with three
Provincial Episcopal Visitors, but conserva-
tive Evangelicals had to wait till the Women
Bishops Settlement and the House of Bishops’
Declaration of 2014 for the integrity of their
convictions and conscience to receive
provision. If the issue for tradi-
tional Catholics was sacra-
mental assurance, the
issue for conservative
Evangelicals might be
described as ‘headship
or oversight assurance’.

Bishop Rod was accorded an uplifting Thanksgiving
and Farewell Service at Oak Hill Theological College on
October 1. A highlight, that the whole Church would do
well to hear, was the Bishop of London’s moving per-
sonal tribute to all that Rod has been and done. The serv-
ice is still available online from the website
www.bishopofmaidstone.org (while it lasts), as is also the
illuminating Five-Year Review (2015-2020) of his min-
istry.

Bishop Rod was elected to General Synod in 2000
and become national Chairman of Reform in 2007. He
played a significant part in the first GAFCON meeting in
2008. However, it was his consistency and wisdom
through the Synod debates that led the CofE in 2014 to
admit women to the episcopate that ensured recognition
of the need for proper provision for conservative, that is
complementarian, Evangelicals. The House of Bishops’
Declaration of 2014 (para 30) stated the need for ‘at least
one Bishop’ with headship convictions in the overall Col-
lege of Bishops to maintain the ‘necessary climate of
trust’.

In his seven episcopal years he has overseen some
160 Resolution Parishes (though a handful have now ‘left
the CofE’), with around 250 clergy and 150+ full-time
women in ministry. If the Electoral Roll numbers of
23,000+ are taken into account, Rod has served what has
been described in high places as ‘the equivalent of a
medium-sized diocese’. He has been appointed Assistant
Bishop in 15 dioceses and exercised ministry in 31 differ-
ent dioceses around the country. In 2018, his travel
amounted to 30,000 miles in the car and £10,000 worth of
rail fares.

The foundation for such a role has always been the-
ological and Biblical. Back in the 1992 debate, the then
Bishop of Chester, Michael Baughen, stated that for con-
servative Evangelicals the issue would always be head-

ship or oversight in the human family
and the household of God and there-
fore for the Church in the exercise of
episcope. While for traditional
Catholics women priests and Bishops
are theologically invalid, for conser-
vative/ complementarian Evangelicals
women in the oversight roles of in-
cumbent in the local church and

Bishop in the wider Church are Bibli-
cally inappropriate – as Reform had al-

ways stated was its conviction in its
original Covenant of 1993. Twenty

years later the HoB Declaration of
2014 made it clear that the provi-
sion of extended episcopal over-
sight alongside that of the

Diocesan Bishop was to be made in order to build trust
with those whose understanding of ministry is rooted in
the complementarian theology of headship. This has been
re-affirmed in 2022 for the successor to the Bishop of
Maidstone who will be the next Bishop of … Ebbsfleet.

Complementarian Evangelicals in the CofE have a
new focus and impetus for how they perceive and inte-
grate themselves and how they are understood and inte-
grated by others. The Role and Person Specification for
the new Bishop of Ebbsfleet includes this:
‘Complementarian theology arises from within a rich the-
ological and Biblical vision, encompassing the Trinity,
Creation and the Church in which complementarity is
recognised and celebrated. Within the ordering of God’s
triune life, full equality and difference are observed. This
is reflected in the whole created order and highlighted in
the creation of men and women as full equal and different.
Complementarians recognise in the New Testament such
equality and difference, both in the family in terms of the
ordering of men and women within marriage, and in the
family of the Church in terms of ordering within leader-
ship.’

Complementarians (and it is hoped a very wide range
of others) say a big Thank You to Bishop Rod for all he
has shared of the gospel and of himself in pioneering and
establishing this unique role. It is understood that his suc-
cessor will be announced after due process in early No-
vember and consecrated in early February. The new
Bishop of Ebbsfleet will have many challenges, but he
builds on a secure platform of ministry in exercise and ex-
ample that under God Bishop Rod has achieved. Laus
Deo.

The Revd Canon David Banting is Pastoral Advisor to the
Bishop of Maidstone (sine die).

Seven good years for Maidstone
David Banting commends Bishop Rod Thomas upon his retirement

ND
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uWANDERING BISHOPu

Peter Ramsden

O
n returning from Papua
New Guinea, I was kindly
invited by the Bishop of

Carlisle to be an Honorary Assistant
Bishop in his diocese. I chair the
committee that keeps an eye on the
diocese’s overseas companion links
to Stavanger, Northern Argentina,
and Zululand. So far so good – hos-
tilities have not restarted between us
and the Vikings, Argentinians or
Zulus! Now that the Covid restric-
tions have eased it has been good to
be back administering the sacra-
ment of Confirmation. I always go
to meet the candidates in their parish
a few weeks beforehand. Farmers’
families at Plumpton, (where a
great-great-grandmother of mine
was born) north of Penrith, were my
last group. Within sight of the great
Lakeland mountains of Blencathra
and Skiddaw, the gospel of the
Transfiguration was a gift. Our Lord
still calls us by name to go with him,
along with the others he has called,
on the journey of faith. A future
Confirmation will be at Sedburgh
School set beside the Howgill Fells.

u
I enjoyed returning to Durham, the
diocese of my ordination, with a
Papua New Guinean bishop, Nathan
Ingen and his wife Jessica after the
Lambeth Conference. We visited St
Ignatius Hendon in Sunderland. The
parish priest there in 1936 was Fr
Philip Strong, who was called that
year to be the Bishop of New
Guinea. Later he led the Church
through the desperate wartime years
after the Japanese invasion in 1942.
His leadership was straightforward
- to encourage his people to be faith-
ful and his staff to remain at their
posts. He was blamed by some for
the subsequent deaths of the mar-
tyred teachers, nurses and priests,
but they freely chose to stay and
their legacy has enriched the faith of
many ever since. Some people at St
Ignatius remembered his return visit

to the parish in 1971 and continue to
generously support the Papua New
Guinea Church Partnership
(PNGCP).

u
Some of my wanderings are deputa-
tions for PNGCP, most recently to
St Clement’s Leigh-on-Sea. Fr
Clive Hillman had heard me speak
about the PNG Martyrs at Walsing-
ham and invited me. What most im-
pressed me was the shorter Family
Mass at noon, with real children and
young parents in church, a welcome
contrast to my local parishes.

u
I presided at the Corpus Christi sung
mass with incense at St John the
Evangelist Skirwith with a choir of
24 – yes, this is the diocese of
Carlisle. Thanks to the enthusiasm
of the organist at St Lawrence Ap-
pleby, the deanery gathers together
local choirs for occasional sung cel-
ebrations. A former parish priest of
Skirwith, once a Mirfield living,
was Fr T.W. Bradburne, father of
John Bradburne, who became a
Roman Catholic and a Franciscan
lay brother in Zimbabwe, working
among those with leprosy at
Mutemwa Care Centre. He was
murdered there in 1979. The cause
of John Bradburne’s beatification
started in 2019. After Corpus
Christi, Bishop Paul Swarbrick, the
RC Bishop of Lancaster, led the an-
nual John Bradburne Pilgrimage
walk up Cross Fell, at 2930ft the
highest point in the Pennines, which
looms up above Skirwith. On the
same day Anglicans in Zimbabwe
marked the murder of Bernard

Mizeki, another evangelist and
faithful disciple of Christ, who gave
his life in 1896. 

u
I’m happy to be numbered among
the train-spotting clergy. I was in-
vited to St Andrew’s Crosby Garrett
(Midland Railway milepost 270
north of St Pancras) to bless a new
memorial stone in memory of the 30
men, women and children who died
during the building of the Settle-
Carlisle line between 1870-76. Their
names are known to God alone.

u
Most Sundays I’m presiding and
preaching in the local village
churches as one of the so-called ‘ac-
tive retireds’. Ten congregations are
gathered under the wings of St Mar-
tin’s Brampton. Rebuilt to the de-
sign of Pre-Raphaelite architect
Philip Webb in 1878, it has a com-
plete set of windows by Burne-
Jones and manufactured by William
Morris. For three months I’ve been
covering for our local priest who
has been on sabbatical. Locally the
benefice is supported by 5 retired
clergy – I’m the only male. There
are no Society parishes in the Dio-
cese of Carlisle, which is a particu-
lar challenge for the scattered
traditionalist lay people, as patterns
of ministry and ministers constantly
change. I always thought the gift of
stamina was needed in PNG, as I
walked across mountain ranges con-
siderably higher than the Lake Dis-
trict or Pennines. I now find that
spiritual stamina is what is most
needed by those called to walk with
us on the way of Christ.

u
The journey continues – future wan-
derings will take me to Durham
Cathedral for the Walsingham Fes-
tival and to West Kirby on my
North Wirral home turf for St An-
drew’s Eve, before welcoming our
next Bishop of Beverley at York
Minster. ND
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uNOVEMBER DIARYu

Thurifer

A
week is a long time in poli-
tics is a truism recently
amply displayed. We might

say that the new government has suc-
ceeded in reducing it to a few days,
even hours, as policies are an-
nounced and in the twinkling of an
eye reversed, jettisoned, abandoned,
screeching u-turns are once again
heard in the land. We were in for a
roller-coaster of ineptitude, not un-
known when a long period in power
splutters to an end. It seems so long
ago but at first I mistook the result of
the leadership election for the latest
inflation figure. Liz Truss 57.4%
(81,326), Rishi Sunak 42.6% (60,399).
Much closer than polls and commen-
tators predicted, a salutary warning
not to take at face value what profes-
sional talking heads say. Any old
nonsense can sound plausible. The
Conservative Party had a new leader,
the 4th in twelve years, the 8th since
1975: the Queen appointed the 15th
of her reign. If Boris Johnson was the
question, was Liz Truss the answer?
We knew Kwasi Kwarteng was not.
How long before Trussonomics be-
came Trussxit? Not long. True to
form, she said she was ‘a fighter not
a quitter’ then she quit.

u
A joke some years ago: John Cleese,
in character, was asked ‘Do you be-
long to an organised political party?’
‘No. I’m a Conservative’.

u
It was impossible not to feel sorry for
cabinet ministers sent out to defend
policies and have them changed
while in mid-sentence. The great An-
drew Neil, in magnificent form on
Channel 4. eviscerated the Party
Chairman. Jake Berry deserved his
knighthood for his day in the
trenches. Less satisfactory was the
BBC’s revamped Sunday Politics
now that Andrew Marr has de-
camped elsewhere and been replaced
by Lorna Kuensberg. An able jour-
nalist à la mode but what a mess that
was. Nightmare opening credits saw
her stride across screen in a fuchsia

trouser-suit, scribbled graffiti behind
her. The panel of talking heads for
the first programme was Cleo Wat-
son, former Downing Street aide,
subtly, wittily subversive, the come-
dian Joe Lycett whose faux enthusi-
asm for Liz Truss had the panel and
the host non-plussed. As ‘a very
right-wing comedian,’ he heaped ex-
travagant praise on her. Such sus-
tained, unerring irony was masterly,
deserving a permanent place on the
panel. In such company poor Emily
Thornberry was left as a hapless rem-
nant of conventional party politics,
grimly clichéd and unimpressive.

u
When one hapless Cabinet member
was being relieved of his post, he
plaintively asked the Prime Minister,
Clement Attlee, why he was being
dismissed. ‘Not up to the job’,
replied Attlee. The present PM did
not command a majority in the Par-
liamentary Party election and there is
no more brutal electorate than that.
Another election before Christmas?

u
To: all clergy, churchwardens and
parish safeguarding officers:
Dear all, / I hope you are well. / I’m
writing to inform you of some
changes in our safeguarding support.
/ We all have an ambition to contin-
ually improve and embed safeguard-
ing into everything we do, and
therefore to be the best we can be.
This includes the Safeguarding Team
proactively supporting our parishes,
and going forward we will be com-
ing out to visit you and trying to un-
derstand better what is going well for
you and what your individual chal-
lenges are. / We have appointed [N]
as the Safer Churches programme
co-ordinator to keep the momentum
going and to build on the practice im-
provements already made. One sig-
nificant new facility we have put in
pace [sic] to help you navigate safe-
guarding is the parish safeguarding
dashboard … [N] has been recruited
to supervise and quality assure the
casework of the Safeguarding Advi-

sors. / Thank you for everything you
do in supporting a safer church. /
Kind regards.
Sadly, this is not a spoof.

u
Contemplation corner: 1959-2022:
Stipendiary clergy 13075 to 7210;
Diocesan support staff 250 to 6500;
Congregations 2 million to 700,000.
Well done CofE plc and its Board of
Management - result.

u
At the Sir Henry Wood Promenade
Concerts, now more prosaically the
BBC Proms, two performances of
favourite works took the laurels.
Mahler’s 2nd Symphony, (the Resur-
rection) conducted by Sir Simon Rat-
tle: the LSO and Chorus, the CBSO
Chorus. An appropriate combination
and suitable valedictory. Sir Simon
had an early successful connection
with the CBSO and is about to leave
the LSO. From the funeral march of
the first movement to the vision of
the resurrection and its everlasting
light at its apotheosis, this was a
night to remember. Sarah Connolly,
refulgent and moving, and Louise
Alder, soaring to the heavens, were
the glorious soloists. It did not quite
overshadow a performance in Man-
chester a few years ago by the Hallé
Orchestra and Chorus under Sir
Mark Elder, which saw one heart-
stopping moment in the last move-
ment when all seemed to stop for a
split-second before he launched into
the final radiant pages. Some years
ago Sir Mark conducted the finest
performance of the Dream of Geron-
tius, this time with the LSO. Geron-
tius was Alan Clayton, not a name I
then knew, and he was perfection. He
was also the soloist at this year’s
Prom performance under the excel-
lent Edward Gardiner. Again, it
came close to Sir Mark but did not
edge him out of my top place. Noth-
ing, however, can compare with Sir
John Barbirolli’s recording with
Janet Baker, Richard Lewis and Kim
Börg. I cannot image it ever being
surpassed. ND
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uTHE WAY WE LIVE NOWu

Christopher Smith

H
aving been banned from
having a social life for
much of 2020 and 2021, I

upped my rate of novel-reading, and
at some point last year I read a book
by an Australian author who is a
very lapsed Greek Orthodox called
Christos Tsiolkas. The novel is
called Damascus, and I’m not rec-
ommending it to you. It is vulgar,
profane and blasphemous, and its
best feature is the choice of art for
the cover: the Caravaggio painting
of the Conversion of Saint Paul from
the church of Santa Maria del
Popolo in Rome, situated opposite
his ‘Crucifixion of Saint Peter’.

But it was interesting to see
how the author, who would call him-
self an atheist, wanted to explore not
just Saint Paul, whom he tried to re-
make in his own image, but, more
interestingly, the early Christian
community. He was (inevitably) out
to demythologise the miraculous,
but he did paint a rather affectionate
portrait of the behaviour of the early
Christians, a community brought to-
gether by their worship of the God-
Man Jesus Christ, who came not to
be served but to serve. That commu-
nity is portrayed as humble, gener-
ous, and utterly unconcerned with
social status, to the genuine disgust
of the wider community around
them.

Saint Paul was prepared to die
for a man he never met in the flesh,
but whom he believed he had en-
countered in as vivid a way as if he
had seen him face to face. And he
felt confident enough in that en-
counter to proclaim that Jesus is the
Son of God, although the disciples,
according to Acts 9, were afraid of
him when he wanted to meet them in
Jerusalem, and it was Saint Barn-
abas who took him in and allayed the
disciples’ fear of the one who had
been their great persecutor.

How different he must have
seemed from Saint Peter the fisher-
man, and yet how unconcerned he
was by those differences, because
what they held in common was so
much more important. And yet these
two men, who seem to have spent
relatively little time in each other’s
company, and who had a stand-up
row in Antioch, are regarded in the
liturgy as well as in iconography, as
friends and as the twin pillars of the
early Church.

There is an interesting point to
be drawn from that, which is that the
scriptures do not tell us absolutely
everything about the Christian Faith,
and there is, as Dom Gregory Dix
proposed many years ago, a liturgi-
cal strand of the Christian story
which is just as venerable—in fact,
more so—and which also guards
some of the truths of our faith. As
Dix put it, ‘The Church had its litur-
gical traditions antecedent to and
alongside its literary traditions, and
as the latter took shape they bore the
clear imprint of the former’. The first
thing that the Church did was wor-
ship. Then they began to write things
down.

And it is in worship that this
radical idea of the equal status of the
participants, and so of the entire
Christian community, took shape. It
is the thing Tsiolkas gets right, as he
imagines the genuine horror which
it generated: the scandal of slaves
and freemen worshipping together,
decent people with whores and tax-
collectors. And, as part of that wor-
ship, eating and drinking together,
with their unshakable insistence that
they are in the presence of their Lord
and Master whenever they eat this
Bread and drink this Cup. And, inci-
dentally, he also gets right the scorn
that the Christians receive because
they will not expose their infants if
they are unwanted or disabled or fe-

male. If you believe that your Lord
is with you still, and that he is the
Word made flesh, God-with-us, then
humanity has become something of
infinite value since it was taken by
God himself.

So what might seem a signifi-
cant difference between St Peter and
St Paul—that one had known him in
the flesh and the other only in a vi-
sion—melted away: they were con-
vinced that they met with him every
Sunday when they celebrated the rite
which he had commanded them to
do ‘as his recalling’.

How does that radical equality
square with a Church which has,
from the very beginning, set aside
some of its number to perform the
‘apostolic’ functions of the liturgy?
Here, we must get away from the
modern obsession with ‘leadership’
and still more from ‘management’. I
noticed last month that the Anglican
Communion has created a post enti-
tled ‘Bishop for Episcopal Ministry’
who will help the bishops in their
‘companionship, learning and inter-
change’. Another bit of top-down
management. In fact, the priest has a
role in the Christian community
which places him in persona Christi
not because he is nearer the top of
some hierarchical greasy pole, but
because Jesus came among us as one
who serves. And what the priest
does at the altar could not be further
away from the idea of managing the
local branch of a supermarket. In
praying in the two-thousand-year-
old tradition of the Church, in pray-
ing the prayer of thanksgiving which
we call the Eucharistic Prayer,
which, as Eric Mascall once said,
‘offers by consecrating and conse-
crates by offering and does both by
giving thanks,’ the priest does the
only thing he is good for: he feeds
the Body of Christ with the Body of
Christ. ND
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T
he pencil of this page re-
mains ever sharp and vigi-
lant. Bishop Anne Dyer of

Aberdeen & Orkney, appointed in
2018, has had her appeal rejected;
she remains suspended and bound to
silence. Except this doesn’t stop her
lawyer doing the talking. Referring
to ‘a relentless campaign of anony-
mous and inaccurate media briefings
from a small cabal of church mem-
bers,’ he states how ‘an entirely one-
sided and self-serving picture has
been presented by a handful of peo-
ple who fundamentally object to
same-sex marriage and to Bishop
Dyer’s appointment as the diocese’s
first female bishop.’ Perhaps he did
not have Angela Barber in mind,
who spoke to the Times in Septem-
ber 2021 and said Anne Dyer de-
stroyed her vocation: ‘In 2006 I was
an ordinand for a very brief period
of time at Cranmer Hall. I was sub-
jected to an unforgettable meeting
with Anne Dyer which has had long-
term effects on my mental health
and resulted in my decision to im-
mediately leave the college.’ An-
other former ordinand name Helena
Cundill alleged that bullying from
Dyer led her to leave the church en-
tirely. The report into this whole sit-
uation by respected academic
Professor Iain Torrance used words
like ‘systematic dysfunction’ and
‘bullying’ – ‘Awareness of her his-
tory in Durham makes me even less
confident of her chance of success.
Without colluding in what I much
fear is a repetition of the past, I can-
not recommend the continuation of
a tenure in which I fear that more
people will be made to feel dimin-
ished and discouraged.’ More suc-
cinctly, he described her position as
‘irrecoverable’.

On 14 October, Southwark
Crown Court heard former Diocese
of London employee Martin
Sargeant plead guilty to £5.2 million
of fraud charges. He is apparently
staying in a residential centre at

present as he receives support for
gambling addiction, and £5m over 11
years is certainly a great stake. Re-
ports state he flew with British Air-
ways 180 times during that period,
although there’s no mention of the
considerable time off he also
claimed for cancer treatment. The
judge told him to expect ‘immediate
custody’ when he is sentenced on 21
November.

Over the summer, St Paul’s
Cathedral opened the ‘Remember
Me’ Covid-19 memorial ‘for all
faiths and none’ in its north transept
and part of the planned step-free ac-
cess which this welcome boost from
the Covid memorial appeal fund
helped to complete. Designed by
Surveyor Oliver Caroe, ‘in sympa-
thy with its iconic surroundings,
echoing the geometry of Wren’s de-
sign’, the ‘beautiful, elliptical timber
structure crafted with British Oak’
inner portico unfortunately, in the
words of one observer, ‘looks like a
pissoir’.

It used to be that bishops had a
chaplain but needs must and they
can even have their own bishop
nowadays. When Emma Ineson
moved to Lambeth Palace the job
title changed from ‘Bishop at Lam-
beth to ‘Bishop to the Archbishops’.
And now congratulations to Dr Jo
Bailey Wells, Bishop of Dorking
(the Rt Revd Mrs Sam Wells) who
has just been appointed to the new
post of Bishop for Episcopal Min-
istry in the Anglican Communion
‘to build on the success’ of the Lam-
beth Conference. And who pays for
all this? Another addition to the
Church Commissioners’ pay roll?

Back when the See of Maid-
stone was handed to the conserva-
tive evangelicals in 2010, the deal
was struck with Canterbury Diocese
for an extra archdeacon (Ashford).
Now that Canterbury is reclaiming
Maidstone for a diocesan suffragan,
and the PEV baton passes to a new
Bishop of Ebbsfleet, will the diocese
be surrendering that archdeacon post
or continue to soldier on with three
archdeacons? Answers on a post-
card.

The London day of the Lambeth
Conference in August had an ‘exit
through the gift shop’. As the bish-
ops and their spouses departed for
the river cruise, stalls peddled
branded travel cups, tea towels, cot-
ton bags, Lambeth Palace honey and
even a ‘bishop duck’ for the bath.
Canterbury Cathedral has gone one
step further. In time for Christmas,
tree ornaments are now available of
none other than Archbishop Welby
‘in his inaugural vestments’. Priced
at £14.99, they’re available from
w w w . c a t h e d r a l - e n t e r p r i s e s .
co.uk/Shop/Ornaments-and-Christ-
mas (see photo on p3).

It’s not often the announcement
of a new Provincial Episcopal Visi-
tor makes the BBC lunchtime news,
but that’s what happened on Friday
14 October. As journalists on the
ground in Westminster did their best
to report live on the unfolding chaos
in those vital minutes between the
news of Kwasi Kwarteng’s sacking
as Chancellor and Jeremy Hunt’s
appointment, they went to the Num-
ber 10 website. ‘We’re looking for
an announcement and the last one
there is for the Suffragan Bishop of
Beverley from two days ago,’ pro-
nounced the national broadcaster.
An auspicious start for Fr Race, in
the same breath as Chancellors of
the Exchequer even before his con-
secration. We all wish him well, ad
multos annos, and surely to last
longer than the average politician in
high office. ND

uTREASURE IN CLAY JARSu
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COUNTRY CHURCH 
MONUMENTS
C.B. Newham
Particular Books, 2022
ISBN 9780241488331

For anyone who laments the ongo-
ing decline in standards of book
production, Country Church Monu-
ments will be welcomed as an excel-
lent example of good design and
high-quality printing and binding.
Newham deserves this treatment –
this is an exceptional book that
should transform perceptions of the
many thousands of funerary monu-
ments found in churches across
England and Wales. Given the
quantity, and quality, of these works
of art and craftsmanship, they have
been relatively little documented by
scholars – books by F.H. Crossley
(1921) and Katherine Esdaile
(1946) stand out, and Nigel Saul’s
2009 scholarly study of medieval
monuments is already a classic. Yet
Cameron Newham’s book will
hopefully reach a broad audience
and encourage a wider interest in
an astounding national legacy
found in churches across the coun-
try yet too often undervalued and,
in some cases, somewhat neglected. 

A fine monument by Flaxman
in a Yorkshire church is described
as ‘black with dirt and badly in need
of professional conservation.’
Newham recalls occasions when
stacks of chairs, hymn books and
hassocks had to be removed to
allow a neglected monument to be
photographed. The Edwards mau-
soleum at Welham in Leicestershire
was found ‘filled with unnecessary
items.’ The 17th century Rich mon-
ument at St Andrew, Sonning, lan-
guishes under the tower,
surrounded by cleaning equipment
– described by a former incumbent,
who wanted it removed from the
church, as being ‘in the worst style
of the worst age’, it was formerly in
a private chapel, later given over to

the organ. Yet, Newham reports,
‘most monuments are today in a
better state than at any time since
they were erected,’ thanks to the ef-
forts of local people, the work of ex-
pert conservators, and the support
of grants from charitable trusts.
Tourism, he concludes, is a vital el-
ement in the survival of many of the
churches featured in the book.

Newham’s book is weighty in all
senses of the word – but then
today’s ‘Pevsners’ have equally
ceased to be the pocket books they
were half a century ago. It could be
enjoyed as a picture book alone –
Newham’s photographs are stun-
ning in quality and the printers
have done them justice. But the
short essays – I hesitate to call them
captions – that accompany each
image are as learned as they are suc-
cinct, and sometimes quite
poignant. We learn, for example, of
the sad demise of soldier and
scholar Thomas Cholmondeley of
Condover in Shropshire. Inheriting
Condover Hall in 1863, a condition
being that he changed his surname
to Owen, he married and went on
honeymoon to Florence. Sadly he
died there of malaria. His widow
commissioned G.F. Watts for a
monument depicting her late hus-
band kneeling in prayer, resting on
his sword. It is apparently the first
documented work by Watts, one of
the most celebrated 19th century

sculptors. 
The monument to the second

and third Dukes of Beaufort in Bad-
minton church, Gloucestershire – a
magnificent work by J.M. Rysbrack,
erected in 1754, commemorates
two Beauforts who came to sad
ends, the first drinking himself to
death at the age of 30, the second
dying in the midst of a gruelling
court case (in which he had to
prove – how? – that he was not im-
potent). The death of six year old
Penelope Boothby – famously
painted by Joshua Reynolds at the
age of three – was commemorated
in an exquisite work by Thomas
Banks in Ashbourne church, Der-
byshire. An inscription records: ‘the
unfortunate parents ventured their
all on this frail bark and the wreck
was total.’ (Her death led to the col-
lapse of her doting parents’ mar-
riage, her father dying in misery on
the Continent.) 

Funerary monuments regularly
extol the virtues of those commem-
orated. That to Richard Rich
(d.1567) at Felsted in Essex, “’a
man with a reputation for immoral-
ity, perjury and financial dishonesty
that was exceptional even for his
own time’ and notorious for his part
in the trial of Thomas More, is
richly arrayed with images of truth,
justice, charity and other virtues
that Rich never espoused. The
monument to Thomas Coventry in
Croome d’Abitot church in Worces-
tershire is guarded in its praise – he
was, an inscription records, ‘rather
exceedingly liked than passionately
loved.’ 

Of the 365 monuments
recorded in the book, slimmed
down from an initial list of 650, not
all are major works of art. The
white marble tomb of Amy Wood-
forde-Finden (d.1919) at Hampsth-
waite in Yorkshire was compared by
Pevsner with ‘melting ice cream.’
But our churches contain countless
works by Nicholas Stone, Rysbrack,
Nollekens, Flaxman, Chantrey and
other great artists. Some of those
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commemorated seem less than ad-
mirable by 21st century standards,
but Newham wisely counsels: ‘we
should not expect all monuments
to have been set up to entirely
morally admirable people […]. If
on the basis of contemporary moral
judgements, we deface monuments
or cause them to be taken down,
then the debate is stifled and the
opportunities to learn from past
mistakes is lost. Our future is noth-
ing without our past.’ 

Kenneth Powell 

FINDING THE LANGUAGE OF
GRACE:
Rediscovering Transcendence 
Dom Christopher Jamison
OSB
Bloomsbury, 2002
ISBN 9781399402712

Dom Christopher Jamison’s latest
book Finding the Language of Grace:
Rediscovering Transcendence, pub-
lished in September this year, fol-
lows the similar naming pattern of
earlier works - Finding Sanctuary
and Finding Happiness – but stands
alone. 

At the heart of this book is a
challenge to find grace at work in
the world today – a world which
feels rather troubled at present.
More specifically, Jamison is con-
cerned with ‘the language of grace’
– how grace, manifest in the world,
is communicated. Can we find tran-
scendence through discovering the
language of grace in our lives? After
offering a working definition of
grace, Jamison works through dif-
ferent forms of communicating the
language of grace: listening, speak-
ing, writing, and reading.

Defining grace, Jamison devel-
ops a theology of ‘original mistrust’
which, drawing on the Fall and
Original Sin, argues that Adam first
mistrusted himself, then mistrusted
God and therefore we have inher-
ited this mistrust of one another.
Mistrust is the problem; grace is the
solution. Abbot Jamison writes,
‘Grace is God’s way of restoring our
trust in the goodness of life … grace
is the goodness that nourishes the

soul; it feeds the good in us so that
we can trust each other and flourish
together.’

The central chapters each iden-
tify a general weakness in societal
communication of grace; listening
poorly to others, not having the lan-
guage to express grace in speech,
rarely writing our prayer and desire
for God, reading for information
over wisdom. Drawing on a wide
range of sources, Jamison discusses
these issues offering exercise at the
end of each chapter for readers to
develop practical skills such as: lis-
tening and discerning language in
conversation, intentionally speak-
ing well, expressing oneself in writ-
ten form – writing prayers for
example, and slow our reading. 

The final chapter, Reading the
Situation, is particularly excellent.
In it, Jamison draws together the
threads of the book by analysing the
language of grace implicit and less
obvious in different sources. Start-
ing with Jesus’s teaching in para-
bles, Jamison highlights the fact
that grace is often found in lan-
guage beyond words, arguing for
the need to discern grace in situa-
tions where it is often hidden. This
argument is developed through
analysis of poetry and music. Again,
Jamison exemplifies this argument
by drawing on diverse sources such
as Korean pop and Sir James
McMillan’s Christmas Oratorio,
showing the language of grace in
styles ancient and modern. 

In the closing section, Jamison
does not shy away from complex is-
sues in current Western political,
social, and religious conversations:
transgender rights, sexuality, Black
Lives Matter, climate change and
clerical abuse. Analysing the lan-
guage used in these conversations,
Jamison poses a challenge for the
future which encourages ‘good con-
versations’ in which dialogue part-
ners apply the skills encouraged
throughout this book. There is
nothing new about his challenge,
nor the exercises, but it reminds
readers of a positive way forward,
towards better dialogue which does
not polarise groups more, nor ‘de-
monize the past.’ Put simply, Jami-
son challenges the Church and

society as a whole to listen and
speak better, by applying the lan-
guage of grace, so that grace may
flow into the future. 

‘Living the language of grace’ as
Jamison puts it, is a process by
which the language of grace, found
in all forms of communication, is
taken from the pages or people’s
tongues, and lived. Jamison con-
cludes ‘The language of grace is an
increasingly dead language in West-
ern Society, unknown to most and
restricted to those who would keep
it in the deep freeze of so-called or-
thodoxy. This book is offered to
those who want to explore how
grace can be a living language.’

This is an incredibly accessible
text, suitable for school leavers and
academics, clergy and laity and
those of no faith. Abbot Jamison
writes ecumenically, discussing
works of Roman Catholics, Angli-
can Reformers, Calvinists, atheists,
and other faiths.

The breadth and depth of
source engagement is commend-
able, introducing the reader to nu-
merous writers, poets, musicians,
and scientists, meanwhile reflecting
on recent events in the world and
current patterns in Western society.
It is rare to read the works of an-
cient Saints, such as Saints John of
the Cross and Teresa of Avila dis-
cussed alongside that of a modern
rapper Stormzy. This is a strong
point of Finding the Language of
Grace, and one which makes this
text so accessible. One needn’t have
read any of the sources referenced;
Jamison offers a succinct introduc-



tion and summary to all the work
he engages with – whilst planting
the seed for the readers’ further en-
gagement. 

I commend this book to study
groups for discussion. The text is
divided into clear chapters on spe-
cific themes, engages the world
today, and offers exercises which
could also serve as discussion
starters. Reading and discussing
this book as a group brings alive
Abbot Jamison’s intention – skilling
readers to not only find the lan-
guage of grace, but also live the lan-
guage of grace. 

Sam Williams 

A GIFT OF JOY AND HOPE
Pope Francis
Translated from the Italian by
Oonagh Stransky
Hodder & Stoughton 2022 
ISBN 9781399802833

‘This is Christian hope: the cer-
tainty of walking towards some-
thing that exists, not something I
hope might be there.’ So writes
Pope Francis who like his patron
Saint Francis shares the gospel in
succinct phrases when necessary.
The presence and joy of God are of-
fensive to many, but to Christians
this certainty isn’t offensive but de-
finitive. As definitive as the fact
Christ is alive and wants us alive,
rising from negativity into unde-
featable joy. ‘Since Christ has risen
and leads us into the afterlife, faith
is also a light from the future, illu-
minating vast horizons before us,
taking us beyond our isolated indi-
vidual selves and towards the ex-
panse of communion. We come to
see that faith does not dwell in
shadow and gloom; it is a light for
our darkness. Dante, in The Divine
Comedy, after professing his faith to
St Peter, describes that light as the
‘spark that extends into a vivid
flame and, like a star in heaven,
glows in me.’’ 

The Pope’s new book gives
credit to an English Saint, Thomas
More, whose prayer for good hu-
mour ‘the star that glows inside’ the
author tells us he says daily. In that

prayer St Thomas More asks: ‘Give
me a soul that knows not boredom,
grumblings, sighs and laments, nor
excess of stress because of that bur-
den known as ‘I’. Grant me, O Lord,
a sense of good humour. Allow me
the grace to be able to take a joke,
to discover in life a bit of joy, and to
be able to share it with others.’ Re-
flecting on a hard working yet
gloomy religious sister who got
nicknamed ‘Sister Complaint’ Fran-
cis captures an image of negativity
sadly familiar in church circles. In
A Gift of Joy and Hope the Pope
takes us to the joyous power of
scripture and the Eucharist illus-
trated, for example, in the story of
disappointment countered by hope
of the Easter journeys by two disci-
ples to and from Emmaus in Luke
24:13-35.

‘One of the first things that
happens to people who distance
themselves from God is that they
stop smiling. While they may laugh
loudly and frequently, enjoying a
joke or chuckle, their smile will be
missing! Only hope brings a smile
to our faces: the smile of hope that
we will find God… two opposing
directions lie before us. There is the
outbound path taken by people
who let themselves be paralysed by
life’s disappointments and who
walk in sadness. And then there is
the path of those who do not put
themselves and their problems first,
but whom Jesus visits, whose broth-
ers await their return so they can be
cared for. This is the turning point:
we must stop orbiting only around
ourselves and the disappointments

of the past, unmet dreams, and
many bad things that have hap-
pened in our lives. So very often we
tend to keep revolving around and
around our own problems. We have
to leave this cycle behind and move
forward by accepting the greatest
and truest reality of life: Jesus lives,
Jesus loves me. I can do something
for others. This is the greatest real-
ity. It is a beautiful, positive and
bright reality! This is the U-turn we
need to make: to go from thoughts
about me to the reality of my God’.

What I found especially helpful
in this book was the author’s heart
for the suffering and disillusioned
yoked to the joy of God’s presence
which is so capable of lighting and
lightening human darkness and an-
guish. A Gift of Joy and Hope de-
scribes the Christian good news in
six words. Its 209 pages represent
Francis’s reflections over the
COVID lockdown which was isolat-
ing for him as for many of us. Yet as
Christians we are never isolated
from God’s love, presented here in
tandem with God’s joy as the heart
of the Christian message. It is a lib-
erating call which invites us to
shake off unnecessary burdens and
look to an awesome horizon.

‘This is our certainty. Jesus is
eternally alive. If we hold fast to
Him, we will have life and be pro-
tected from the death and violence
that lie in wait for us along the way.
All other solutions will prove to be
inadequate and temporary. They
may be helpful for a short amount
of time, but soon we will find our-
selves defenceless, abandoned, and
exposed to the storms of life. With
Him, on the other hand, our hearts
are rooted in security, which en-
dures all […] What has value in
life? What riches do not disappear?
Two, for sure: the Lord and our
neighbour. These two riches never
fade! These are the greatest goods
and are meant to be loved. Every-
thing else – the heavens, earth,
beauties of all kind – passes; but we
must never forget about God or our
neighbour’.

John Twisleton 
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THE QUIET HAVEN: 
An Anthology of Death and
Heaven 
Ian Bradley
Darton, Longman and Todd
2021
ISBN 978-1913657307

Her Late Majesty’s funeral rites
brought into focus how our litur-
gies at the last can be seemly and
dignified. This is important as we
lose the last generation truly com-
mitted to a church funeral, or hav-
ing a priest conduct it at the very
least. Those broadcasts showed the
value and consolation we all know,
and may encourage more families
to engage with a religious Christian
service for the loved ones they
come to lay to their rest.

Ian Bradley is the Emeritus
Professor of Cultural and Spiritual
History at the University of St An-
drews, and has produced a very
fine, thoughtful anthology of ‘Read-
ings on Death and Heaven’. The
Quiet Haven is a comforting compi-
lation with a depth to help anyone
through the demands of death and
bereavement. He takes his title from
William Wordsworth’s Epitaph III –
‘We sail the sea of life… Death is the
quiet haven of us all,’ and it signals
a literary, discerning selection
throughout of prayers and extracts
each introduced with a brief reflec-
tion, theologically sure and appro-
priate. ‘The inspiration for this
book is both pastoral and spiritual,’
he says, in a Preface that serves as
an introductory essay. He also
stresses how each of the extracts
‘has an essentially positive approach
to death’ and many employ ‘what
one might call “watery” metaphors
of streams and rivers running down
to the sea, droplets merging in a
vast ocean, spray foam and waves,
and of the individual human soul
either crossing a river, setting out in
a boat across the sea, or putting into
a safe harbour or quiet haven’.

Fittingly, he begins with
Psalm 23 ‘possibly written as long
ago as 1000 BCE’. People probably
do not realise such ancient origins

when they sing Crimond or hear it
recited at funerals. The other 59
readings range across time and
faith, including the Hindu Upan-
ishads and Kahlil Gibran’s Prophet.
Biblical texts are there, as are
philosophers and theologians. Poets
get their moment too, for here is
Christina Rosetti aplenty,
Wordsworth, and Tennyson’s
‘Crossing the Bar’ which I read at
my own grandfather’s funeral. It
cannot be overstated how impres-
sive the selection is: John Donne,
George Herbert, Henry Vaughan,
John Bunyan, William Penn, Isaac
Watts. Present too are (St) John
Henry Newman, Arthur Clough,
and F.D. Maurice. With his Scottish
context, Bradley also includes a
good swathe from Caledonian cul-
ture. It was moving to be intro-
duced to the 1870s Hebridean
‘Death Dirge’ Carmina Gadelica ‘to
be sung over someone who is
dying, with a strong emphasis on
sleep and on going home’. African-
American Spirituals a couple of
pages later round out the picture,
and the inclusion of W.S. Gilbert
both enlarges it and nods to the
avowed fondness Bradley has for
G&S.

The sense of the popular is
selective, and even erudite. There
are no Gracie Fields or Frank Sina-
tra lyrics. It is distinctly Anglo-
phone and largely British. It
therefore does not bring in much

from other languages, even if the
Scriptural texts could be seen as
such, and there is nothing after the
1920s. The final entry is from 1923
(Gibran). This is no way a weak-
ness, for the idea of the anthology
is theological and philosophical
through literature, expertly selected
and presented. It is all a great gift to
preachers, and a highly desirable
addition to anyone’s bookshelf.

There are two clear uses for
this book, handsomely published
by DLT. The first is for any minister
seeking a selection of texts for use
at a funeral, or during care of the
dying and bereaved. The second is
to loan to any family unsure as to
what they might use or want to do
when talking through the funeral
arrangements. (The only other
standout volume in this space is ed-
ited by Mark Oakley.) Some will be
committed to a family poem or pop-
ular song, but many will reach for
something they once heard or can
vaguely remember, or would like
just the right thing to link their own
grief with the person they remem-
ber and the moment of saying good-
bye. Bradley also offers a list at the
front of extracts ‘which may help in
particular circumstances’ such as
‘over the dying’ or ‘after someone
has just died’ or ‘for meditation and
quiet contemplation’ with page
numbers. It is characteristically
comprehensive and sensitive.

But it offers more: for those
coming to terms with a bereave-
ment of their own, for students of
pastoral liturgy, and for a rich un-
derstanding of the noble tradition
where literature and theology meet.
Death and dying are constant, un-
avoidable realities. The kindness of
these texts, which speak from the
depths of their experience and last-
ing appeal, and of Ian Bradley in cu-
rating them with his sound instinct,
judgment and skill, bring together
a wholly reassuring Christian vision
of death and the life everlasting.
They will enhance and soothe, and
for many might well be just the
consolation and inspiration they are
looking for, in times of grief and
preparation alike, with confidence
and hope.

Simon Walsh
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LUCIEN FREUD: 
NEW PERSPECTIVES
National Gallery, London
until 22nd January, 2023

New perspectives? Perhaps not.
But what is indisputably new for
the National Gallery is the Friday
night Pay-as-you-go. From 6-9 pm
you can see the exhibition without
booking and pay from £1 upwards,
as much as you want. This is an in-
teresting experiment and the
gallery might be mobbed. Let’s
hope it isn’t a precedent for theatre
or travel-style tickets priced on de-
mand (the show costs more if you
visit at weekends).

2022 is the hundredth an-
niversary of the birth of Lucian
Freud (1922-2011; grandson of
Sigmund Freud). Freud had a
longstanding connection with the
National Gallery. He had a pass key
to the gallery and came frequently:
‘I use the gallery as if it were a doc-
tor. I come for ideas and help – to
look at situations within paintings,
rather than whole paintings.’ The
Gallery reckons that the show
presents new perspectives on
Freud through emphasizing his
dedication to painting. As memory
serves, 10 years ago the National
Portrait Gallery’s larger show made
similar points. But any excuse to
see 65 of Freud’s works, especially
some which aren’t often on public
display. 

And, given Freud’s devotion to
the Gallery and the tradition it rep-
resents, a show which could relate
more clearly the relationship be-
tween his work and past masters
would have been interesting. The
Gallery recognizes the potential in
this and suggests the visitor visit
other parts of the site for works
which inspired Freud. However, no
doubt wisely, it has chosen to con-
fine the show and its signposting
to Freud’s work alone.

Yet, thinking about relations to
the past does bring out Freud’s in-
dividuality. So, the gynaecologi-
cally explicit ‘Naked Girl’ (1966) is

like Mantegna’s ‘Dead Christ’. It
was Freud’s first nude, or, to be
more precise, his first fully naked
picture. Typically, he did not name
the sitter (the noted model Pene-
lope Cuthbertson). And this is of a
piece with his cold, ‘objective,’ very
careful and intense scrutiny. But it’s
not objective. Freud’s way of mak-
ing beautiful women look miser-
able or scared is a chosen reading
of character in just one particular
moment. It’s not the whole person.

Not that the men get off any
better. Indeed, dogs are the only
creatures who are lovingly pictured
by Freud. Received
opinion might sug-
gest this would make
Freud an ideal por-
traitist of Her Late
Majesty. But Her
Majesty did value
human beings and
her portrait which is
in the show was a
notorious failure.
Maybe that was be-
cause Freud wasn’t
able to take the long
time he needed to
make a picture. Or
maybe it was because
the Queen was fa-
mous for her smile
and Freud didn’t ‘do’
smiles outside his own circle. 

One aristocratic painting
which does work, and one of
Freud’s finest, is ‘The Brigadier’
(Andrew Parker-Bowles). This is
the last painting in the show,
seven-foot tall and made with a
nod to Tissot’s ‘Captain Frederick
Gustavus Burnaby’. The Horse
Guards uniform helps define both
pictures. Indeed, Freud required
that Parker-Bowles wear uniform
for the painting. The bottom third
of the work looks splendid with
highly polished shoes and the
black and red trousers immacu-
lately rendered – Freud was a mas-
ter of different kinds of brushwork.
As Parker-Bowles has written, the
uniform no longer fitted him and
he all but burst out of his white
shirt. And thus Freud was able to
show authority and weakness.

There is something similar in

other paintings of powerful figures,
notably Jacob, Fourth Baron Roth-
schild and Baron H.H. Thyssen-
Bornemisza. Here, as did his friend
Francis Bacon with the Screaming
Pope series, Freud used the Renais-
sance convention of a powerful
man seated. These paintings also
show Freud’s long time interest in
hands. In the earliest characteristic
paintings in the show, hands and
especially long fingers are impor-
tant. So, the fingers in ‘Girl with a
kitten’ (his then wife Kitty Gar-
man) might well strangle the said
kitten. Those in ‘Hotel bedroom’

(with his then wife
Lady Caroline Black-
wood) are long and
thin and echo the way
Freud painted hair at
that time. The fingers
of the powerful men
are equally long and
bony, but splayed like
spiders’ feet and
blotchy with age. Be-
neath the well-cut
suits there is a sense
of ageing bodies and
ageing souls.

The apotheosis of
that kind of feeling is
the ‘Painter working,
reflection’ (1993).
The painter is, of

course, Freud himself and it shows
him all but naked and covered in
paint, a palette knife in one hand,
a beautifully painted palette in the
other, and the wall behind covered
in paint as his studio was. Though
wrinkly, and maybe Freud was
more wrinkly in real life, even as
the body declined this was a man
proud to stand up and be looked
at. Freud didn’t use a palette knife
so its presence in this hymn to
Freud the painter is most likely a
reference to the figure of St
Bartholomew with which Michel-
angelo represented himself in the
Sistine Chapel. A saint like
Bartholomew dedicates himself to
Jesus and becomes Christ-like.
This exhibition shows how Freud
dedicated himself to painting and
what kind of a painter that made
him.

Owen Higgs

ART

Lucian Freud: The Brigadier,
2003-4 (oil on canvas; 

private collection)
© The Lucian Freud Archive. 
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Nicholas Holtam was the Church
of England’s lead bishop on envi-
ronmental concerns during his
time as Bishop of Salisbury, and for
the Archbishop of York’s Advent
Book 2022 his Sleepers Wake:
Getting serious about climate
change (SPCK, £10.99) is a wel-
come addition to the thin body of
work produced by Anglicans on
environmental theology. It’s a bit of
a Quality Street tin: nicely pack-
aged with variety and interest, but
it left this reader wanting more. 

The first issue is the theological
heritage. Quoting the Five Marks
of Mission and some 2018 ‘Letters
for Creation’ prep by Anglican
Communion Primates in advance
of the Lambeth Conference is a bit
of a stretch. Pope Francis’s first en-
cyclical Laudato Si is rightly given
space in another chapter, and
through that quotes Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew who has
been writing on this since the
1980s. The Church of England is
somewhat late to the party. Yet
Holtam has a chatty style and
writes fluently on the area, inter-
weaving his experience from over
40 years of ordained ministry with
deftness and sincerity. It’s a very
readable work and useful in a
number of settings, including
group work for which discussion
questions are given.

But the second issue is how well
this works as an Advent book. ‘Ad-
vent… is a season of judgement’ he
says, and in the Introduction refers
to it as ‘urgent’. So why no refer-
ence to the established framework
of Death, Judgement, Heaven and
Hell? The Four Last Things are
wholly appropriate for the season
and the theme. Similarly, there is
talk of the Exodus which is more
for Lent; Advent is the Exile expe-
rience. Isaiah is quoted (for he is,
after all, the ‘Advent Prophet’) but
the hard graft on the scriptures’ en-
vironmental motifs is overlooked.

The four Advent weeks are in-
terspersed with artworks, and the
overall effect is positive. It goes
some way, but indicates how much
we all need to go further, which is
very Advent too.

Dean of Southwark Andrew
Nunn has followed up his Lent
book with a similar idea. Here we
are Bethlehem Bound: journeying
with the characters of Christmas
(Canterbury Press, £12.99 ). In
many ways it’s a meditation on the
Incarnation through the characters
of the story, and thereby ourselves.
The format is one person per day;
Mary and Joseph, naturally, but
also the Innkeeper, the Donkey,
Stephen, John, the Holy Innocents,
the Magi; also Thomas of Canter-
bury and Stephen the Deacon,
skipping from Epiphany to con-
clude with Candlemas (presented
through the Liturgy of the Hours).
There’s much in to enjoy. Nunn is

a gifted writer, presenting each one
in the first-person which is trans-
porting and pithy enough to work.
So it’s not really an Advent book,
being so Christmassy, but the end-
prayers work well with the scrip-
tural excerpts and carol snippets. If
Advent is supposed to help us
think differently each year about
Christmas, yet in some ways the
same, then this succeeds. Some
paintings are reproduced – thank-
fully with references at the back to
where they can be found fulsomely
online – and it brings in popular
culture and poetry too, all
grounded sensitively in a lifetime
of pastoral ministry. Nunn says he
‘absolutely loves Christmas’ and
his enthusiasm is infectious, espe-
cially for anyone in need of pep
after all those verses of all those
carols.

Florence Davies

Forward in Faith Festival 
Saturday 20 May, 2023 

12pm to 4pm at St Alban, Holborn EC1N 7RD

All Forward in Faith members are very welcome to attend
(as per the revised Constitution)

- Sung Mass with excellent choral music & a joyful atmosphere
- Subsidised hot lunch with wine
- An opportunity to put questions to the Trustees and the Director

Further details in due course - please save the date!

ADVENT
BOOKS
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A
nthony Denis Couchman, who died on 10 Au-
gust 2022, was born on 23 May 1937, the third
child and second son of Robert and Frances

Couchman of Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire. After leav-
ing school in 1953 he served an apprenticeship as a pre-
cision engineer with Bryant Simons, Tottenham
(interrupted by National Service between 1955-58 with
RAF Far Eastern Command at Saleta, Singapore), mov-
ing on as a journeyman to the firm of Buck & Hickman
in Whitechapel, London E1, during which time he lived
at the University Mission in Plais-
tow.

Between 1965 and 1966 he at-
tended Bernard Gilpin College,
Durham before going on to Sarum
Theological College in Salisbury.
He was ordained deacon in 1969 and
priest in 1970. He served his title
under the redoubtable Fr Raymond
Smith at St Francis, Barkingside,
Essex between 1969 and 1971, in
which year he was appointed curate
at Sts Peter and Paul, Chingford,
Essex, under Canon Charles Ian Pet-
titt, with specific responsibility for
the mission church of St Francis,
Chingford. In 1976 he was appointed
vicar of St Barnabas with St James
the Greater, Walthamstow, Essex.
When asking his training priest how
long he should stay at St Barnabas,
he received the reply ‘until such time as you can identify
one parishioner whom you have baptised, prepared for
confirmation and officiated at their marriage and fu-
neral’; consequently, he remained there until his retire-
ment in November 2007. A rare occurrence these days.

Fr Anthony’s task at St Barnabas was to build up a
failing congregation. His first Sunday Mass attendance
was 7, which grew to 123 by his last Sunday Mass in No-
vember 2007. During his thirty-two years at St Barnabas
he was challenged with the task of restoring the Grade
II* 1902 Arts & Crafts church by William Douglas Car�e,
including the replacement of the chancel roof, a project
which cost some £530,000. Over the years he was able to
personally embellish St Barnabas with one of the most
comprehensive collections of Arts & Crafts and modern
ecclesiastical items of any church in Greater London.
The original entry for St Barnabas in Pevsner’s Essex
(1954) was of four lines’ duration, but such was Fr An-
thony’s zeal and generosity that, come the 2nd edition in
2005, published as London 5: East, this had expanded to
54 lines, the longest entry for any other church in the
London Borough of Waltham Forest. During his time at

St Barnabas, Fr Anthony had built up a large Igorot com-
munity, allowing him to leave a thriving parish in the ca-
pable hands of his curate, Fr Alfonso Camiwet.
Furthermore, his generosity extended beyond St Barn-
abas, Walthamstow and there are many churches in East
Anglia, Roman Catholic as well as Anglican, which have
benefitted from his munificence.

His love of old buildings led to the restoration of the
Grade II 17C Vicarage Barn at Thaxted (Fr Anthony was
a devotee of its former socialist parish priest, Conrad

Noel, and of Morris Dancing),
which became his holiday home
between 1983 and 1996, subse-
quently waving his magic wand on
11 Hampton Court, Nelson Street,
King’s Lynn (Grade I) in 1997 and,
finally, that of Grade II* Friarscot,
a modest merchant’s house of
c.1510, also in King’s Lynn, in
2007, which remained his home
until his death.

Fr Anthony was a quiet and
unassuming parish priest, much
loved within the parishes he
served, possessing a dignified ap-
proach to worship and liturgy, be-
lieving that nothing but the best
was good enough for God. As Fr
Raymond Smith once said, ‘Strict
training and rigorous discipline
made Fr Anthony the priest he is

today.’ Fr Anthony had a special devotion to Our Lady
and the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham, of which he
was a Priest Associate, often saying mass in the Chapel
of the Resurrection, which had been endowed in 1936 by
Helena Loddiges, a former parishioner of St Barnabas,
in memory of Fr Anthony’s predecessor, Fr William
Norris, and in which Chapel a Requiem Mass was said
for Fr Anthony on 30 August. 

Fr Anthony’s one ambition in life was to ‘serve God
with all my heart, all my soul and all my strength’. That
he has done. His High Mass of Requiem at Thaxted,
Essex on 10 October was attended by a large congrega-
tion, all of whom wended their way to the grave side to
the sound of the church bells ringing a quarter peal in his
honour, with the Thaxted Morris Men standing guard as
his coffin was lowered into the ground. And now he is
home, in the town he so loved, fully vested and holding
his favourite chalice and paten, waiting for the Great
Mass on the Day of Resurrection when, doubtless, God
will say to him, ‘ Well done, good and faithful servant.’
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

Dr Julian Litten FSA

Obituary: 
Fr Anthony Couchman 1937-2022

ND
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Letters to the Editor
I note your comment (ND October) that Her Late
Majesty was a ‘somewhat low-church Prayer Book An-
glican,’ and that that is ‘a position and integrity we re-
spect’.

I should hope so, especially considering that some of
these low, or middle, church Anglicans are members of
Forward in Faith. It would be nice to be thought of as ‘us’
rather than ‘them,’ even if we are in such good company
as the late Queen’s.

You must also be aware that there are such things as
high church, or Anglo-Catholic, Prayer Book Anglicans.
This is not surprising. Using the Prayer Book leaves us in
no doubt that the Church of England, in its entirety, is a
Catholic church, and all its members. It used to be a key
function of the Anglo-Catholic movement to remind its
fellow Anglicans of this fact. I think some Anglo-
Catholics now need reminding of it themselves.

Juliet Hole
Bayton, Worcs. DY14 9NA

The death of Queen Elizabeth II resulted in a great out-
pouring of grief in this country and further afield, accom-
panied by a great feeling of gratitude for all that she did
for this country. She was the personification of duty when
she pledged herself to a lifelong service of duty. Sadly,
the Church of England does not have a system of canon-
isation but, if we did, the Queen would surely be a strong
candidate. She always made it clear that she lived her life
according to Christian beliefs. I was impressed by the
seemingly endless queues to file past the coffin and the
large number of people who crossed themselves when
reaching the coffin. A huge number watched the funeral,
although we cannot say how many. In these days of so-
called simple funerals and humanist ceremonies to cele-
brate the life of the departed without any religious content
there is still a place for a properly conducted religious fu-
neral.

I was ordained in 1983 when we had many funerals of
those who described themselves as members of the
Church of England, often ‘believer, but not churchgoer’.
This still applies to a certain extent, judging by the huge
numbers who watched the Queen’s funeral. Perhaps we
underestimate what I would describe as the innate reli-
giosity of the population of this country. There is a Russ-
ian proverb which reads ‘in times of crisis man turns to
God’. That seems to be the surprising situation in which
we find ourselves. Many people, particularly at the end
of life, still turn to the church.

One of the reasons why Charles I was at odds with
parliament was his clinging to the doctrine of the divine
right of kings, that God had put him on the throne and so
his powers were unrestricted. A residue of that doctrine
still exists today in that we invest the sovereign with
quasi-godliness. As we look back on the long reign of Her
Late majesty it could be said that she was an ambassador

for Christianity in the way she conducted herself, a sort
of missionary. It is to be hoped that some people will at
least try church, having seen its services in operation, and
that our new king may be inspired by his mother and give
service to the nation in the way in which she did. As for
the Queen, at long last she may take her rest. May she rest
in peace and rise in glory.

Fr David Sherwood

Your extensive coverage (October 2022) of the life of Her
Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, her death, and the sub-
sequent ten days of mourning, including the lying-in-state
prior to her state funeral at Westminster Abbey on 19 Sep-
tember and committal at St George’s Chapel, Windsor,
was impressive, and a record of this ‘momentous’ period
in our nation’s history is one that will survive long after
Liz Truss is a mere footnote.

However, with all the justified praise for the liturgical
excellence of the services, I regret that none of your con-
tributors highlighted the Archbishop of Canterbury’s ser-
mon at the Abbey. This was a hugely significant moment,
when the eyes of millions around the world watching on
TV—whether or not Christians—were on our Arch-
bishop.

In a few short minutes, in a sermon the length of
which Prince Philip would have approved, Archbishop
Justin managed not only to record the Queen’s personal
Christian faith and her ‘hope which in life and death in-
spired her servant leadership’ but also to proclaim the
gospel message, ‘Christ rose from the dead and offers life
to all, abundant life now and life with God in eternity.’
And, echoing the Queen’s own Christmas Day message
in 2011, ‘where meek souls will receive him, still the dear
Christ enters in’.

In these turbulent times for our nation and the world,
may that be our prayer too.

David Lamming
Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5HU

(General Synod, 2015-2021)

It was unfortunate perhaps for a monthly magazine
such as New Directions that the death of HM Queen Eliz-
abeth occurred at about the same time as the publication
of the September number and a full four weeks before the
October edition could appear.

It is understandable, therefore, that most of the press
coverage and tributes to the late Queen could see the light
of day before New Directions could make its contribu-
tion. Even so, I found the royal coverage – some nineteen
articles out of twenty-three – faintly ridiculous.

I am sure most readers of ND throughout the UK ho-
noured the late Queen as the anointed Head of State and
for her deep personal faith and devoted service to her peo-
ple, but many of us (believe it or not) do not live in Lon-
don and some of us (sadly, a very small and decreasing



November 2022 NEWuDIRECTIONS 33

uPOEMu

Before Action by W.N. Hodgson

T
he youngest child of H.B. Hodgson, the first
Bishop of Saint Edmundsbury and Ipswich,
William Noel Hodgson MC (1893-1916) was born

at Thornbury, Gloucestershire, when his father was vicar
there. Educated at Durham School and Christ Church,
Oxford, he volunteered for duty in 1914 at the outbreak of
the First World War. ‘Before Action’ was his last poem
and has become possibly his most famous one. It was
published on 29 June 2016 in weekly paper The New Wit-
ness (owned and run by G.K. Chesterton’s brother); he
was killed in action two days later near Mametz. 

His work often featured religious themes and refer-
ences, with some even holding to the metre of a hymn
tune. This poem – a trinity of verses – sees each conclude
with the petition ‘Help me to – O Lord’: to be a soldier, a
man, and ultimately ‘to die’. There is a deep sense of
farewell in it, celebrating the glories of God-given life and
Creation, and the ultimate care of the Almighty to which
we all commend ourselves and one another. In recent
years, and certainly since the Armistice centenary, Re-
membrance Sunday has become a major national focus
for this theology, along with war poems now on the
school English syllabus.

minority) are not formally members of the established
Church of England. We may or may not have been im-
pressed by all the military and liturgical trappings attend-
ing the Royal Funeral or in the personal reminiscences of
those ecclesiastical personages who have met the late
Queen. We don’t need to read about it all over again after
four weeks.

It might have been more useful to hear of what the
Society’s bishops and other leaders have to say about the
appalling state of the country at large and its chaotic gov-
ernment.

The Ven Martin Williams SSC
Cardiff CF24 2EN, Wales

May I complement all those responsible for the excel-
lence of the latest edition of New Directions which I have
just received? The tributes to our Late Sovereign are most
worthy indeed.

I shall be sending an additional copy to friends over-
seas. 

Colin F Black
Isleworth TW7 6XH

Where possible, please email letters to: 
nd.editor@forwardinfaith.com.

By all the glories of the day
And the cool evening’s benison
By that last sunset touch that lay

Upon the hills when day was done,
By beauty lavishly outpoured

And blessings carelessly received,
By all the days that I have lived

Make me a soldier, Lord.

By all of all man’s hopes and fears
And all the wonders poets sing,

The laughter of unclouded years,
And every sad and lovely thing;

By the romantic ages stored
With high endeavour that was his,

By all his mad catastrophes
Make me a man, O Lord.

I, that on my familiar hill
Saw with uncomprehending eyes

A hundred of thy sunsets spill
Their fresh and sanguine sacrifice,

Ere the sun swings his noonday sword
Must say good-bye to all of this; -

By all delights that I shall miss,
Help me to die, O Lord.

ND
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B
ack in 2020, my March copy of New Direc-
tions arrived as we all went into lockdown –
for the first time. My article, which appeared

that month, beautifully produced by the ND team,
was to encourage pilgrimages to the Shrine of Our
Lady of Walsingham at St Mary the Virgin in
Buxted, East Sussex. St Mary’s had been a centre of
pilgrimage for 100 years, but lockdown and the pe-
riod of being locked out of church that followed, was
to put paid to any further pilgrimages for two years
However, lockdown did not stop the telephone ring-
ing and emails pinging, with ND readers expressing
interest in a pilgrimage to St Mary’s, as soon as was
practicable. Realising little could be done until this
terrible virus had past, all we could do was wait, pray
and be patient. 

Neither were we idle at St Mary’s though. Early
in 2020, cracks appeared on the east wall of the Sanc-
tuary. Fearing damp penetration a surveyor was
called in. Fortunately no damp, just nine layers of
emulsion paint! Our decorator (socially distanced –
on his own) started scraping away. However, he got
rather carried away when he found Fr Wagner’s mu-
rals, and removed more emulsion than we expected.
These murals, painted in the ‘Arts and Crafts’ style,
were part of Fr Wagner’s original design for 

St Mary’s, and had been painted over in 1951.
The paintings of Sts Wilfred, Augustine, Gregory
and Richard, which once hung in the four plaster
niches (see pictures) sadly disappeared at the same
time. Although the murals have only been partially
revealed) it will take many years of fundraising be-
fore we can consider revealing them fully, and there
are many more.

In the meantime, we are keen to discover the
whereabouts of ‘the Four Saints’. An art expert re-
cently inspected the murals and discovered a canvas
imprint on the four plaster niches. This indicates that
the saints were painted on canvas (probably in a stu-
dio), and affixed to the wall using the ‘marouflage’
technique, to form part of the mural. This meant the
canvas could be removed at any time with minimal
risk of damage. Each canvas measures 54” x 24” and
it was, we understand, possible to roll them up for
transporting. If you know where they are, we would
like to hear from you.

Thank you all for your continued prayers over
the past two years. We are happy to report that pil-
grimages re-introduced this summer. Come and see
Fr Wagner’s murals, and learn more of the fascinat-
ing history of St Mary’s We look forward to welcom-
ing you. Please contact: Colin Woolgrove at
telephone 01825 830076 or email colinhwoolgrove
@aol.com.

England’s Sussex Nazareth 
Colin Woolgrove writes about Fr Wagner’s murals and pilgrimages to Buxted
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L
ate mediaeval doom
paintings painted on
wood are very rare,

with the Wenhaston Doom
(ND, December 2012) possi-
bly the best known. An-
other is at Dauntsey in
Wiltshire, where it has been
replaced in its original situ-
ation above the screen.
Painted on wood felled in
the last third of the 14th
century, it bears three lay-
ers of painting, of which the
topmost is that displayed.
At its head is the figure of
Christ, sitting upon a rain-
bow (1), as at Wenhaston,
clearly displaying the
wounds in his hands and
that in his side, with Our
Lady and Saint John the
Baptist below, and angels
blowing trumpets sig-
nalling the Last Judgement.
The damned are pulled into
the jaws of Hell by demons
using chains (2), and again
as at Wenhaston) whilst the
dead – some in shrouds –
are being raised from their
graves (3). Saint Peter,
wielding a large key, wel-
comes the Blessed to the
Heavenly Mansions (4).

Church Crawling
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T
he promise of our soul’s fulfilment by our re-
newed response to the light of Christ’s Advent is
emblazoned within Isaiah. It is disastrous to see

this abandoned and replaced with the comfortable bac-
chanalia that is secular Advent, and to forget some of the
Christian determinants of our Advent rituals.

Advent is a season when God calls us out of dark-
ness to light, and thus is a season of self -examination. It
is a season of hope, expectation and yearning as we strive
to improve our relationship with God. Advent is a period
of waiting, looking forward in the context of the coming
of our Blessed Lord, both in history, in present grace,
and at the end of time. 

Advent observance goes back to the fourth century,
but unlike most periods of church observance, was more
pronounced in the West than the East especially in Gaul
and Spain. In 380 the Council of Saragossa prescribed
the faithful to attend church from 17 December to
Epiphany in ascetic prayer. This period of three weeks,
the beginning of Advent was attributed to St. Hilary of
Poitiers who died in 367. Advent only made itself evident
in Roman sacramentaries and lectionaries after 650 with
a six week period, then reduced to four weeks, of prepa-
ration for Christmas. Masses seen in liturgical books for
ante natale Domini were a time of preparation for the
solemnity of the Coming of the Lord. As the Middle
Ages progressed Advent became a period of joyful ex-
pectation. The words of prophets like Isaiah became in-
creasingly relevant. There are two patrons of Advent: St
John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. John’s
message is to prepare a way for the Lord in our lives,
starting with an examination of the way we live and
seeking a change towards justice, love and peace. Mary
offered to God herself, to bring the incarnate Son of God
into the world.

Modern observances of Advent can anticipate
Christmas. Some have become part of Church practice.
The Carol Service is more likely to have Christmas Car-
ols than Advent carols. Christingle services started in the
Moravian Church in 1742 and are very popular among
churches of the Reformation in the United Kingdom.
How many casual attenders understand its message? The
Advent wreath originated among German Lutherans in
the 16th century as a home devotion in Advent but has
found its way into various Christian denomination’s
liturgical worship with a varying number of candles of
various colours lit in the liturgy on the Sundays in Ad-
vent. A common arrangement is an outer ring of four
candles to be lit one each Sunday in Advent (three pur-
ple, and one pink for Gaudete Sunday). An appropriate
prayer may be said after the lighting of each candle.
There can be a central white candle lit on the feast day

of Christmas. Recently a wreath of six candles has been
devised for the Eastern Orthodox who may wish to use
it throughout their longer Advent. The Christmas tree is
usually traced back to 1600 Lutheran home customs (but
there is evidence of a murderous pagan pre-Christian ori-
gin). The Christmas tree made its way to England with
Prince Albert in Victorian times with a variety of deco-
rations; candles became replaced with electric lights for
safety reasons. Roman Catholics tried to resist but the
tree made its way into the Vatican and can now be found
in most denominations of churches and cathedrals. Tree
festivals have become popular in church, with liberties
taken in tracing Christ’s earthly ancestors in the Jesse
tree. The Christmas Crib now familiar in churches,
cathedrals and most monastic communities is tradition-
ally associated with St. Francis of Assisi. In some coun-
tries there can be an expansion of the usual figures, all
the tradesmen of the town can be seen, but this usually
in private houses not in church. Advent count down in
calendars is increasing in popularity.

Advent (Adventus) is a Christian word with a pagan
origin; it is a cult used to signify the annual visitation of
a divinity coming to their temple to visit their devotees.
The same term was used of the imperial visitations when
the emperor or important person visited his court as in
Adventus Augusti (the coming of Augustus). In early
Christian writings Adventus became the classical term
for the coming of Christ among us in flesh, for the inau-
guration of the messianic age; and for his future coming
in glory which will crown his work of redemption at the
end of time. 

From the fifth century Advent was modelled on
Lent with fasting, abstinence, prayer and meditation for
a period of forty days before the feast of the Nativity.
The Gloria is not sung in Advent or in Lent. The liturgi-
cal colour for these seasons is purple except for the third
Sunday (Gaudete) as with the fourth Sunday in Lent

Advent Reflections
For John Gayford, Advent is a quiet time of 
recollection, full of hope and Christian joy

Isaiah (Ugolino di Nerio, Sta Croce altarpiece
National Gallery, London)



(Laetare) when rose pink vestments may be used as a sign
of relaxation and rejoicing. There was a period when
black otherwise was worn and some have preferred blue.
At the time of Gregory the Great there were five Sundays
of Advent but this was reduced to four in the ninth cen-
tury. In former times there were special days of fasting
and abstinence in Advent (Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays) but there was great variability. Lessons for the
Mass and Offices are especially selected from Isaiah
whose writing strikes a compelling note of desire and
preparation for the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ re-
vealed as our redeemer. At Vespers the seven great an-
tiphons (the Great O antiphons) begin on the 17th

December.
The beautiful words in the Advent prose from Isaiah

45:8 are sung at this season of the year either in Latin or
English. 

Drop down O heavens from above and let the skies
pour down righteousness.

This haunting refrain is sung between verses de-
scribing the destruction and desolation in Sion.

Modern scholarship in the West now believes the
Book of Isaiah was written in three parts over 200 years
(before, during and after the exile into Babylon) so
clearly not written by one person; often called first, sec-
ond and third Isaiah Even so some Eastern Orthodox
Churches call Isaiah a (single) saint and he has 9th or 15th

May as his saint’s day. The book has been described as
the gospel (good news) of the Old Testament, even the
‘fifth gospel’ and the author(s) as the prophet of Advent;
a poet, inspired prophet, herald of the good news skil-
fully edited into one book of the Old Testament (the
longest). Isaiah’s name means ‘The Lord who saves’. Its
noble style and message make one of the most revered
books of the Bible. It is the most quoted Old Testament
book in the New Testament apart from the Psalms. St.
Jerome wrote that Isaiah describes Christ’s work and
teaching as if they had already happened. To him Isaiah
had insight into the mysteries of the Church, concluding
that Isaiah was more an evangelist than a prophet. 

The early section of the book cries out that God had
been forsaken, religious rituals carried out without sin-
cerity and with a lack of social justice. Isaiah has a mes-
sage of hope for humanity as it gives us opportunity to
change. 

When peaceful silence lay over all and night had run
half of her swift course, down from heaven, from the
royal throne, leapt your all-powerful Word (Wisdom
18.15). 

The Word of God, the Son of God, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, is identified as the creative force of God in Chris-
tian theology. In the Prologue of St. John’s Gospel we
read ‘The word was made flesh and dwelt among us’
(John 1.14) possibly the most sacred words in Christian
scripture. Through Jesus, God recreates the world and
all of those who welcome Him, gives us a new humanity
of dignity, compassion and love. Jesus Christ adopts us
to become heirs to eternal life as citizens of heaven.

Advent is a time for spiritual awakening; unless we
are spiritually awake we are not even half alive and our

souls tend unto death. The way we face each day is im-
portant. Advent issues us with a spiritual wake-up call,
about understanding things and hearing things. It is no
good being reflective unless there is a will to change. We
need to be in love with life and with God and our fellow
human beings. God can co-opt us as his helpers. God en-
ters human history as a fragile child born in adverse cir-
cumstances, born to give us hope. Advent is that lonely
voice crying in the wilderness of our lives. This hope can
give us strength and inspire love. It can shield us against
failure and revive our dreams and ideals. We wait in joy-
ful hope for our Lord Jesus Christ to enter our lives, re-
alising the fulfilment to enable our part. It is not a retreat
from life’s tensions, sufferings or actions nor a refuge in
piety, but an enlargement of mind and heart to be em-
braced by the mysterious and all loving God.

In the secular world, any austerities and prepara-
tions in Advent are forgotten, and a feast of anticipation
occurs – of social gatherings in advance of Christmas
rather than after in the traditional extended octave. But
God enters human history despite what we do, born to
give us hope, yet this challenging event is almost being
missed by our frenetic activities. He can shield us against
failure and revive our dreams and ideals, and restore us
in adversity. We enter into the Biblical account, into
liturgy and the mystery of the Mass to encounter anew
the Living God. This sustains us long after the Feast is
completed. The Promise of His Glory (now mainly in-
corporated into Common Worship Times and Seasons)
and other similar books try to provide a framework for
public and private worship in Advent, taking us back to
the purpose of the spirituality this season. This can in-
clude acts of contrition based on the Advent Prose, the
Dies Irae or a Litany of Penance.

In the secular world, Advent austerities are forgot-
ten and become a feast of anticipation, in advance of the
real event. Commercial exploitation provides bright
flashing lights; and when we have paid all we can man-
age, they are switched off again the day after Christmas,
plunging us in the flesh into winter and our souls into a
spiritual darkness. Why do we not seek Christ’s Advent
to prepare, to erase our failings, and seek to hasten to
greet Him in the time appointed. Then our joy at his com-
ing will be real: and may we thereafter be sustained by
his presence and his peace.

Further Reading:-
- Barker, M. Isaiah in Eerdmans Commentary on the

Bible edited by Dunn, J.D.G. and Rogerson, J.W.
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company Cam-
bridge. 2003

- Hays, C. B. Isaiah in Oxford Encyclopedia of the
Books of the Bible edited by Coogan, M.D. Oxford
University Press Oxford. 2011.

- Jounel, P. The Christmas Season in the Liturgy and
Church at Prayer (Volume 4) edited by Martimort,
A.G. Translated by O’Connell, M.J. The Liturgical
Press Collegeville Minnesota. 1986

- The Promise of His Glory Church House Publishing
London 1991. (Times and Seasons, 2006.)
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BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Con-
tact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwick-
parishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive, TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at 10am. Further details  of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website: 
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11 1QT)
“If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for”  Sunday Mass 11am.
Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid
and S.Hilda.  Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benedic-
tion  (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm,
Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm.  Messy
Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Curate Fr Edward Gunn 07485 756177
st.helen.curate@gmail.com
Youth and Community Worker 07485545278
communitysha@yahoo.com

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliffs, Holmfield Road, FY2
9RG.  A SWSH Registered Parish. Sundays - 9am Said Mass,
10.30am Solemn Mass, 6pm Evening Service. Easy Access & Loop.
Tel 01 253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Offices, Benedic-
tion and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill SSC 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliff Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Even-
song with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at 5.30pm
and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before Evening Prayer.
Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish office
01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough.  Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601 
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A parish
of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Durham
City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and
Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817

BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city cen-
tre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00. Wednesday:
Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil Mass. For all
other services and information please contact the Parish Priest, Fr
Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com

BRIGHTON & HOVE  wAGNER GROUP St Barn-
abas’ (11am) Fr. John Eldridge 01273 881761 . St
Barthlomew’s (10.30am Fr.Ben Eadon 01273 620491. St Mar-
tin’s (10.30am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s
(10.30am) 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am)  01 273 203231. 
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle  BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes-

day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda
01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org  Philip Goodfellow,
Churchwarden. 07733 111 800  phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 8.00am Low
Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Low Mass Wednesday 9.30am, Friday
9.30am, Saturday 9.30am with Rosary. Parish Priest Fr Henry
Everett 0208 295 6411. Parish website: 
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk and find us on Facebook. 

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Miss
Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday  10.30am, Bene-
diction: Last Tuesday 7:15 pm, Cell Mass: 2nd Friday 7:15 pm. 
S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Derbyshire, S42 5DB
Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass 7.15pm, except
Benediction: 2nd Thursday 7:15 pm. Contact: Fr. Geoffrey Borrow-
dale SSC 01246 232486 frgeoffrey@stpaulshasland.com
www.stpaulshasland.com

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7ANA Society
Parish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Office & Mass as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
greensidevicar@solo.net

COVENTRY St. Oswald Tile HillMonday & Thursday - 9am BCP
Morning Prayer, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday - 9am Morning Prayer
[CW], Tuesday - 1pm  Rosary Prayers, Wednesday - 9.30am Mass,
Sunday - 10am Mass, [First Sunday] 6pm Evensong & Benedic-
tion. Fr Edward Backhouse SSC -  07485 493418. Church Office -
07512 924401. Find us on Facebook www.stoswalds.co.uk

DERBY St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions and
details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs  with Benedic-
tion - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC 07768
827101

DEVIZES St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society of
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary.
Contact: Duty volunteer  Tel: 0785269628 
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com 
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679

DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol-
lowed by coffee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
fatherahoward@gmail.com

DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(DN12 1AX)  with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
Sundays 9.15am Edlington. Youth Group at Edlington on  Fri
7pm, Messy Church at Edlington on the last Monday of each
month 4.00 pm at the ECO centre (DN12 1AB).  Please refer to
our Facebook pages for details of other activities and service
times for St Jude's (Hexthorpe).
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington and
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Office.  For de-
tails and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323 722317
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA  A Parish of the Soci-
ety under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditional-
ists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr  David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184

David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/ 

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliff A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
Sunday at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon. Thursday: 11
am coffee/tea prior to Mass. Contact  The Parish Priest 01303 680
441  http://stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
e-mail:church@stpetersfolkestone.co.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II Church
by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under Bishop of
Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn Evensong and
Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact telephone number
07941894822

HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive
resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the Bishop
of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass;  Occasional Choral
Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk 

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, Brougham Terrace. A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am. Daily Mass, Offices and Confessions as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Fr.Richard Masshedar, 01429 272934

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and ceremo-
nial sung to Merbecke.  Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442 243258 e-
mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
(English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm  Even-
song. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
information phone the Parish Office 0759 2408419. Web page:
www.stlukeskingston.uk

LINCOLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, Wednes-
day, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
Monks Road

LOFTUS-IN-CLEVELAND St Leonard, Loftus & St Helen,
Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am.  Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/loftusparish 

LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street
(nearest Tube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episco-
pal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refresh-
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
subject to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
www.stmtm@org.uk rector@stmtm.org.uk

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A reg-
istered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
Sunday  Masses: 9.15am and 10.30am. Contact: Fr Jonathan
Beswick SSC   0207 481 2985. For daily mass and office times
please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple Bene-
diction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12 noon
Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other
enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com
or phone 0208 364 1583

LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple Bene-
diction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12 noon
Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other
enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com
or phone 0208 364 1583

parish directory
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LONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Houlding SSC

LONDON Nw9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) to Tudor Gardens. ) A Soci-
ety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sun-
day: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
followed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org -
www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place.  Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050 
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr.Michael Bailey - 07713 258429 www.sswsml.com

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm.
Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral Evensong
(termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed 6.30pm,
Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabrielspim-
lico.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, tra-
ditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed
7pm, Thur  12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Fri-
day 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418.  Email:
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.saint-stephen.org.uk

LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
ascensionsw11@gmail.com

LONDON Sw19 All Saints, South Wimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church office 020 8542
5514 or see
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/ 

LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Of-
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper.  Sung Mass regularly each
month.  Please contact Rev Leslie Hobbs 01502 732536 or Kevin
Turner 07828661970 for further details.
wwwloundworship.co.uk

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Office: 0161 727 8175 email: paroffsandp@btconnect.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For
further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779

NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am.  Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com 
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 7pm. St
Saviour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 7pm. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PRESTON St George's, (PR1 2NP) -  'Preston's Hidden Gem'.
Affiliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk  or 
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, affiliated with The
Society. Sunday:  Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Of-
fices (Mattins, Evensong ) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check
website for times). Compline daily online at 9pm. Regular study
groups, see our website.  Parish Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957
2831. sgiles.vicar@gmail www.sgilesreading.org.uk 
REDDITCH St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods, 
Redditch, B97 5LB -  Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10.30am,
Thursday Said Mass 10am. Friday Stations of the Cross 11.am
Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222
ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9.30am, 10:30am. Contact: Parish Office
01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road.  Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel.  A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am.  For
further information about the Daily Office, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123.  Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish affili-
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid  and Hilda and under the Episopal
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 11am with refresh-
ments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as announced.
Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals times vary.
Fr David Dixon 01723 363828  
frdavidstmart@gmail.com  
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk

SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM Parish of The Society in
the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Har-
bour SR7 7SA  (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Sea-
ham)  Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School.  9.30am
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s.  Confessions by arrange-
ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
Chris Collins 0191 5817186. 
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.  
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com
SNEINTON, NOTTINGHAM St Stephen’s with St
Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am.  Contem-
porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292  Email john@ststephens.info

SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (off Inner Av-
enue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you.  Sunday Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Church-
warden 023 8067 1883 

SOUTH SHIELDS, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley.  Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060 
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass,  Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families,  6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 10am.Parish Priest: Fr
John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appoint-
ment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Office - 01782 313142 -
https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads  
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
12.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday
9.30am. Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by
appointment.  Parish Office; Thursdays 6.00-6.30pm. Contact:
Vicar Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485, 
farvad@sky.com
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Bever-
ley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Con-
fessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
Skelton CMP SSC  0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am.  For further in-
formation please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Daily mass as advertised.  Contact  01793 538220 
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy.  Musical tradition.  Sunday Serv-
ices 8,10 & 6.30.  Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
website for full details of services and events holytrinity-
taunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. Dur-
ing the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
Darby 07958 371611

TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael,
Tividale Road B69 2LQ and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road B69 1LL. A So-
ciety Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's), Sunday
School 2 pm (Holy Cross). Contact  Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384 257888
frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

N. YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches .
Sundays: THORNTON St Mary Sung Eucharist 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Sung Holy Communion at 4 pm.
(Winter time) 5pm (BST) Rector Fr. Robert Findlow. As services
may vary, please check with Fr Robert on 01282-788621 or the
Church Wardens. robert.findlow@leeds.anglican.org

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook, Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Parish
Mass, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIn-
tyre 01922 622583

Continued on next page
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wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of As-
sisi, Friar Park WS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday Morn-
ing Mass at 10.00am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Wed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell
SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Office. For further information see our Website: 
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Graham Road, Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of
Beverley. Sunday 10:30 AM  Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
Sunday. Tuesday 10am  Low Mass. Traditional Church of England
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel-
comed. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/

wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco-
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217 
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Office 01934 415379
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website 
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Oswestry. Sundays: Morning
Prayer 9.45am, Sung Mass 10.30am (creche and Sunday school
from 10.00am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or
ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or
stpweymouth@gmail.com

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Said Mass : Thur 12 noon. Contact: Church-
warden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: office@holytrini-
tywinches ter.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High
Mass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are ob-
served on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Richborough. Sunday:  Solemn Mass, 11.00 am  Weekdays:
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk  Contact:  Fr
Harri Williams SSC,   01328 821316 

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMSociety Parishes  King-
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark &  Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYSociety parishes  Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Har-
bledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury,  Fr.Stephen Sheridan  01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken-
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (con-
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)

FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (vacant) ;
Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (vacant) ; Nuneaton: St Mary
the Virgin (Fr Roger Butcher 024 7638 2936).

FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538;  Derby: St Anne, Parish
Priest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
.fm ; St Bartholomew and St Luke: Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof-
frey Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston
Holy Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
9464060 fatherdlm@icloud.com; Staveley St John Baptist with
Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones,
01 246 498603  

DIOCESE OF EXETERFiF Recommended Parishes: Abbot-
sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor-
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Vacancy-
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber,
Fr.N.Debney   01 626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with
St Andrew & St Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 240119; Plymouth
Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Hon-
icknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey

01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community
Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the
Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-
phone 01 752 664191; Plymouth Discovery Mission Community,
St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark, Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752
562623; Plymouth  St Gabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden
077528 51525; Torquay St Martin, Vacancy 01 803 327223;
Torquay St Marychurch vacancy;  Torquay St John with Torre All
Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754

DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St
Augustine, Fr William Perry - 01276 609498, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
contact details  and details of all activities, events etc  in both
parishes, visit the church web sites  
www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk 
and  www.parishofhawley.org.uk

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF LEEDSBelle Isle &
Hunslet St John & St Barnabas, Sunday Mass 11am,  Vicar:
Fr.Chris Buckley CMP  07858 427796; Cross Green St Hilda, Sun-
day Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren Percival SSC 07960 555609; Hare-
hills St Wilfrid, vacant: Sunday Mass 10am contact Lynne
Dransfield [Churchwarden] tel: 0113 2730323

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319

FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Soci-
ety, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower Broughton The As-
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
St Mark, Society  Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloff - 01 942
673519;  Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Soci-
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Roy-
ton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; Sal-
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Swinton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,Soci-

ety, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Au-
gustine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints, Godshill,
and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour
on the Cliff, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The Ascension, North
End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Ben-
jamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711

FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 9am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 11am Sung Mass;
all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 01634 711019, 07946
867881 or frclive@tiscali.co.uk

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANSSociety Parishes Bedford St
Martin, Fr.Norwood  07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Bur-
ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month); Ipswich St. Bart-
holemew, Fr Paul Carter 01473 727441. Sunday Mass 10am. ; 
Ipswich St Mary at the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sun-
day Mass 10.45am, daily Mass at 12.30pm; Mendlesham St Mary,
Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter and Paul - The
Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, Fr Richard Hume 01709 231326;
Goldthorpe SS John and Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hexthorpe St Jude, Fr Richard Hume 01709 231326; Hick-
leton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr
Parker 01226 749231; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morri-
son 01 709 582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952;
New Bentley Ss Philip and James, vacant; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheffield:
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-
West 0114  2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
clergy for Mass times, etc)

FiF, DIOCESE OF TRUROFalmouth St. Michael, Penwerris Fr.
Michael Oades 01326 341304; Truro St. George the Martyr, Fr.
Christopher Epps 01872 278595
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e Society for the 
Maintenance of the Faith

seeks to appoint a 

VICAR
(0.5 Stipend)

for the Parish of
St Michael and All Angels, Brighton

A Parish Profile and details of how to apply can be found at 
www.smrust.org.uk

St Michael’s is a parish of e Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda and has
passed a resolution under the House of Bishops’ Declaration.

Closing date for applications: Tuesday 22nd November

HOLY TRINITY, WINCHESTER
e Bishop of Basingstoke wishes to appoint a
PRIEST IN CHARGE (House for Duty)

Holy Trinity is a traditional Anglo-Catholic Parish Church in the centre of 
Winchester, affiliated to e Society of St Wilfred and St Hilda and under the
pastoral care of the Bishop of Richborough.  

e Mass is central to our faith, identity and mission and we are a friendly
and welcoming church to all. 

Our is a city-centre parish in Winchester, a vibrant and historical cathedral
city, the county town of Hampshire and centre of the Winchester Diocese with
a thriving university and the church shares responsibility with a neighbouring
parish for a C of E school close by, graded as outstanding.  e incumbent is and
ex-officio member of the governing body. 

e church site has a parish hall with both large and small halls which are
widely used by the outside community, and also contains the Parish Office,  as
well as the church, a large car park and a 4 bedroomed house available with the
post. 

We are a mature but dedicated congregation praising in the traditions of the
Catholic faith and looking to:
• Maintain and deepen our Catholic faith and praices within the traditions

of the Church of England, deepening our relationship with God through
prayer, teaching and sacramental life

• Expand and outreach into the parish and develop our relationships with the
wider community

• Build and develop our existing work with children, the school and young 
people and explore and develop their ministry

• Develop our aivities and facilities for people who are alone or vulnerable
• Maintain and develop our connections with neighbouring parishes and

churches of other denominations. 

Parish Profile and Application forms are available from 
the Diocese of Winchester

All applications to be sent to the Rt. Revd. David Williams, 
Bishop of Basingstoke  bishop.david@winchester.anglican.org

Closing date November 24th

SMF

Consecration of 
Fr Stephen Race

SSC as the Bishop
of Beverley

11am on Wednesday 

30 November, 2022, 

in York Minster

No prior booking needed to sit
in the congregation

Please come & support our
new bishop!

The Principal Consecrator &
the two Co-Consecrators will

be Society bishops



T
hose heady days of 1992! Now seems an age
away from that younger deacon me, living with
the intense frustration at not being ordained

priest. The horrible misogyny of taint talk with its barely-
disguised purity codes that Jesus did so much to chal-
lenge. The polarisations of the Church on the issue, with
vicious asides, spitting and scratching. The intense de-
light and surprise of that positive vote – followed by the
ongoing wait until ordination in April 1994. A large mix-
ture of feminist ‘right’, stirred in, too, then. 

Thirty or so years on, with a rich and varied ministry
behind, I know now that priesthood is not a right, but a
gift and a privilege. It is the highest calling: to be called
to represent God to humanity and humanity to God in his
universal Church, which is the means of his grace
through Word and sacraments. It is to be ‘in persona
Christi’, presiding as the bread and wine are consecrated
by God to become the Real Presence, equipping the
Body of Christ to take forward the mission of God. 

Today the Church is riven by other matters, no less
divisive. The complex issues of sexuality and gender, of
course. But actually, to my mind, the more profound di-
visions are ecclesiological. Are we a living and witness-
ing part of the one, true, Catholic and apostolic Church,
seeking to be faithful to the God who calls his Church to
be holy and sacramental in the world? Or are we some
Pelagian gathering that believes by its own efforts of
growth and pioneering zeal that the kingdom of heaven
will be ushered in? By its own Gnostic fantasy of renewal
and reform that we will reverse the social trends of athe-
ism in the twinkling of any eye? 

There is a challenging apologetic, theological, ec-
clesiological, and pedagogical task before the Church
today. She needs to be holy and prayerful, with a sophis-
ticated theological understanding of contemporary cul-
ture and its pitfalls, able to communicate the joy of the
Gospel. We, who represent the Church, need to be holy
priests, preachers and teachers who can give the world
what it is hungry for: the sacraments of grace that illu-
minate and draw lives more deeply into God. 

That word ‘Growth’. It’s everywhere – on websites,
leaflets, pamphlets, on the lips of energetic and earnest
pioneers. The soul of the Church of England is at stake.
It is being driven by straplines that profoundly mis-un-
derstand the relationship of gospel and culture. Instead
of a healthy critique of the individualism, tribalism, the
sentimentalism and emotionalism of contemporary cul-
ture, the church offers the gospel packaged for the con-
sumerist individual, wrapped in feel-good and easy,
so-called accessible language. We have ended up mar-
keting holiness. Except it isn’t, of course. 

Luther talked of faith as a living, daring confidence
in God’s grace. For all the current talk of following Jesus
and discipleship, I perceive a real lack of confidence in
God’s grace in the Church today. We’re sinking into a

justification-by-works culture, where we need to be suc-
cessful and purposeful, utilitarian and instrumental, per-
forming to measurable outcomes – well on the way to
that peculiarly British heresy. 

Now I happen to believe that the traditional Angli-
can model is a particularly good one – that Hooker gave
us an everlasting gift. The Church polity he commended
has been honed over centuries, discussed and debated
and put into law: it is episcopally led and synodically
governed. It fulfils a role within the political economy
of the nation that is unique and valuable. It has geograph-
ical presence and a reach through the parish structure,
through schools and communities. With a sacramental
understanding of itself as the Body of Christ, the means
of grace, it is a profound and broad incarnation, enabling
a living, daring, confident response of the people to
God’s grace. It is an ecclesia that is deeply complex and
cannot be grasped easily, but which enables the Church
to serve the world in a number of ways – in the political
realm, in local communities, through pastoral encounter.
It is a broad Church, allowing different models of corre-
lation between the gospel and culture to be played out,
experimented with, tried, developed or discarded. All
this is in danger of being sacrificed to an idea of ‘being
church’ that seems only to serve itself by promoting
growth in response to a perceived crisis, but which is un-
tried, untested, and which drains precious resources that
would be better employed through the parish system. 

That understanding of ‘being church’ is not Angli-
can ecclesiology. Instead, may the Church offer mission
through tradition – for Anglo-Catholics know how to do
mission. Catholic traditions are all about introducing a
world-weary, change-fatigued society to the living God,
offering opportunities and encounters that form us in ho-
liness and devotion, in self-sacrificial lifelong service.
They know that serious engagement with holiness offers
something profound that gives meaning and reason,
emotional and moral knowledge. They know how to be-
long to something bigger than themselves that isn’t
tribal, but transcends identity and group loyalties into a
more satisfying corporal life that frames and forms the
human person into Christ, from glory into glory. 

The biggest regret I have is that the traditions of
Anglo-Catholicism divided over the ordination of
women, for the door opened to an alternative, oh-so-de-
structive ecclesiology. To be Anglo-Catholic today is to
heal those wounds and to work together to keep alive the
Catholic life of the Church of England, and its peculiar
genius as it witnesses to the One, Holy, Apostolic
Church of God, incarnating Christ in the world, inspired
by the Holy Spirit. 

An acclaimed author, the Very Revd Dr Frances Ward
is Priest-in-Charge of St Michael’s and St John’s, Work-
ington, and a former Dean of St Edmundsbury.

u AFTERWORD u
The 1992 vote was, for Frances Ward, a moment of breaking and remaking still with us today
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S
ome years ago, I
was asked to
speak to a group

of newly ordained priests
about the task of prepar-
ing people for their death.
In a nutshell, I taught that
the whole of the Christian
life is a preparation for
physical death. ‘In the
midst of life, we are in
death,’ and one of the
great blessings of the
Christian faith is that it
teaches us Jesus is the
gate and door through
death to life. If we stay close to
Jesus we shall never die: we are
made by God to live with him for
ever. This does not mean that the
fact of death is not disturbing or
even frightening, but it does mean
we live with the fact of death hope-
fully. We must seek grace suffi-
cient to understand that physical
death is a new birth and a libera-
tion. How very different this is to
the spirit of our times.

I have always found the prayer-
poems of Bishop Thomas Ken
(1637-1711; Bishop of Bath and
Wells) very helpful. In his evening
hymn ‘Glory to thee my God this
night,’ there is a line ‘teach me to
live that I may dread the grave as
little as my bed’. The practice of
the Christian faith should remove
the ‘dread’ of death. In my talk, I
exhorted them to preach and teach
about death often, and when in-
volved with individuals to encour-
age them to write their wills and
plan their funerals. It is not only
sensible stewardship of property
and an expression of practical con-
cern for family and friends who
have to deal with everything after
we have died, it is also primarily a
spiritual exercise. My own grave is
reserved in a churchyard I pass

most days and from the
road I can see the
wooden marker bearing
my name. I am able to
say to friends and family
‘That’s where I’ll be
buried’. I am learning to
dread that grave ‘as little
as my bed’.

In this month of All
Souls’ Day, Remem-
brance Sunday, the Feast
of Christ the King and
the beginning of Advent,
dying, death and judge-
ment colours the liturgy

and prayers. Prayer for the de-
parted I believe is especially im-
portant is shaping a faithful and
mature attitude to physical death.
In talking to the new priests I ex-
pressed the view that a careful
keeping of ‘the years’ mind’ of
parishioners was a very important
pastoral and spiritual task. In our
prayer for the departed, our rela-
tionship with them is in and with
and through Christ. In prayer the
Holy Spirit comes to our aid to
pray with faith and understanding.
Prayer for the departed draws us
into that love which is stronger
than death and convicts us of ‘the
things that last forever’.

Recently, my closest friend
died suddenly and the experience
of grief is still raw. I was so grate-
ful for the fulness of prayer and
liturgy that made up his funeral
rites, I found the vigil by his body
the night before his burial particu-
larly helpful. There, with the
paschal candle burning, and the
light of the Blessed Sacrament
shining in the sanctuary beyond, I
was reminded and convicted again
that ‘God is the God of the living
and the dead and none are dead to
him’.

u GHOSTLY COUNSELu

Andy Hawes 

Living with Death
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The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1Py    01243 782161

bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker 
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130    bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoffulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROViNCE OF CANTERBURy: EAST (EXCEPT CHiCHESTER,

LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans  AL3 4HE

01727 323021     bishop@richborough.org.uk
www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 206317
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Bishop of Lewes
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Will Hazlewood
Knowle Cottage, Knowle Lane, Halland, Lewes BN8 6PR

01273 425009
Bishop.Lewes@chichester.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Ford 
(formerly Bishop of The Murray)

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)

The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)

The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)

The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)

The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS 
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Peter Wheatley 
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)

Bishops of
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