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B
ack in 1968, the Lambeth Conference service of
Holy Communion planned for St Paul’s Cathe-
dral had to be moved to the White City Stadium

because of ‘the huge demand for tickets’. Fifteen thou-
sand people were present, reported Path� News, at this
‘climax of a missionary weekend when the bishops had
visited most parts of Britain’. Further, it was a service of
‘huge proportions with a thousand-strong choir sup-
ported by the central band of the RAF leading the
hymns’.

Fast forward a little over half a century and we see
how the recently concluded Lambeth Conference cer-
tainly did not generate the same level of interest as this
predecessor event. That in itself may not be a bad thing
because, for the Church in these secular and hostile times,
no news can indeed often amount to good news.

On the ground – ‘inside the tent’ – it was of course
a different matter and there was drama aplenty for those
moved to uncover it. An absence of, nay a boycott from,
conservative minded African bishops in some of the
larger Provinces in the Communion were inevitably
seized upon as a sign of schism. It was reported as the old
story of the decadent West deserting the certainties of its
colonial past while the recipients of those certainties have
chosen to remain steadfast to the imperial legacy which
they have been bequeathed. 

However, our primary concern as Catholic Chris-
tians cannot be the machinations of nation states, intrigu-
ing though they frequently are. We know that empires
come and go and we know that we are called to uphold
religious truth, whatever power games are being played
out in front of us. So what, if anything, are we to make
of the goings-on at the latest Lambeth Conference?

We already know the Anglican Communion to be
almost impossibly broad; we are aware that its Instru-
ments are not akin to a magisterium or even a basis on
which to found a sacramental life. As a result, we have
long known that what holds the bishops of the Commun-
ion together can only be loose at best and will to some
degree be unsatisfactory to every shade of theological
opinion represented. It would be a mistake to present the
Communion with a coherence it does not possess.

In fact a loose confederation, amidst such starkly dif-
fering views on matters central to the Church’s life which
include same sex marriage in church, is the only way in
which the Communion has endured and can continue to
do so. Mere survival as a communion may not seem to
be an ambitious goal but, in an increasingly fractured and
fractious world, there may be more merit in remaining as
a presence than we sometimes think.

The question remains as to what the purpose of the
Lambeth Conference is and what should it seek to
achieve or represent. Given that it only takes place once
a decade, it seems to the outsider that, amidst the clamour
over its internal politics and its running costs, there may
be value in a shorter formal event which emphasises fel-
lowship and mutual support over doctrine, with more
time for visiting parishes and other supporters in the UK
and elsewhere in Europe. Such an approach may not seek
to be so overt in seeking to change the world one net zero
target after another, but perhaps it would better reflect
the position in which the Communion now finds itself. 

So if it is clearer than ever that the Anglican Com-
munion as an entity represents a confederation of
churches rather than a single church, where do we find
the Church as it should look? In our own context, we too
face many challenges but have had the good fortune to
witness a bumper year of almost 30 Society-related ordi-
nations to the diaconate and the sacred priesthood this
year. I had the good fortune to be present at some of these
ordinations, stretching across both Church of England
provinces, and it was wonderful to see the joy expressed
by candidates and supporters alike, especially after the
long months of pandemic.

A selection of ordination photographs is included in
this month’s issue and we offer the newly ordained our
prayers, along with others preparing for holy orders at
Michaelmas. Returning to where we began, there are no
ordinations without bishops and we trust that our shep-
herds retain in their minds their critical role in the
Church’s mission: that ‘the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved’ (Acts 2.47).
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W
ith the tagline ‘God’s Church for God’s
World’, the fifteenth Lambeth Conference
took place at the beginning of August at the

University of Kent campus in Canterbury and with a visit
in the middle of the programme to London. Over 650
bishops from 165 countries came to together for prayer,
worship, discussion and affirmation. There was strong
divergence on major themes such as sexuality and post-
colonial relations, and the Communion’s status as a
coalition more than a unified doctrinal or sacramental
entity was never more obvious. The distinct approach of
the Welby archiepiscopate was also on display. Slick vi-
suals on screens accompanied his keynote addresses on
1 Peter, which contained some nuanced thinking in 40-
minute slots akin to an evangelical sermon. The Lambeth
Conference company team had come in wholesale from
the charismatic ‘New Wine’ outfit over five years ago.
Anyone familiar with its annual event in Somerset or the
HTB Leadership Conferences at the Royal Albert Hall
will have noted the similarities. Though one Society
bishop described the overall atmosphere as ‘irenic’,
some controversy was unavoidable.

In any international forum, the postcolonial problem
is painful to watch. The Black Lives Matter movement
has convulsed the world, commendably raising the issue
of structural racism but at the same time framing it with
a very American concern. Race relations are different in
the US because of a long, violent and bitter history, but
they have unhelpfully come to dominate almost all mul-
ticultural dialogue in the West as a result. Mapping that
onto a history of the British Empire is a fundamental
confusion. Sexuality is a case in point here. In many
Commonwealth countries, homosexuality remains ille-
gal in statutes which date from the age of Empire. As the
bishops gathered in Canterbury, athletes from around the
world converged on Birmingham for the 2022 Common-
wealth Games. The diver Tom Daley did not compete
but took part in the opening ceremony with a Pride flag
and issued a statement: ‘In over half of the Common-
wealth countries, homosexuality is still a crime and in 3

of those countries the maximum penalty is the death sen-
tence. These laws are a legacy of colonialism. This open-
ing ceremony for us is about showing LGBTQ+
visibility to the billion people watching’.

Many bishops seemed proud to be coming to the UK
for the Conference, but on arrival at the university cam-
pus they were greeted with numerous Pride flags and
banners, and a disclaimer to sign saying they would not
discriminate against anyone while there on the grounds
of sexuality. There was also a pro-LGBTQ+ march
across the campus arranged by university staff. How nec-
essary was any of this confrontationism? White guilt or
postcolonial hesitancy had nothing to with showing re-
spect and hospitality to honoured guests from across the
globe, no matter how much they might disagree with
their views. A handful of visiting bishops, mostly Amer-
ican, took part in the demo, which tried to focus the
whole agenda more on sexuality than was intended. For
some this has become an ‘only/or’ issue and not
‘both/and’.

The Sandi Toksvig Affair was another case in point,
and seemed to give the event more national media col-
umn inches than anything else. Getting hold of the wrong
end of the stick, a retired BBC representer with fading

Moment of Transformation
A report on the Lambeth Conference



celebrity decided to stand on her lesbianism and accuse
the Conference of affirming ‘gay sex is a sin’ via an open
letter shared on Twitter. (Her sarcastic comments spoke
of a ‘finely frocked gang’ yet a number of bishops were
there in shorts as temperatures soared, and many others
looked like off-duty teachers or solicitors; clerical col-
lars were not consistent.) What’s more, she is a Humanist
who doesn’t go to church and also bundled in the con-
version therapy problem. Fortunately, the Archbishop
responded a few hours later with a succinct letter making
clear his opposition to homophobia and conversion ther-
apy. He neatly underlined how ‘the Anglican Commun-
ion is a complicated global group of churches… There
are deep differences in many areas. This week we have
been honest about the differences and nevertheless ac-
cept each other’ and invited her for coffee. Her follow-
up tweet said ‘Thanks, lovely. Mine’s a black no sugar,
please.’

The next morning was the day trip to Lambeth
Palace and there was palpable relief amongst the staff
team that a major bust-up had been avoided. In part this
was due to an impressive presidential intervention from
Archbishop Welby who had written to all bishops ahead
of the Human Dignity Call to appeal for balance, noting
that ‘Lambeth 1.10 [not in doubt and that whole resolu-
tion is still in existence] itself continues to be a source of
pain, anxiety and contention among us. That has been
very clear over the course of this Lambeth Conference.
That is also part of the current reality of our Commun-
ion.’

His opening remarks on important principles ahead
of the Call discussion were presidential. ‘First, the Call
is about Human Dignity and also about Sexuality. The
reason the two are combined is that its central theological
foundation is that all human beings are of equal worth,
loved by God and are those for whom Jesus died on the
Cross and rose to life. As St Paul says again and again in
Romans “there is no distinction”.

Second, as we discuss this, we are all vulnerable. For
the large majority of the Anglican Communion the tra-
ditional understanding of marriage is something that is
understood, accepted and without question, not only by
Bishops but their entire Church, and the societies in
which they live. For them, to question this teaching is
unthinkable, and in many countries would make the
church a victim of derision, contempt and even attack.
For many churches to change traditional teaching chal-
lenges their very existence.

For a minority, we can say almost the same. They
have not arrived lightly at their ideas that traditional
teaching needs to change. They are not careless about
scripture. They do not reject Christ. But they have come
to a different view on sexuality after long prayer, deep
study and reflection on understandings of human nature.
For them, to question this different teaching is unthink-
able, and in many countries is making the church a vic-
tim of derision, contempt and even attack. For these
churches not to change traditional teaching challenges
their very existence. So let us not treat each other lightly
or carelessly. We are deeply divided. That will not end
soon. We are called by Christ himself both to truth and
unity.

Third, there is no attempt to change people’s minds
in this Call. It states as a fact that the vast majority of An-
glicans in the large majority of Provinces and Dioceses
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do not believe that a change in teaching is right. There-
fore, it is the case that the whole of Lambeth 1.10 1998 still
exists. This Call does not in any way question the validity
of that resolution. The Call states that many Provinces –
and I say again, I think we need to acknowledge it’s the
majority – continue to affirm that same-gender marriage
is not permissible. The Call also states that other
provinces have blessed and welcomed same sex union or
marriage, after careful theological reflection and a process
of reception.’

‘You are the shepherds of your flock as I am the shep-
herd of the flock that I serve,’ he concluded. ‘Let us not
act in a way that disgraces our witness. Speak frankly, but
in love.’

There were inevitable questions at the next morning’s
press conference, once the Anglican Communion Forest
had been presented. ‘Are you out of the woods yet?’ he
was asked. And in his characteristic way of using humour
to deflect, Welby said ‘In my experience, no sooner are
we out of one wood than we’ve found another to get our-
selves into’ – giving Bishop Graham Usher, the CofE’s
spokesperson on green matters, to quip ‘And this one’s
called the Communion Forest!’. But there was also some
primatial testiness. ‘The proof of the pudding will be in
the eating,’ he commented further once Archbishop
Thabo Makgoba, the Archbishop of Cape Town, Church

of Southern Africa, and Chair of the Lambeth Conference
Design Group, had offered a view. Then, what had min-
utes before been all about the environment, ecology
turned to ecclesiology with a question on relations with
other churches. Archbishop Welby expressed regret with
the word ‘ashamed’ that ecumenism had not been more
active or fruitful in recent years, and referred to ‘an ecu-
menical emergency’ – which dovetails with ‘climate cri-
sis’. Asked about the Pope’s health, he made it clear it’s
his knee which is the problem, and that the anticipated
joint visit to South Sudan was still planned to go ahead in
due course. Numerous ecumenical guests were present,
and especially on this Lambeth Palace day. In itself that
was encouraging as interdenominational relations require
the participation of all, and Anglicans are – and have been
– uniquely positioned in this.

Perhaps Welby was sensitive to confusion from bish-
ops themselves in the sessions. The Call on Anglican

continued on page 36

A Message from Her Majesty The
Queen to the Lambeth Conference

It is with great pleasure that I send my warm greet-
ings as you continue your meeting in the fifteenth
Lambeth Conference. As we all emerge from the
pandemic, I know that the Conference is taking
place at a time of great need for the love of God –
both in word and deed.

I am reminded that this gathering was necessar-
ily postponed two years ago, when you had hoped
to mark the centenary of the Lambeth Conference
that took place in 1920, in the aftermath of the First
World War. Then, the bishops of the Anglican
Communion set out a path for an ongoing commit-
ment towards Christian unity in a changing world;
a task that is, perhaps, even more important today,
as together you look to the future and explore the
role of the church in responding to the needs of the
present age.

Now, as so often in the past, you have convened
during a period of immense challenge for bishops,
clergy and lay people around the world, with many
of you serving in places of suffering, conflict and
trauma. It is of comfort to me that you do so in the
strength of God.

We also live in a time when the effects of climate
change are threatening the lives and livelihoods of
many people and communities, not least the poorest
and those less able to adapt and adjust. I was inter-
ested to learn that the focus of your programme at
Lambeth Palace today is reflection and dialogue on
the theme of the environment, a cause close to the
heart of my late husband, and carried on by The
Prince of Wales and The Duke of Cambridge.

Throughout my life, the message and teachings
of Christ have been my guide and in them I find
hope. It is my heartfelt prayer that you will continue
to be sustained by your faith in times of trial and en-
couraged by hope at times of despair.

I send my warmest good wishes to you all for a
successful Conference and may God bless you in
your ministry and service in his world.

ELIZABETH R.
3rd August, 2022
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Over 600 bishops in one place! Lambeth 2022 was my sec-
ond conference. The last one being in 2008. This one had
been postponed from 2020 because of the pandemic and
was a week shorter. 

Most people arrived on Tuesday 26th July and had the
next day to rest and recover. Many of the bishops and 300
spouses had travelled for over 24 hours to get to Canter-
bury and were visibly suffering from jet lag and culture
shock.

On the Thursday, we began a day and a half retreat in
Canterbury Cathedral. I say retreat but you wouldn’t have
recognised it as such as most of the bishops were very
eager to talk to each other and get to know one another.
On the Friday afternoon we all had to dress up in red con-
vocation robes for the Lambeth Conference photo. Imag-
ine trying to herd 600 robed bishops onto a specially
installed scaffold to accommodate everyone in the blis-
tering heat. It took almost an hour from seating the first
person to finally take the photos. Amazingly only one per-
son, a Salvation Army Officer dressed in her full uniform,
fainted! If you have a free moment and need a bit of fun
you can see the photo on the website (as well as p5) and
try finding me or your bishop.

The actual conference began on the Saturday morning
with the first of five Bible studies on the First Letter of
Peter led by the Archbishop of Canterbury. We then went
to our Bible Study Groups for discussion. In my group I
had eight other bishops: one each from Australia, Canada,
South Africa, India, South Sudan, Kenya and the USA,
and the Bishop of Sodor & Man. 

Each day the conference met to discuss several differ-
ent areas of church life which the archbishop described
as Lambeth Calls. These were designed to test the support
of the bishops for areas such as Mission & Evangelism,
Discipleship, Reconciliation, Safe Church, the Environ-
ment, Anglican Identity and Christian Unity. Of course,
the most contentious issue was the Lambeth Call on
Human Dignity because of the division of opinions with
the Communion about same-sex relationships and the dif-
ferent interpretations of the Bible on such issues between
more liberal societies and those bishops working in coun-
tries where homosexuality is still illegal. Nothing was re-
solved and no vote was taken but there was recognition
that different provinces were likely to come to different
conclusions after theological reflection and a process of
reception. Something the Church of England is also in the
middle of, using the Living in Love and Faith resources.

On the first Sunday we all gathered in Canterbury
Cathedral for the opening service. Probably the longest
procession in and out of the Cathedral. It took almost 25
minutes each time. On the second Wednesday we were
all bused in coaches to Lambeth Palace for discussions
about the environment. The second main service was the
closing one, back in the Cathedral. And then began the
many journeys home.

It is an amazing feat of organisation to gather bishops
from around the world and made me realise just how rich
and diverse is the Anglican Communion. 

The Rt Rev Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield

I did enjoy the Lambeth Conference. Two things
stood out as signs of theological virtue and the
fragility of that virtue in the Anglican Communion of
our own time. 

The first was a diverse company of voices. It was a
reminder of Pentecost, as the Archbishop of York
powerfully told us. It also gave us the privilege of
hearing some of the poorest people in the world speak
to us directly. 

We were issued with headsets in order to ensure that
a range of languages could be used by speakers. For
the most part these were European languages. But the
liturgical music and many of the vox pop interviews
were in the indigenous languages of Africa, America
and the Middle and Far East. The sounds and the vi-
suals of the Conference immersed us in the interna-
tional nature of the Church and hinted at its
orientation towards catholicity, which is not the same
as inclusivity. 

So the Conference became anxious about how not
to make any binding decisions. This was indicative
of wanting to loosen the bonds of communion
(catholicity) in order to embrace some form of recon-
ciled diversity. 

The Anglican Communion has emerged as more of
a federation, perhaps the inevitable consequence to
rejecting an Anglican Covenant.  We do not share
commitment to a liturgical rite and practice; the com-
monality of the three-fold order of ministry lacks the
mobility of Roman Catholic deployment (safeguard-
ing is a new hurdle to overcome); the moral and the-
ological disciplines of our ecclesial life (admission to
communion, marriage and ordination) are signifi-
cantly varied. 

In spite of that, we recognised an unmistakable fam-
ily likeness in each other, with its origin in the Church
of England.  But colonialism cast a long shadow of
exploitation and shame. Some Anglophone bishops
consequently found it difficult to identify the persist-
ent, joyful work of grace that has not been entirely
frustrated by the sins of our forebears.

The second thing that stood out was attention to the
word of God in scripture. Excellent material on the
first epistle of St Peter had been prepared for the two
day retreat addresses and the daily keynote talks. 

The choice of this text provided a welcome balance
to the priority that is often attached to the Pauline
epistles. But references to Petrine teaching didn’t
quite enable us to admit to catching up with what
Pope St John Paul II had sought to articulate in his
1995 encyclical, Ut unum sint, on how the Petrine of-
fice might serve us all. 

The Rt Rev Martin Warner, 
Bishop of Chichester
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R
eaders of New Directions will not recognise the
illustration showing the Chapel of the Resurrec-
tion of Pusey House, Oxford. Long before Tem-

ple Moore’s design for a new chapel, this chapel stood in
the middle of the garden of Pusey House. Erected in 1891,
there seems to be two accounts of the material used to
build it: brick and timber or corrugated iron. Without any
exterior photographs to substantiate the claim, no one
knows for sure what the chapel looked like from the out-
side. The illustration shows the interior of an earlier
chapel, possibly the first and located in the old Pusey
House itself. It was in this chapel on the 25th July 1892, the
Feast of S. James, six priests made vows of poverty,
celibacy and obedience as the founding members of the
Community of the Resurrection (CR). Charles Gore be-
came its first Superior. The precursor to CR was the So-
ciety of the Resurrection established in October 1887.
Gore was its Superior as well as Principal of Pusey
House. The Society began with the desire of the priests
of Pusey House joined by a common rule, prayer and a
commitment to celibacy with the brethren of the Oxford
Mission to Calcutta, India who had been encouraged to
look towards Pusey House as their English base. The SR
consisted of priests, some who were founder members of
CR. There were members of the Society of the Resurrec-
tion who felt drawn to the Religious Life at Cowley where
they became novices of SSJE before making their profes-
sion in the presence of their Superior and Founder, Father
Richard Meux Benson. 

CR spent a year at Pusey House before moving to
Radley, Oxfordshire, in 1893 when Gore became Vicar of
the parish. James Nash CR succeeded Gore when the lat-
ter became a Canon of Westminster Abbey where the first
branch house of the Community had opened in 1895.
When the Community settled at ‘Hall Croft’ in the West
Riding town of Mirfield in January 1898, there were
eleven brethren. As the former home of mill owner
Thomas Hague Cook, ‘Hall Croft’ became the House of
the Resurrection, the Mother House of the Community of
the Resurrection. From 1914, the Community opened a
priory based in London, subsequently having moved in
six different locations in the metropolis until the closure
of St Michael’s Priory in Covent Garden in 2003. As one
of the most influential communities of men within the
Anglican Communion, CR made significant contribu-
tions in its 130 years, not least in its ministry of hospitality,
education and social justice. 

In 1903, the Bishop of Pretoria invited CR to work in
South Africa where it established churches and schools.
A theological college under the patronage of St Peter soon
opened and for the next 70 trained most of the Anglican
clergy in the Transvaal, including Desmond Tutu. 

Ten priories opened where the brethren lived among
Native Africans. From South Africa, CR established a pri-
ory in Zimbabwe where the brethren had charge of S. Au-
gustine’s Mission. It also had a House of Residence in
Borneo for about three years. In the UK between 1904 and
1977, four new priories had been opened: Leeds (Priory
of S. Wilfrid, Hostel of the Resurrection), Lis Escop,
Truro (1923-1935 when Walter Frere CR was Bishop of
Truro), Cardiff (S. Teilo’s Priory), and Sunderland (Em-
maus). 

In 1955, an invitation to establish a CR presence in the
West Indies was accepted based at Codrington College
and later in S. David’s parish. The brethren, both priests
and lay brothers, known for their evangelical and Catholic
fervour in leading parish missions, retreats, quiet days,
and schools of prayer were also engaged in writing books
and tracts on such subjects as the political and social atti-
tudes during the 19th and 20th centuries, ecumenism and
church unity. From Gore, Figgis, Bull, Longridge, Frere,
Thornton and Huddleston, to Curtis, Raynes and
Williams down to our present day, a number of brethren
have written books on spirituality, prayer, monastic life,
reconciliation, church history and other subjects. 

The ministry of the ‘Mirfield Fathers’ extended be-
yond the United Kingdom, South Africa, Zimbabwe and
the West Indies. Brethren made frequent visits to Amer-
ica, Canada, Australia and New Zealand where they con-
ducted missions and retreats as well as preaching

130 years of prophetic witness
Steven Haws celebrates the life of the Community of the Resurrection, founded in 1892

As the Community grew, the need for 
a more permanent church became a 

necessity



engagements in parishes and to
university students. 

As the Community grew, the
need for a more permanent
church became a necessity. No
longer fit for purpose was the
first chapel in the House in use
from 1898 to 1902 located in
what is now the Superior and
Secretary’s office. The second
chapel (now the Old Library on
the first floor) had been in use for
ten years until 1912 when the
first phase of the Chapel of the
Resurrection was completed. In
1938, a new Community church
incorporating the chapel at the
east end opened. Seventy-one
years later, a major refurbish-
ment project began in church
that included removal of steps
leading into the Resurrection
chapel with new underfloor heating, new lighting, sound
system and decorating. To enhance the monastic space,
new wooden choir chairs replaced the choir-stalls and
screens. During the Community’s Festival Day in July
2017 the Community Church was re-hallowed by the then
Visitor to CR, Graham James, Bishop of Norwich. A year
later on 7th July, 2018, the Bishop of Wakefield, Tony
Robinson, consecrated the new central altar placed be-
tween the tombs of Bishop Gore and Bishop Frere. 

Until 2009, CR had two retreat houses. Many will
have fond memories of St Francis House, Hemingford
Grey, and the programme of retreats and quiet days con-
ducted by CR Fathers and Brothers. SSJE, SSM and SSF
were among the other religious involved in conducting
retreats at St Francis House. After the closure of Heming-
ford Grey, the Retreat House at Mirfield continues to
offer preached and seasonal themed retreats, quiet days
and conferences on a broad range of subjects in contem-
porary society including environmental issues and race
relations. 

Some brethren are engaged in theological education
with various partners who share the Mirfield site with us.
These include The Mirfield Centre, two theological col-
leges, a liturgical institute, and school of ministry under
the auspices of the Diocese of Leeds. Brethren are also
involved in hospital chaplaincy, working with victims of
crime, ecumenical links with local parishes. For more
than fifty years, CR has had a link with the Roman
Catholic Benedictine Abbey of St Matthias in Trier, Ger-
many. 

The bonds of goodwill and unity between our Roman
Catholic brothers has continued with annual visits be-
tween the two communities. For several years, CR has
had a link with the Sisters of Vitorchiano, a Cistercian
Benedictine foundation in Italy where both communities
are united in prayer for the unity of God’s people.

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, CR reached its
numerical peak with some ninety brethren, not quite at-
taining one hundred, but pretty close. Over the next three
or four decades, the number of Religious within the
Church of England has declined and CR has not been an
exception. Within the last twenty-five years, the decline
had escalated to the point where some communities sim-
ply died out. Our residential overseas work ended in 2006
and we no longer have any priories but our commitment
to a new project, Tariro, (see p.10) has borne much fruit
among children and young people in Zimbabwe. Our link
with South Africa has not diminished and we continue to
support our brothers and sisters in prayer and in a number
of projects. 

God is still working his purposes out for those of us
who believe that traditional celibate Anglican Religious
Communities has a place and part to play within the wider
Church. There are still men who feel a genuine call to ex-
plore such a life as lived in CR and we give thanks that
there are those who wish to discern such a call. Come and
see whether God is calling you to a life in the Community
of the Resurrection. During the past 130 years of our his-
tory, there have been many changes, comings and goings,
new works begun, other works ending, some disappoint-
ments and failures, but also achievement and satisfaction.
There have been risks taken and the many challenges the
Community as a whole has had to face. In the midst of
sorrow, there is joy, and hope for whatever the future
might hold for the Community of the Resurrection. 

Br Steven CR is a member of the Community of Resur-
rection, Mirfield.
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I
n the troubles we experience
here in England today it is easy
to forget that people in other

parts of the world have a far worse
time than we do. We Christians must
not forget. Like the Good Samaritan
we watch out for the battered trav-
eller, the discarded person, the weak
and the vulnerable, and try to treat
them as Christ would.

Take a teenage girl called Stem-
beni Kafesu. She lives in the dry area
of Buhera in Zimbabwe. Stembeni
was born an albino, a hard thing to be
in a black society. In past times, albi-
nos were disposed of at birth. As well
as discrimination, albinos suffer
physically as their skin has no protec-
tion against the African sun. And
Stembeni is an orphan. Despite all this she has managed
to fight her way through education and is now in here O
level year, doing very well but her family have very little
money and cannot pay her school fees. Nor will they able
to support her through Sixth From and onwards. We, in
Tariro want to do this as Stembeni deserves it, but our
own funding has dried up during the pandemic. Can any
readers of New Directions step in to help?

Or think of another boy called Panashe (Shona for
God is here’) He, too, is an orphan living with his grand-
mother. He is a bright boy who should get a good collec-
tion of O levels next year. He is also very good at
woodwork and loves it. This is really good news. Unem-

ployment is very high in Zimbabwe and academic qual-
ifications are no guarantee of a job. If Panashe can get
good O levels we can send him to a polytechnic to do
proper carpentry and learn to do high quality work. Good
carpenters are never work in a rural setting.

Or again, there are five youngsters we are very
proud of this year. Three boys (Nyasha, Munashe and

Munyaradzi) and two girls (Memory
and Rejoice), despite the pandemic
managed to get A levels that fit them
for university. They would love to go,
but we have hit this funding crisis. We
need to find quite a lot of money very
soon to enable these young people to
fulfil their dreams.

This is what Tariro (Shona for Hope)
does in Zimbabwe. We give flesh to
that great Christian virtue of hope.
Without us these kids would have no
hope. Can you imitate the Good
Samaritan and help us help them? If so,
please write to me direct at nsteb-
bing@ mirfield.org.uk (or send a
cheque made out to ‘Tariro’ to me at
House of the Resurrection, Mirfield.
WF14 0BN). Or donate through our
website www.tarirouk.com. 

Keeping Hope Alive
Nicolas Stebbing CR makes an appeal on behalf of Tariro in Zimbabwe

Young people we support at St Francis, Shurugwi

…and some more in Harare

We give flesh to that great Christian
virtue of hope



W
alking along St Giles on an early July after-
noon, I felt like an English tourist abroad
who had unwisely chosen the heat of the day

to explore the city. A little too early to gain access to my
accommodation, I refreshed myself with lunch in a caf�.
At the next table a lively discussion of recent work in
theology was in full flow and, as my food arrived, an Or-
thodox priest appeared in the doorway. 

Both my neighbours and the new customer were
certainly in Oxford for Descent of the Dove: Knowing
and Loving the Spirit of Truth, the third Pusey House
Theological Conference. It took place at Pusey House,
Oxford, between the 4th and 6th of July 2022. Delayed
due to the pandemic, it was once again a great success –
and not only because all tickets were sold.

There is no doubt that the continuing popularity of
this event is due to its quality, setting and also to the
unique ethos of Pusey House which underpins the whole
enterprise. It is intellectually rigorous without excluding
those of us who are not professional academics, orthodox

(with a small ‘o’) whilst being truly welcoming, and suf-
fused with a real sense of worship and devotion. The
conference is interdisciplinary, ecumenical and interna-
tional.

The final speaker will probably be the best known
to most, the Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dr
Rowan Williams. As at previous conferences, he agreed
to give a final paper summing up the seventeen papers
given over the course of the three days. He did this, of
course, brilliantly. In addition to the papers there was the
daily round of worship of Pusey House, including sev-
eral sung services with sermons, and on one day Ortho-
dox Vespers in place of Evensong. By setting serious
theological enquiry within the context of prayer and wor-
ship, it can be seen for what it truly is – the love of the
knowledge of God – and not some dry, abstract exercise.

I left somewhat tired after three days of intense lis-
tening, discussing (and dining) but theologically re-
freshed and intellectually stretched. This kind of
conference really does continue a priest’s training and
development. It is especially pertinent for those who feel
that their theological bookshelf stops the year they left
college. And as the proceedings will be published (and
reviewed here), those who were not fortunate to attend
may like to refresh their library with its fruits.

Fr Guy Willis is the Registrar of Pusey House and 
Reviews Editor for New Directions.

ND
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The Dove Descending
The third Pusey House Theological Conference was a great success, writes Guy Willis

Principal of Pusey House, Fr George Westhaver, with
star turn former archbishop Rowan Williams

All images: Pusey House/Twitter
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‘W
hy on earth would anyone do that?’ (i.e.
consider religious life)… How strangely
and oddly does religious life come across

to us, and not least in its visible appearance, in its manner
of dress. Really odd, actually, when you look at 19th Cen-
tury photo-shoot archives, with nuns sporting ostenta-
tious wimples! – ‘coal scuttles’, as they were rather
rudely described!

Yet the oddity of religious dress in fact serves a pos-
itive purpose, even a radically counter-cultural one. Call
it ‘a sign of contradiction’ if you will. It’s a visible testi-
mony to the ‘folly of the Cross’ (1 Corinthians 1.18),
which is ‘madness’ to this world’s way of thinking:
‘What!....leave your family, home, marriage and the pos-
sibility of children and your own family, a good well-
paid job, reasonable security for life, in order to live with
few creature comforts, fairly restricted pleasures, and
nothing you can call your own, alongside other similar-
minded men/women, has to be “insane” ”lunatic” ”de-
mented”… deranged’ to the mind-set of our
contemporaries. ‘Renounce all?… and for what?’ they
will say. 

‘For the sake of… Christ?’ To become his witness,
a living bearer of his truth, a visible tangible sign of the
invisible, untouchable God, to grow into him who is the
Way, Life and Truth, to manifest the salvation of all
human beings? Sheer madness, or perhaps less politely,
‘a load of religious cobblers’? 

‘Sheer madness’ and yet true, as it was true of the
One who laid down his life for the entire human race,
that we might live for ever, purchasing for us by his
Blood fullness of Life, so we might live in a way fully
human and personal. That life he gives to the Church and
to the world, to lift our hope, though the world does not
recognise it. This life is a light, which the world has for-
gotten it ever knew. 

Is that not a message for our age to hear, especially
in tempestous times such as ours? St Catherine of Siena
lived in similar unsettling circumstances. With the world
in chaos and the Church equally if not more so, yet
everything she did and said in her brief life of 33 years,
had such a powerful impact on her times, supported, en-
couraged – whilst not failing to chide and reproach even
– popes, fellow-religious, as well as those living in the
world, exhorting them above all to hold fast ‘to Christ
crucified and to his way’. 

Now if the cross effected the salvation of the whole
world, those who live by its truth share in its fruits but
for those outside of that faith in Christ crucified, it re-
mains ‘folly’.

From this strange folly of Christian faith, and of re-
ligious life in particular, it is not surprising to learn that
myths and spurious notions float around concerning re-
ligious life, often expressed in people’s comments and
questions. A group of us recently jotted down a list of
some common fallacies. A few are commented on here. 

They never laugh. I am wondering which commu-
nity those making that comment had visited? I have
never been with a group of religious, where laughter was
not only, not absent, but was the norm. Indeed, a sense
of humour might be regarded by most religious as indis-
pensable for the life. If we are unable to laugh at our-
selves and human foibles, how long will we survive in a
life that has at its heart, dying to self, and surrender, of
self-giving that includes all? Laughter is a necessary
‘coping mechanism’ for fallen human beings, vital
within the strictures of such an ordered life. 

Not allowed to speak. This reproach would seem di-
rected especially at enclosed religious rather than active,
apostolic religious. However, no Rule of ‘absolute si-
lence’ exists in Anglican enclosed orders, nor even in
Roman Catholic communities since Vatican II  – Cister-
cian monks used to observe such a rule, employing sign
language to communicate, but that is no longer. Com-
municating in written notes will be the nearest Anglicans
get to that! My own Community Rule positively encour-
ages all to participate at recreation, and at Chapter meet-
ings, specifically enjoins us to speak out on matters of
conscience. 

They are all saints. A religious vocation is an indi-
vidual’s response to a direct call or an invitation, from
the Lord. However, it effects the opening of mind, heart
and the whole being to whatever God may be doing in
us. There is a default to ‘being changed’, or as John
Henry Newman put it, ‘changed often’. We are con-
scious that change needs to be happening in us, and we
are called to become a ‘new creature’ in Christ. That cre-
ates an openness and vulnerability towards the needs of
our fellow human beings, and especially those poor and
deprived.

As is the case with any Christian life, lay or or-
dained, what is good and virtuous, constitutes the work
of Christ in them, and ‘the rest’ is us! So not ‘saints’ but,

‘You will never see your family
again’ REALLY?
Peter Yates CSWG reflects on myths about the religious life 

It is not surprising to learn that myths
and spurious notions float around 

concerning religious life, oen expressed
in comments andquestions
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as with all Christians, the possibility of becoming such. 
Interestingly, the Lives of the Desert Fathers and

Mothers, the inspiration for later monastic life, record
salutary warnings about religious making too great as-
sumptions about their vocation. A number of stories tell
of monks, even of the calibre of Antony, pondering
whether there were any in the world equally advanced in
prayer and holiness as they. They were shown fairly
promptly by God, a couple living very ordinary lives in
the world, who in his sight were more virtuous and holy
than they. Holiness remains a hidden work between God
and the soul, known only to him.

One Desert saying can set the matter in a correct per-
spective. True holiness is hidden, even from the saint
themselves, who in their humility know only of the need
to repent:

When St Sisoës lay upon his deathbed, the disciples
surrounding the Elder saw that his face shone like the
sun. They asked the dying man what he saw. Abba
Sisoës replied that he saw St Anthony, the Prophets,
and the Apostles. His face increased in brightness,
and he spoke with someone. The monks asked, ‘With
whom are you speaking, Father?’ He said that an-
gels had come for his soul, and he was entreating
them to give him a little more time for repentance.
The monks said, ‘You have no need for repentance,
Father’. St Sisoës said with great humility, ‘I do not
think that I have even begun to repent’.

After these words the face of the holy abba shone
so brightly that the brethren were not able to look
upon him. St Sisoës told them that he saw
the Lord Himself. Then there was a flash like light-
ning, and a fragrant odor, and Abba Siso�s departed
to the Heavenly Kingdom.

Sheltered from the harsh realities of life. This presumably
does not refer to religious who work as prison chaplains,
visitors, nurses, teachers, and other such demanding min-
istries: with drug/alcohol or other addictions. Does it then
apply to enclosed religious? ‘They just have God, and
read and pray all day.’ Are they really so ‘sheltered’?

Everywhere in the world around us, we come across
all manner of cases of people seeking to escape from re-
ality, whether alcohol, drugs, pornography, or maybe
even computer games? Yet is the reality of facing God,
daily 24-7, truly a ‘soft option’? For me, it has been an ar-
duous and demanding struggle, to do it consistently. The
reality of facing the “self” within, with its deeper and
deeper layers of self, ever peeling back like an onion, in
my experience calls for courage, patience and persever-
ance, and not a little humility. Does not the path trodden
by the saints speak of similar struggles, to surrender the
self in order to be transformed by God’s holiness? It does
not feel much like ‘escape’ from the inside!

They all think the same way about everything. The
person who supposed that has clearly never been present
at any monastery or conventual Chapter meeting! Period.

They are rolling in money. The money is nevertheless
tied up in providing care and support for the elderly and

sick, often governed by the conditions of donors which
do not allow the money to be used for any purpose other
than for the religious life, or its support and wellbeing.

There is no point in applying. Why ever not? The thief
who died beside Christ, penitent for his life and behav-
iour, ‘applied’ just an hour or two before departing this
world, and was granted not less than Paradise (Luke
23.42f). So what fallen human condition is unable to be
sanctified by Christ? The ‘one thing necessary’ is a will-
ingness to be changed by God, and that includes living
with others whom you would not normally choose to live
with, who are also weak and fallible as you are.

Most communities do have an upper age-bracket, as
experience shows most people over 40/50 are unable at
that stage of life to adapt to the changes living in commu-
nity necessitates.

You will never see your family again. This is some-
what over-dramatised. Most religious visit their families,
especially when they are sick, bereaved or elderly. Par-
ents, brothers and sisters are all encouraged to visit, as are
nieces, nephews and their families. The above response
may be understandable, but the conclusion is somewhat
forlorn.

A diet of bread and water, and teetotal? Not in any
monastery or convent I know of. Rather the contrary.

So if you are in your 20s or 30s and have wondered
about religious life, and would like to ask more questions,
we are re-commencing our Taster Days at S Peter’s Hor-
bury, Wakefield on the Saturday October 1st. So please
join us for the day if you can, where there will be monks,
nuns and friars, all ready and willing to answer any
queries you may have. ND
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Holy Angels Bright
John Gayford reflects on Archangels as God’s Chief Messengers of Love  

A
rchangels are angels of the highest rank or chief
angels. The Ancient Jews before they were taken
into Babylonian captivity had the concept of an-

gels. This was enhanced and extended by contact with
Zoroastrianism where Amesha Spentias were spirits of
‘immortal holiness’, their equivalent of archangels. On
the Jewish return from Babylonian captivity the Book of
Daniel was written and angels were referred to by name,
and this continued into the New Testament. So we met
Michael and Gabriel who were not yet elevated to
archangels. The Book of Tobit introduces us to Raphael,
who does not appear in Hebrew scripture (Masoretic text)
but appears in the Greek Septuagint text. Protestants fol-
low the Masoretic text; thus strictly speaking there is no
angel Raphael in fundamentalist Protestant theology but
he exists in Catholic and all Eastern Orthodox angelology.
It has to be remembered that the Pharisees believed in an-
gels, spirits and life after death while the Sadducees did
not. While angels are referred to over 100 times in the
New Testament there are only two mentions of archangels
(I Thessalonians 4.16 and Jude 9) both relating to the
archangel Michael, who is the patron of Israel (Daniel
10.13). Among the ‘ten thousand times ten thousand an-
gels’ (Daniel 7.10) are distinguished seven holy angels
which has led to the belief of there being seven
archangels.

There was considerable speculation about the
heavenly world in the sixth century BC which was re-
flected in the prophets after the return from exile in Baby-
lon, and flourished in the second Temple period. Here
angels were seen as teachers and messengers of God’s
commands. In the Old Testament angels are organised in
a hierarchy possibly with a single superior (Michael) or
four or seven archangels. The New Testament continues
from the Old Testament and angels are seen as heavenly
beings created by God with free will: this includes Satan
who rebels against God. Only two archangels are named
(Michael and Gabriel). A hierarchy of angels is implied
but the superiority of Christ is stressed. He can be wor-
shiped but this does not apply to any of the choirs of an-
gels. 

About the turn of the 6th century AD, Pseudo-
Dionysius the Areopagite ( who identified himself as
Dionysius the Areopagite the Athenian convert of St Paul
the Apostle mentioned in Acts 17:34) wrote a work called
De Coelesti Hierarchia (On the Celestial Hierarchy). He
thought by posing as a convert of the apostle St. Paul it
would give him more authority - which it did through the
middle-ages both in the East and West. He divided the
Celestial Hierarchy into three spheres or choirs of angels.
The first (lowest) sphere consisted of the Seraphim,
Cherubim and Thrones; the second sphere consisted of

Dominations, Virtues and Powers with the third sphere
as Principalities, Archangels, Angels and Guardian An-
gels. 

Michael is an archangel in Judaism, Christianity
and Islam (where he is depicted as the archangel of
mercy). The Dead Sea Scrolls had a tradition that Michael
defended the people of God to the end of time. In the Jew-
ish apocalyptic literature he is listed as one of the seven
archangels that appear before the throne of God. From the
New Testament we can turn to Jude 5.9 and Revelation
12.7-12 where we hear of him doing battle with the Devil
and becoming a warrior saint. In the fourth century St.
Basil the Great, in a homily on the angels sees St. Michael
as superior to all angels. By the sixth century he became
known as a healer in Rome with feasts dedicated to him.
Another role attributed to Michael was to be the angel of
death, depicted as weighing souls to see if they are fit for
redemption. The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Michael
the Archangel (Michael Mass Day) has been kept with
great solemnity in the Western Church at the end of Sep-
tember since the sixth century. This was to celebrate the
dedication of a basilica in honour of St. Michael, outside
Rome. In the East at that time St Michael was regarded
as having care for the sick. Constantine the Great built a
church in honour of St Michael called the Michaelion
where people would be cured of wounds and sickness.
The Byzantine church has this feast on November 8th. In
492 there was said to be an apparition of St Michael on
Mount Gargano in southern Italy followed by a cult.
There was a stream from which the water was claimed to
have healing properties. A number of other similar ap-
pearances occurred but it took until the pontificate of Pius
V in the 16th century for 8th May to be declared his feast
day in the Roman calendar, later included in the English
Missal. Now it is no longer a feast in the new Roman cal-
endar.

In the middle-ages, Michaelmas became a great
feast with distinctive dishes prepared. One way of meas-
uring the greatness of a feast was by the number of fast
days that preceded the event which in the case of Michael-
mas was three days. By tradition the feast of St. Michael
in the Roman, Anglican and Lutheran calendar is kept on
29th September. In Anglican and Lutheran traditions this
is the feast of St. Michael and all Angels but in the Roman
calendar this was once the feast of St Michael but it is now
of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. In the Eastern
Orthodox calendar it is either 8th November or 21st No-
vember. The Copts celebrate St. Michael liturgically on
the 12th day of each Coptic month. A church dedicated to
St Michael has existed from the 13th century in the Armen-
ian part of Jerusalem. Some Anglo-Catholics in Truro
keep a feast of St. Michael Protector of Cornwell on 8th
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May. There are many organisations who claim him as
their patron, and some religious orders are dedicated to
him.

There are references to the angel Gabriel in both
the Old Testament, the New Testament and the Dead Sea
Scrolls. In the Book of Daniel it is Gabriel who explains
Daniel’s visions (Daniel 8.15-26 and 9.21-27). There is
Jewish Rabbinical literature and Kabbalah mysticism
with accounts of the Archangel Gabriel’s works. In the
Gospel of St. Luke Gabriel appears to Zechariah to pre-
dict the birth and role of St. John the Baptist (Luke 1.5-24)
and to the Virgin Mary (Luke 26-38) to predict the birth of
Jesus. In Islam Gabriel is the archangel sent to various
prophets including Muham-
mad. 

Raphael is the angel
sent by God to restore the
sight of Tobit and free Sarah
from an evil spirit (Tobit
3.17). The name means
“God heals”. In 1Enoch
(20.3) he is classified as sec-
ond in the hierarchy of an-
gels and in Tobit 12:12 and
15 as one of the seven
archangels who stand in the
presence of God. The feast
of St Raphael was cele-
brated in some churches as
early as the eleventh cen-
tury. In 1915 the Guild of St
Raphael was founded as
part of the Anglican
Church’s restored ministry
of healing.

In 1921 Pope Bene-
dict XV made feast days for
St. Gabriel on 24th April and
St. Raphael on 24th October
but these feast days were
short lived as, with the re-
form of the calendar, the 29th

September became the feast of the Archangels Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael.

Uriel or Auriel means the light of God and gave
rise to the University of Oxford’s motto Dominus illumi-
natio mea. It could be said that Uriel is recognised as the
fourth archangel to allow there to be archangels for all
points of the compass, with Uriel representing the North.
Uriel appears in the Second Book of Esdras (IV Esdras in
the Vulgate). He disappears into a number of legends and
may be depicted as carrying the book of Wisdom, he is
claimed as the patron of the arts. The Council of Rome in
745 declared Uriel as being eligible for veneration. The
Orthodox Churches accept him as one of the seven
archangels and as such he shares a feast day on 8th No-
vember. The Anglican Church is remarkably tolerant of
him in contrast with the Roman Catholic Church. He is
recognised as the patron saint of the sacrament of Confir-
mation. There are stained glass windows of him including

one in the cloister of Chester Cathedral. An intercessory
prayer links him with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the grace
of confirmation and the sword of truth. 

The Orthodox fully endorse the belief that there are
seven archangels and they are named; but apart from the
first four there is no consistency of names for the last
three. In the 12th century AD some Jews wanted a more
spiritual religion and developed Kabbalah mysticism with
twelve named archangels each assigned a special sphere
of activity. 

St Michael was the first archangel to have liturgy
composed for his feast with appropriate textural and mu-
sical settings. With the inclusion of St. Gabriel and St.

Raphael some subtle
changes had to be made to
the text both in Latin and
English. It is interesting to
note that the feast of St.
Michael and All Angels sur-
vived into the Book of Com-
mon Prayer with Cranmer
using a translation of the
Sarum text for the Collect.

In art, archangels may
have a halo to show they
have been in the presence of
God and a pastoral staff to
show their authority. Reve-
lation 8.2 tells us there were
seven angels before the
throne of God: these have
been promoted to
archangels. Gabriel is de-
picted at the annunciation
bearing a lily. Michael is
often depicted defeating Lu-
cifer (evil) or with scales
weighing souls. Raphael
often appears with Tobit and
is carrying a fish. There are
some beautiful stained-glass
windows of the seven

archangels and murals of the four archangels.
There is much written about angels and archangels

that needs to be treated with caution as some are specula-
tive and the product of human imagination, including as-
trological associations. In modern times angelic
apparitions are easier to analyse in psychological terms.
We have a few scanty biblical texts on archangels but
more legend. These traditional stories based on historical
and biblical text are often popular but add facts that are
not always authenticated. When human imagination is let
loose on the subject, archangels appear in various forms
in art through history. Churches can be dedicated, princi-
pally to St. Michael. Church authorities can declare doc-
trine for its believers about archangels in terms of the
numbers and functions. Feast days can be declared and
celebrated. The subject is beyond our understanding now,
only in the kingdom of heaven will we see the full details
and the glory of their revelation.

Henry Howard RA, ‘Loose the Four Angels from the
Great River Euphrates’, 1 October 1810.

© Photo: Royal Academy of Arts, London.
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I
have an unshakeable belief in the holy angels and
the feast of St Michael and All Angels is probably
my favourite feast, after Trinity Sunday. I ‘learned

the faith,’ as they used to say, in a parish served by the
brethren of the Society of the Sacred Mission, itself
under the patronage of the angels, and the date of their
feast, as well as the angels themselves, have figured
prominently in my ministry, not least because I was or-
dained priest on that day.

Michaelmas is one of the few feasts to lift us from
our earth-centred world and open up the vastness of cre-
ation, which includes life in forms different from ones
that we already know. This is certainly not to suggest that
angels might be some sort of alien life from a planet far
away in the cosmos, but scientific advances reinforce the
evident truth for men and women of faith that ‘what you
see is not all there is.’ Angels represent and express the
reality affirmed in the Nicene Creed that God is the Cre-
ator of ‘all things, visible and invisible’.

Most people’s favourite Michaelmas hymn is the
Office Hymn, which begins, ‘Christ, the fair beauty of
the holy angels’. Whilst I don’t dislike this ninth-century
text, I prefer to use it in the context for which it was com-
posed, though it does provide a suitable Communion
hymn, because it is addressed to Christ. 

My preference is for hymns with more poetry and
drama – the same is true of hymns about heaven – be-
cause, where words fail us, poetic words can convey
something of what is just out of reach; in a way, they can
express the inexpressible. So, I like St Joseph the
Hymnographer’s Greek hymn, Stars of the morning, so
gloriously bright, but my personal favourite is Francis
Judd’s text, written for the consecration of Kelham
Chapel (SSM’s mother house) in 1928. I can hardly be-
lieve that no other published hymnal includes it.

SONS of the Holy One bright with his splendour,
Wakened to life at creation’s new day,

First to uplift in the joy of surrender
Spirits to worship and wills to obey.

2  Armies of Michael, a heavenly wonder
Crashed to the onset with evil on high,

Till the proud angel, o’ercome by their thunder
Dropped on his darkening wings from the sky.

3  Stars of the morn, for creation returning
Praise to the wisdom ordaining the whole,

Hushed their glad songs, in amazement discerning
God’s very likeness in man’s living soul.

4  Sentries of Paradise, knew ye no sorrow,
Guarding the way with a flame of the sword?

Visioned ye not on a glorious morrow
Man by a tree to his Eden restored?

5  Gabriel came with his high salutation,
Burning with ardour and eager in flight.

‘Ave Maria!’ The dawn of salvation
Rose at its music and banished our night.

6  Lo, ever since, on a stairway all golden
Angels ascending, descending again!

Sion is here, if our eyes were not holden,
Praise would not fail for their service to men.

7  Praise God for Michael, in strife our defender,
Praise him for Raphaël, our healer and guide,

Praise him for guardians, watchful and tender,
True to their charges in need at their side.

8 Laud to thee Father of spirits supernal!
We with the angels adore thee, O Son!

Comforter holy, proceeding, eternal,
In thee be glory to God three in One.  Amen.

In the first verse, the angels are described as ‘sons of the
Holy One’: the ‘sons of God’ of the book of Daniel and
other extra-biblical material. They are seen as the first
beings to be created, able to give themselves in joy to
worship and obedience to God’s will. But, even in this
world of spiritual bodies, before the physical universe
existed, the Book of Revelation sees evil emerge as the
rejection of God’s will. So in the second verse, we see
Michael ‘crash to the onset’ and win the battle.

The angels are present at the creation of the physical
world as well, with Stars of the morning, so gloriously
bright having them give a spiritual three cheers once it
was finished. In verse 3, Judd, on the contrary, has them
reduced to silence in their pure amazement at the wonder
of human beings in ‘God’s very likeness.’ There’s yet
another angelic reaction to God’s work in the fifth cen-
tury Office Hymn for Ascension Day, in which they are
said to ‘tremble, when they see how changed is our hu-
manity’ through the redemptive work of Christ.

The third verse already looks forward to that work
and suggests, through what seem to be rhetorical ques-
tions, that the cherubim weren’t sorrowful when God cut
off our mythical forbears from the Tree of Life, but could
already see human beings redeemed and restored by
Christ on the ‘Tree of glory’ of the Passiontide Office
Hymn. 

Armies of Michael, Heavenly 
Wonder
For this month’s hymn, Martin Draper offers a Michaelmas classic ‘bright with splendour’
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The Annunciation to Our Lady follows in verse five
and gives an affirmative answer to those questions. Note
the ‘ardour’ and ‘eagerness’ of Gabriel, rushing through
the skies with his message. Organists, please note: the
dawn of salvation requires a crescendo at ‘rose at its
music and banished our night’!

The first three words of verse six mark a return from
the slight alteration in the New English Hymnal to the
author’s original words, for it is a verse which resonates
with the Authorised Version translation of two New Tes-
tament texts. Unlike the angels ascending and descend-
ing the ladder in Jacob’s dream in the book Genesis,
‘ever since’ the incarnation of Christ, the angelic traffic
on the ‘stairway all golden’ is made visible to all of us.

This is the plural ‘ye’ of Christ’s promise to all his dis-
ciples in John 1. 51 (AV). But we can’t see it when we
are like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, whose eyes
were ‘holden’ (Luke 24. 16 AV).

The hymn concludes in praise, for and with ‘angels
and archangels’ united in adoration of God in Trinity.

The words were written for the tune Liebster Em-
manuel, but also fit the exhilarating unison tune Wessex.
The Victorian tune Epiphany undermines the magnifi-
cence of the words. The stresses fall on the wrong sylla-
bles if the words are sung to most other tunes in 11 10 11
10 metre. Highwood, O perfect love, Strength and Stay,
Welwyn, Lord for the years and Londonderry Air, for
example will not fit at all. ND

Letters
I have been away and only just managed to read your June
edition and, especially, the account of the Easter sermon
by the lady Dean of Sheffield.

Here, in the benighted Scottish Episcopal Church, on
Pentecost Sunday, we were treated to a sermon on the
theme of the 1950s TV programme ‘Crackerjack’ by a
woman priest. Get it? Neither did we and my arms ached
from holding my furious husband, a retired priest, firmly
in his pew.

Things in Scotland get ever worse and I am getting
closer to crossing the Tiber. My only consolation is New
Directions and our twice yearly visits to Walsingham.

Please pray for us.

Yours sincerely,
Gay Simmons

Colvend, Dalbeattie
DG5



O
ne of the great portrait paintings is of Juan de
Pareja by Diego Velazquez (1599-1660) which
hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in

New York. Pareja is portrayed in half-length. He wears
a black coat, fashionable owing to the importation of
black dye from Mexico, with an ornate, exquisitely
achieved lace collar. He looks out from the canvas with
a steady, unwavering, watchful gaze. Handsome and
hypnotic; noble and assured. Who is this aristocratic
Spaniard? A soldier? A statesman?

Neither of those. He was a member of Velazquez’s
household. A servant? Not that. He was born, probably
about 1606, into slavery. Of Moorish descent, he was a
slave in the artist’s household, part of the retinue. He was
also an accomplished artist. On 23 November 1650 he
was granted his freedom from slavery to take effect after
four years without breaking the law. He died, a free man,
in 1670.

In this cancel culture how do we now look at that
painting? It is a portrait of a slave painted by a slave
owner. The cultural problem is highlighted in three
cases. The statue of Edward Colston (1636-1721) in Bris-
tol was torn down by protesters and, unceremoniously,
thrown into the harbour (later rescued). Colston was a
merchant and philanthropist. Many of the institutions
and civic amenities owe their existence and their survival
to his substantial benefactions. He was also a slave trader
which, to some today, trumps whatever else he was or
what other qualities he may have had. The statue may
have ended up in the water but there seems to have been
no urgent desire to close the institutions or return the
money to whatever descendants there may be. They
were, however, renamed. Colston Hall became the Bris-
tol Beacon.

Jesus College, Cambridge, was stymied by a Con-
sistory Court from removing a memorial tablet from the
chapel dedicated to Tobias Rustat (1606-1694), a generous
benefactor to the college. He was a royal courtier and an
investor in two trading companies, the Royal Adventur-
ers and the Royal Africa Company. Both companies
were involved in the slave trade and that, for the College
authorities, was the defining issue. Again, there seemed
no willingness for the College to divest itself of the
money.

Slavery was abolished by Act of Parliament in 1833,
coming into effect the following year. Compensation
was paid to slave owners. The debt on the loan taken out
by the government to compensate them was only paid
off finally in 2015. There was no compensation for those
who were enslaved. It is difficult to find words adequate
enough to condemn slavery, not only historically but

modern slavery and the trafficking of people that,
wickedly, goes on today.

Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902) was not a slave trader but
he was found guilty by the court of undergraduate opin-
ion of quintessential imperialism and demanded the re-
moval of his statue high on one of the walls of Oriel
College overlooking the High Street. It became the target
for the outrage of the protestors. The Governing Body
seemed to be minded to remove the statue, without, in-
evitably, returning the money. There was an added irony
that the scholarships that he had endowed and which
bore his name were, by his express wish, open to all sorts
and conditions of people and race. Mark Antony was
right when he said: ‘The evil that men do lives after them
/ The good is oft interred with their bones’.

Depending on your point of view, all three have been
subjects or victims of cancel culture. Few, I suspect,
would have objected to the removal of Josef Stalin from
the  mausoleum in Moscow’s Red Square. The only
reservation may well have been that the odious Vladimir
Lenin was not also removed. Few, similarly, would have
repined or objected to the tearing down of the monstrous
statue of Saddam Hussein in Firdos Square, Baghdad, on
9th April 2003, accomplished by Iraqi civilians and aided
by United States Marines. 

Of Colston, Rustat, and Rhodes it might be argued
that their donations and legacies may have had some re-
demptive quality and power. Not that their generous
legacies would obliterate their past, nor in any way ex-
cuse or approve of it. That past now appears highly prob-
lematic and offensive to contemporary mores but to
understand the past, for good or ill, is not to try to strike
some moral equivalence. Their generosity from the
grave may not be sufficient to outweigh their lives or
their societal values, even if they were people of their
time: as are we all. All human beings are people of
shades and sorrows, as well as light and goodness.

Pope Francis has argued that the cancel culture is ‘a
form of ideological colonisation’ and it results in ‘can-
celling all sense of identity’. He was speaking of con-
temporary culture but his words are equally applicable
to the past. The past is another country and it is a differ-
ent, almost a foreign country. They do things differently
there. It is at times an example but also a warning. It is
the responsibility of the present to learn from the past,
not to ignore it or wipe it from human memory in all its
angularity, its failures, its moral lapses, its cruelty, its
otherness. Cancel culture is not an attack on what is
deemed unacceptable in the past, it is an attack on history
itself. ND
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The power to cancel capitivity
If only for the sake of history, William Davage argues against cancellation
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uWANDERING BISHOPu

Peter Wheatley

E
ve of Sunday (July). To St
Alban’s, Holborn for the
Golden Wedding

Celebration of Simon and Diana
Jones. Fr Keith Jones’ sermon
pointed out how in some marriages
one partner’s personality seems to
have been submerged – but
emphatically not in this case. I have
noticed too in religious
communities that a member’s
individuality seems to grow over the
years but in a family likeness. 

Sunday at Christ Church, St
Leonards on Sea. We began a
‘family’ mass during lockdown, a
classic way to expand the
congregation. The recommended
way is to gather a group to pray and
become committed. We didn’t have
that luxury but now it shows small
signs of growth and is a welcome
tool of evangelisation. Catholic
worship doesn’t all have to be
‘pomp and circumstance’ and this is
behind more interactive attempts for
generations whose attention span is
conditioned by quick moving
images on screen. Our 19th century
forebears were good at addressing
the working-class culture in which
they found themselves. Now the
cultural scene is more diverse. We
need to be more venturesome in
how we offer the Mass but always
with what Pope Francis calls ‘a
correct understanding of
inculturation’ (On the Formation of
the People of God: 49). 

Monday. Funeral in Cambridge
of Judy, a close friend. From
diagnosis of cancer to her death was
two weeks. We pray: ‘Lord, let me
know mine end and the number of
my days’ (Psalm 39.5) but perhaps
few listen to the answer. Judy’s
talented daughters read poems and
sensitive tributes but then her
husband struck up Celtic tunes on
his fiddle from mournful to
rhythmic, and the family and large
congregation began clapping in
time. One daughter spontaneously
danced a jig. From that release of

emotion there followed an intense
stillness into which scripture and
prayer spoke.

Tuesday a.m. For school I
prepared a collective worship on the
Parable of the Lost Sheep. I felt like
one when I arrived to find a sports
presentation had been substituted
and was relegated to the infants,
who sang beautifully.

Wednesday. Bishops’ meeting
in Chichester. Bishop Martin laid
out a draft of forward-looking plans
for the next three years. As an
honorary assistant bishop I
appreciate being included and our
varied ministry encouraged. Lunch
in the Palace garden. I remembering
being told as a new bishop that
one’s job was simply to bless (or
not) and show hospitality. 

Thursday. A school-leavers’
service in a packed Church: a
medley of worship songs and
moving prayers. Our Church
primary school provides a
foundation for faith but how will
that be built upon? 

Friday. To Church House
Westminster for a Trustees’
meeting of St Luke’s Healthcare for
the Clergy. When I was first a
trustee, we had a hospital and a fleet
of first-class honorary consultants.
As a small outfit, we couldn’t keep
up with one-size-fits-all regulations
for hospitals and we were forced to
sell. St Luke’s has always prided
itself on accepting clergy in their
need without means testing but the
Clergy Support Trust with larger
funds has widened its remit to

healthcare and simplified
procedures. Meanwhile the
demand, particularly during the
pandemic, for psychiatric and
psychological referrals has grown,
clergy valuing St Luke’s
independence from the ‘hierarchy’.
From small beginnings it has
developed a countrywide network
of wellbeing provision – seminars to
prevent burn-out and reflective
practice groups, where clergy meet
in confidence with a trained
facilitator over a period of time to
think together about their ministry
and learn perhaps to minister with
greater insight into others and
themselves. St Luke’s focus is now
on these areas and we are still reliant
on the generosity of donors.

Saturday. I am preparing for the
five-yearly episcopal Visitation
next week to the Sisters SSM in
Walsingham, accompanied by
Sister Margaret Teresa SLG. There
are only two Sisters resident now. Is
it possible to allow someone to test
there her vocation to the religious
life? The Society of St Margaret is
admittedly larger than just at
Walsingham. The resources of local
clergy, stipendiary and retired, are
ample to form with the Sisters a
teaching programme as part of
formation and the Sisters are
fortunate in having Bishop Robert
Ladds as their new Chaplain. ‘As
Jesus in their neighbour is the object
of the Sisters’ active work, Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament is the light
and centre of their spiritual life’
(Constitution). Their life is a balance
between the active and the
contemplative and service in the
Shrine and in the Parish offers much
scope for good. 

Sunday. Announcement of a
new Rector – general rejoicing. On
leaving his curacy John Keble
writes that the people ‘have had a
good three years to wind themselves
around him’.   I feel that same
entanglement of heart but also
gratitude for greater freedom. ND
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uSEPTEMBER DIARYu

Thurifer

M
y March Diary comments
on the Today programme
and its presenters elicited

a memory from a reader. John Timp-
son was a ‘loyal, efficient’ church-
warden in the parish of Wellingham,
with ‘a great sense of fun... He used
to write in the summer-house at the
bottom of his garden while Pat, (his
wife, Chairman of the local branch of
the Women’s Institute) who was an
ex ward-sister and quite fierce, re-
pelled would-be disturbers of his
peace’. When there was financial jig-
gery-pokery in another parish in the
area by a Treasurer not long released
from gaol, it was John Timpson who
gave him the soubriquet ‘safe-
cracker Sid’. Thanks to Mavis Ja-
cobs.

u
The death of Phil Bennett brought
back memories of the greatest of
Welsh Rugby Union teams. What
glory there was in those years. To see
them at the Arms Park was a high-
light of boyhood. I was not there to
see the greatest try when the Barbar-
ians played the All Blacks on 27 Jan-
uary 1973 but I did see it live on
BBC. It was begun by Phil Bennett,
gathering the ball in his own 25-yard
line, side-stepping two, three, four
times before passing to John Dawes,
from him to others to the half-way
line when the ball went to Gareth Ed-
wards who scored. Something of that
cavalier, Corinthian spirit went out
of the game when it turned profes-
sional and my interest waned.

u
Before the pandemic disappears and
becomes a mere blur, this blissful
memory sums up the fatuity of the
times amidst the tragedy. The then
hapless Minister of State for Care at
the Department of Health and Social
Care, speaking about the ‘roll-out’
(ugh) of the booster vaccinations ex-
plained that the intention was ‘to op-
erationalise’ the plan. Did she not
know that the plan should have been
‘implementalised’? That baleful lo-

cution seemed to sum up the bureau-
cratic mind and attitude better than
the thousands of words expended
over the two years. Will we ever re-
cover?

u
Few maxims are infallible but one
that rarely fails is that ‘All political
lives, unless they are cut off in mid-
stream at a happy juncture, end in
failure, because that is the nature of
politics and of human affairs’ (Enoch
Powell). The defenestration of Boris
Johnson followed a familiar trajec-
tory. A series of errors and personal
failings resulted in a vote of no con-
fidence by Conservative MPs which
he won but unconvincingly. It was
followed by a crass, ineffective at-
tempt to defend an erring MP. A
rivulet of resignations from ministers
turned into a tidal wave. He sank. 

u
It is not unusual for a PM who has
announced an intention to resign to
remain in post until a successor has
been appointed. David Cameron,
Theresa May both did so. But Boris
Johnson, so often criticised for flout-
ing, ignoring conventions, was casti-
gated for following one. 

u
The Conservative Party is ruthless
with leaders. Since Mrs Thatcher’s
15 years, only one successor hit dou-
ble figures, David Cameron, 11
years. Less fortunate: John Major (7),
William Hague (4), Ian Duncan
Smith (2), Michael Howard (2),
Theresa May (3), Boris Johnson (3).

u
Once the hustings were down to the
last two, Rushi Sunak barracked and
interrupted and Liz Truss was so
wedded to mantra that it became
clear there were no new ideas. Some
concluded that Johnson, with all his
faults and clear reluctance to leave
office, might still be the better bet.
How many voters (about 170,000 of
them) will write his name on the bal-
lot papers?  He declined to endorse
any of the candidates, not wishing ‘to

damage anybody’s chances by offer-
ing my support’.

u
A moment to Treasury (geddit?)
when Simon Clarke, Chief Secretary
to the Treasury, defended himself on
Today when a surprisingly un-hec-
toring Nick Robinson asked why he
was a minister who imposed tax in-
creases under Rishi Sunak a few days
earlier but now supported and agreed
with Liz Truss who dissented from
them in Cabinet and would reverse
them. It was a magnificent feat of
verbal legerdemain but the kind that
sends a chill down the spine. A whiff
of intellectual and moral decay filled
the airwaves.

u
The Prime Minister left his last
PMQs much as always: discursive
rhetorical flourishes, combative,
witty, but with joie de vivre – we
may not have seen the last of him.
The Opposition Leader is the puritan
to the PM’s cavalier. The orotund
fulminations of the SNP leader a
constant source of wonder; the per-
fect case for the Union. The Liberal
Democrat Leader (how many non-se-
quiturs are there in those three
words?) laboriously quoted the Bard
of Avon in his scripted contribution
as the PM would no longer strut and
fret his hour on the stage (the Scottish
play is always dangerous ground) but
met his match when the PM, sponta-
neous and unscripted, quoted Polo-
nius to the effect that Sir Ed should
essay ‘more matter with less art’. But
quips were too late to save him and
insufficient to outweigh the faults.
His final flourish was ‘Hasta la vista,
baby’ (channeling his inner Arnold
Schwarzenegger as from Terminator
2); a degree of iconoclasm that was
as unexpected as it was vulgar. 

u
The final verdict comes after ND
goes to press. The political runes
have said Liz Truss will win. My
original tip was Rishi Sunak. At least
I will have been consistently wrong.

ND
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Ordinations 2022
1

3

5

2

4

1. Archdeacon Miller with his son, Dn Stephen Miller; 2. Fulham ordinations at St Andrew Holborn; 3. Dn Andrew Bai-
ley with Fr Jonathan Beswick; 4. Dns Stephen Miller, John Hilman, Andrew Bailey; 5. The Bishop of London, Dns

Demetri and Hillman, the Bishop of Fulham, Dns Miller and Bailey, the Bishop of Willesden
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O
ne day, two ordinations. A day of con-
gruities and contrasts. To Westminster
Cathedral for the ordination of four priests.

The opening procession was a tidal wave of concel-
ebrants. The music was Victoria, Missa Ave maris
stella sung by the men’s voices of the choir. The
Litany of the Saints included Sts John Henry New-
man, Mary Mackillop, Josephine of Bakhita, and
Theresa of Calcutta to attest to the backgrounds of
the ordinands. It lasted 2.5 hours which included
every concelebrant laying on hands and, similarly,
offering the ordinands the sign of peace individually.
The cathedral thundered at the recessional: Grand
choeur dialogué by Gigout on the grande orgue. The
Cardinal Archbishop preached a fine sermon, as did
the Bishop of Fulham later in the day at the ordina-
tion at St Andrew’s Holborn. The musical thunder
came early with the Messe Solennelle by Vierne. Al-
though among my favourites, did Vierne ever won-
der whether God appreciated being shouted at so
loudly in the Kyries? Were He not the final tribunal,
God may have had a case for musical harassment.
Here the laying on of hands by the clergy was shared
with the bishop in the loose scrum that passes for An-
glican liturgy. It did, however, save time and we
were out in 1.5 hours. Congratulations to the newly
ordained.

u
Another day, another ordination. This time three new
deacons were ordained in S. Andrew’s Holborn: An-
drew Bailey for St Peter, London Docks; John Hill-
man for St Mary the Virgin, Stanwell and St
Matthew, Ashford; Stephen Miller for St Luke,
Hammersmith and St Matthew, Hammersmith. The
Archdeacon of London presented the candidates,
among them his son, to the Bishop of Fulham, who
was a contemporary of the Archdeacon at S.
Stephen’s House, where two of the three neophyte
deacons trained. The presence of the present Princi-
pal of the House made an impressive trinity. This
time the setting was Herbert Howells, Collegium Re-
gale. The Director of Music was James McVinnie;
the organ was played by Matthew Jorysz. Another
musical as well as liturgical feast. A tip of the biretta
to Fr James Wilkinson, MC and only begetter of the
seamless choreography. One of the good things
about both ordinations was that the necessary oaths
and declarations were made before the service. Like
so much of quasi-state liturgy, however sonorous the
prose, it stultifies and stupefies.

Thurifer

6

7

8

6. Fr Christopher Johnson with Dn Daniel Heaton; 7. Fr
Edward Gunn with the Bishop of Wakefield and support-
ers; 8. Fr Edward Gunn blessing the Bishop of Wakefield
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9

10

11

12

13

14

9. The Bishop of Wakefield ordaining Dn Jonathan Fleury;
10. The Bishop of Manchester, Dns Harold Thompson and
Warren Mitchell, The Bishop of Burnley, Dn Lewis Oliver-
Hemmings-Faye; 11. Dns Warren Mitchell, Harold
Thompson and Lewis Oliver-Hemmings-Faye; 12. Dn
Stephen Miller, Fr Luke Demetri, the Bishop of Fulham,
Dn Thomas Cotterill; 13. Manchester Cathedral ordinations
with the Bishop of Burnley; 14. The Bishop of Fulham or-
dains Fr Luke Demetri
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15 16 17

18

21

19

22

20

23

15. Newlyweds Dn Michael Dixon and
Lydia Dixon; 16. Dn Dixon with Fr
Grant Naylor; 17. Dn Dixon and the
Bishop of Wakefield; 18. Dn Sebastian
Way (l);19. Dn Tristan Meares ordained
by the Bishop of Blackburn, the Bish-
ops of Lancaster and Burnley looking
on; 20. Cn Rebecca Swyer, the Bishop
of Chichester, Dn Thomas Cotterill; 21.
Dn Sebastian Way with his family;22.
Dn Tristan Meares; 23. Dn Thomas
Cotterill with the Bishop of Chichester
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uTHE WAY WE LIVE NOWu

Christopher Smith

I
t recently made me smile to
learn that Harold Macmillan
had confided to his diary that he

dreaded meetings with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury (Fisher) be-
cause ‘I try to talk to him about
religion. He seems to be quite unin-
terested and reverts all the time to
politics’. All very amusing, but
gosh, those bishops still love talking
about politics, and things that are,
perhaps, ‘small-p political’. I found
myself at the Lambeth Conference
garden party in early August, and
small-p politics was very much in
the air.

Now, before you get the impres-
sion that I have, like Monsignor
Quixote, been promoted by mistake,
I was only there because I am a
Church Commissioner, and we were
invited to the garden party, then un-
invited, then invited again. The
Commissioners are stumping up a
few quid for the conference, so I
suppose dry chicken with a smear of
Thai curry sauce and a soft drink in
Lambeth Palace garden constitutes
some kind of thank you for that.

But, of course, it had all the fun
of the fair, and the tables of ten were
made up of bishops and their
spouses, mixing some from England
with some from other parts of the
Communion. The bishops had spent
most of their time in the giant tennis
arena at the University of Kent at
Canterbury, so a trip to London will
have been fun for them, particularly
in the hot weather we were having at
the time. They had done quite a lot
of Bible study, on 1 Peter, but I was-
n’t sure they’d had much theology.
They were treated to plenary ses-
sions on broad-brush issues like
‘mission and evangelism’ and ‘hos-
pitality and generosity’, and three
keynote addresses by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. And, instead
of having to debate any motions and
vote on resolutions, they had ‘Lam-

beth Call discussion sessions, where
bishops [were] able to share their
thinking and experience’.

It was all, of course, designed as
a way of minimising the prospect of
a great falling-out over any of the
things they fundamentally disagree
about. And, to be fair, they managed
to get through it without any of the
blunders of old, like the attempt in
1998 by a Nigerian bishop to exor-
cise Richard Kirker of his gay
demons. In fact, no Nigerians came
at all this time. It was all pretty
tightly managed. Andrew Brown, a
journalist who is worth reading even
when one disagrees with him, said
on his blog that ‘the press were ex-
cluded from the debates and the de-
bates were, so far as possible,
designed not to produce any news-
worthy outcomes’.

There was a statement on the
conference website that ‘through
prayer, Bible study, fellowship and
discussion, the conference commu-
nity will explore what it means for
the Anglican Communion to be re-
sponsive to the needs of our 21st-
Century world’. And, not for the first
time, I find myself frustrated by the
apparently desperate desire to be
‘relevant’ to the modern world.
Look up ‘Preachers n’ Sneakers’ and
be horrified by an evangelical
preacher in the USA presiding at
some form of worship wearing Lan-
vin trainers that retail in this country
for over £900, and another in a Louis
Vuitton suede ‘denim’ jacket that
would set you back £3,400. They
think they’re being responsive. They
think they’re appealing to the youth,
whom they believe attach relevance
to such ostentation. I find it repel-
lent.

And I have a slight sense of
being pushed away by the theme of
the Lambeth garden party day.
Latching onto the last of the ‘Five
Marks of Mission’, the bishops

landed in the small-p political world
of ‘safeguarding the integrity of cre-
ation’. That, inevitably, is seen
through the lens of climate change,
which, over lunch, became not
merely the ‘climate emergency’ but
the ‘climate catastrophe’. They think
it makes them relevant to the world
outside their bubble, but, frankly,
they were lucky to have a warm day:
last year it barely got above 20°C on
that date.

Now is not the time to delve too
deeply into the matter of the climate,
but it is very easy to drop out of the
theological and into the political. I
recently went to pay homage to the
copy of the Leonardo Last Supper
by one of his pupils which was
loaned to the chapel of Magdalen
College Oxford for many years and
is now back in the Royal Academy.
Perhaps they wish they’d left it in
Oxford, as some anti-oil protestors
glued themselves to its frame a cou-
ple of months ago. Needless to say,
everyone in the gallery started pho-
tographing them rather than pulling
them off, but that’s another story. In
Italy, when a group of youngsters
tried it with Botticelli’s Primavera in
the Uffizi, the security guard
dragged them away, presumably
leaving some skin behind on the
glass.

The Italian group called them-
selves Ultima Generazione, the Last
Generation, a self-image which has
clearly left them thinking of them-
selves in the same way as the
Omegas in P.D. James’s novel, The
Children of Men. They too believed
that they were the last, and therefore
most important, generation on the
planet, and it made them ‘individu-
alistic, … cruel, arrogant and vio-
lent’. At least bishops are not gluing
themselves to great works of art. Not
yet, anyway. I just wish they’d do a
bit more theology and a bit less po-
litical posturing. ND
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T
his column mentioned Mar-
tyn Percy earlier this year
who promptly resigned from

Christ Church and announced his
departure from the Church of Eng-
land. It also mentioned the Rev
Catherine Relf-Pennington of
Wymondham Abbey, who resigned
as vicar at the end of June after five
years in post and a rancorous rela-
tionship with bishop and parish-
ioners alike. Her predecessor is
being brought back and has much to
do. Pray for them all.

u
The pencil of scrutiny is now sharp-
ened for north of the border. The Rt
Rev Anne Dyer, Bishop of Ab-
erdeen & Orkney, was suspended on
10 August after two formal com-
plaints alleging misconduct. But it
doesn’t just start there as she’s been
complained about for a while.
Clergy were told not to report bully-
ing complaints to the press. Profes-
sor Iain Torrance wrote a major
report a year ago which recom-
mended she take an immediate sab-
batical before ‘ stepping back
permanently’. She hasn’t, and has
appealed her suspension, so remains
in post.

u
A previous reference to indignity in
the Diocese of London has come to
court. Martin Sargeant is accused of
defrauding the City church grants
committee of about £5.2 million over
10 years before his retirement in
2019. He is 52, lives in Dudley, and
the ‘braindump’ author whose be-
haviour contributed to the tragic
death of Fr Alan Griffin. The case
continues as Westminster Magis-
trates have referred it up to South-
wark Crown Court.

u
Congratulations to the Lambeth
Conference media team who did
their best under the circumstances.
The usual suspects were there (Daily
Telegraph, Tablet, Church Times,
BBC) but also a dubious constella-
tion of conservative evangelicals.
Perhaps Canon Chris Sugden was ok

as he writes a column for the Church
of England Newspaper, even if his
questions seemed to want bishops
from the Communion to opine on
matters local to the Diocese of Ox-
ford. But the Rev Julian Mann, who
left the CofE to join the Free Church
of England in 2019 and dialling in
from Morecombe? Or Susie Leafe of
Anglican Futures, a lettriste for the
movement and General Synod for
Truro Diocese 2010-21? In one blog
post (because bloggers demand to be
taken as seriously as journalists) she
accused the Archbishop of Canter-
bury of ‘a hurtful snub’ for not tak-
ing seriously enough ‘a carefully
written 11-page Communiqué pro-
posed by senior Archbishops’. This
document was believed to have been
written and disseminated by Paul
Eddy who staged a separate press
conference at a different venue in
Canterbury. ‘I have to confess to not
reading with remorseless interest
every press release that is put out by
every group,’ said Welby when
questioned. ‘But I did look at that
one and, er, it’s what it says.’

u
It was the Salvation Army lady who
fainted in the heat at the Lambeth
Conference ‘family photo’. She was
in situ on the scaffolding and fell
onto the row below, her drop being
cushioned by the Archbishop of
York. Rescue via golf buggy was
cheered by all.

u
It was almost comical to see bishops
placed in student accommodation on
the university campus in Canter-
bury. Delightfully set on hills out-
side the city and looking down upon
the cathedral, it’s a sprawling set-up.
There were comments about the dis-

tances (15,000 steps a day), the beds
(uncomfortable), the food (naturally)
and the bar stocks geared to student
tastes and not episcopal palates. Per-
haps a few rounds of shots and al-
copops made the experience more
authentic. Is this why one CofE
bishop referred to the ‘Instruments
of Confusion’?

u
Archbishop Welby plugged a com-
mentary by his former chaplain Is-
abelle Hamley on the Book of
Judges. Finding it at the on-site book
stall, one bishop from a West Coun-
try diocese examined the back and
exclaimed ‘Is it really that much?’.
A pearl of great price, it would seem.
Meanwhile, Bishop Philip North
and Bishop Will Hazlewood were
enjoying Zumba (#freshexpression).

u
Caroline, Mrs Welby, is looking for
a PA. The advert states: ‘As well as
her own distinct ministry, Mrs
Welby spends a considerable
amount of time working alongside
her husband, particularly around the
Anglican Communion, including in-
volvement in the Lambeth Confer-
ence. In addition, she plays a central
role in the “Women on the Front-
line” reconciliation programme,
equipping women living in contexts
of violent conflict and post-conflict
in fomenting peace and reconcilia-
tion.’ This ‘excellent opportunity for
a confident communicator who
thrives on organising and forward
planning, to provide high quality PA
support to Mrs Caroline Welby’
pays almost £30k pro rata.

u
Fr Philip Barnes of St Stephen’s,
Gloucester Rd, is often seen with ice
cream. But so far not an inflatable
altar. Roman Catholic Fr Mattia
Bernasconi celebrated an open-air
mass in the sea for students at Cro-
tone, Italy, wearing swimming
shorts. He’s since been disciplined
and reminded of the ‘minimum of
decorum and attention to the sym-
bols required by the very nature of
liturgical celebrations’. ND

uTREASURE IN CLAY JARSu
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THE CREED IN SLOW MOTION
Martin Kochanski
Hodder and Stoughton, 2022 
ISBN 9781399801546

At Mass the whole congregation
say the Creed together. It does not
take us long. Why write a book on
the Creed? Martin Kochanski’s
reply is that the Creed is important
because it ‘tells us who we are’, re-
minds us of truths, and steers us
away from mistakes made by people
in the past.  The Creed is the ‘bones
of Christian faith’ (6). Without it
we might have no faith at all, just a
badge, or ‘a mere cultural identity’
(2), perhaps as members of the
‘Jesus of Nazareth Society’, as
Rowan Williams quips (Williams,
God With Us, 2017, p. 69.)  Kochan-
ski’s In Slow Motion refers to the
forty chapters in which he com-
ments on each phrase of the Creed
in turn.  

Martin Kochanski is best known
for being the creator of the website
Universalis which gives daily read-
ings, prayers and psalms, the
Liturgy of the Hours of the Catholic
Church, and much more.  He is
forthright about what his book is
not. It is not a historical study of the
creation of the Nicene Creed at the
Council of Nicea in AD 325 and its
amendment in 381, written by a
‘dismal pedant’ (6). Neither is it a
theological monograph, nor a Cat-
echism or teaching aid, although
such books are valuable. He does
not write as a professional theolo-
gian and he does not intend ‘high
theology.’ Instead his is a book of
‘low’ or ‘lay’ theology’ that aims to
help us engage with the Creed. 

In defence of ‘low theology’
Kochanski argues that if God had
wanted a hierarchical possession of
knowledge he would have arranged
it that way while he was here, but
he did not. Instead of scribes and
doctors from the Temple he chose
fishermen and amateurs to en-

lighten the world. Julian of Nor-
wich was not a scribe or doctor but
630 years later her work still en-
lightens us. What is important for
Kochanski is that we search for the
truth in the Creed rigorously the
same way as we would for the truth
in a mathematical theorem, or ex-
periments in physical sciences. Any
statement made must be disprov-
able. Thus we are instructed to ‘love
the Lord your God with heart, soul,
strength, and mind’ (Luke 10:27).
God and the world he created must
be accessible to our human reason
and understanding. (5) Throughout
Kochanski makes analogies with
‘other sciences’ (27) naming
physics, mathematics and theology
and draws on philosophy, ancient
mythology, history, language, and
humour too. 

God the Creator is unknowable
and nameless. When Moses asks
God for his name God answers ‘I
am who I am’.  A philosophical
analysis of this requires two steps.
First, ‘what kind of thing is this?’,
and second ‘which one of those
things of that kind are you?’. ‘With
God’ the first step fails. God is not
any kind of thing and cannot be
named. Kochinski goes further,
‘God ought not to be named’ (18)
but although just as nobody can en-
compass infinity but a mathemati-
cal symbol allows it to be talked
about, so the Jewish ‘symbol’ for

god, the Hebrew YHWH, is not a
name, although it ends up used as
one. For liturgical purposes the
Jerusalem Bible substitutes Adonai,
or ‘The Lord’. You cannot name
God. 

God is numberless as well as
nameless. Here Kochanski turns to
St. Thomas Aquinas who tells us ‘I
believe in one God’ is not an answer
to ‘how many?’ (23.)  

There are no other gods.
Kochanski takes the opportunity to
remind us that we renounce slavery
to all the ‘little might-be-gods’ such
as ‘horoscopes, racial purity, cul-
tural hygiene, economic progress,
personal fulfilment and the rest’
(25). ‘You shall have no other gods
but me’ (Exodus 20:3) shows us
where true life is. Here Kochanski
turns to his own parable of the
Cube (27, one of several) to illus-
trate that we understand a cube has
six sides although we cannot see all
sides at the same time.

Kochanski’ highlights the
changes in language that over cen-
turies have obscured meaning in
the Creed. For example in ‘I believe
in one God’ in Latin translated lit-
erally into English would be ‘I be-
lieve into God’ which is bad
English. A better understanding
would be ‘I put my trust in God’.
Another example is ‘salvation’. In
Latin salus means something like
safety or health. There is no direct
English translation, but salvatio
means the act of causing someone
to be salus, or all right. So salvatio
becomes the English salvation. Pos-
sibly ironically Kochanki comments
that we are often uncomfortable
with the word salvation because to
suggest one needs salvation is to
imply that someone is not all right.
And that today is not acceptable. 

Despite denial of academic intent
Kochanski provides a section on
further reading making reference to
Homer’s Iliad, Dante’s Divine Com-
edy (including details of many
translations), C. S, Lewis and Julian
of Norwich among others. Foot-
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notes reference Ovid, St. Augustine
and Primo Levi among many other
authors from antiquity to the pres-
ent. 

Perhaps this interesting and un-
usual book is best understood as a
work of Christian Apologetics. The
modern understanding of apology
is an expression of regret or repara-
tion (first noted Shakespeare’s
Richard III according to the OED).
But the earlier, now obsolete, un-
derstanding was a defence against a
charge, and in particular Apologist
was the name given to the work of
2nd century Christians defending a
charge brought by Jewish or Roman
authorities.  (St. Paul in Acts 17:17
RSV, The Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church, 2009.)  Kochan-
ski’s book is a Christian Apology for
our times.

Mary Sokol 

IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH 
A Life of Archibald Campbell
Tait, Archbishop of Canterbury
John Witheridge
James Clark and Co, 2021
ISBN 9780227177433

If you enjoyed Owen Chadwick’s
The Victorian Church, you will cer-
tainly enjoy In the Shadow of Death,
John Witheridge’s sympathetic bi-
ography of Archibald Campbell Tait
(1811-82), Archbishop of Canter-
bury 1868-82. 

Tait was born in Edinburgh on
21 December 1811 to prosperous
Presbyterian parents. After studying
at Glasgow University, he moved in
1830 to Balliol College, Oxford,
where he converted to Anglicanism.
He became a Fellow in 1834 and
was ordained in 1835. Tait was an
early critic of the Oxford Move-
ment. In 1842 he succeeded
Thomas Arnold as headmaster of
Rugby and in 1849 became Dean of
Carlisle. Five of Tait’s daughters
died of scarlet fever at Carlisle in
1856: Witheridge’s account of their
deaths and of the Christian faith ex-
hibited by Tait and his wife Cather-
ine in the face of this tragedy is
profoundly moving. Tait was to lose
his wife and his only son Crauford

in 1878, hence the book’s title.
In 1859 at the instigation of

Queen Victoria, Tait was appointed
Bishop of London. He deprecated
the publication of Essays and Re-
views in 1860, and sought to
dampen down the controversy sur-
rounding Bishop John Colenso of
Natal’s Biblical teaching. Tait op-
posed the spread of Anglo-Catholi-
cism in London, later describing
sacramental confession as ‘a most
serious error.’

In 1868, after more string-
pulling by Queen Victoria, Tait be-
came Archbishop of Canterbury. He
made the best of Gladstone’s dises-
tablishment of the Irish Church in
1869-71, failed to qualify or end the
use of the Athanasian Creed in
1872, and convoked the second
Lambeth Conference in 1878. He
died in office on 3 December 1882.

Tait valued the Church of Eng-
land’s links with the State and was
emphatically Protestant in outlook,
referring to ‘our noble Reformed
Church.’ He was generous and
broad-minded as far as most Angli-
cans, Presbyterians and Noncon-
formists were concerned, but
regarded Roman Catholicism as er-
roneous. Tait supported the 1874
Public Worship Regulation Act, one
unforeseen consequence of which
was the imprisonment of several
Anglo-Catholic priests for ritualistic
offences. 

Witheridge suggests that Tait did
not really understand Anglo-
Catholicism. I think this is true up
to a point. Tait could not fathom a
religious outlook that used cere-

mony and colour to approach the
mystical. He did, however, appreci-
ate the hard work of many Anglo-
Catholic priests, especially in the
slums.

On another level, I wonder
whether Tait did in fact understand
Anglo-Catholicism only too well.
He would have grasped that Anglo-
Catholicism involved the repudia-
tion of much of the Reformation
and Protestantism (which Tait
viewed as God-inspired national de-
liverance from Roman error); the
belief that insofar as Christ may be
said to have willed a Church, the
Lord willed it to be a Catholic one;
and the belief that through Divine
Providence, the Church of England
had passed through the vicissitudes
of the Reformation with its essential
Catholicism intact. There was never
a meeting of minds.

I have a couple of concerns about
In the Shadow of Death. The first is
a minor point. Witheridge fre-
quently refers to ‘high church’. To
my mind, ‘high church’ has become
a subjective, ambiguous term
(rather like ‘mission’ in our own
times) that means different things
to different people, and thus is of
limited utility. The many and varied
gradations of mid-Victorian Angli-
can churchmanship are notoriously
difficult to categorise. I would use
‘high church’ to refer to pre-Tractar-
ian high churchmen (sometimes
called ‘high and dry’), but, for the
avoidance of confusion, I would
tend mostly to refer to second and
third generation followers of the
Catholic Revival as ‘ritualists’ or
‘Anglo-Catholics’.

More significantly, I am not en-
tirely persuaded by some of With-
eridge’s claims about Tait: ‘Not since
William Laud in the seventeenth
century had a Primate of All Eng-
land possessed a better understand-
ing of his office, or exercised a more
active and statesmanlike role in Par-
liament and in the nation. So too in
the Church, where Tait was not
content to be an ecclesiastical fig-
urehead like many archbishops be-
fore him.’ I think such an assertion
should be qualified a little, because
one never knows what future re-
search may reveal about earlier



archbishops, or possibly about Tait
himself. Tait certainly had his fair
share of problems, but I wonder
whether some of his predecessors
who had to grapple, for example,
with the Enlightenment, the French
Revolution and the Napoleonic
wars, may not turn out to have been
equally active and successful, albeit
in different conditions and circum-
stances. 

These concerns apart, In the
Shadow of Death is a well-re-
searched and highly readable book.
John Witheridge has rescued Arch-
bishop Tait’s reputation from obscu-
rity. One might not always agree
with Tait’s views or methods, but In
the Shadow of Death reveals him to
have been a devout, hard-working
and conscientious archbishop.

Robert Beaken 

The Community of Reparation
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment and the Church of St
Alphege, Southwark
Michael Yelton
ACHS, 2022
Available from:
www.achs.org.uk/books.htm

Michael Yelton’s reputation as one
of the foremost chroniclers of the
highways and byways of Anglo-
Catholicism is well known and
richly deserved. His latest book,
published by the Anglo-Catholic
History Society, is a history of the
Community of Reparation to Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament (CRJBS);
and the parish in which they were
founded and did most of their
work, St Alphege, Lancaster Street,
Southwark. 

It is hard to imagine now that the
back streets of Southwark once
formed a biretta belt of some size
and splendour. At the vanguard of
this was St Alphege’s Church, built
in 1880-82, and described decades
later by John Betjeman as being ‘fur-
nished in the Belgian taste. Perhaps
the most convincing Roman
Catholic interior in the Church of
England’. 

The driving force behind the new
church was Fr Alfred Goulden, who

had been appointed to the new mis-
sion district of St Alphege in 1872.
He had already helped to found the
Order of Reparation to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, originally in-
tended to be a three-fold mixed
order, designed to promote devo-
tion to the Blessed Sacrament and
Eucharistic practice within the
Church of England. Within this
fledgling Order, the first meeting of
the Sisters took place on 30th July
1869. CRJBS were to take this date
as their foundation day, though Yel-
ton argues that the Community as
it became known was not founded
then in any strict sense. Perhaps 22
February 1873 is a more accurate
date. This was the date when the
first two sisters, by now living in
the parish of St Alphege under the
direction of Fr Goulden, took per-
manent vows. The new sisterhood
was to be the only element of the
Order of Reparation which sur-
vived, a reality which was only fully
acknowledged as late as 1910, when
the sisterhood adopted the familiar
name and initials of CRJBS. The
Community was to remain con-
nected with St Alphege’s for over a
century.  

Perhaps surprisingly for a sister-
hood with such an uncompromis-
ingly pious dedication, the life of
CRJBS was always a mixture of the
contemplative and the active, ‘the
union of the life of Martha with that
of Mary’, in the words of Fr
Goulden. Work was always impor-
tant – and took the Community to
a number of locations across Lon-
don and the south-east. Although

prayer before the Reserved Sacra-
ment was always an important part
of daily life (as the handsome cover
photo shows), the Community was
never minded to become entirely
enclosed, nor large enough for a
sub-division into contemplative
and active congregations, as hap-
pened at Ascot Priory. Equally, the
members of CRJBS were never di-
vided into choir and lay sisters. As
this was frequently the manifesta-
tion of class distinctions rather than
anything more theologically pro-
found, this may in itself tell us
something important about the na-
ture of CRJBS. 

As already mentioned, CRJBS
was never a large community – 27
professed members at its largest, in
1944. As was the case with many
communities, decline set in not
long after that, though it took
decades for the inevitable conse-
quences to become clear. As it tran-
spired, the last permanent
profession was in 1955. In 1979, it
was agreed that the remaining sis-
ters would move to Clewer, and live
alongside the Community of St
John the Baptist, who had helped in
the formation of the first sisters of
CRJBS a little over a century earlier.
By 1995, one CRJBS sister re-
mained. She was clear that the com-
munity was no longer needed,
‘because the centrality of the com-
munion service had by then been
established in the Church of Eng-
land’. She died on 6th January 2006,
and the life of another Anglican re-
ligious community came to an end.
St Alphege’s Church building closed
in 1981, was declared redundant in
1987, and was demolished in 1991.
Worship continued in the church
hall (which still stands) until 2010. 

Yelton’s book is a practical his-
tory of St Alphege’s Church and
CRJBS – what happened, and when,
and why. It would be fascinating to
know more about the interior life of
CRJBS, insofar as that could be dis-
covered through surviving corre-
spondence, chapter minutes, the
community’s Rule, and so on. That
might, perhaps, be the subject of a
further volume? 

Ian McCormack  
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HOUSE ARREST: 
Pandemic Diaries
Alan Bennett
Profile Books, 2022
ISBN 978-1800811928

Were I not such a great admirer of
Alan Bennett, not least the diaries
that he has published for the past
several years, I might be minded
to say that, with this latest publi-
cation, House Arrest: Pandemic Di-
aries he is having a laugh. It is the
slimmest of slim volumes (12x19
cms: 45 pp of text: 10 blank
pages: Faber, £6.99). Although, at
85, he suffers from arthritis and
can no longer ride a bicycle, he re-
mains eagle-eyed and still has a
sharp ear, despite the need for a
hearing aid, and waspish wit.
Also, his trips down memory lane,
unavoidable as we age and, with
particular force during lockdown
when there was ample opportu-
nity to look back, provide enjoy-
ment. Graham Greene does not
emerge well; Coral Browne is as
triumphant as ever. Even a brief
walk down memory lane with
Alan Bennett has its rewards. Of
course, it is recommended read-
ing. We diarists have to stick to-
gether.

Thurifer

100 POEMS 
Seamus Heaney
Faber & Faber, 2022
ISBN 978-0571347162

The appearance of any poet’s ‘se-
lected’ works is usually worth a
look as it implies expert hands,
such as their biographer or an ac-
ademic, giving a good overview of
their output. Seamus Heaney
(1939-2013) published three such
selections during his lifetime but
had apparently always wanted to
produce an anthology of his full
highlights and was discussing it
with his editor and confidants be-
fore he died. The resultant vol-
ume, 100 Poems, first appeared in
2018 and is now available in pa-
perback, ‘representing the entire
sweep of his career, from first col-
lection to last’ as he wished, and
in the words of his daughter,
Catherine, who writes a ‘Family
Note’ introducing the volume. Be-
cause it was his family who took
up this task, bringing together
Heaney’s most famous and ad-
mired pieces, along with their
own personal choices which mean
something to them. It is therefore
a deeply affectionate and private
memorial to the man who was
once the best-known poet in the
world; in 1995 he was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Literature. 

All the familiar Heaney
themes are here: nature, Ireland,
family, faith. Any Irish writer of
note these past 100 years has had
to tread the fine line between pol-
itics, culture and history. Heaney
did that with great pathos and
stature. The Troubles are referred
to here – not frequently but never
absent – such as ‘The Strand at

Lough Beg’ and a family member
shot: ‘And gather up cold hand-
fuls of the dew / To wash you,
cousin. I dab you clean with
moss’. The poem ‘Two Lorries’
masterfully contrasts his mother’s
romantic trips to the cinema in
Magherafelt with a coalman, his
own childhood memories of
meeting her there, and later ‘a
lorry / …with a payload / that will
blow the bus station to dust and
ashes’. Some pieces are brief yet
insightful (‘The Conway Stewart’
about buying a fountain pen),
others like something from a
photo album (‘A Sofa in the For-
ties’), and then his poetic virtuos-
ity with lines like ‘Turning to
swim on your back, / Each silent,
thigh-shaking kick / Retilting the
light, / Heaving the cool at your
neck’ (‘The Otter’).

Catherine Heaney comments
it is ‘a different selection from the
one Dad might have made… Yet
we hope that everyone will find
something here to cherish or be
surprised by… a reminder of the
power and vitality of his work’. It
is certainly that, and more.

SPW
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Japanese folding fan (ogi) -
flying a kite, and Mount Fuji -
Royal Collection Trust 
(see opposite)
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JAPAN: COURTS AND
CULTURE
The Queen’s Gallery, London
Until 26 February, 2023

‘Kamikaze Girls’ is a 2004 J-pop
film featuring a yanki (ie female ju-
venile delinquent) and a Lolita (ie
cute girl who dresses in a take on
Victorian frilly costumes, also ref-
erencing Marie Antoinette and the
Rococo). During the recent Beatrix
Potter exhibition at the V and A
young Japanese women in full
Lolita gear often attended the mu-
seum on Saturday afternoons.
Sometimes they posed besides the
Lolita costume on permanent dis-
play in the Toshiba Japanese
Gallery.  

The costumes and the attitudes
of the film show how for young
Japanese women fashion is a sym-
bol of breaking free from the con-
straints of traditional Japanese
society. ‘Memories of Matsuko’
(2008) is the companion piece to
‘Kamikaze Girls’ and shows what
the Lolitas are rebelling against.
(Both films are excellent, ‘Memo-
ries of Matsuko’ is one of the great
cinematic tragedies). 

There are no Lolitas at the
Queen’s Gallery, which features
Japanese arts and crafts from the
first diplomatic presents given in
James 1st’s reign to the 1920s (and
one later gift to Her Majesty). They
represent the stifling conformist
Japan which was so long closed to
the West and against which the
Kamikaze girls rebelled. And the
gifts on show are what we might
expect: swords, armour, daggers,
pottery, lacquerware. If it all feels a
little G&S Mikado, there’s also
photos of various royals doing the
full Titi-pu.

Japanese gear first became fash-
ionable in the West in the seven-
teenth century. Fashionable but
not often understood. Still, Japan-
ese traders were happy to cater for
the crude Western take on their
country. That included, above all,
the European habit of adding

Frenchified gold embellishment to
Japanese wares so that they fitted
in with contemporary Western in-
teriors. Against that habit, Queen
Mary stands out as a collector who
didn’t need to add gold to carefully
balanced, restrained ceramics. And
George IV stands out as a collector
who had to add gold to everything.
The worst bling on show is his,
nowhere more so than a marvel-
lous lacquered rice bowl of refined
craftsmanship and design, breath-
takingly beautiful except that it is
smothered in gilt European
mounts. The curators, who main-

tain an admirable restraint in their
commentary on royal crassness, all
but give way at this item.

Fortunately, there’s not much
which need titivate the swords on
show, one of the most magnificent
of which is a Field Marshall’s
sword, given to George V in 1918,
the only one of its kind outside of
Japan. The blade is a copy of the
earliest known sword design and it
comes in a box of restrained gor-
geousness. 

Alongside the official gifts,
which are at least rich, there are
also knick-knacks collected by the
Royal family on trips to Japan. The
term is used advisedly, since the
Japanese quickly set up tourist
traps to sell curios to visiting West-
erners. Of course, there were West-
ern visitors to Japan and Western
traders whose Japonisme was much
more sophisticated. But there’s
none of the woodcuts here with
which Manet decorated his paint-
ings of Zola and Olympia. And the
screens beloved of Whistler find
only a third-rate echo in this show.

Now it may be that the prints
of Hokusai and Hiroshige were too
cheap and lower class to be diplo-
matic gifts. And there was a move

in late nineteenth century Japan
towards more Western styles and
techniques. But it’s a pity there is
little at the Palace of the tradition
of restrained high quality crafts-
manship and design (other than
the swords). Indeed, the only ex-
ample in the show of the wabi-sabi
æstheteic of imperfection is a ves-
sel by Hamada Shöji given to Her
Majesty in 1975. The gift refer-
ences the close working ties be-
tween Shöji and Bernard Leach. It
is an example of a more nuanced
relationship that has grown be-
tween Great Britain and Japan.

The earlier imbalance in Japan’s
relations with the West is shown in
the way the Imperial family west-
ernised its appearance. In England,
Japanese clothes were for dressing
up. In Japan, Western cloths, even
golfing clothes, became symbols of
modernity (though is it possible
that Edward VIII as Prince of
Wales convinced the Japanese mil-
itary of the weakness of the British
Empire?). Today’s Lolita craze is
the other side of the Hamada Shöji
gift. It is a symbol of Japan throw-
ing off a slavish following of West-
ern culture and treating us, as we
have treated the Japanese, as an ex-
cuse for fantasy.

Readers who are interested in
Japanese culture but don’t want to
cross the world might go to the
Victoria and Albert Museum. Read-
ers who are interested in gift-giving
between imperial courts as a reflec-
tion of cultural interaction or what
to serve at a state banquet for the
Crown Prince of Japan (Saumon
Nelson & Cotelettes D’Agneau à
l’Orientale) will find an excellently
presented show at the Queen’s
Gallery.

Owen Higgs

ART

Field Marshal’s sword (gensuitō), scabbard and
case blade signed and dated 1918
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M
etropolitan Kallistos Ware
died on 24 August 2022 at
the age of 87. He was born

in Bath on 1 September, 1934. His
mother came from an academic fam-
ily, with the philosopher and ancient
historian R. Collingwood in the fam-
ily. His father was an army officer. He
went to Westminster School, and then
to Magdalen College in Oxford, where
he took first classes in the first and
second public examinations for Clas-
sics (or in Oxford parlance, Mods and
Greats) and then also in Theology. He
had been accepted for ordination train-
ing in the Church of England but by
that point his doubts about Anglican
coherence were growing and so he
first of all withdrew from Anglican
communion in about Easter 1957 and
around Easter 1958 he was received
into the Orthodox Church, as a mem-
ber of the Greek Orthodox community in Britain. He
subsequently was admitted as a monk of the community
on the Greek island of Patmos (in 1966), and was or-
dained deacon (1965) and priest (1966). He became as
tutor and lecturer in Patristics (the study of the doctrine
of the Christian Church in the first centuries), from 1966
was Spalding Lecturer in Eastern Orthodox Studies at
Oxford, and from 1970 a Fellow of Pembroke College,
Oxford. In 1982 he was consecrated titular Bishop of
Diokleia and subsequently named as titular metropolitan
in 2007. 

But all of this you could find out elsewhere, so let
me tell you something of Fr Kallistos as I knew him.
Other things you can look up elsewhere. I had met him
when I was an undergraduate studying Law at Magdalen
in Oxford, and liked him. Although he was always avail-
able to those who were seriously considering Orthodoxy
as their spiritual path there was never a sense of prose-
lytism about him. Through him I was got to know Nico-
las and Militza Zernov and their quite frequently
terrifying tea parties (terrifying at least to me) where
Nicolas would dictate the subject of conversation. As a
second year undergraduate reading Law from a Birm-
ingham direct grant school, I sometimes did not under-
stand the subject, let alone what we were expected to say. 

Fr Kallistos combined being a university academic
with being parish priest of the Greek Orthodox parish in

Oxford which, in a way unusual at least at that time,
shared a church with the Russian Oxford parish. It was
a joy to me when I was told in my second year at Saint
Stephen’s House, training for ordination and taking the
Oxford theology degree, that he was to be my tutor for
Patristics. Tutorials were not at Pembroke College but at
his house in Staverton Road in north Oxford. He was re-
markably organized (at my first tutorial he took out a lit-
tle note book and entered into it not only my name, but
also my schooling, my A-level subjects, and my results
on my finals in Law – paper by paper). Essays (the usual
practice was that I would read a weekly essay and then
he would comment, question, criticize, and very occa-
sionally commend) were listened to intently, as though
what I was saying was really of interest. I also went to
his lectures on later period of Patristic Christology and
still have my notes. They also were a model of organi-
zation, with an occasional dry note of donnish humour –
‘My abbot decided that my monastic name was to be
Kallistos. I never understood why. It means most beau-
tiful.’

When I returned to Oxford a few years later to be
Dean of Divinity, Chaplain and Fellow of New College,
our paths crossed again. My Greek was not up to my pur-
suing post-graduate study on Cyril of Alexandria, as he
would have liked me to do, but he did make helpful com-
ments on the work for my doctorate on the sinlessness

Metropolitan Kallistos Ware
(1934-2022): Ave atque vale

Metropolitan Kallistos with Archbishop Justin Welby in 2017 upon being
awarded the Lambeth Cross for Ecumenism for his ‘outstanding contri-
bution to Anglican-Orthodox theological dialogue’ (credit: Anglican
Communion News Service).
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uPOEM u

Adonais
Percy Bysshe Shelley

W
hen the body of Percy Bysshe Shelley
(1792-1822) was washed up on the beach in
Viareggio, Italy, just over 200 years ago,

there was a copy of poems by his fellow Romantic,
John Keates, in his pocket. The boat which sank and
caused his death was the Don Juan, an inadvertent nod
to his friend Lord Byron. His funeral was a Classical
affair; the mourners cremated him there on a pyre on
16th August, 1822, with frankincense and salt thrown
into the fire, wine and oil over the body. His friends
sought to honour him as a Greek hero, and he was
steeped in the Classical tradition. He was sadly a non-
believer and had been expelled from Oxford for refus-
ing to retract his pamphlet The Necessity of Atheism.
A privileged background, though bullied at Eton,
meant he could afford to travel and live like a libertine.
He eloped at the age of 19 with Harriet Westbrook, a
schoolfriend’s sister three years his junior; they mar-
ried in Edinburgh. After two children with her, he
moved on to Mary, daughter of the of the philosopher
William Godwin, in 1814, when she was 16. They fled
to Switzerland (Mary went on to write Frankenstein),
travelled about with Byron, and eventually settled in
Italy and married (Harriet having drowned herself in
1816). He was keen on the doctrines of free love and
sexual equality, anti-authoritarian, and even more rad-
ical than his Whig MP father.

Adonais, his lament for the dead Keats, is a long
poem but technically assured and with flashes of Dante

(‘That Light whose smile kindles the Universe, / That
Beauty in which all things work and move’) also varies
the Spenserian pentameter with a line such as ‘Why
linger, why turn back, why shrink, my Heart?’ (note the
positioned stress on ‘shrink’). His death at 29 was tragic
and cut short the promise of his talent which could have
tempered his atheism and politics, and even nurtured
religious faith which had some kindling in this piece.

The One remains, the many change and pass;
Heaven’s light forever shines, Earth’s shadows fly;
Life, like a dome of many-colour’d glass,
Stains the white radiance of Eternity,
Until Death tramples it to fragments.—Die,
If thou wouldst be with that which thou dost seek!
Follow where all is fled!—Rome’s azure sky,
Flowers, ruins, statues, music, words, are weak

The glory they transfuse with fitting truth to speak.

The breath whose might I have invok’d in song
Descends on me; my spirit’s bark is driven,
Far from the shore, far from the trembling throng
Whose sails were never to the tempest given;
The massy earth and sphered skies are riven!
I am borne darkly, fearfully, afar;

Whilst, burning through the inmost veil of Heaven,
The soul of Adonais, like a star,

Beacons from the abode where the Eternal are.

of Christ. But we were involved together in the Fellow-
ship of Saint Alban and Saint Sergius, and in the Ecu-
menical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Bishop (as
by then he was) Kallistos was always insistent that the
Fellowship should work two ways – I think he felt it
tended to operate simply as a way of telling non-Orthodox
about Orthodox and was quite determined that there
should be times when the focus was the other way around.
And he was a star in his encouragement of the ESBVM,
not least to me in my term as Chair of the Oxford branch.

By the time I went back to Oxford once more to be
Principal of Saint Stephen’s House, our paths crossed
again (to be honest we had not fallen out of touch). There
was less time for other activities but I remember having
him to the House as our Holy Week speaker and a spell-
binding series of addresses on the Holy Spirit and the
events of Holy Week. He understood the Church of Eng-
land traditionalist position on the ordination of women to

the priesthood, but to be honest he was much more con-
cerned about the apparent hesitations of the Church of
England on matters of the Trinity, Incarnation and Re-
demption. 

Apart from the hugely successful The Orthodox
Church and what is a I suppose a sort of sequel in The Or-
thodox Way, Bishop Kallistos has not left a great series
of books. There are many articles, lectures (published and
unpublished), and reviews and I hope some of them might
be collected together for publication. He also did great
work as a translator of classic Orthodox texts, especially
liturgical and spiritual. But his primary delight was as a
teacher – a teacher face-to-face, as tutor or lecturer. May
he rest in peace and be gathered into God’s glory – where
sorrow and pain are no more. 

Fr Jeremy Sheehy is the Rector of 
Swinton and Pendlebury. 
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F
rom the outside, the church of Saint John the Bap-
tist, Lound, looks like a typical small East An-
glian church (1), with a 12th c. round tower and a

nave with 14th c. fenestration looking suspiciously re-
stored. Until you cross the threshold, you’d never believe
that the locals call it the ‘Golden Church’. The Rev.

Booth Lynes (Rector 1908-1917) commissioned Ninian
Comper to carry out a restoration at a time when his work
at St. Cyprian’s, Clarence Gate, was familiar. You are
immediately struck by the screen, a revamped version of
the mediaeval one, topped by a new loft and rood group
(2), and with an additional altar on the south side, topped

Church Crawling
1

2
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with an attractive reredos with paintings of the Virgin Mary, St.
Mary Salome and St. Elizabeth (3). These nave altars were common
in mediaeval East Anglia, and the famous example at Ranworth
had already been restored. A counterbalance at the other end of the
nave is provide by a towering gilded and pinnacled cover to the 15th

c. font, and by an large organ case at the west end of the nave (4).
Facing the main entrance is a large wall painting of Saint Christo-
pher (5), just as there would have been in the 15th c., though the me-
diaeval one would not have had a background picture of Comper
driving his Rolls Royce, not a DH Comet airliner, the latter an ad-
dition of 1964. In the background, the High Altar is a Comper spe-
cial, with riddel posts, hangings and frontal (6). All quite exquisite.

For more, read: - A. Symondson and S. A. Bucknell, Sir Ninian
Comper, Spire Books and the Ecclesiological Society, Reading,
2006.

3 4

5

6



Identity on the Monday had thrown out the idea of a fur-
ther Instrument of Communion. The suggestion then that
a Global South ‘Anglican Congress’ take place did not
receive obvious vocal support either, except it was then
reported as having passed and one will indeed take place.
Likewise, the idea there were daggers drawn over sexu-
ality was false. General relations and conversations were
cordial. True, a number of Global South and Gafcon bish-
ops (including the Primates of Rwanda, Nigeria, and
Uganda) had stayed away, but the assertion that others
present would not be receiving holy communion because
of divergences was played up. Several of them said they
would decide that for themselves, even though this did
not stop a number of agitators on the fringe (seemingly
conservative evangelicals) from banging the drum on
their behalf.

He also had some justification in being annoyed
about some themes receiving unequal attention. ‘A small
proportion of our time together was spent on [sexuality]:
there was one paragraph in one out of ten Calls, and it
took up about 90 minutes in total of the plenary sessions
over 11 days,’ he wrote later in the Church Times. ‘There
is no doubting that these are matters on which there is pro-
found disagreement among us, and that was clear in the
run-up to that session. But again, by the grace of God we
“walked in the light” and committed ourselves to listening
and walking together to the maximum possible degree,
despite our deep disagreements.’

Yet why did the planning not take some of this into
account? Almost as soon as the Conference started there
was rushed revision to the Calls process. First, that they

would not be recorded, and second, that Calls could be
rejected instead of supported outright or recommended
for further work. Even the idea of a ‘Call’ instead of a res-
olution looked like sophistry – not binding, or at least not
in the same way. And this still didn’t see off any conster-
nation. The inclusion of Lambeth 1.10 1998 in the advance
reading pack was enough alone to get some bishops
going, and mere days before the Human Dignity Call was
still being redrafted. Was this because people hadn’t prop-
erly engaged with it before then, or because pitfalls had
been overlooked or ignored? Either way, with so much
delay there should have been ample time to prepare for
this.

Though Archbishop Welby called this ‘a moment of
transformation’, it has implications for the Living in Love
& Faith process currently ongoing in the Church of Eng-
land. Traditional marriage can be upheld without homo-
phobia, but for some even that is too much and the gap
will continue to widen. Much has been forgotten about
how in the 1960s it contributed to the decriminalization of
homosexuality in this country, and did much for AIDS
patients in the 1980s and 90s. More intentional work,
therefore, on working with provinces and the FCDO for
decriminalization across the Commonwealth (not least the
death penalty) must be a priority. And considering the
way in which mutual flourishing is too often flouted in
general, any proposed compromise needs robust interro-
gation.

Another outcome from the event is how little media
coverage there was, or how much of it was highly parti-
san. In part this is a sad reflection on how little the na-
tional newspapers and broadcasters think of religion and
Christianity in particular. Not too long ago, a Religious
Affairs Correspondent was on most newspaper desks;
that is no longer the case. It plays into historically low lev-
els of religious literacy in Britain, and little surprise the
Toksvig outburst caused such a flurry. The Church of
England, once referred to as the Tory Party at prayer, is
now at risk thanks to most bishops of looking like the
Labour Party on edge. There has been much tweeting and
opining on themes such as Brexit and Partygate, but pre-
cious little on the cost of living crisis or the war in
Ukraine. Bishops may be political but they are not elected
political representatives. The bien-pensant handwringing
is neither interesting nor welcome. More spiritual and in-
tellectual traction with the themes of our day is required.
The world needs more Tawneys, Temples and Niebuhrs.

Moment of Transformation
continued from page 6
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Moved by Our Lady, John Underhill has a written a
new hymn which could be used for The Nativity of
the BVM (8 Sept), The Most Holy Name of Mary (12
Sept), Our Lady of Sorrows (15 Sept), Our Lady of
Walsingham (24 Sept) or general devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, and the Feast of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary in particular.

In Mary’s Heart Immaculate
We seek a refuge sure

Against the Tempter’s darkling wiles,
Preserved for Christ, the Lord.

While sin and strife beset us round,
Divisions rend apart,

Still we, the humbled faithful yearn
For Mary’s tender heart.

Hail, full of grace, Blessed Gabriel’s word
To lowly Virgin, fair,

Revealed to mankind’s waiting hearts:
O’erflower grace laid bare.

In her obedience, our poor hearts,
Like saintly hearts before,

Are taught to lay aside our pride,
And Christ our King, adore.

Yet if we, servants of the Lord,
Would share His victory,

Our hearts must be transfixed as sure
As Mary’s at the Tree.

There Sacred and Immaculate
Shared in the saving deed

In which we must co-operate
For our souls to be freed.

So, while the devil round us prowls,
Mankind’s souls to devour,

And virtue is foregone in lands
Which once hailed God’s great power,

May we, who race to win the prize
Once earthly days are done,

Seek Mary’s Heart Immaculate
To lead us to her Son.

Suggested tunes:
Kingsfold (I heard the voice of Jesus say)

Noel (It came upon a midnight clear)

uHYMN u

In Mary’s Heart Immaculate

When will the next Lambeth Conference take place
and how is succession to be understood? Perhaps in a
throwaway, or politically, Welby admitted during an in-
terview in July that he will stay in post until 2026 ‘if peo-
ple are happy’ and health permitting. This event was
already put back from 2018 to 2020 to enable the Arch-
bishop to shuttle around other primates in advance and
seek some alignment. Covid delayed it by a further two
years. How much time will a 2026 retirement give his suc-
cessor for the next Conference task, whether it be in 2032
or sooner? And how much will happen over the next
decade to change the socioeconomic, environmental and

ecclesiological realities even further? The General Synod
has voted to increase Anglican Communion representa-
tion on the appointment panel from one to five places.
This acknowledges explicitly for the first time how Can-
tuar is first among equals in the Communion and those
votes come the next appointment may prefer to elect a
more conservative candidate than has been the case in re-
cent years. 

Putting together an event like the Lambeth Confer-
ence is a massive undertaking. It helped to demonstrate
how much strength and variety there is in the Anglican
Communion, and something we have started to see with
their bishops, often women, coming into CofE posts. But
diversity (and inclusivity, as Bishop Martin Warner ob-
serves) is not the same as catholicity. The ties that bind
must be flexible enough to allow creativity, and durable
enough to ensure togetherness – properly understood and
acknowledged. A gathering on this scale also points to the
many opportunities within our grasp, both now and in the
years to come. The Anglican Communion has the poten-
tial to be greater than the sum of its parts. Visionary lead-
ership and unswerving dedication to its aims may bring
this about, whenever and however the next Lambeth Con-
ference may happen. God’s world demands nothing less.

ND
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BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Con-
tact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwick-
parishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive, TN39 3AZ
Saturday: Mass at 6pm (first Mass of Sunday)Sunday: Mass at
8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at 10am. Further details  of
services and events at St. Augustine’s please visit our website: 
www.stauguestinesbexhill.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11 1QT)
“If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for”  Sunday Mass 11am.
Contact 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid
and S.Hilda.  Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benedic-
tion  (First Sunday of the Month) 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm,
Tues, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm.  Messy
Church every third Saturday 11.30am, Parish Priest: Canon Robert
McTeer SSC 01388 604152. www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
Curate Fr Edward Gunn 07485 756177
st.helen.curate@gmail.com
Youth and Community Worker 07485545278
communitysha@yahoo.com

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliffs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Lan-
guage) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, Feasts, Solemnities, Offices, Benedic-
tion and Confessions as displayed on noticeboards. Parish priest:
Fr John Underhill SSC 01205 362734
www.skirbeckstnicholas.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliff Road, BH4 8BE.
A Parish under the patronage of Ss. Wilfrid & Hilda. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Solemn Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Solemn Even-
song with Benediction. Daily Mass, Monday to Saturday, at
8.45am and Daily Evening Prayer, Monday to Saturday, at 5.30pm
and the Rosary on Wednesdays at 5.00pm before Evening Prayer.
Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569; Parish office
01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Katharine, Church Road, Southbourne,
BH6 4AS.A Parish under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of
Richborough.  Sung Mass at 1030am on Sunday. Contact: Dean
Quinton, Churchwarden 01425 672601 
deanquinton@hotmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A parish
of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley. Durham
City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and
Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817

BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city cen-
tre). Society Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10.45, Solemn Vespers
and Benediction (Latin) 18.30. Tuesday: Mass 18.00. Wednesday:
Mass 19.30. English Missal. Saturday: 18.30 Vigil Mass. For all
other services and information please contact the Parish Priest, Fr
Liam Beadle liam.beadle@gmail.com

BRIGHTON & HOVE  wAGNER GROUP St Barn-
abas’ (11am) Fr. John Eldridge 01273 881761 . St
Barthlomew’s (10.30am Fr.Ben Eadon 01273 620491. St Mar-
tin’s (10.30am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s
(10.30am) 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am)  01 273 203231. 
(Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle  BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednes-
day 10:00 a.m.(All Hallows). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda

01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org  Philip Goodfellow,
Churchwarden. 07733 111 800  phil@holynativity.org.uk
www.holynativity.org.uk

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday 8.00am Low
Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Low Mass Wednesday 9.30am, Friday
9.30am, Saturday 9.30am with Rosary. Parish Priest Fr Henry
Everett 0208 295 6411. Parish website: 
www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk and find us on Facebook. 

BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
time)  On 5th Sunday a Group Mass takes place in one of the 6
churches in the Benefice. 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday
Mass Thursdays 9am. Other services as announced. All visitors
very welcome. Church open daily from 9.00am- 5.00pm. Rector:
Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-le-Marsh.
PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email: 
fatherterrysteele@gmail.com

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Principality Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Under the Episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Miss
Alison Cruickshank 01460 68779
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD S. Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX Sunday:
Sung Parish Mass 10.30am, Low Mass: Wednesday  10.30am, Bene-
diction: Last Tuesday 7:15 pm, Cell Mass: 2nd Friday 7:15 pm. 
S. James the Apostle, Temple Normanton, Derbyshire, S42 5DB
Sunday: Parish Mass 9am, Thursday: Low Mass 7.15pm, except
Benediction: 2nd Thursday 7:15 pm. Contact: Fr. Geoffrey Borrow-
dale SSC 01246 232486 frgeoffrey@stpaulshasland.com
www.stpaulshasland.com

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7ANA Society
Parish. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Office & Mass as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Rev Tom Brazier: 07799 217775
greensidevicar@solo.net

COVENTRY St. Oswald Tile HillMonday & Thursday - 9am BCP
Morning Prayer, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday - 9am Morning Prayer
[CW], Tuesday - 1pm  Rosary Prayers, Wednesday - 9.30am Mass,
Sunday - 10am Mass, [First Sunday] 6pm Evensong & Benedic-
tion. Fr Edward Backhouse SSC -  07485 493418. Church Office -
07512 924401. Find us on Facebook www.stoswalds.co.uk

DERBY St Anne's. Sunday Sung Mass 1115. For directions and
details of weekday Masses and Choral Evensongs  with Benedic-
tion - see A Church Near You website. Fr Giles Orton SSC 07768
827101

DEVIZES St.Peter's, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire. Society of
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sundays 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays
10.30am Low Mass. On major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary.
Contact: Duty volunteer  Tel: 0785269628 
stpetersdevizes@outlook.com 
www.achurchnearyou.com/9679

DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QR A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol-
lowed by coffee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
fatherahoward@gmail.com

DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist
(DN12 1AX)  with Hexthorpe S Jude (DN4 0BT), Sung Mass
Sundays 9.15am Edlington. Youth Group at Edlington on  Fri
7pm, Messy Church at Edlington on the last Monday of each
month 4.00 pm at the ECO centre (DN12 1AB).  Please refer to
our Facebook pages for details of other activities and service
times for St Jude's (Hexthorpe).
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEdlington and
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeshexthorpe

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Said
Mass 9.00am Solemn Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass & Office.  For de-
tails and information contact Fr.Mark McAulay SSC, 01323 722317
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA  A Parish of the Soci-
ety under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Serving Traditional-
ists in Calderdale. Sunday Mass 9.30am. Mass Tuesday & Friday
9.30am. Other Times from Fr  David Burrows SSC, 01422 373184
David.burrows@leeds.anglican.org
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9987/ 

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliff A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough.
Solemn Mass: Sunday at 10.30 am. Benediction with Exposition:
Sunday at 6 pm. Weekday Masses: daily at 12 noon. Thursday: 11
am coffee/tea prior to Mass. Contact  The Parish Priest 01303 680
441  http://stpetersfolkestone.co.uk
e-mail:church@stpetersfolkestone.co.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II Church
by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under Bishop of
Richborough. Sundays: Parish Mass 10am, Solemn Evensong and
Benediction 6pm (Third Sunday). Contact telephone number
07941894822

HALIFAX St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclusive
resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the Bishop
of Wakefield. Sunday: 11.00 Solemn Mass;  Occasional Choral
Evensong. www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk 

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, Brougham Terrace. A Society
Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am. Daily Mass, Offices and Confessions as dis-
played. Parish Priest: Fr.Richard Masshedar, 01429 272934

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
Glenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and ceremo-
nial sung to Merbecke.  Vicar: Fr.Michael Macey, 01 442 243258 e-
mail: vicar@stjohnsboxmoor.org.uk

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke’s, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday services: 8am Low Mass
(English Missal), 10.30am Sung Mass (Western Rite), 5pm  Even-
song. Weekday services Tuesday to Friday 9am Mass. For further
information phone the Parish Office 0759 2408419. Web page:
www.stlukeskingston.uk

LINCOLN All Saints, Monks Road. LN2 5JN. Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sundays- Sung
Mass 9.30am. Evening Prayer 6pm. Weekdays- Monday, Wednes-
day, Saturday 8.30am; Thursday 7pm (Eucharistic Adoration from
6.15pm); Friday 10am. Vicar: Fr Paul Noble SSC- 01522 524319
www.allsaints-monksroad.com Facebook- All Saints Church,
Monks Road

LOFTUS-IN-CLEVELAND St Leonard, Loftus & St Helen,
Carlin How, situated on the North Yorkshire Coast.
Sunday - Said Mass at Carlin How 9am and Family Mass at Loftus
10.30am.  Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047. Email:
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com Further details on our website:
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/loftusparish 

LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames Street
(nearest Tube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Episco-
pal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refresh-
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. [Midweek mass
subject to change] Visitors very welcome. Website:
www.stmtm@org.uk rector@stmtm.org.uk

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks , Wapping Lane.
Nearest station is Wapping (Overground). Buses: D3 or 100. A reg-
istered parish of the Society of S. Wilfrid & S. Hilda.
Sunday  Masses: 9.15am and 10.30am. Contact: Fr Jonathan
Beswick SSC   0207 481 2985. For daily mass and office times
please see website. www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple Bene-
diction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12 noon
Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other
enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinternet.com
or phone 0208 364 1583

parish directory
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LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill, Green Lanes,
N21 3RS. A modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham.
Every Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am with Junior Church. Week-
days: Wednesday 11.00am Rosary or Exposition and Simple
Benediction followed by 12.00 noon Angelus and Mass. Friday12
noon Angelus and Mass. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at rdeb2010@btinter-
net.com or phone 0208 364 1583

LONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead, NW3
2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Parish Mass
each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary David
Houlding SSC

LONDON Nw9 St Andrew’s, Kingsbury (Wembley Park tube
station then 83 bus (direction Golders Green) to Tudor Gardens. ) A Soci-
ety Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham . Sun-
day: Sung Mass 10.30am, Thursday: Mass 10.00am – both
followed by refreshments. Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205
7447 or standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org -
www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place.  Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri
10am. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020 7820 8050 
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon
10am, Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am. Parish Priest:
Fr.Michael Bailey - 07713 258429 www.sswsml.com

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Solemn Sung
11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 12 noon; Wed 9.30am; Fri 12 noon; Sat
10am. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament half an hour before
every Mass apart from Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. Choral Evensong (termtime) 6pm.
Wednesday: School mass (termtime) 9.15am; Choral Evensong
(termtime) 5.30pm. Midweek Mass: Tues 9.30am, Wed 6.30pm,
Thurs 9:30am, Fri 10am, Sat 9:30am. www.stgabrielspim-
lico.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, tra-
ditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 12.30pm, Wed
7pm, Thur  12.30pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9.30am. Holy Hour: every Fri-
day 5pm. Fr.Philip Barnes SSC Contact: 020 7370 3418.  Email:
saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk
www.saint-stephen.org.uk

LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing Resolution and Society Parish, in the care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Solemn Mass at 11am. Weekday
Masses: Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 19.30; Saturday at
11.30. Rosary: Saturday 11am. Active SOLW Cell which organises
pilgrimage, social & fundraising activities. Parish Priest: Fr Philip
Kennedy CMP. Contact: 020 7228 5340
ascensionsw11@gmail.com

LONDON Sw19 All Saints, South Wimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church office 020 8542
5514 or see
https://allsaintschurchsouthwimbledon.com/ 

LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Of-
fice on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOwESTOFT St John the Baptist, Lound. Society Parish
under the Episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Richborough.. A
warm welcome awaits you at our listed medieval building with a
superb interior by Sir Ninian Comper.  Sung Mass regularly each
month.  Please contact Rev Leslie Hobbs 01502 732536 or Kevin
Turner 07828661970 for further details.
wwwloundworship.co.uk

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury:
All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury; Saint
Peter, Swinton. A Society Parish. Sunday Masses: 8am and
5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA).
Daily Mass in Parish. Priest Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578, Parish
Office: 0161 727 8175 email: paroffsandp@btconnect.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. St John the Evangelist Sunday Mass 11am. For
further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper 01642 824779

NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am.  Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk or on Facebook www.facebook.
com/loftusparish Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287 644047
AdamGaunt@btinternet.com 
PORTSMOUTH The Ascension and St Saviour, Society
Parishes under the Bishop of Richborough. The Ascension PO2
0JG, Parish Mass 11am. Low Mass: Thursday 7pm. St
Saviour PO2 8PB, Parish Mass 9.30am. Low Mass: Monday
10am, Wednesday 11.30am, Friday 7pm. Solemn Evensong and
Benediction (last Sunday) 6pm. Modern rite, traditional ceremo-
nial. Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 02392439711
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk
PRESTON St George's, (PR1 2NP) -  'Preston's Hidden Gem'.
Affiliated to The Society under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Burnley. Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass. For Daily Masses see
website. Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC (01772 755125 or
dacraven@hotmail.com) www.sgp.org.uk  or 
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyr preston
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, affiliated with The
Society. Sunday:  Parish Mass 10.30am; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Of-
fices (Mattins, Evensong ) and Daily Mass (except Mondays, check
website for times). Compline daily online at 9pm. Regular study
groups, see our website.  Parish Priest Fr.David Harris 0118 957
2831. sgiles.vicar@gmail www.sgilesreading.org.uk 
REDDITCH St.Peter's Church, Crabbs Cross, Littlewoods, 
Redditch, B97 5NJ -  Services: Sunday Sung Mass 10am, Thursday
Said Mass 10am. Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222
ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am, 9.30am, 10:30am. Contact: Parish Office
01 424 447784 www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury. We
can be found in St. Martin’s Church Street just over the inner city
ring road.  Walk up St. Ann Street from the Close and through the
tunnel.  A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet.Sunday: Mass at 8:00am, Parish Mass at 10:30am.  For
further information about the Daily Office, weekday mass and
confession see www.sarumstmartin.org.uk. or call
01722503123.  Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher. 01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, Parish affili-
ated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid  and Hilda and under the Episopal
Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 11am with refresh-
ments to follow. Evening Prayer and Benediction as announced.
Weekday masses: Thursday 10.15am. Major Festivals times vary.
Fr David Dixon 01723 363828  
frdavidstmart@gmail.com  
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk

SEAHAM: COUNTY DURHAM Parish of The Society in
the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. S John, Seaham Har-
bour SR7 7SA  (with All Saints Deneside & S Mary’s Sea-
ham)  Sunday 11.00am Solemn Mass & Sunday School.  9.30am
Sung Mass All Saints (9am 1st Sun )10am Sung Mass S Mary’s
(1st Sun). 5pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction S. John’s (2nd
Sun). Mass Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9.30am & Tues 6pm & Thurs 12pm
noon S John’s, Sat 10.30am S Mary’s.  Confessions by arrange-
ments with Priests. Clergy: Fr Paul Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496, Fr
Chris Collins 0191 5817186. 
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
SY1 2JH (near Shrewsbury railway station). A Society Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass
10.30am. Daily Mass and times of confessions: contact the Parish
Priest, Fr Simon Sayer CMP: T: 01743 357862.  
allsaintscastlefields.vicar@gmail.com
SNEINTON, NOTTINGHAM St Stephen’s with St
Matthias. Services Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am.  Contem-
porary Worship Wednesday at 7pm. Rev John Blakeley Priest in
Charge. Mobile 07368 697 292  Email john@ststephens.info

SOUTHAMPTON, St.Barnabas, Lodge Road (off Inner Av-
enue A33 London Road). A Society Parish (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcomes you.  Sunday Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Church-
warden 023 8067 1883 

SOUTH SHIELDS, St Michael and All Angels, South
Westoe, NE33 3PD. A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley.  Sunday: Mass (BCP) 8am and Sung Mass
11am. Evensong and Benediction, first Sunday of the month,
5pm. Weekday Masses: Monday 9am, Tuesday 6pm and Thursday
11am (BCP). Contact Fr Mark Mawhinney SSC: 0191-454-8060 
fathermarkmawhinney@gmail.com

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass,  Last Sunday of the
month - 10.30- 12 noon "Messy Church" in the hall for children
and families,  6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday of
month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish Priest:
Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Society Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon. No
service, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am Parish Prayers online, Thur
11.30am, Fri 6.30pm. Confessions after any Mass by appoint-
ment. Fr Kevin Palmer - Parish Office - 01782 313142 -
https://www.facbook.com/stmaryandstchads  
SUNDERLAND St.Aidan, Ryhope Road,Sunderland ,SR2
9RS. A Parish of the Society under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Beverley. Weekday Masses: Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
1pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 7pm and Saturday 9.30am.
Holy Rosary Monday 6pm. Confessions Sat 6.15 pm or by ap-
pointment.  Parish Office; Thursdays 6.00-6.45pm. Contact: Vicar
Fr David Raine SSC: 0191 5143485, 
farvad@sky.com
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Bever-
ley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm, Mass
7pm. Weekdays Mass 10.30am Mon and Wed, 7.30pm Thurs,
7.30am Fri, 10.00am Sat. Rosary 7.15pm Thurs,6.15pm Sat. Con-
fessions 6.30pm Sat, or by appointment. Parish Priest: Beresford
Skelton CMP SSC  0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk Visit our Facebook page
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Society in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Weekdays Low Mass: Monday and Tues 7.30am,
Wed 7.30pm, Thurs 10am, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am.  For further in-
formation please contact Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270.
Churchwardens: Linda Roots 020 8644 7271, Carolyn Melius 020
8642 4276
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark’s; 11am S. Luke's.
Daily mass as advertised.  Contact  01793 538220 
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy.  Musical tradition.  Sunday Serv-
ices 8,10 & 6.30.  Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar. See
website for full details of services and events holytrinity-
taunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday Parish Mass 9.30am. Dur-
ing the vacancy, please check times on 'A Church Near You' or
contact Churchwardens: Annmarie Hinde 07940 991306 or Glenis
Darby 07958 371611

TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael,
Tividale Road B69 2LQ and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road B69 1LL. A So-
ciety Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's), Sunday
School 2 pm (Holy Cross). Contact  Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384 257888
frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches . Sun-
days: THORNTON St Mary Sung Eucharist 9.15am. MAR-
TON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Sung Holy Communion at 4 pm.
Rector Fr. Robert Findlow. Services may vary therefore please
refer to website bmtparish.co.uk or contact Fr. Findlow on
01282-788621 robert.findlow@leeds.anglican.org

Continued on next page
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wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook, Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. A Society Parish. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr
Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of As-
sisi, Friar Park WS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday Morn-
ing Mass at 10.00am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am,
Wed and Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern
Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning
gem of a church beautifully restored. Parish Priest: Fr Ron Farrell
SSC: 0121 556 5823 Visit us at
www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Society Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily Mass and
Office. For further information see our Website: 
www. stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Graham Road, Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Parish of the Society under the pastoral care of the Bishop of

Beverley. Sunday 10:30 AM  Sung Mass. Evensong 6pm Third
Sunday. Tuesday 10am  Low Mass. Traditional Church of England
Parish in the Diocese of Chester, visitors always warmly wel-
comed. 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12709/
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewswestkirby/

wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco-
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Tue and Thur).
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934 204217 
fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Office 01934 415379
allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website 
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road DT4 0BJ Under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Oswestry. Sundays: Morning
Prayer 9.45am, Sung Mass 10.30am (creche and Sunday school
from 10.00am), Evensong and Benediction 5pm (BST) or 4pm
(GMT). For daily service times see www.stpaulsweymouth.org or

ring Vicar: Fr.Gregory Lipovsky on 07796 963703 or
stpweymouth@gmail.com

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am. Weekday Said Mass : Thur 12 noon. Contact: Church-
warden: John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: office@holytrini-
tywinches ter.co.uk

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Society
Parish. Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am [1st Sunday], Sung or High
Mass 5.30pm, Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Feast Days are ob-
served on the Day. Visitors to this beautiful medieval church are
always welcome; the church is normally open during daylight
hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop
of Richborough. Sunday:  Solemn Mass, 11.00 am  Weekdays:
please see www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk  Contact:  Fr
Harri Williams SSC,   01328 821316 

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMSociety Parishes  King-
standing St Luke 0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360
7288, Small Heath All Saints 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha
0121 449 2790, Washwood Heath St Mark &  Saltley St Saviour*
0121 328 9855

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYSociety parishes  Deal St
Andrew 01843 654 102 , Folkestone St Peter 01303 680 441, Har-
bledown St Michael 01227 479377, Maidstone St Michael 01622
721123, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 654102, Rough Common
St.Gabriel 01227 479377

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury,  Fr.Stephen Sheridan  01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr. John Leal SSC 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth Ken-
rick 0161 4830675; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, vacant (con-
tact:Mr.Paul Nelson, Churchwarden 0151 6326623)

FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYCoventry Centre: St John the
Baptist (Fr Dexter Bracey 024 7671 1687); Holbrooks: St Luke (Fr
Simon Oakes 024 7668 8604); Radford: St Nicholas (Fr.Andrew
Coleman 024 7636 6635); Ansty: St James & Shilton: St Andrew (Fr
Andrew Coleman 024 7636 6635); Nuneaton: St Mary the Virgin
(Fr Roger Butcher 024 7638 2936).

FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, In Interregnum,
contact: Sheila Cotton, 01 246 292538;  Derby: St Anne, Parish
Priest Fr.Giles Orton SSC 01168 827101 frgilesorton@fastmail
.fm ; St Bartholomew and St Luke: Fr.Leonard Young SSC 01 332
342806; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St James: Fr Geof-
frey Borrowdale 01246 232 486; Long Eaton St Laurence & Ilkeston
Holy Trinity Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 0115
9464060 fatherdlm@icloud.com; Staveley St John Baptist with
Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones,
01 246 498603  

DIOCESE OF EXETERFiF Recommended Parishes: Abbot-
sham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 470447; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr.N.Debney 01
626 681259 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr.B.Rabjohns 01392 677150; Great Tor-
rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Vacancy-
Churchwarden - 01 805 623328; Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber,
Fr.N.Debney   01 626 681259; Paignton St John the Baptist with
St Andrew & St Boniface Fr.N Knox - 01 803 551866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 240119; Plymouth
Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St Francis, Hon-
icknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey

01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission Community
Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym ; St Mary the
Virgin, Laira; St.Simon, Mount Gould, Vacancy - Church answer-
phone 01 752 664191; Plymouth Discovery Mission Community,
St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark, Ford Fr. R. Silk – 01752
562623; Plymouth  St Gabriel, Peverell Park Churchwarden
077528 51525; Torquay St Martin, Vacancy 01 803 327223;
Torquay St Marychurch vacancy;  Torquay St John with Torre All
Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754

DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD, Society ParishesAldershot St
Augustine, Fr William Perry - 01276 609498, Hawley Holy Trinity
and All Saints, Fr.William Perry - 01276 609498. - For further
contact details  and details of all activities, events etc  in both
parishes, visit the church web sites  
www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk 
and  www.parishofhawley.org.uk

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF LEEDSBelle Isle &
Hunslet St John & St Barnabas, Sunday Mass 11am,  Vicar:
Fr.Chris Buckley CMP  07858 427796; Cross Green St Hilda, Sun-
day Mass 0930 Vicar: Fr.Darren Percival SSC 07960 555609; Hare-
hills St Wilfrid, vacant: Sunday Mass 10am contact Lynne
Dransfield [Churchwarden] tel: 0113 2730323

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
Group (Louth) Fr.McEune 07411 761883; Edenham ( Bourne)
Fr.Martin 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine vacant contact
Mr.A.Walmsley 01472 825761; Lincoln, All Saints: Fr.Noble 01
522 524319 Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205
362734; Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029;
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All
Saints (Kirton) Fr.J.Underhill 01 205 362734; Non-petitioning
parishes information: South Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; North Lincolnshire- Fr Noble - 01 522 524319

FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, Soci-
ety, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644; Lower Broughton The As-
cension, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton
St Mark, Society  Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 0535; Failsworth
Holy Family, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161 681 3644;
Hollinwood St Margaret, Society, Fr Tom Davis - 0161 681 4541;
Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, Resolution, Fr.Robert Eloff - 01 942
673519;  Lightbowne St Luke, Society, Fr.Paul Hutchins - 0161
681 364; Little Lever St Matthew, Resolution, Fr.John Wiseman,
01 204 700396; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, Resolution
Fr.Steven Smith - 0161 624 2005; Moss Side Christ Church, Soci-
ety, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James
with St Ambrose, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624
4964; Peel Green St Michael, Society, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991;
Prestwich St Hilda, Society, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Roy-
ton St Paul, Society, Fr.Graham Hollowood - 0161 624 4964; Sal-
ford St Paul, Society, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Swinton and Pendlebury St.Peter, St.Augustine, All Saints ,Soci-

ety, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 727 8175; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Au-
gustine, Society, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary
Magdalene, Society, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St
Crispin, Society, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints, Godshill,
and St Alban, Ventnor vacant; Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour
on the Cliff, Shanklin, vacant; Portsmouth: The Ascension, North
End, Fr.Benjamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711; Southsea Holy Spirit,
Fr.Russell Lawson 023 9229 6364; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr.Ben-
jamin Weitzmann 023 9243 9711

FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Sung Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am;
Gravesend, Perry Street, All Saints, Sung Mass 10am; Higham St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 9am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 11am Sung Mass;
all contact details from Fr Clive Jones 01634 711019, 07946
867881 or frclive@tiscali.co.uk

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANSSociety Parishes Bedford St
Martin, Fr.Norwood  07886 276467; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Bur-
ton 020 8950 1424; Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr.Brown
07867 494688; St Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582
583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Cookley St.Michael and All Angels, Fr.Jonathan Olanczuk, 01 502
470079, 9.30am Mass (3rd Sunday in Month) ; Ipswich St Mary at
the Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45am-
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, Fr Richard Hume 01709 231326;
Goldthorpe SS John and Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hexthorpe St Jude, Fr Richard Hume 01709 231326; Hick-
leton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr
Parker 01226 749231; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr. Morri-
son 01 709 582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 07530921952;
New Bentley Ss Philip and James, vacant; New Cantley St Hugh, Fr
Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant; Ryecroft:
St Nicholas vacant; Dalton: Holy Trinity, vacant; Doncaster Ss
Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr. D’Silva 01 302 784858; Sheffield:
St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-
West 0114  2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, Fr.Knowles
0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142
665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact
clergy for Mass times, etc)

FiF, DIOCESE OF TRUROFalmouth St. Michael, Penwerris Fr.
Michael Oades 01326 341304; Truro St. George the Martyr, Fr.
Christopher Epps 01872 278595
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e Society of the Faith
Annual Liddon Lecture 2022

In the wake of  the Covid pandemic: reflections
on the life and practice of  the church catholic

Rev Dr Charles Bell, Fellow of Girton College,
Cambridge, and Academic Clinical Fellow with
King’s College, London, and South London and

Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust.

Further information and details of how to view
the lecture available via: 

www.societyofthefaith.org.uk

STEPHEN BELLION 
Formerly

HOWELL & BELLION
CHURCH ART RESTORATION 
CONSERVATION : DECORATION : GILDING

2 Longford Place Pennington 
Lymington Hampshire SO418FS 

Website : stephenbellionchurchart.com.uk
Email : stephenbellion@yahoo.com

Telephone : 01590 671733 Mobile: 07706347577

Part-time Lay Workers
e Parish of Swindon New Town

A confident laity, equipped for mission and evangelization, is
at the heart of our vision for renewal in Swindon New Town.

To drive our plans forward, the PCC is seeking to appoint to
four part-time lay worker posts. ese are funded through 
Innovation Funding for three years.  

ey will be a central part of a team of lay people and clergy
working to renew and expand the parish’s mission aivity, 
focusing reectively on:

(1) Children and families;
(2) Young adult disciples in their 20s and 30s;
(3) the Goan community in Swindon; and
(4) Social aion;

ese posts are part-time (from half to one and a half days a
week), though two could be combined into one role for the right
candidate.  e salary is based on £30,000 p.a. pro rata.

You can find out more at: www.bristol.anglican.org

To discuss further, please contact the parish priest
Fr Toby Boutle, SSC frtoby.swindon@gmail.com

Closing date:  noon on Tuesday, 18th October
Interviews:  Monday, 7th November 

People with disabilities or from Black, Asian and minority ethnic
backgrounds are under-represented in our diocese so we particularly

encourage applicants from these groups.
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Associate Vicar / Mission Priest
e Parish of Swindon New Town

Swindon New Town serves central Swindon, with three
churches, a chapel and ambitious plans to grow and renew its
service to the community. 

We are looking to develop and implement a distinctively
catholic vision for mission and evangelization, and this new post
of Mission Priest – to work alongside the Incumbent – is a key
component of these plans.

We are praying for an outward-looking, mission-minded priest,
with a deep love of the catholic faith and called to urban min-
istry.  He will play a leading role in finding creative ways to grow
our congregations, and to serve the community by means true
to the parish’s missionary origins.

With Innovation Funding from the Church nationally, this
major new mission project will also see the appointment of a
team of four lay workers. anks to further support from the
Additional Curates Society, five years’ funding is in place for the
role of Mission Priest.

is post is full-time and offers a four-bedroom parsonage 
situated within the parish.

You can find out more at: www.bristol.anglican.org

To discuss further, please contact the Incumbent
Fr Toby Boutle, SSC frtoby.swindon@gmail.com

Closing date:  noon on Tuesday, 27th September
Familiarization:  Monday, 31st October

Interviews:  morning of Tuesday, 1st November

People with disabilities or from Black, Asian and minority ethnic 
backgrounds are under-represented in our diocese so we particularly 

encourage applicants from these groups.



H
ow can a supposedly all-powerful, all-loving
God permit evil and suffering on a grand scale?
One vital reply found in various faiths runs as

follows. Granting the incompleteness of an argument
should not be seen as implying that it lacks worth. If we
bring a model derived from a computer program or the
natural sciences to the problem of pain, we will end up
in trouble. If on the other hand thoughtful believers say
that they have certain core beliefs, and an intimation of
how they might hang together – or certain tools that seem
productive in what will probably be an abiding quest –
then perhaps this path will be far more appropriate to the
matter in hand. 

Does the landscape perhaps look a little different in
this light? Only the chronically insensitive – namely
those wedded to an arithmetical model of doing things –
suppose that horrors including the
slave trade, the caste system and
the gulag can ever be retrospec-
tively vindicated in a straightfor-
ward way. The same applies to the
death from dysentery of a baby in
Africa today. Pain is not ‘God’s
megaphone to the world’, in the notorious expression –
later taken back – of C.S. Lewis. Once more, there is a
limit in principle to what can be achieved by rationalistic
discourse. The ground on which the argument develops
will be moral and practical to a high degree. It can never
be circumvented by logic alone. Ask reflective Jews,
Christians or Muslims how to square the circle, and they
are likely to insist that the resources of faith do not pro-
vide a demonstrative solution to questions about the vol-
ume of suffering in the world, but rather a resolve never
to abandon the way of love. 

They may also say that there remains a place for mus-
cular philosophical thinking in appropriate contexts side
by side with other approaches. To start with, it is essen-
tial to know what the three Abrahamic faiths say about
God’s standing vis-à-vis the world. Classical theism
does not picture God as a director – still less an engineer
or watchmaker (as deists and some Christians influenced
by deism hold) – who wound up a spring and retreated
to let creation take care of itself. Adjusting the analogy,
God is not another powerful piece on the chessboard or
a character in our drama, but more like an author in rela-
tion to his or her characters, namely on a different plane
altogether. 

That means creation is held to be going on here and
now: not in the sense that the world requires constant
tinkering from on high (material reality has its own co-
herence described by the laws of physics), but because
God holds everything in being moment by moment at a
deeper level. Among the implications of these tenets are
that God is therefore not observing us from a distance

ruminating on whether or not to get closer. Divine in-
volvement in creation is already deeper and more inti-
mate than we can imagine. While activated by God,
however, the world is different from him – hence our free
will – and what is not God will by definition be subject
to imperfection, decay, collision, conflict. Viewing their
respective doctrines in the round, believers can infer that
God’s role is neither to cause tragedy nor to resolve it by
our own canons of resolution. His relation to strife lies
instead in the resources he offers for transfiguring it and
taking it forward.

Though brief and pitched at the general reader, The
Hardest Problem includes reflection on prayer, miracle
– and the coherence of belief in God as such. One of the
most impressive messages I received as my researches
developed came from a priest caring fulltime for his

wife, who lives with a severe dis-
ability. Knowing that he had pre-
viously served as a school
chaplain, I asked how he handled
students’ questions about whether
God responds to petitions for help.
Many people plainly seek divine

intervention on all sorts of levels – from sending rain for
crops to aiding the chronically sick. 

‘My response was twofold,’ he replied. ‘Firstly that
I would prefer the kind of prayer that offers up worries
about the drought to the kind that asks God to turn on the
tap. There’s a scriptural warrant for that kind of prayer
(see 1 Peter 5:7) and as a spiritual director I encourage
such explicitness partly because it helps to externalise
the concern or worry. Secondly I made the obvious but
important point that what might help a drought-stricken
farmer might be a disaster for the householders down the
valley whose homes could be flooded if his prayer were
answered. My grandmother’s reproof of selfishness –
“You’re not the only pebble on the beach” – also got
quoted. I don’t expect the universe to be run for my per-
sonal benefit or convenience. I believe in God, not in
Santa Claus or the Tooth Fairy. As regards the issue that
most faces me personally with questions regarding
theodicy – [my wife’s] neurodegenerative condition –
my prayer is not for a healing miracle but for the spiritual
resources we both need to deal with it. Thus far, I find
those prayers are answered.’

Rupert Shortt is a research associate
at the University of Cambridge and
was religion editor of The Times Lit-
erary Supplement from 2000 to 2020.
The Hardest Problem: God, Evil and
Suffering is published by Hodder &
Stoughton (£14.99). 

u AFTERWORD u
Acclaimed author Rupert Shortt introduces ‘The Hardest Problem’

ND

God’s role in relation to strife 
lies in the resources he offers for

transfiguring it and taking it 
forward
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W
here would
we be with-
out music?

Music enriches life in so
many ways: it is thrilling
and joyful to make, and
can be life changing to
listen to. Perhaps music
of all creative activities
lends itself to participate in the life
of the Spirit. Singing, especially in
worship, opens up avenues of ex-
pression for the praying heart and
mind. St Augustine famously
wrote in is commentary on Psalm
72 ‘he who sings prays twice’. Au-
gustine’s reference to psalmody is
a reminder that all the psalms were
written to be sung. Movingly, in
his Confessions (which recount his
journey to faith in Christ) Augus-
tine recalls the effect of the singing
of the congregation in Milan:
‘those sounds flowed into my ears
distilling the truth in my heart. A
feeling of devotion surged within
me, and tears streamed down my
face- tears that did me good.’

It is important to note the wis-
dom of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church on this topic. It
outlines three principal criteria:
‘beauty expressive of prayer, the
unanimous participation of the as-
sembly at the designated mo-
ments,’ ‘in this way they
participate in the purpose of the
liturgical words and actions: the
glory of God and the sanctification
of the faithful’. I draw attention to
the necessity of ‘unanimous partic-
ipation.’ Like many other readers
I do ‘enjoy’ attending Choral
Evensong, or even a Mass will
marvellous choral singing, but it
does not have, I suggest, the same
spiritual value as singing together.

There is also good reason to be
careful about the spiritual nature of
the experience of singing together:

football supporters and
rock gig crowds experi-
ence the same emotional
‘lift.’ There is a danger
in seeking a spiritual ‘leg
up’ by attending worship
merely because it is a
‘good sing’. Neverthe-
less, the experience of

the prayerful singing of thousands
in a setting like Taizé or Lourdes
clearly does the soul a power of
good! As in all things it is impor-
tant to ‘discern the spirits’ and
make sure one is not mistaking an
emotional high for a spiritual ex-
perience!

That is not to say that listening
to music in worship (or in any
other context) cannot strengthen
and inform our own life in the
Spirit. Although J.S. Bach’s great
choral works always included reg-
ular opportunities for congrega-
tional singing, they were primarily
written to be listened to. I once
knew a Sister in a religious com-
munity whose vocation began in
listening to a recording of a
Chopin prelude. The ancient
Christian Choral tradition has
grown out of and continues to en-
able rich and fruitful communion
with the Lord. I have known sev-
eral people for whom Choral
Evensong on Radio 3 has provided
spiritual sustenance in isolated and
challenging circumstances. A
priest friend of mine uses record-
ings of choral settings of the
psalms in his praying of the Of-
fices. There can be no doubt that
music is one of God’s greatest gifts
to us: it can have an almost sacra-
mental quality as a means of grace.
Through music the depths of the
heart and the heights of heaven
connect. Let us pray for guidance
to discern its place in our own spir-
itual lives.

u GHOSTLY COUNSELu

Andy Hawes 

Music & Spirit
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print off and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:
A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30 concessionary: £15
Family Membership: £42 concessionary: £21

i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
UK: £30           europe: £45           rest of the world: £55

i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
By TELEPHONE ONLy - MONDAy, WEDNESDAy OR THURSDAy, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................

TO: Forward in Faith, St Andrew Holborn, 5 St Andrew Street
London EC4A 3AF. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539

Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment

methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)

* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates

£22.50 for 1 month 
(up to 50 words)
£45 for 2 months           
£45 for 3 months

Series of advertisements in excess 
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month 
with every third month free

Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,

£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising 
Manager: Hanna Hart

email: advertising@forwardinfaith.com
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The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1Py    01243 782161

bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker 
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130    bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoffulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROViNCE OF CANTERBURy: EAST (EXCEPT CHiCHESTER,

LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans  AL3 4HE

01727 323021     bishop@richborough.org.uk
www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 / 07834 206317
bishop.tony@leeds.anglican.org

The Bishop of Lewes
CHiCHESTER

The Right Revd Will Hazlewood
Knowle Cottage, Knowle Lane, Halland, Lewes BN8 6PR

01273 425009
Bishop.Lewes@chichester.anglican.org

The Right Revd John Ford 
(formerly Bishop of The Murray)

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)

The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(formerly Bishop of Popondota)

The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)

The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)

The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)

The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS 
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)

The Right Revd Peter Wheatley 
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)

Bishops of
e Society classifieds

CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can pro-
vide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully

checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com


