


BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's.
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or
www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive, TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at 10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785

BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for”  Sunday Mass
11am. Secure Parking. Contact Churchwarden on 07854 147412

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church, Forward in Faith, ABC. Sunday:
Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday
Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat 9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary
Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon Robert McTeer SSC 01388
604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk

BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliffs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore ABC, Forward in Faith, SSWSH Parish. Vicar: Canon
Andrew Sage SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass
(Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy
access and loop. Tel: 01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk

BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck
Boston’s oldest Parish Church. Forward in Faith Parish under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low Mass
8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, offices,
benediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards.
Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliff Road, BH4 8BE.
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday:
8am Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial,
6pm Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with
Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202 911569;
Parish office 01202 766772. Email: afpear2@gmail.com

BOURNEMOUTH St Francis of Assisi, Charminster Road
(corner of East Way) A Forward in Faith Parish under the care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Low
Mass, Parish Mass 10am (Family Mass last Sunday of the
Month), Evening Service 6.30pm - first Sunday of each month. 
stfrancis11@btinternet.com.
www.stfrancis-bournemouth. org.uk

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, Forward in Faith,
ABC. Sunday: 11am Sung Mass and Sunday School; Weekday
Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri 6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction
5.30pm last Saturday of month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley
SSC 01388 814817

BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
centre). Sunday services: Low Mass 8.30am, Solemn Mass
10.45am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday Masses
8am (except Monday 7pm, Wednesday 7.30pm and Thursday
9.15am). Parish Priest: Canon Ralph Crowe SSC 01274 543957.
Resolutions ABC. English Missal/BCP www.st.chads.
dial.pipex.com

BRIDPORT St Swithun Resolutions ABC. Sunday: Low
Mass 8am; Sung Mass 9.30am, Evening Prayer and Benediction
usually on second Sunday 6pm. Weekday Masses: Thur 10am.
Enquiries should be made to the Churchwarden. Tel 01308
425375.

BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Fr Michael Wells 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s
(11am) Fr. David Clues 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr
Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Parish
Office 01 273 822284. St Paul’s (11am) Parish Office 01 273
822284. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)

BRISTOL Christ Church, Broad Street, Old City Centre BS1 2EJ
Resolutions ABC. Sunday 11am Choral Eucharist, 6.30pm Choral
Evensong with Anthem and Sermon. Georgian gem, Prayer
Book services, robed men and boys’ choir, Renatus Harris organ.

Tues, Thurs and major holy days: 1.05pm Eucharist. Regular
recitals and concerts (see website). During Interregnum contact
Roger Metcalfe, Churchwarden on 01275 332851
www.christchurchcitybristol.org

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Fri 9.30am. For Weekday
Services see website. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295 6411. Parish
website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk 

CARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am;
St Dyfrig and St Samson, Pentre Gardens Sunday: Solemn
Mass 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Graham Francis 02920 487777.
Associate Priest: Fr David Morris 029 2221 2177

CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction
(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
month). Contact: Fr Jeff Williams 01460 419527
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
Mass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm.
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12
noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur:
Mass 7.15pm. Fr Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486

CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7ANForward
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Office &
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org

COLCHESTER St Barnabas Church, Abbott’s Road, Old
Heath, Colchester A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC .
Sunday: Mass 10am (Sung). Weekday Masses: Mon 6pm, Tues
10am, Thur 7pm, Holy Days 7.30pm. Check website for other
daily services www.stbarnabasoldheath. wordpress.com
Vicar: Fr Richard Tillbrook SSC 01206 797481
fathercap@hotmail.com

CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. FiF ABC.
Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass 9.30am, High Mass
11.00am, Evensong & Benediction 3.30pm. Daily Mass Mon –
Fri 12.30pm, also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. Fr Ian Brothwood
020 8686 9343

DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire FiF Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All
resolutions passed. Sunday:  8am BCP Low Mass; 10am Sung
Mass.  Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On major festivals &
Saints' Days - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent Perricone 01380
501481

DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and
historically significant church with much Comper restoration.
Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley – all
resolutions passed. Modern catholic worship with a friendly
atmosphere. Sunday: 8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass.
Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (followed by coffee morning). Friday:
8pm Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard
ssc. (01302) 285316. fatherahoward@gmail.com

EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Forward in Faith Parish with
Resolution ABC. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am.

Daily Mass and Office. Details and information from Fr Jeffery
Gunn 01323 722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliff ABC, A
Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass.
Evensong 6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon.
Contact Father David Adlington or Father David Goodburn SSC -
tel: 01303 254472  www.stpeterschurchfolkestone. org.uk 
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
07736 711360

HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, Brougham Terrace. A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass,
Offices and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme
Buttery SSC 01429 273201

HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the
Shrine of OLW. Parish Priest: Fr Lockett SSC 01328 820030

KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham.
For further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Office
020 8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk

LEAMINGTON SPA St John the Baptist Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - all resolutions
passed. Daily Mass. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Parish Mass
9.30am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction (1st Sunday only)
3.30pm. Traditional Catholic Worship in a friendly atmosphere.
Parish Priest: Fr David Lawson SSC 01926 422208
www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington

LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF &
ABC) Sunday: Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction
6.30pm. Daily Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church,
with modern catholic worship, good music and friendly
atmosphere. Parish Priest: Canon Christopher Cook SSC 0151 733
1742 www.stagnes.org.uk

LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
parish in the Fulham Bishopric. A registered parish of the Society
of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Sunday  8am Mass. 10am Solemn Mass
Daily Mass and Offices. Father T E Jones SSC 020 7481 2985
www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, Lower Thames
Street (nearest Tube: Monument or Bank) Resolutions ABC. Mass:
Sunday 11am, refreshments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri
12.30. Visitors very welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr
Philip Warner rector@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk

LONDON N1 Holy Trinity, Hoxton Sunday: 10am Parish
Mass and Sunday School. Midweek Services: contact Fr Andrew
Newcombe 020 7253 4796

LONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward
in Faith, Resolution A,B & C, modern catholic parish. Every
Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with Junior
Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass.
Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and
other enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583

LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
10am; , Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshments.
Tube to Wembley Park then 83 Bus to Church Lane Contact: Fr.Jason
Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or
standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org

Continued on page 33
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Lead 
Story

Resolutions under the Declaration
As the CofE replaces Resolutions A, B and C, Adrian Pearce explains that Scripture and tradition
provide us with the map for the journey ahead

It is sometimes said that ‘women are from Venus and men
are from Mars’, the sexes seemingly to inhabit very
different worlds. e scenario of a man asking a woman

why she is so upset with him and the woman replying: ‘Well,
if you don’t know I’m not going to tell you’, whilst being
comical, is frequently a reality. Gender differences are oen
revealed in journeys. Apparently men won’t look at maps or
stop to ask directions; they know how to get from A to B.
Hours later and completely lost, it is the woman who gets out
the map whilst the man turns the car around! ank goodness
today for GPS machines.

Future direction
is year, the Church of England embarks upon a new
direction in its own spiritual journey. Resolutions A, B and C
are to be rescinded and the Bishop of
Richborough has asked that our
PCC votes to decide whether this
parish is to continue under his
pastoral care or whether it is to
return to that of the Bishop of
Winchester and to accept the ordination of women as priests
and bishops. It is about this that I have been asked to preach
and, having then done so, I encourage you to talk to your PCC,
with whom I have already spoken, to express your feelings
about your future at St Ambrose’s Church. e future
direction of this church, in this instance, does not lie with me
but with you and with your deciding vote through your PCC,
so please be sure to discuss this urgent and defining maer
with them. 

As Christians we are all on a journey needing direction. We
rely upon each other for help in this, and that was so from the
very beginning of the Church. St Paul highlights something
fundamental to what the Church is today; that it is a gi of a
received and an agreed faith, passed down through the
generations; a journey with a known beginning and a hoped
for end, but one that needs guidance and mapping.

Foundation of our faith
St Paul is clear that it is God who initiates the journey, as he
says it is ‘the power of God who saved us and called us…not
according to our works but according to his own purpose…
given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began’. It was for this
that St Paul declares he was appointed an Apostle, an office
we refer to today as ‘Bishop’; one who oversees the Church,
steering it in the way that the Lord has revealed it to be, and
he issues a warning to the Church of his day: ‘Hold to the
standard of sound teaching…the good treasure entrusted to
you’. He makes it plain that Jesus has laid the foundation of our
faith and that the Church’s direction comes from him and
from those whom he has appointed as Apostles. St Peter too

answers his questioners when they ask him on whose authority
he acts. Filled with the Holy Spirit he tells them that it is in
the name of Jesus and he reminds them that ‘the stone that
was rejected by you…has become the chief cornerstone’.

What we have received through Christ and his Apostles is
the map that guides our faith-journey now, and the authority
we are called to follow today, just as it was in St Paul’s time.
Taking any other starting point or route diverts us away from
Jesus and is guaranteed to get us lost.

Recent division
e Church of England, only recently since 1992, has been
divided over this received authority concerning the question
of whether or not it is God’s will that priestly and episcopal
orders should, aer two thousand years of existence as a male

preserve, be opened to women as
well as to men. It is sad that the
Church has had to endure division,
not only between denominations
over the centuries, but also, through
this very issue, within our own

Church of England today. e subject is both deeply
contentious and divisive and I perceive that the problem has
arisen from the erroneous conflation of two different sets of
arguments whose starting points arise from distinctly different
premises.

Eliminating prejudice
In today’s world, it is right that we stand against prejudice and
inequality and I rejoice that we live in a country that advocates
equal opportunity amongst the sexes and races which
constitute society. at women should receive less pay than
men for doing the same job is shameful. at women should
be prejudiced against from entering certain occupations is also
equally shameful. e law of the land rightly addresses all such
instances of inequality in order to eliminate the ignorance
which fosters prejudice. Civil and constitutional law provides
a framework of direction for men and women, black or white,
able-bodied or disabled, to enjoy parity and equality of life and
work.

Significant difference
So can the same arguments be applied to the Church? Well,
there is a significant difference in that the Church is in the
world but it is not of it. Ordained leadership is not a maer of
one’s choosing, but of God’s calling.

When Christ chose the Apostles to establish the Church in
his name, he selected twelve men, representing the twelve
tribes of Israel; the Goels record their names. Now if I had
been Jesus, I would have included in my selection, Mary, his
mother, for she is the supreme example of faith and without

what we have received through
Christ and his Apostles is the map
that guides our faith-journey now
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her ‘yes’ to God’s call, the covenant of redemption between
God and humanity would not have been possible. I would also
have included Mary Magdalene for she was such a close friend
of the Lord’s and is the prime example of someone who has
turned their life around in obedience to God. ere are also a
number of other women whose faith and faithfulness shines
considerably brighter than the ‘rag bag’ of men, eecially
Judas, whom Jesus chose. So it remains a mystery to me why
the Lord selected as he did, but then I don’t have the mind of
God. It isn’t my task to map out the route to salvation; it is
mine simply and obediently to follow it.

Obedience to God’s will
It is said by some that Jesus was a product of his time and
culture, and that today he would have chosen differently. at
argument is untenable because Jesus was an exceptional
lawbreaker in his time and was certainly not constrained by
either the cultural or the religious mind-set of the day. He lived
and dined with prostitutes and adulteresses and with women
who were deemed ritually unclean. He spoke to Samaritan
women; those considered to be outcasts from the Jewish faith,
and he received water from one of them. All of these incidents
would exclude Jesus from acceptance within the culture and
religion of Judaism and would have breached many Gentile
codes of conduct too, but that didn’t worry him in the slightest.
His thinking and aions were not moulded by the culture of
the times.

is Jesus who turned the religious, social and cultural
‘tables’ upside down is understood, by Christianity, to be God,
not just two thousand years ago but now and evermore. e
example he set then was also for the world to follow now and
for the future. If we don’t accept that, then the only conclusion
we may draw is that God in Jesus Christ, who was and is and
is to come, made a mistake and got things wrong. If that is the
case, then we are following a fallible God and the foundation
of our faith is worthless and, if that is also the case, the
Scriptures are not representative of God’s will today, and the
tradition of the Church, founded upon those Scriptures, is
nothing more than a construct of human fallibility founded
upon the teachings of a God who was seriously mistaken. If I
believed that to be so, I would have packed up and gone long
ago and bought myself some normal shirts!

It isn’t mine, or anyone else’s
place, to either rewrite Scripture
or to reinvent the way in which
God has revealed himself to us
through history. In our obedience
to God’s revealed will, as the
Goel puts it: ‘we have done only what we ought to have done’.
Disobeying his revealed will must therefore mean doing what
we ought not to have done.

e Resolution
I have been asked what it means for us as a church to be
described as ‘Forward in Faith’ and, in particular, what
relationship that bears with the Resolution under the House
of Bishops' Declaration which is to replace the current
‘Resolution C’ that we have passed. For those who are unclear,

‘Forward in Faith’ is a Church of England organization which
arose in 1992 to uphold the traditional Christian adherence
to what the Bible teaches as well as an adherence to the
traditions of the Church which have their foundation in
biblical revelation. ‘Resolution C’ and its successor, the new
Resolution, declares that, because we have no divine mandate
to remodel the Church in alignment with secular legalism, but
do have a duty of obedience to the revealed will and word of
God in Scripture and tradition, that we cannot accept that
there is any God-given authority to legislate for the
consecration of women to the episcopate. e Resolution
upon which we are to vote, therefore, defends the infallibility
of both God’s revealed will and word, and of our right to be
obedient to Christ’s teaching now as when Jesus and his
Apostles walked this earth.

Choosing our route
William Tyndale was the first translator of the Bible from its
original languages into English. What Tyndale was not was a
re-writer of those scriptures. He worked tirelessly to produce
a faithful and an accurate translation, being careful not to
distort or corrupt the meaning of the original words to
accommodate the whims of the secular world of his day.
However, if the Church of England falls into that trap and
proclaims that these new innovations, such as we have seen
with the recent legislation to consecrate women in the
episcopacy, then we also have to accept that Christ made a
mistake and that the Church’s teaching has been completely
wrong for the last two thousand years, but we can’t have it both
ways and we have to choose which route we follow. We have
Scripture, tradition founded upon that Scripture, and the
power of reason to interpret both of these pillars of faith. e
new Resolution, replacing Resolutions A, B and C, defends the
integrity of our received faith. 

Losing the connection
If consecration of women as bishops is not the will of God,
then they are not ordained and those whom they then choose
to ‘ordain’ as priests are also not ordained and the historical,
spiritual connection and authority which validates and
confirms the future priesthood of the Church is lost forever
and the Church’s sacramental life is killed. St John tells us:

‘there will be one flock, one
shepherd’.

So, the journey we take as
Christians has a start and a finish
in Jesus Christ, and the map for
the journey from that start to that

finish is provided by both Scripture and a tradition which has
evolved from God’s word, and we read that map with the God-
given gi of reason which enables us to discern truth from
fiction in God’s revealed will and word.

Cementing our position
e Church of England is a very small part of Christendom;
the Orthodox Communion of the East and the Roman
Communion of the West form, by far, the majority of the

ordained leadership is not a matter of
one’s choosing, but of God’s calling

continued on page 35



Another place where we have profound differences is the
connection between liturgy and culture. Our world places a
premium on learning about, appreciating and placing on an
equal value level all cultures, cultural expressions and, even,
increasingly, all religions. This ‘Universalism’ is a direct result
of the Enlightenment values of the
eighteenth century which were, after
all, at the heart of the foundation of
our country. Most of the so-called
Founding Fathers of the US were very
much in this tradition. It led, in turn,
to the Unitarian-Universalist
movement of the nineteenth century, and fed into the Liberal
Protestant traditions of the twentieth century. It has found its
secular echo in our current culture. While we would naturally
wish to endorse respect for other cultural and religious
traditions, if we take this philosophy too far, we end up with
an untoward embarrassment about our own culture and
without an appreciation or sometimes even a knowledge of
Western religious tradition and its Christian history. 

Lack of knowledge
This has resulted in some very odd manifestations: a recent
article in a Catholic newspaper about a senior honours student
who didn’t know who Charlemagne was (but had done a
senior paper all about the Upanishads), students at Boston
College who couldn’t give a definition of the Incarnation, but
had spent a semester in religious studies studying different
varieties of Islam, and finally a recent guided tour I took with
some friends in the Cloisters, which was meant to elucidate a
few interesting issues in medieval art and architecture. This
tour, obviously taken almost entirely by educated and cultured
people with a special interest in the topic, produced some
extremely strange questions about the most basic Christian
doctrines and for that matter some of the most basic Christian
signs and symbols in art.

The only true Faith
Obviously to the medieval person, this would all have seemed
bizarre. It was taken for granted that Christianity was the only
true Faith, and in the West that the Papacy was God-given and
had both a spiritual and temporal right to authority. With the
Crown, it was the foundation of the feudal system, and as such
anchored everyone else’s place, even the Sovereign’s. When the
Sovereign and the Pope fell out, as with Henry II in England,
or even, cataclysmically, with Henry VIII, there were seismic
consequences all over society. This translated also to culture,
and the Western European certainly believed he was culturally
superior to the Eastern European, to heretics like the Cathars,
and of course to Muslims and Jews. 

The good side of this absolute certainty was that the culture

had the confidence and authority to create social structures
and wonderful works of art and architecture, music and
performance. The bad side was that lack of respect and
knowledge of other cultures and faiths led to violent
interaction, and hundreds of years of violence, not only

between Christians and Jews and
between Christians and Muslims, but
among Christians of different beliefs.
Obviously, this heritage continues even
today, and is hardly a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Christianity, as militant
Islam makes clear. Christian

participation in these attitudes and particularly in such violent
interactions is a cause for continuing shame, but it is no less
so in any other religion.

Authenticity and dedication
In the liturgy, this dynamic also had consequences. It meant
that there was absolute authenticity and dedication to the
principles behind the liturgy for musicians, artists, architects
and textile makers. They had complete confidence in what
they were doing. Even those who were themselves hardly
paragons of virtue or piety, and had what would have been
regarded perhaps as irregular lives, were believers. As the

the western cultural tradition
became self-sufficient,

confident and authoritative

The Mass of the Ages 
– medieval liturgy, modern world, part III
In the third instalment of his article, Barry E.B. Swain SSC concludes his reflection on the medieval world view

6 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2015



July/August 2015 ■ newdirections ■ 7

Western cultural tradition began to separate more and more
from Eastern Europe, and in places like Spain and Eastern
Europe where it engaged with Islam, took a more militantly
separate stance, it became self-sufficient, confident and
authoritative. In architecture, this led from the fortress-like
appearance of Norman and Romanesque churches to the
much more open and fragile Gothic style, full of glass and
beautiful details. A Norman Church like Durham Cathedral
or Vezelay is about defending one’s self, one’s family and
belongings against the darkness outside, and keeping God in
with you. A Gothic church like Westminster Abbey, Salisbury
Cathedral, Chartres, Cologne or especially the Sainte-
Chappelle in Paris floods light in from the outside world and
reaches for the sky, transporting us to God. I suppose it could
be argued that the development from Plainsong to Polyphony
suggests the same kind of movement.

Changes in the buildings
One of the main changes we see in the liturgy is reflected in
the buildings in which they take place. In the Early Church,
from the time of Constantine in the mid-fourth century down
to perhaps the ninth century or so, the church buildings were
basilican, based on the Roman basilica or law court. As in law
courts, the church was set up with the priest-celebrant sitting
in front in the magistrate’s place. Churches were all-seeing,
everyone could see everything from every seat, and could hear
the proceedings from anywhere. A sense of awe and mystery
prevailed – everyone faced East, awaiting Christ’s coming
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, which was
expected from the East, the sun rising. Many churches in
Rome and elsewhere are still like this (San Clemente in Rome
for example and the Pope’s Cathedral, the Lateran Basilica, and
the magnificent churches of Ravenna).

By the year 1000 or so, this had begun to change. In the
East, what we would now call Orthodox Churches began to
erect screens to screen off the
sanctuary or presbytery area from
the view of the congregation. This
increased the sense of ‘otherness’
and the awe and mystery of the act
of consecration in the Mass. In the
West, screens also became
common, often, but not always, completely solid as in the East,
but very effectively delineating the areas and marking out
different places for clergy and laity. 

The Christian pilgrimage
In the medieval West, the Gothic church building actually
taught the worshipper about the Christian pilgrimage. The
nave, where lay Christians sat, was like the Church Militant
here on Earth, still striving towards God. The choir area where
the choir, who were normally at least in minor orders, was like
Purgatory, moving towards God, seeing and hearing more of
him, but not quite there still. The sanctuary, used by the sacred
ministers, and housing the Tabernacle, where God himself
was, symbolized Heaven itself. The arrangement of relics of
the Saints around the Tabernacle further accentuated this,
suggesting the Saints in Glory worshipping God. 

This church arrangement persisted until the late sixteenth
and early seventeenth centuries when Baroque ‘all seeing’
churches began to be built. One of the first was the Gesú in
Rome, the mother Church of the Society of Jesus. In the
nineteenth century, in the wake of the Oxford Movement in
the Church of England and the accompanying influence of
Pugin in the Roman Church, medieval style churches began
to return. This lasted until the Sixties when many modern
churches began to be built again as ‘all seeing’ churches, and
even in designs which were round or featured completely new,
and often dispiriting and ugly, arrangements, such as altars in
the middle of the church.

Need for critical evaluation
It is not wrong that the liturgy reflects who we are as Christian
people, and it is quite understandable that we bring to it much
of our own daily life and our understandings. It would be quite
strange if that were not the case. It is fairly easy for us to look
back hundreds of years and judge objectively what were the
salient features of the worshipping Church in, say, AD 500 or
1066 or 1350 or 1900. We can decide that we approve of
certain features and disapprove of others. But this is doing our
ancestors a disservice, it is blinding ourselves and it is
intellectually dishonest. For in doing so, we assume that our
concerns and objectives are unqualifiedly correct in all
respects, and that we know best how to worship God. This can
scarcely be true. 

It remains then for us to evaluate critically at all times how
we are worshipping God, how true we are remaining both to
the deposit of the Faith and the Holy Spirit of God, but also
to look appreciatively at the worshipping Church both in other
places in the world and also in other times. They do do things
differently in the past, it is a foreign country, but we cannot
assume that it has nothing to teach us. Even if we find that we
believe we are doing things better today, the past and its

differences may still have much to
teach us. It is also, of course, always
just possible (a hard saying though
that may be for twenty-first-
century ears) that the past got
something right, whose value we
have somehow lost.

Canon Swain is the Rector of the Church of the Resurrection,
New York City, Spiritual Director of the SSC in the Americas, Vicar
of the SSC Chapter of St John Fisher (which includes New England,
the Canadian Maritimes, and the Middle Atlantic), Superior-
General of the Guild of All Souls, an Honorary Canon of St Peter’s
Cathedral, Koforidua in Ghana, and St George’s Cathedral, Ho, in
Ghana. He is American Commissary for the Church in Ghana, and
received the Star of the Order of the Living Rosary from the Most
Revd David Hope, Lord Archbishop of York, Master of the
Guardians of the Shrine at Walsingham, in recognition for his work
for the Shrine. The Order’s membership is limited to fifteen. He was
previously Rector of St Clement’s, Philadelphia, and Curate of the
Church of St Mary the Virgin in Times Square. He is a graduate of
The General Seminary in New York, and was previously Princess
Louise Lecturer in Latin & Greek in McMaster University,
Hamilton, Ontario, where he was doing his Ph.D. degree.
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On St Columba’s Day, 10 June 2015, the Rt Revd Glyn
Webster, Bishop of Beverley (as an Assistant Bishop in in
the Diocese of Liverpool) ordained Fr Daniel Howard to

the priesthood at St Columba’s Anfield. It was an occasion marked
by mutual generosity as well as integrity. 

The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool, in cope and mitre,
processed in and out alongside the Bishop of Beverley, each carrying
his pastoral staff. After giving the opening greeting, Bishop Glyn
thanked Bishop Paul for the arrangements he had made for the
service, and this was greeted with prolonged applause. Also present
and robed were the newly ordained priests of the diocese, whose
ordination in the Cathedral Fr Howard had attended, and the
female Area Dean, who answered affirmatively the questions about
Fr Howard’s suitability and vocation. 

The Bishop of Liverpool preached this sermon, read the address
about the office of priest which begins the Liturgy of Ordination,
and gave the blessing. Only priests in full communion with the
ordaining bishop and the ordinand joined in the laying on of hands
and concelebrated the Eucharist. 

This inspiring and uplifting occasion, in which bishops, clergy
and laypeople of differing views joined together to worship God and
celebrate the ordination of a new priest, was one of great
encouragement that charity and generosity can be held together
with integrity, to the mutual flourishing of all.

We are grateful to Bishop Paul for permission to print his
sermon.

The main thing
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.’

In this sermon I am going to talk about four priests and
about their Lord. 

Firstly, Fr Ralph. When my mother died, Fr Ralph Crowe
came to do the funeral visit. Fr Ralph came because we were
part of the people of God at St Chad Toller Lane Bradford,
and my father kept the garden around the church there. Fr
Ralph as some of you will know has been Vicar at St Chad’s
since 1969, that is for 46 years, saying Mass daily and using the
English Missal as he does to this day, in his only incumbency.
He is 83 years old now, but when my mother died he was in
his 40s.

My father had relied on my mother all his life to do the
practical things, and when Fr Ralph came he was flustered and
he said – ‘oh you’ll want some tea, I’ll have to get you some,
I’ll –’

Fr Ralph said ‘I don’t want a cup of tea, Jack, sit down. I just
want to talk about Freda.’

As they spoke – I’m Jack and Freda’s son, I was there, I had
been ordained five years or so – I
saw in Fr Ralph what it was to be a
pastor, how to cut through the
Englishness and talk about the
main thing. 

It was Fr Ralph who, when I went to see him to say that I
wondered whether I might be called to be a priest, gave me a
little book of Catholic devotion – The Sanctuary of God, I have
it here – and said to me ‘Don’t worry, Paul. If God wants you,
he’ll have you’.

An Irish firebrand
So, Fr Ralph. And then Fr Colum Cille.

When 3,000 people died, Fr Colum Cille left Ireland and
went to Scotland. The 3,000, according to later legend, were
killed in the battle of Cul Dreimhne – tradition states that
Colum Cille disputed with St Finian of Moville over a psalter.

Colum Cille had borrowed the book
from St Finian and had copied the
manuscript, intending to keep it, but
St Finian disputed his right to keep
the copy. From this and other

Point us to Jesus
The sermon given by the Bishop of Liverpool at the ordination of Fr Daniel Howard

Colum Cille left Ireland to atone for
his sins and to engage in mission

and evangelism in Scotland

The Bishops of Liverpool and Beverley receive a first blessing from the
newly-ordained Fr Daniel Howard.
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conflicts, says the legend, came that
battle, the battle of Cul Dreimhne, the
battle of the book, 3,000 killed, and two
years later, they say, Colum Cille left
Ireland to atone for his sins and to
engage in mission and evangelism in Scotland. The rest is not
legend but history. Colum Cille means ‘Church Dove’;
Columba, this church is named for him; this is his feast day.
He died in the same year Augustine came to Canterbury, 597.
Cut through the Englishness, this man never touched it, he
was an Irish firebrand who went to Scotland, a great
evangelist, a shaper and a renewer of the church in these
islands. And he turned from the battles of the book to the
main thing.

Fr Ralph, Fr Colum Cille. Then Fr Arthur – that is, Fr
Arthur Stanton.

His only post was as Curate at St Alban’s, Holborn from
1862 to 1913, so he was there for 51 years.

A time of struggle
In the days of Fr Mackonochie St Alban’s had its own battles
of the book, in this case the Book of Common Prayer and the
Canon Law, and although in this case 3,000 people did not die,
it was a time of conflict and struggle for the Church as the
defenders of a Catholic understanding sought to make their
way, and Fr Stanton was in the midst of all that, and he sought
and received no preferment but to be a curate and a pastor,
and someone wrote this about him:

‘He was always spending and being spent in the service of
others, and the poorer, the more miserable and – humanly
speaking – the more worthless they were, the more he gave
himself for them. He once said to me: ‘I would lay down my
life for the roughs’.’
Fr Stanton was once asked what he hoped might be carved on
to his tombstone. His answer was this: ‘He preached Jesus and
only Jesus.’

All about Jesus
And once he went to Oxford to meet undergraduates and
ordinands and he is reported to have said this to them:

‘Some people think our religion began with Henry VIII. Oh
no’ (shaking his head); ‘we want a religion older than that. We
want the old Catholic Church. We want to go right back to the
Lord Jesus Himself – ‘foreordained before the foundation of
the world’.’

And then as he was closing, ‘Now, my dear boys, some of
you I know are going to be priests. Now when you are priests
teach your people to love the Lord Jesus. Don’t teach them to
be Church-of-England; teach them to love the Lord Jesus
Christ.’

Cut through the Englishness. It’s all about Jesus.

Richness
Fr Ralph, Fr Colum Cille, Fr Arthur. Moving to the margins,
and turning away from battles of the books, and a great work
of God in simplicity.

And finally Fr Daniel. Not yet a priest, not quite. But when
Bishop Glyn and your brother priests gather around you in a

moment you will join this company,
this large and troubled and Godly
company, the people of God, in this
Church of England Catholic and
Reformed. And I commend to you the

lives I have mentioned and I say to you, and to your brothers
here, the Church of England needs you and the richness you
bring. A richness that calls you to love your people and to
immerse your life in their lives, and that calls you to cut
through the Englishness and to remind us all that it’s about
Jesus.

A belonging and a praying
Ten years ago I was at a meeting at Lambeth Palace and in the
course of the meeting Fr Philip North, now Bishop Philip
North, said ‘Catholicism is not a style.’ Not a style, Daniel. Not
a style of speaking, not a style of chasuble, not a style of liturgy.
Rather it is a belonging, and a praying. Belonging to a
worldwide and an ages-long tradition, and praying for a deep
unity, and an overcoming of strife, and a pointing to Jesus. To
Jesus Christ who said to his disciples, ‘Do not be afraid, little
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.’ To Jesus Christ reflected in the faces of Fr Ralph, Fr
Colum Cille, Fr Arthur, Fr Daniel.

My last word is for you, Daniel. In your priesthood you will
stand in this tradition, and within it you will be yourself as a
priest who loves the Lord Jesus. I charge you; point us all to
him.

Fr Stanton sought and received
no preferment but to be a

curate and a pastor
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Low Church
I sing of alms and the man
In the charcoal suit
At Matins (1662) somewhere
On the eastern side of England,
e Low Church side –
Excepting Walsingham.

Just as he is without one plea
But extraing money from you and me.

e black and white vicar in his scarf and hood,
Prophesies it would be good
If I gave my life to Jesus.
But I did that long ago to Sanctus bells
Among colours, lights and mystery
And the erotic glance of Mozart

We are, said the black and white vicar,
To adjure such things as
Idolatry, the very marks of the beast.

He and his churchwarden
And his charcoal congregation
Do not require Transubstantiation.

ey celebrate their own most holy sacrament
Every Sunday at precisely 11.58 –
e solemn elevation of the collecting plate.

Peter Muen
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On leaving Heathrow, having flown back from three
months in the Diocese of The Murray, the over-
riding impression is of congestion and

claustrophobia on the overcrowded and slow-moving roads.
How very different from South Australia with its wide open
spaces, and its spacious and low-rise towns and villages. 

Sense of space
In fact this spaciousness, and freedom, appears to apply to
almost everything. Homes, including rectories and vicarages,
are roomy with a real family hub at their heart, but with so
many different spaces for each family member to work, rest
or play. And this sense of space carries over to lifestyle too –
more relaxed and in so many places marked by an
extraordinary spirit of generosity, hospitality and warmth.

That, at least, has been our experience of the first quarter
of this year spent teaching a new programme of formation for
ordinands and candidates for
ordained and authorized ministry,
providing continuing ministerial
education for clergy, and, in the places
where we have stayed, presiding at
Mass, preaching and offering pastoral
care.

Life of faith
In terms of geography the Diocese of The Murray is vast,
bigger than Wales and taking six hours to drive from north to
south. In population it is small. Its largest settlement, Mount
Gambier (itself the second city of South Australia), has just
45,000 inhabitants. In this large rural area with its varied
environment and sunny climate, communities are for the most
part just that – communities where it is possible for people to
really know one another. It is also the setting for an interesting
and exciting project to create an expression of the local church
which is fitted to its culture whilst being faithful to tradition. 

The freedom and space that characterizes other aspects of
life are here also a mark of the life of faith. South Australia was
never a penal colony with the whole structure of the

‘established church’ which tended to go with this. In fact it was
the only part of the continent to be colonized by free settlers,
many of whom were dissenters seeking freedom of expression
in church structure and belief. The legacy of this is not only
that Anglicanism has no privileged position; it is frequently in
any community the third or fourth denomination in terms of
numbers. But this also gives the diocese an extraordinary
freedom, which may enrich not only its own life but also
provide lessons for the Anglican Communion as a whole.

Vision for growth
The Diocese of The Murray was created nearly 50 years ago
out of the Diocese of Adelaide. Apart from four parishes on
the southern end of the city with a total population of 110,000

that are part of the Murray, Adelaide
retained the urban areas, the majority
of the State’s population and most of its
wealth. At its foundation it was poorly
endowed, has at times had to struggle,
and particularly in the past decade has

Taking the Plunge in South Australia 
Bishops John Hind and Michael Langrish reflect on a recent experience in the Diocese of The Murray

we encountered a deep hunger
to grow in Christ, and for good

teaching and pastoral care
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been through very hard times. 
The appointment of Bishop John Ford, the current bishop,

came at a ‘make or break’ point in the Diocese’s life. Into this
situation he has come with a clear vision for growth – in
discipleship, ministry and mission. And it is so exciting to see
how the parishes and pastoral districts have begun to respond.
At the beginning of last year around 700 people turned out at
six locations around the Diocese to hear their bishop outline
a road map for the future in which he highlighted seven areas
where the Diocese needs to grow. They included a vision for
evangelism, worship, lay and ordained ministry, a ministry
with children and young people, a vision for social
responsibility, Christian giving and stewardship and a
partnership in the Gospel. People were invited to join with
him in ‘Taking the Plunge Together’, a programme which
began in Lent and concludes at Pentecost this year. Plunged
into the waters of baptism each was called to grow God’s
Church together! And that this has begun to happen we have
seen with our own eyes. 

Planning the way ahead
Each parish and pastoral district
has audited its life in the light of the
road map, and has drawn up its own
mission action plan to be agreed with the Bishop as their way
ahead. A discipleship formation programme, ‘Following Jesus’,
has been introduced. A hoped-for 60 participants in Year 1

became in reality a staggering 600, of which probably 500
finished the programme. Further excitement and anticipation
has flowed from two visits by Fr Damian Feeney, the most
recent being for a vibrant conference on ‘Leading your church
into growth’. 

Vocations
In so many places we encountered a deep hunger to grow in
Christ, and for good teaching and pastoral care. Frequently
people spoke of a resurgence of faith and a return of hope, one
of the signs of which has been an upsurge in those being called
out for ordination, or for a variety of lay ministries. This was
the main reason for our time in the Diocese. In order to
respond quickly and effectively to this growth in vocations, a

need for priests where currently only 15 stipendiary clergy are
available for deployment across the Diocese, and very few local

resources, Bishop John has put in
place a local programme of
ministerial education training and
formation. It lasts for seven years,
but candidates are ordained to the
diaconate or priesthood during this

time as the rightness of this is discerned in each case. 

Intense and demanding
Our task was to deliver the first two modules in two different
parts of the Diocese, and in both cases the ordinands were
supported by committed groups of lay people eager to share
their journey into deeper understanding. Bishop John Hind
taught Patristics 1 – an introduction to the foundations of
Christian doctrine, and Bishop Michael Langrish taught Holy
Order 1 – the foundations of ecclesiology and the theology
and practice of ministry; between us covering a wide sweep of
Biblical Studies, Doctrine, Church History, Ethics,
Ecclesiology and Pastoral Theology. It was very intense and
demanding – for them and for us! But it was such a joy to see
people so avid to learn, and so very much on a journey of faith
and vocation. From an ordination being a rarity in this Diocese
over the past ten years, this year Bishop John will be ordaining
four men to the diaconate, as well as one priest. 

we return convinced of the need for
three or four well-formed and
younger priests to hear the call



Relevance and vitality
Whilst it is good to see local growth in this way, we return to
the UK convinced also of the need for three or four well-
formed and younger priests to hear the call to ‘Come over and
help us’ in the next few years. For those who do and respond

in this way, they will find a diocese which is young, growing,
missional and testimony to the continuing relevance and
vitality of that vision of the universal Church which so often
feels under threat wherever ‘provincial autonomy’ is exalted
above the common faith of the Church. The joy of sharing in
a Chrism Mass where all priests may, and do, still concelebrate
with their bishop as one, of sharing with Bishop John in
confirming young people in three centres across the Diocese
on Easter Eve, using a rite shared by all, is something that
many of us have not experienced for very many years.

Chance for discussion
Thanks to the hospitality of Forward in Faith, Bishop John will
be in the office in Gordon Square all day on Tuesday 4 August.
If anyone is at all interested in meeting him to talk about his
Diocese and its exciting future, please email him –
bishop@murray.anglican.org – and fix a time for a
conversation. We realize that being August some people might
not be readily available. However, Bishop John would be
delighted to hear from you in any event and there are a few
people here who hold a Commission to be his representatives
in the UK with whom you could be put in contact to discuss
things further.
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The Mother of the Lord was there, as she so often was,
mostly quietly in the background, pondering things
in her heart, making sure everything was all right.

Did you note yesterday that she was there when you
celebrated Pentecost? 

St Luke tells us she was there after the Ascension of the
Lord with the eleven apostles. ‘When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.’

Glimpses
So, she must have been there on the day of Pentecost. ‘When
the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place.’ 

Mary would have been there. Apart from the birth
narratives and the visit to Jerusalem when the Lord is twelve
years old, we only really catch glimpses of her. But enough to

know she is often there, not pushing
herself forward, but there: there at
the wedding feast at Cana of Galilee,
quietly drawing her Son’s attention to
the fact that the wine has run out,
accepting his assertion that this is not

the time, but still seeing him do what she knows needs to be
done; there when Jesus is speaking to the crowds, accepting his
assertion that his blood family is nothing special, that every
disciple is as close to him as his family; there when he hangs
on the Cross, accepting that she is to be given as mother to the
beloved disciple, to the Church. Now Mary is there, when the
Holy Spirit is poured out upon the Apostles, at the birth of the
Church, the Holy Spirit whose gift, our Lord Jesus Christ, she
bore in her womb for nine months and carried in her arms
after his birth and after his death as he was brought down from
the Cross.

The old man Simeon’s prediction had been fulfilled that a
sword would pierce her own soul also. She suffered with her
beloved Son our Lord Jesus Christ; now she was to reign with
him in glory. Through darkness and light, in shadow and
sunshine, through thick and thin, in pain and sorrow, in joy
and triumph, Mary is there, there with her Son, there with the
Church.

Here with the Church, as we celebrate all that our Lady
means to us, and all that our Lady has meant to us through
English history.

Richard II
There is a particular moment in our national history that is
reflected in the remarkable story of Westminster Abbey.
Many kings and queens of England and of the United
Kingdom have loved and adorned the Abbey, where they had
been crowned and where many of them would be buried.
Behind the Abbey’s high altar, near the Shrine of St Edward
the Confessor, king of England from 1042 to 1066, are buried
medieval kings including Richard II with his queen. Richard
inherited the throne in 1377 at the age of ten from his
grandfather Edward III and reigned for only twenty-two years
until his deposition by his cousin Henry Bolingbroke who then
reigned as Henry IV.

he placed his Kingdom under our
Lady’s protection, in thanksgiving

for having regained it 

Through thick and thin
The Dean of Westminster reflects on Our Lady’s steadfast presence in the life of Jesus and in the life of the
Church



Our Lady of Pew
Richard II is not held out as the most shining example of
kingship but one thing is sure: he was a man of immense piety,
who loved the Abbey. The Wilton diptych, which you will
have seen in the National Gallery, depicts him, surrounded by
saints who had altars in their honour in the Abbey, offering
his kingdom to our blessed Lady as her dowry. His connection
with the Abbey is still cherished.

In 1377, the Countess of Pembroke endowed a chantry
chapel for masses to be said for the soul of her dead husband
in a niche beside the chapel of St John the Baptist. She gave for
the chapel an alabaster image of our Lady, which my
predecessor the wonderful abbot Nicholas Litlyngton named
Our Lady of Pew, a copy of the royal shrine to Our Lady of
Pew in the Palace of Westminster, probably meaning Our Lady
Puissant, the Virgo Potens, Our Lady of Power.

Order restored
A few years later, in 1381, King Richard II suffered great
anxiety as a result of the Peasants’ Revolt, a major uprising
against a poll tax. Wat Tyler and rebels from south-east
England amassed at Blackheath and threatened Richard’s
reign. Later the king would meet a delegation at Smithfield.
The chronicler  gives a vivid description of the manner in
which the young king Richard II
prepared to meet the rebels:

‘Richard II on the Saturday after
Corpus Christi went to Westminster,
where he heard Mass at the Abbey
with all his Lords. He made his
devotions at a statue of  in a little chapel that had witnessed
many miracles and where much grace had been gained, so that
the Kings of England have much faith in it.’

The rebellion failed and order was restored. The King saw
this as a miracle granted through the intercession of our Lady,
and sought to encourage her veneration at Westminster. He
placed his Kingdom under our Lady’s protection, in
thanksgiving for having regained it. ‘This is your Dowry, O
Holy Virgin; therefore rule over it, O Mary.’ Richard
refurbished the chapel in the Abbey.

A new statue
On 10 February 1399, he issued this proclamation: ‘The
contemplation of the great mystery of the Incarnation has
brought all Christian nations to venerate her from whom
came the beginnings of redemption. But we, as the humble
servants of her inheritance, and liegemen of her especial
dower, as we are approved by common parlance, ought to excel
all others in the favour of our praises and devotions to her.’

The image of Our Lady of Pew was removed from the
Abbey at some point, although the colouring of the niche
always preserved the place where the image had been. Then
on 10 May 1971, following the initiative of a private
benefactor and the work of Sister Concordia Scott of Minster
Abbey on the Isle of Thanet, a new alabaster statue, modelled
on the statue of Our Lady of Westminster in Westminster
Cathedral, was enthroned in the niche. Carved on its back is
the prayer of our Lord Ut unum sint, that they may be one. A

flourishing ecumenical Society of Our Lady of Pew maintains
the devotion.

A beautiful image
All this is well and a blessing. But in that same small chapel,
there is one remarkable carving from Richard II’s reign that
has remained unchallenged and unaltered in the past 635
years. Visiting the Abbey, if you turn off the north ambulatory
around the Shrine of St Edward and open the fourteenth-
century gates into the little chapel of our Lady of Pew with
their prickets for the candles of the faithful, and stand in front
of Mother Concordia’s image, then look up. On a boss above
your head is a beautiful tiny carved image of our blessed Lady
in red, her hands clasped in prayer, surrounded by six cherubs,
kneeling on the cloud that is taking her to heaven: a
fourteenth-century image of the Assumption of our Lady, in
Westminster Abbey, undisturbed by Protestant reformers in
the sixteenth century, puritans in the seventeenth, deists in
the eighteenth, revisionists in the nineteenth and modernists
in the twentieth century. Through thick and thin, she lifts to
heaven the hearts and minds of any willing to look up from
their daily cares and preoccupations and focus their minds
instead on the goodness, beauty and mercy of almighty God.

Our Lady, he was sure, answered the call in trouble of
Richard II, who gave his kingdom to
the Lord’s Mother as her dowry. No
monarch or government has since
revoked that dedication.

Just as our Lady in her lifetime on
earth was true through thick and thin

to her beloved Son our Lord, so we may be bold to say she has
been true through thick and thin to the body of Christ, the
Church of which she is the Mother.

Praying with confidence
Just as, through times of good fortune and of ill fortune in our
national life and in the life of the Church, her image has been
steadfast and unchanging in the coronation Church at the
heart of our nation, often unremarked, always there, so we can
and should pray with confidence that her intercession and her
example will bring renewal to our Church and, in our nation,
new tenderness of mutual regard.

And just as she showed the Lady Richeldis a spring of water
that has quenched the thirst and cleansed the spirits of
countless pilgrims through a thousand years in this holy and
beloved place, so she may refresh us and all those for whom
we pray on this our pilgrimage day with a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.

This sermon was first preached at the National Pilgrimage to
the Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham on 25 May 2015
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she lifts to heaven the hearts and
minds of any willing to look up

from their daily cares

As previously announced, New
Directions will not be published in

August. The next edition will appear
in September.
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It is said by some that it is impossible for us to flourish in
the Church of England, the naysayers and peddlers of
negativity would have us all pack up and give up. We have

however a great opportunity for Catholic Mission in our
Church of England and to encourage the faith and spirituality
of the people of our parishes. With desire for spiritual growth
in mind the parish of St Stephen’s Lewisham asked Fr Damian
Feeney to visit the parish last year to speak about the
possibility of us holding a Fan the Flame Mission. In May this
year that first tentative and prayerful enquiry bore fruit in a
five-day mission. Our Mission week was led by Fr Mark
Gilbert and Canon Jo Gavigan who guided the parish team
through the week and offered encouragement to them to tell
their stories and share experiences. The week is very much in
the hands of the local mission team who work with the visiting
missioners who act as teachers and facilitators.

Structure
If you have never been to a Fan the Flame Mission service, the
structure is very simple. The evening begins with praise and
prayer with a testimony or reflection on faith by a member of
the community. This is followed by a time of teaching and
then a period of response with ministries offered. The teaching
takes a congregation back to the basics of the Christian faith
and encourages them to rediscover their zeal for what drew
them to Christ and what sustains them on their Christian

journey. The teaching begins with a session on baptism and
moves through the Saints and Our Lady to forgiveness and
reconciliation, and finally the last session teaches about that
central act of our Christian life, the Mass. For those parishes
who have an experience of Walsingham some aspects of the
week will be familiar. There is an opportunity to reaffirm
baptismal vows, to be anointed and to receive the laying on of
hands. 

There are two very powerful aspects of the Fan the Flame
week. The first is the way in which people open up. By the end
of the mission people are clamouring to give their testimony
and to speak about their faith. Many beautiful stories were
told and a real sense of sharing with the Christian family was
expressed by those who spoke. Secondly, the week has an
emphasis on what Christian vocation is all about. People were
invited to pray with one another and to take part in the
ministry of the laying on of hands. This is a powerful
expression of the Christian life of prayer and reminds that we
can and should offer to pray with people and not be afraid to
mention God to them.

Fanning the Flame
Philip Corbett reflects on opportunities for mission and spiritual growth in our parishes

by the end of the mission people are
clamouring to give their testimony

and to speak about their faith



Reinvigoration
I can heartily recommend a Fan the Flame mission to parishes
in our constituency. The time is now to seek to reinvigorate
our parishes with teaching and prayer. We have a great work
ahead of us but we have been called and challenged to flourish
and we must take up that challenge. A Fan the Flame mission
will be a time of challenge but most importantly it can be a
time of reawakening, a time when we can see what our
Christian life is really all about. As a priest I was greatly
encouraged by the mission as it reminded me what matters –
we are called as our forebears were to preach the Catholic faith
to this land to promote our sacramental life. So do not listen
to the naysayers but rather begin to fan the flame of faith in
our parishes so that we can live out our vocation of calling all
men and women to the love of God in their lives.
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Arthur Middleton on the role of the preacher in the writings of St Basil

faith of
our
fathers

St Basil is concerned about the role
of the preacher in preaching. The
first point he makes is that this

preacher must have a certain degree of
authority when he is delivering the
message. He gets this authority not on
his own, but precisely as a ‘calling’ from
the Holy Spirit, through the
Christian community’s ordination.
Preaching and ordination are closely
connected. One does not truly
preach to those who do not
recognize this authority; the choice,
i.e. the ‘worthy’—which is shouted out
at ordination by the people—is involved.

When this authority is in good
order, then the preacher proclaims, as St
Basil says in On Psalm 48, as a herald, as
an apostle, and as the lips of Christ. The
priest who preaches is totally to be
identified with the proclamation, so that
he and it become one. St Basil
emphasizes this: ‘I bring back to you the
tidings the Spirit taught me, and I say
nothing of my own, nothing human’ (On
Psalm 48, 2).

Preacher and proclamation
This identification with the
proclamation has other im plications for
St Basil, and certainly for the
contemporary preacher. In his Moral
Rule 70, for example, St Basil says the
con tents of the message must be
exemplified in his own life: ‘The
preacher must himself possess what he
brings’ and ‘one must not put constraint
upon others to do what he has not done
himself.’ 

Finally, ‘the preacher of the word
should make himself an example to
others of every good thing, practising
what he teaches.’ In fact, in the 37th
section of Rule 70, he says that the
preacher, who is the judging eye of the
community, has to be prepared himself
to stand scrutiny and judgment ‘by the
very people who are entrusted to him.’

Daily living
In his Epistle 150.4, Basil says: ‘The
instruction of how to lead a Christian
life depends less on words than on daily
living.’ Thus, he is not only preacher of
the word, but the servant of the word. St

Gregory Nazianzen says the same thing:
‘How can we induce somebody to accept
an opinion which is different from that
which we have taught by our life?’ On
the proclamation itself, in his Moral Rule
70, St Basil warns of some impediments
to the preaching of the Word. 

Impediments
First, the preacher must not flatter the
hearers, satisfying their own pleasures.
Secondly, he must not abuse his
authority either to insult them or exalt
himself over them.

Thirdly, he must not imagine that he
himself is credited with preaching, but
that he is a ‘co-worker’ with the Spirit. 

Fourthly, he must not put himself at
the disposal of those who pay special
attention to him, i.e. he must not preach
in order to receive ‘favours.’

Wholeness
Finally, in his Rule 70, St Basil brings us
very practically to the wholeness of the
preacher of the Word. We need a
‘boldness’ in proclaiming and bearing
witness; we need continuous prayers for
the growth of those who receive our

words; we need periodic visitations
aimed at strengthening the receivers;
we need spiritual and material
assistance for the hearers who need
it. Basil is insistent that the priest,
who is the preacher, should live a

sober and chaste life, for such a life
speaks louder than words. The
preacher’s life must be conformed to the
doctrine if his preaching is to have any
effect.

We see clearly how this is a ‘ministry.’
Finally, St Basil says: ‘He who teaches
should set before himself this aim: to
bring all to a perfect man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
yet each in his own order.’

the preacher’s life must be
conformed to the doctrine if his
preaching is to have any effect

ND

Leer to the Editor
I am writing to express my concern at the announcement that in future the
magazine will not be published in January or August. My reasons are twofold.

While most Forward in Faith members will have lots of contact and no doubt
mutual encouragement from fellow members in the larger cities, this is certainly
not the case in the smaller towns and rural areas of the UK, where the monthly
arrival of New Directions is a vital lifeline – indeed, oen the only contact with
orthodox Anglican belief and praice which a member of Forward in Faith will
have. In the diocese where I reside there are, to the best of my knowledge, no
priests in post who are orthodox in belief and praice, and the Scoish Episcopal
Church makes no provision at all for traditionalist believers, whether clerical or
lay. In fact, most traditionalist believers up here are not made to feel welcome in
their parish churches. New Directions is therefore a vital link.

Secondly, while peace for the most part appears to have broken out in
England, the future of traditional orthodox belief and praice for future
generations has still to be secured. Monthly copies of New Directions being sent
to each English diocesan bishop is a constant reminder of our existence, and is
an integral part of the process of building an Anglo-Catholic future. It should
not be jeopardised in any way. Indeed, we should be taking every opportunity to
spread the word that Forward in Faith is here to support traditionalist Anglicans.

In conclusion, I can only urge all fellow members of Forward in Faith to go
out of their way to recruit new members, as this will, in time, I trust, remove the
financial deficit and permit New Directions to appear in every month once again.

Ian M. Mier 
Galashiels, Selkirkshire
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There is no doubt that our spiritual lives
are being manipulated by the intense
changes in patterns of living and working
taking place in our society. I talk
frequently with people of all ages who
are trying to find a sustainable pattern of
life: a pattern or rule which will have
their spiritual life as the centre or
bedrock. Those at work seem to work
harder than ever and those with families
are swept up in the ceaseless and
scattered activities of children and
grandchildren. Sunday seems to be the
victim of so many pressures that for
many people the prospect of regular
Sunday worship seems an impossible
dream.

There is, however, something of
allowing oneself to be the victim in all of
this and not tackling the problem with
enough energy. I notice that the Golf
Club in our parish has a queue for the
gates to open every Sunday at 7.00am. It
is still the case that we are masters of our
own priorities. In the end we do what we
want to do. There is much talk about the
Christian life being ‘counter-cultural’;
this usually refers to ethics and lifestyle
choices. But the most ‘counter-cultural’

aspect of the Christian life is the concept
of ‘sacrifice’. we are called to live
‘sacrificially’. To ‘serve the Lord your God
with all your mind and with all your
strength’ is the first commandment.
‘Sacrifice’ is bound to another counter-
cultural trait in the Christian character:
‘commitment.’

One interesting aspect of the little
survey in our parishes (which I
mentioned last month) was the insight
into Sunday worship. Those who came to
church less than once a month were
asked a subsidiary question; ‘is it difficult
for you to come to church on a Sunday?’
The answer was found unanimously
ticking the box which said ‘not really.’
From this I deduce that there are better

things to do – other consumer choices.
The question for us all is: are ‘sacrifice
and commitment’ qualities that are not
required any more? 

The first question Jesus asks in John’s
Gospel is to Andrew and the other
disciple: ‘what do you want?’ This is
always the prior question in any
exploration of the Christian life, of prayer
and life in the Spirit. In our society which
is so adept at creating wants and needs
for us to consume, it is important to keep
asking oneself: ‘what is my deepest
essential want and need?’ I doubt that it
is found in shopping centre or the gym.
If this is too much of a challenge, let us
resort to that most unpopular demand,
‘obedience’. Remember: ‘six days shalt
thou labour and do all that thou hast to
do, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord your God. In it thou shall do not
manner of work.’ Remember also: ‘You
shall have no other gods but me’ and ‘do
this in remembrance of me.’

‘Lord help us so to know you that we
may truly love you, and to you love you
that we may truly serve you, whose
service is perfect freedom in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.’

Ghostly
Counsel

A living sacrifice

Andy Hawes is Warden of
Edenham Regional Retreat House

devotional Praying the Creed
Austin Farrer

‘Praying the creed’ was the first
chapter in a Lent Book
published by Faith Press in

1955. A second edition was published in
1958. They are suggestions for turning
the Creed into prayer. This short book
on the Apostles’ Creed is one of Farrer’s
very best, and perfectly expresses his
personal union of doctrinal and
devotional theology. Here we have a
prayerful approach to Christian doctrine
and belief. Here, he is not so much
concerned with objective facts but on
subjective involvement, commitment
and prayer, not so much with what is
going on in the head but what is going on
in the heart in relationship with God –
the seeking of truth through the heart
rather than the head – what the early
Christian teachers described as putting
the head into the heart – isn’t that what
happens when two people fall in love? So
it is when you fall in love with God. 

Here, his rule is: ‘No dogma
deserves its place unless it is prayable,
and no Christian deserves his dogmas
who does not pray them.’

Prayer and dogma
No doubt the way of prayer is your way
of establishing conviction and belief that
you may not have thought of in quite
this way or that it works like this. Farrer
is saying that prayer and dogma are
inseparable. ‘They alone can explain
each other. Either without the other is
meaningless and dead. If he hears a
dogma of faith discussed as a cool
speculation, about which theories can be
held and arguments propounded, the
Christian cannot escape disquiet. ‘What
are these people doing?’ he will ask. ‘Do
not they know what they are discussing?
How can they make it an open question,
what is the country which they enter
when they pray?’’

The active use of faith
‘The truth of Christ is living truth... It is
not merely conceptualizing in the head.
Truth will do much for us unknown to
us, clear ing our eyes, and purging our
heart, when we seem to be observing the
merest custom of prayer when we give
ourselves to listening to God. The often

truth will shine and strike us: ‘What
have I been thinking? What have I been
missing? How could I be such a fool, to
forget Jesus in my friends, and to see
them as so many claimants, rivals, bores,
obstacles, instruments? Such a fool (but
it was worse than folly) as to turn
steadily from the will of God, which
alone is my bread and sunlight and
breathable air, and fill my hours with
self-seeking?’ Then we are broken-
hearted and then we rejoice, broken-
hearted at what we have refused to see,
but rejoicing more, because we see it;
and we go on in our prayer to express
some rudi ments of love for our
neighbour and our God, and devise
some way for giving that love effect.’

‘Prayer is the active use or exercise
of faith; and the creed defines the
contours of that world on which faith
trains her eyes... No dogma deserves its
place unless it is prayable, and no
Christian deserves his dogmas who does
not pray them.’

Edited by Arthur Middleton
ND



This small town west of Limoges, once famous for its tanning
industry, has a splendid and spacious Romanesque church begun
around 1070 and consecrated on 21 October 1100, with a few later

additions. When the tower over the crossing collapsed on 15 December 1922,
it was duly rebuilt (1). Within the church, your attention is taken by a fine
selection of medieval statuary which includes the patron saint himself (2).

Most notable, though, is the shrine of St Junien, once part of the High
Altar, but now standing alone in the middle of the choir. Its East side features
a mandorla containing the figure of Christ blessing,
with figures of the symbols of the Four Evangelists at
its corners (3); the mandorla on the long North side
contains the Virgin and Child with a dozen figures
from the apocalypse (4). The south side has twelve
more elders from the Apocalypse, as well as the Agnus
Dei supported by two angels; above them is the entry
to the chamber that once contained the relics of St
Junien (5).

Saint Junien
1

3
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Our opponents will doubtless have been
hoping that the appointment of a former
Chief Nurse as Bishop of Crediton would
tempt us to joke about terminal pastoral care
or reprise Kenneth Williams’ role in Carry On
Matron. We are sorry to disappoint. Dame
Sarah Mullally is a woman of ability, has had
a distinguished public service career, has had
fourteen years of ordained ministry (six as a
team rector), and is still only 53. Those who
believe women can be bishops will
understandably rejoice.

Her appointment does, however, have
wider significance – unrelated to her identity
or even her sex. Its ultimate cause is Bishop
John Ford’s departure from Plymouth (to
which her predecessor was translated). There
is now definitively no traditional Catholic
bishop in the Exeter Diocese, and in the entire
Southern Province none living west of
Reading or north of St Albans. The Bishop of
Ebbsfleet must now attempt – no longer just
temporarily – to provide episcopal oversight
for 150 parishes in twelve dioceses (and
isolated Catholics in a thirteenth). The Bishop
of Birmingham has a suffragan to help him
look after 144 non-‘C’ parishes in one very
compact diocese. The resulting question about
‘equal treatment…in relation to resource
issues’ (House of Bishops’ Declaration, para.
15) must now be addressed.

+  +  +

The Bishop of Horsham’s decision that he will
now receive the ministry of women as bishops
and priests is, as he recognized, a cause of pain,
especially to those who looked to him for
leadership and support. That not one of the
1,500 people reached by the Bishop of
Wakefield’s statement on The Society’s
Facebook page posted a disobliging comment
is an indication of our movement’s maturity
and confidence.

Bishop Mark’s change of heart means that
there is no traditional Catholic suffragan in
any diocese of the Canterbury Province whose
see is not reserved for a traditional Catholic.
If there are no traditional Catholics in
‘mainstream’ suffragan sees, the degree of
internal separation within the Church of
England will be greater. In a sense the Church
of England will have created the ‘third
province’ by default. Is this really what they
want?

Apart from the archbishops, only three

diocesans who ordained women priests have
ever appointed a suffragan who didn’t. Two of
those so appointed ( John Ford and Tony
Robinson) are the only traditional Catholics
ever to succeed a bishop who ordained
women. 

Traditional Catholics are a minority
everywhere, so appointing one will always be
to appoint someone with whom the majority
in the diocese disagree. This should be easiest
where the minority is largest. No ‘Ebbsfleet’
diocese has more ‘C’ parishes than Exeter, so if
not Exeter, then where? At the time of
writing, one traditionally Catholic suffragan
see is still vacant, whose episcopal area has a
larger proportion of traditional Catholic clergy
(at least 40%) than any other episcopal area in
the Church of England. All eyes are now on
Edmonton.

+  +  +

Both Dame Sarah’s appointment and
Chichester’s disappointment were announced
in the second week of June. That week’s third
significant announcement – the appointment
of William Nye as Secretary General of the
Archbishop’s Council and the General Synod
– is one that we can welcome unreservedly.
Given the prevailing culture, some feared that
the Archbishops’ Council might go for a
businessman with entrepreneurial, ‘change
management’, PR or even ‘sales and marketing’
experience. Instead we shall have what we
have had in Sir Derek Pattinson, Sir Philip
Mawer and William Fittall – a career civil
servant. 

The Church House ‘civil service’ tradition
is important for our church’s health. As
Catholic Group members will testify, the
Synod’s secretariat consistently displays a
professional impartiality that in some
churches is the exception not the rule. Civil
servants are unafraid to speak truth to power
– albeit behind the scenes, and with respect.
Their influence holds powerful men – and
women – to compliance with rules, and
encourages fair treatment of minorities.

Mr Nye has been a churchwarden for ten
years, has had nine years in the Home Office
and Cabinet Office, with responsibility for
finance and counter-terrorism, and has
headed the courtiers of Clarence House. It is
difficult to conceive of a better preparation for
his new role in the corridors of Westminster,
Lambeth and Bishopthorpe.
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Idon’t know when you’ll be reading
this, but I’m writing it on the 200th
anniversary of the Battle of

Waterloo, which is an event in history
which perhaps had receded a bit from
the national consciousness and needed a
good anniversary to bring it back. I
marked it the other day by going to
Apsley House, which Wellington bought
from his brother in 1817, having retired
from sorting out the French and needing
a London pad so that he could go into
politics.

I wonder whether I might start a
campaign to get Wellington back on the
five pound note. He was there for most
of my early life, post-decimalization,
when fivers were bigger and bluer.
Now we have Elizabeth Fry, who is
in the current Church of England
calendar if you’re looking for
something to do on 12 October. She
was a prison reformer, but is about
to be ousted from her banknote next
year, and replaced by Churchill. Perhaps
Wellington could go onto the tenner. But
again, there is a waiting list, for Charles
Dickens is about to be replaced there by
Jane Austen.

It seems that someone has been
campaigning before me: a young lady
called Caroline Criado Perez. Whilst
doing her MA in Gender Studies at LSE,
she became irritated by the fact that the
proposal to replace Fry with Churchill
meant that no English banknote would
have a woman on it (apart, of course,
from the ones with the picture of the
Queen, which as far as I can tell is all of
them, but somehow that side of the
banknote doesn’t count for these
purposes). And she has got both her way
and an OBE. Now, I must be careful not
to let you think I have a low opinion of
Jane Austen – on the contrary – but
notable Britons come and go on the
reverse of banknotes, and the sex of
those Britons is (one might hope) less
important than their contribution to the

life of our nation. And quite how such a
campaign adds up to an OBE is
anybody’s guess.

But it is remarkable how these
campaigns seem to come from nowhere,
and end up with a remarkable degree of
success. Who would have thought only
a few years ago that we would now been
living in a country where you can’t
smoke in the pub, but you can marry
someone of your own sex.

So we might do well to keep our eye
on another recent campaign which
seems to have come out of nowhere, to
do with the language we are allowed to
use about God. Apparently, now we
have female bishops, there is ‘growing

support’ for a re-writing of liturgical
texts to refer to God in the feminine.
According to that great feminist organ
the Daily Telegraph, ‘Support is growing’
for a ‘full overhaul of liturgy to recognise
the equal status of women’. Always bear
in mind that what seems faintly comical
one day has a horrible habit of becoming
compulsory the next, so don’t even smirk
when Hilary Cotton, who chairs the
organization known as Watch, says,
‘Until we shift considerably towards a
more gender-full expression in our
worship about God then we are failing
God and we are missing something’.
Apparently, you see, ‘having women
bishops makes it particularly obvious
that to continue to refer to God purely
as male is just unhelpful to many people
now.’ And let’s face it, the most recent
CofE liturgical revision has taken the
‘him’ out of ‘It is right to give him thanks
and praise’, and stripped the Holy Spirit
of his personal pronouns. 

It is all very well 85% of readers of the
Telegraph website saying that the Church

should leave well alone: one day soon
they will turn up at Evensong and hear
the words ‘God our Mother’ trilled from
the Precentor’s stall. Even now ‘the shift
away from the traditional language of
the Book of Common Prayer is at an
advanced stage in some quarters’. This
latest push has issued forth from
something called the ‘Transformations
Steering Group’. Now they have got
women in the episcopate, they are
wondering what to concentrate on next,
and getting your vicar to pray to our
Mother who art in heaven is coming up
on the agenda. Indeed, the agenda is
perfectly public, and accessible through
the Church of England website. On the

list is a desire to ‘Engage institutional
levers in Ministry Division and
Synod to change the dominant male
pattern and culture of ordained
ministry’, and ‘Invite the Faith and
Order Commission to work on a

prophetic theology of gender’. Quite
what a ‘prophetic theology of gender’
might be, I don’t know, but I daren’t
laugh, as I have a terrible feeling I may
wake up one day to find that I am
required to have one too.

* 

Corrigendum: Whilst I was not
strictly speaking wrong to say last month
that there are only five bishoprics in the
Diocese of Leeds (known for short as the
Diocese of West Yorkshire and the
Dales), readers will be relieved to learn
that the Dioceses Commission has
recently approved a sixth. Mercifully,
according to the diocese’s website, ‘the
process for this appointment will be
expedited, with a view to the person
appointed starting in the summer or
autumn’. What a relief to know that
when there are no parochial clergy left,
and indeed perhaps no laity, the diocese
will at least have six bishops and a
personnel department.

Christopher Smith marvels at the way things that seem unimaginable one year so often become law the next

now they have got women in the
episcopate, they are wondering

what to concentrate on next

ND

the way we live now
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views, reviews and previews
art
WHAT IS LUXURY?
Victoria and Albert Museum
25 April–27 September 
Admission free

e Cras Council used to have a small
shop in the V&A which was the ideal
place to see current trends in British
cra and design. e Museum’s current
Luxury exhibition is a nod to that much-
missed shop. It is sponsored by the
Cras Council and contains a few
excellent old artefacts and rather more
modern cra works and installations. 

ere is no need for an excuse for this
show, but the exhibition has been tagged
as an exploration of luxury. And it isn’t.
ere is no depth to the exploration of
what luxury is and the role it plays in
society. It is possible the curators are
being ironic and signalling that the
luxurious mind is a shallow and
incurious mind. But this is not the
humorous or wiy show it could have
been. Or even instructive. Readers of
ND won’t need to be reminded of St
omas Aquinas’ teaching on luxury
(e.g. Summa eologiæ 2a 2ae 169, always
a good place to start). e show is not as
subtle as omas. It assumes that luxury
is good and lazily defines it with a list of
words drawn from the oiliest of high-
end advertisers: ‘Precision, Exclusivity,
Expertise, Exclusive, Non-essential,
Pleasure, Innovation, Investment,
Passion.’ A Delacroix-style meditation
on the theme of ‘e Death of
Sardanapalus’ it isn’t. 

Nor is it the Japanese Wabi-Sabi and
Mono No Aware, the (oen very
expensive) philosophies of elegant
simplicity and the beauty of
impermanence. And that is a wasted
opportunity. e show’s literature says
luxury is about experience and the joy of
small moments of beauty in daily life.
at ought to fit exactly with the culture
of the tea ceremony. Indeed, a short
walk down the hall will take the visitor
to a selection of beautifully made

oriental cups which suggest both a deep
relation with nature – the clay has
directed the poer’s hands – and the fact
of imperfection. On the open market
they would cost. By contrast, the
exhibition – and the shop – do have
some well-made teacups but they are
clinical and without resonance when
compared to the cups in the Japanese
Gallery.

Ultimately it is ‘shop’ where this show
takes a wrong turning. Its aesthetic is
that of Oscar Wilde in the days when he
pioneered the journalism of so fabrics
and what to buy for those on a decent
but limited budget. e literary
highpoint of that Wildean culture is
Huysmans’ À rebours, one of the
inspirations for Dorian Gray. Huysmans
created his aesthete’s dream out of
encyclopedias and shop catalogues. One
of his conceits was a jewel-encrusted
tortoise. e show has a less a self-
confidently crass but cheaper parallel
with a wooden monkey covered in
Swarovski crystals. A more famous
descendant of Huysmans’ tortoise is the
jewel-studded tortoise which Rex
Moram gives Julia Flyte in Brideshead
Revisited. Evelyn Waugh used that
luxury gi to show Moram and the
non-Catholic world are less than fully
human. e V&A’s show doesn’t reach
Waugh’s level of sophistication or
reference. 

So far, so serious, but part of the charm
of luxury is that a show devoted to
expensive goodies can’t be without some
fun. Yes, half the exhibition space is done
out in the best Victoria Beckham black

and the rest in modish grey, but there are
some stunning exhibits. First and
foremost is a Venetian chasuble (1670–
95) covered in lace, literally. Do not
believe any clergyman who claims to
have something similar. It is
extraordinary and hugely impraical.
Another item of clothing runs it close.
is is the Mess Jacket of the Royal
Lancers and it is as good an answer to
the intellectual metrosexual elite as you
are likely to find. 

Unfortunately most of the other items
are just too earnest either to be show-
offy or to be beautiful. Worse, the second
room of the show is devoted to
expensive pieces of modern concept
cra which are not remotely interesting.
But there is one contemporary item
which is both cray and luxurious – a
finely spun cloth of gold made in
memory of the Golden Fleece. What the
show needs is more of that kind of thing
or some of the items from the Hermès
in-house museum, recently on show at
the Saatchi Gallery. ose included an
electric hedgetrimmer whose handle
was covered in alligator skin and a crash
helmet covered with fur on the outside.
at is luxury of the kind bored people
end their money on. e other kind is
found in V&A’s Chinese Gallery. It is a
wine cup holder in Ru ware, the world’s
finest ceramics made solely for the
Emperor of China in a thirty-year
period in the twelh century.
Unfortunately this show just doesn’t give
us enough of those extremes of excess
and beauty. But see it for the chasuble.  

Owen Higgs
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books
THE BRIGHT FIELD  
Meditations and Reflections for
Ordinary Time
Martyn Percy and others
Canterbury Press Norwich, 224pp, pbk
978 1848256125, £18.99

R.S. omas’ poem, e Bright Field,
provides both the title and the
inspiration for this book. e poem’s
theme is that of not hurrying on into the
future or of hankering aer the past. We
are, rather, to savour the present and in
that experience the eternity that awaits
us. Martyn Percy and his companions
want us to view the Church’s period of
Ordinary Time in this light and offer us
rich material to stimulate our hearts and
minds as we live through this ‘non’
season.

ere are five sections to the book.
Part One provides meditations for the
weeks of the Trinity Season wrien by
Martyn Percy and Jenny Gaffin. ese
meditations are gripping, thought-
provoking and succinct. Percy oen
draws creatively on his visits to the Holy
Land. Gaffin ably harnesses diverse life
experiences as the gateway to her
insights, while the immediacy with
which she seems oen to encounter the
natural features of the world about her
has a deep resonance with the poet aer
whose work the book is named.

Part Two offers us readings and
reflections for the weeks of the Trinity
Season. Geoff Miller provides
appropriate biblical texts together with
a short reading and appropriate prayer
for each of the weeks. Readings are
assembled from such great Anglican
stalwarts as Leslie Hunter and John V.
Taylor as well as from ecumenical
sources like the Jerusalem Community’s
rule. ere is even a ellbinding passage
drawn from Philip Pullman. Miller’s
own poetry occasionally enriches the
material that is offered.

ose who enjoy and are fed by
collections of sermons will particularly
appreciate the treasures provided in Part
ree and Part Four. e former

provides Sermons for Ordinary Time
while the laer offers material for what
are called High Days and Holy Days.
Almost all the material in Part ree is
from Martyn Percy and Rowan
Williams with the occasional
contribution from Sam Wells. e
standard is high. Many readers of NEW

DIRECTIONS will welcome the inclusion
of Williams’ sermon preached at the
National Pilgrimage to Walsingham in
2004. His sermon on the Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary is also well
worth our aention but when is any
sermon by Williams not? Percy’s
sermon on the wedding at Cana offers,
at least for this reader, a large range of
new insights into the story and could
almost be the starting point for a series
of sermons on the one incident.

Part Four is provided by a wider
selection of preachers. While not being
pedantic it is puzzling to understand
why a sermon for Pentecost is included
in a book devoted to deepening our
devotion in Ordinary Time. is section

also includes some engaging sonnets by
Malcolm Guite. e sermons for
Remembrance Day, one by Williams,
the other by Percy, are refreshingly and
bravely challenging as they call us to
enter more deeply into the issues raised
on this important day. 

In Part Five the book progresses into
different territory. Two orders of
Compline composed by the late Jim
Coer are printed for the reader’s use.
ese provide a useful mode of prayer
with which those who have used
material from the book towards the end
of a long day might find helpful.

is book is provided as a companion
volume to an earlier one, Darkness

Yielding, which provided resources for
Advent to Epiphany and from Lent to
Pentecost. at said, the work stands
well on its own and provides a rich
anthology to which the reader will
probably want to return time and time
again. Published to help Christians travel
through Ordinary Time, e Bright Field
can still wisely be purchased for the
remainder of Ordinary Time this year
and for the years ahead. Indeed, one of
the frustrations encountered in
reviewing such a work is that one must
read quickly material that truly
warrants, as its subtitle implies,
meditative and reflective engagement.
is is a book that deserves to be
revisited time and time again.

+Martyn Jae 

AN ALTAR IN THE
WILDERNESS  
Kaleeg Hainsworth  
Rocky Mountain Books, 168pp, hbk
978 1771600378, £10.56

is lile book eaks of priesthood,
altar and sacrifice not in a narrow
religious sense but in a universal human
and cosmic sense drawing on Christian
wisdom writings. e author is an
Orthodox priest who has worked in
Canada for whom ‘the world is charged
with the glory of God’ (Hopkins). To
Kaleeg Hainsworth life is adventure and
exploration with an uncovering of God’s
beauty in creation and a response to his
call to rise above self-interest into his
‘love that bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all
things’ (1 Cor. 13.7).

e book weaves insights on the
environment and Christianity into a
spiritual ecology centring on sacrificial
imagery. e author has experienced
God eaking directly to his heart and
indirectly through the beauty of
creation. He contrasts two kinds of
‘temple’, those humans build of stone and
wood and those God builds of
mountains and forests. His easy
meditative style is hard to summarize
but makes repeated reference to the
beauty in God and in creation and the
need to remedy its deficit in the Church,
even her buildings.

Wilderness is another concept



profitably used, ‘the one we go into and
the one we bring with us’ as exemplified
by third-century St Anthony’s inner
bale accomplished away from
civilization. e altar central to this
book is the heart and the basic reality of
Christian life summarized again by a
monk: ‘We fall down, we get up. We fall
down, and we get up again. We do this
every day’. If this book has power it is in
its ideas and strategies unveiling the big
motivational picture that aids the
‘geing up part’.

e thinking of Orthodox writer
Alexander Schmemann is implicit,
linking Eucharistic worship to creation
as sacrament with the Christian call to
actualise the potential of salvation and
joy in creation through thanksgiving. Yet
the writer is much wider schooled than
his Orthodoxy as in his connection of
seventh-century Maximus on universals
and particulars with William Blake’s
seeing ‘a world in a grain of sand and a
heaven in a wild flower’. 

e book is inspirational and well-
wrien, and has a sort of connecting up
about it which fits the bill as the aempt
it is at a spiritual ecology. 

John Twisleton 

CHASING FRANCIS  
A Pilgrim’s Tale
Ian Morgan Cron
Zondervan, 256pp, pbk
978 0310336693, £9.99

e church is realising there is an
awareness of God sleeping in the
basement of the post-modern
imagination and they have to awaken it.
e arts can do this. All beauty is

subversive; it flies under the radar of
people’s critical filters and points them
to God... when the front door of the
intellect is shut, the back door of the
imagination is open’. is is one of many
insights I copied down aer reading this
fascinating novel about an evangelical
pastor who loses his faith and finds it
again through engaging with Francis of
Assisi. It is a highly readable book and
contains a few other ‘books’ on theology,
pastoralia, liturgy, etc. with great
quotations from classic Christian
writers.

is fictional church leader admits:
‘All my life, I’ve been afraid to meet God
anywhere else but in my head... I could
keep God manageable and under
control. But what kind of God can be
controlled or managed? No God at all’.
In the story he finds a new faith through
a group of Franciscan friars who point
him to five key headers: transcendence,
community, beauty, dignity and
meaning. He opts to go on in faith as
‘someone trying to figure out how to
follow the Lord Jesus in the joy and
wreckage of life’. Returning to his church
the pastor aempts a new start for
everyone that is more contextual than
textual.

Francis of Assisi was a story teller who
spoke the language of ordinary people.
Ian Morgan Cron writes how Francis
saw book knowledge as being like
material possessions in that too much
can be occasion for pride and obstruct
the love of Christ. e Saint
commended an experience of God
accessible to all, making with his
followers powerful impact upon the low
spiritual tenor of the thirteenth-century
church. Cron sees today’s church as
similarly needful, quoting Karl Rahner:
‘e Christian of tomorrow will be a
mystic, one who has experienced
something, or he will be nothing’. 

Chasing Francis has mystical wisdom
from American author Wendell Berry:
‘We are holy creatures living among
other holy creatures in a world that is
holy. Some people know this, and some
do not. Nobody, of course, knows it all
the time’.  I also liked this quote on
transcendence from Anne Frank: ‘e
best remedy for those who are afraid,
lonely, or unhappy is to go outside,
somewhere where they can be quiet,

alone with the heavens, nature, and God.
Because only then does one feel that all
is as it should be and that God wishes to
see people happy, amidst the simple
beauty of nature’.

ese quotations give the taste of a
book Rowan Williams says he has read
twice ‘and found it equally compelling
both times’. e book might be
controversial among ‘word-based’
Evangelicals, picking up as it does on a
Christian hero who said ‘it is no use
walking everywhere to preach unless our
walking is our preaching’. ‘Whilst you
are proclaiming peace with your lips, be
careful to have it even more fully in your
heart. Nobody should ever be roused to
wrath or insult on your account.
Everyone should rather be moved to
peace, goodwill and mercy because of
your restraint. For we have been called
to the purpose of healing the wounded,
binding up those who are bruised, and
reclaiming the erring’, wrote St Francis.
Yet, as Cron points out, in a counter to
those of less Evangelical tendency:
‘Francis read the Bible the way a child
would – completely trusting. So when
Jesus said not to worry about your life...
he said ‘OK I won’t’’! 

In this novel we see a Protestant
pastor discovering the awe of the
Eucharist as ‘a journey that proceeds
from the kingdom of this world into a
brief encounter with the kingdom of
God, and then back out again to bear
witness to it’ to quote Schmemann. e
communal side of Christianity is
endorsed, ‘the idea of the church being
an ‘as if ’ people who live together like the
kingdom were ‘already here in its
fullness’. is counters the subject’s
previous individualistic thinking and
preaching of salvation. If this was a
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lesson I needed less than he, so much of
Chasing Francis had spiritual and
theological meat for me that I am still
digesting it with gratitude.

John Twisleton 

A HIGH ANGLICAN IDENTITY  
Selected writings of the Revd Dr
Anthony Christian: A Non-
Conforming Anglican Priest
Edited by Linda Christian 
Privately published, 90pp, pbk
No ISBN, £5
Available from the editor, Dr Linda
Christian  lindachristian35@yahoo.com

Anthony Christian appears to have
been an unusually good parish priest to
my way of thinking; though I do not
quite understand what is meant by the
description of him as ‘non-conforming’,
even aer being given two separate
explanations. I can only suppose that it
signifies a parson who has an
independent mind; obeys the
requirement to say the Offices every day,
even, if need be, in the absence of a
congregation; takes his sermons very
seriously, preaching the faith, telling the
history of the Church; and ensuring that
his words are intelligible and
theologically sound. 

All this reminds me of a leer that I
read a fair number of years ago in the
journal of the Prayer Book Society. It
was by a retired priest, who pointed out
that in all his time as a vicar he had never
encountered any difficulty in using the
1662 Book of Common Prayer. I dare
say that would qualify him as non-
conforming in these degenerate times! 

At any rate, Anthony Christian’s
writings, as given here, include an
excellent ‘in-depth’ examination of the
Book of Common Prayer and its history.
He presents a rather surprising view of
Cranmer as a modern Christian,
vacillating indeed, but always searching
aer the truth, and striving to aain and
serve it even at the cost of his life. 

ere is scant affection here for
government by synod, which is accused
of something like trade unionism. Fr
Christian does not mention the
collegiality of the bishops, and I am
reminded of the advice given to bishops
by Dom Gregory Dix, who explained to

them that ultimately a bishop must
maintain the faith and be responsible for
the care of Christian souls, and that he
must lead them in the right way rather
than the way dictated by Parliament or
other bishops. For myself I cannot see
the Synod but as a lile but overweening
parliament. 

ere is a great deal in this book about
the government of the Church of
England, presented in extracts from the
author’s doctoral thesis. He shows
himself to have been a lover of music
and of literature, eecially poetry but
also of the great prose works. He is said
to have been a searching thinker and to
have been right three times out of five –
a high score, we are told! I follow him in
all that he wrote and said except those
two out of five. I would not rate the idea
of ‘investment’ very highly; and in his
reaion to the ordination of women I
believe he went astray, holding back
from the dispute, saying that nobody has
a right to be a priest. But this is as much
as to concede the main argument for the
ordination of women, which is a
triumphal ‘why shouldn’t we?’

But these two issues notwithstanding,
this book suggests to me a good,
orthodox, faithful priest. I hope that the
Church of St Nicholas at Pevensey,
which Fr Christian served faithfully for
twenty-five years, continues as he le it.

Dewi Hopkins

THE TWELVE DEGREES OF
SILENCE  
Marie-Aimee de Jesus OCD, edited by
Lucinda M. Vardey
BRF, 80pp, pbk
978 0857464071, £5.99

One day during Marie-Aimee de Jesus’
novitiate in the Carmel of the Avenue de
Saxe in Paris, she was noticed by a sister,
standing and listening in her cell during
midday silence. When asked later what
she had been doing, she replied,
‘listening to the silence’. 

Silence is what this book is all about.
Marie-Aimee de Jesus was a nineteenth-
century Carmelite and mystic, whose
writings, among them e Twelve Degrees
of Silence, were brought to prominence in
the twentieth century by Edith Stein, St
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. In this
short but ‘wonderfully deep’ (Stein)

series of meditations, Marie-Aimee
walks a path similar to that trodden by
St John of the Cross, St érèse of
Lisieux, and others. But she does so with
a brevity and a conciseness which makes
her meditations all the more powerful.

is small but stimulating book
begins with a brief outline of Marie-
Aimee’s life and a summary of her
spirituality. e rest of the book is taken
up with ‘praying the Twelve Degrees of
Silence’. e book is brief, but working
through its contents could take a
lifetime. e editor suggests a more
measured, but still demanding timetable
of one ‘degree’ per month. She
recommends keeping a journal to record
the journey, and concludes that the
‘degrees of silence provide a seedbed for
God to create within you and bring forth
the grace to embrace a constant intimate
encounter with the eternal love of the
Creator through our Lord Jesus Christ’. 

ereaer, the book consists of the
twelve degrees themselves. ese are
short – some no more than a couple of
short paragraphs. e editor then
supplements each of them with a ‘guided
reflection’ – a list of bullet points
designed to tease out the deep meanings
of each ‘degree’ and enable the reader to
enact them in his daily life. 

I found the first four degrees full of
rich and powerful insights. At the most
basic level, even commied Christians
might benefit from constantly being
reminded of the need for and benefits of
time ent in silence with God – ‘Be still
and know that I am God’. Even more
powerful is the reminder that nothing
makes one desire God more than
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knowing him already: ‘e closer you
come to God, the more you want to get
near him. e more you unite with him,
the more you desire to be united with
him. e more you take part in God, if I
can express myself in such a manner, the
more you are unquenched’. is passage
is one taken from Marie-Aimee’s other
writings, quotations from which are
frequently appended to the guided
reflections. 

Elsewhere, the language is oen
startling: on embracing the second
degree, the soul ‘will taste the first taste
of divine union and savour the jealousy
of her God’. Mystics very oen challenge
us with the forthrightness of their
language, and Marie-Aimee is no
exception. 

Indeed, as I read on, I became
acutely aware that, like much mystical
theology, some of the insights and

demands here are strong meat indeed. In
fact, I would go so far as to say that some
of the insights into faith and demands
upon the soul are proper only to the
vocation of a minority of Christians.
Whilst others may learn from them, it
would not be right – and may even be
dangerous – for many Christians to
aempt to put them into praice. is
is no great surprise – mystics are ecial
precisely because they are so rare. eir
insights need to be handled carefully,
and very oen in conjunction with an
experienced spiritual director or guide. 

ree brief examples will suffice to
illustrate this point. Marie-Aimee tells
us, in the eighth degree, ‘Silence of the
Mind’, to ‘try to prevent yourself from
working thoughts out intellectually,
because by doing so, you weaken your
aim and dry up the love in you’. In
another of her works, quoted here, she
says, ‘I am not aached: what I mean to
say is that I have no unregulated
affections – to my country, nor the cell I
occupy, or the habit I wear, nor to
whomever or whatever. I feel ready to go
anywhere God bids me – in life or death’.
And the editor, in the
‘guided reflection’ to
which this quotation
is aached, asks us,
‘Can you try not to
care about being
cared for by others,
but only by God?’ 

Properly situated in the totality of a
life dedicated to God and lived out in
mystical theology, such sentiments are
entirely fine. But they are not the
vocation of all, and for some may prove
aively dangerous. Mystics have always
been a challenge to the Church, and this
lile book shows exactly why. BRF are to
be congratulated for bringing Marie-
Aimee and her twelve degrees to a new
audience. But reader discretion is
advised. 

Luke Briers
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in the Diocese of London
Diocesan Assembly 

Saturday 11th July 2015

Mass at 12 Noon
At St Silas, Penton St N1 9UL

(nr Angel Tube & Chapel Market)
12.30 p.m. Keynote Address (Bishop of Fulham)

e Five Guiding Principles : How shall we live them out ?
Foowed by lunch 

(please bring a packed lunch – drinks provided)
2.15 p.m. Business Meeting

The feast of S Joseph was instituted throughout
France in 1661; soon aerwards they made the
retable of S Joseph at Guimiliau (Finistère). It is

broken into three bays, each further subdivided. e main
statuary depicts the Virgin Mary and S Anne flanking S
Joseph, who holds the Infant Jesus by the hand as any (foster)
parent might. At the top, S Laurence appears, complete with
his gridiron; at the boom are Saints Francis, Yves (with poor
and rich men on each side) and the blind hermit Hervé. Ivo
Hélory (Yves) (1253-1303) is one of the great Breton saints,
an avocat and priest who stood up for the right of the poor
to equal justice, and was canonised by Pope Clement V in
1347, less than half a century aer his death.

Simon Coon

A Breton Retable  
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TOWARDS A NEW DAY
A Monk’s Story 
Ralph Martin SSM, edited by Vincent
Strudwick
DLT, 320pp, pbk
978 0232531633, £16.99

F or the best part of seven decades, the
Society of the Sacred Mission was defined
by its theological college and its

extraordinary buildings at Kelham. e
theological college was at one time the largest in
the Church of England, and was unique in the
extent to which its students were immersed in the life of the
Society, effectively becoming novices for the duration of their
studies. Fr Kelly, the founder of SSM, described Kelham Hall
as ‘Gilbert Sco insanity … one endless waste of paint, gilding,
granite columns, vaulted ceilings and the vilest gothic’. Neither
the institution nor its buildings were to everybody’s taste, and
yet they did a mighty work in and for the Church. For many
years, SSM simply was Kelham. 

Towards a New Day is, above all else, the story from one
participant’s perective of what happened aer the
theological college was summarily closed by Church of
England bishops in 1972 (a postal strike meant that SSM
found out that the college was to be closed about ten days
before the final decision was to be made by General Synod)
and SSM realized that keeping and maintaining Kelham was
no longer viable. 

Fr Ralph Martin was made Provincial of the Society in
England at the same Chapter meeting that formally accepted
the closure of the College. e book begins years earlier, in
1957, with a description of this Canadian priest’s journey to
Kelham and the Society he was about to join. ere are echoes
here of Richard Holloway’s description of Kelham in his
memoir Leaving Alexandria. Fr Ralph writes less elegiacally
than the former Scoish Primus, but he summons up the same
evocative image of a religious community that was both secure
in, and defined by, a different age. When society and the
Church moved on, there was no longer any place for Kelham.
Fr Ralph’s challenge was to ensure that there continued to be
a place and a role for the Society of the Sacred Mission. 

Towards a New Day is not a history of SSM but the memoir
of its author, so it makes no aempt to offer an exhaustive
history of SSM post-Kelham. But Fr Ralph’s experience has
been so wide and varied that there is much of interest related
here. 

Aer the closure of Kelham, Fr Ralph was among those
brothers who moved to Willen, in the new city of Milton
Keynes. It was during these years that SSM embarked upon a
major new  venture in its history by admiing women and
families as associate members. Fr Ralph freely admits that not

everything went to plan during the Willen years,
but the Society was effectively treading on virgin
territory, as it sought new ways of being a
religious community which were nonetheless
authentic to the vision of the founder and the
vows made by its members. 

Fr Ralph’s term as Provincial came to an end
in 1981. In the years and decades that followed,
he ent time in Japan, Ghana, Middlesbrough,

Kuwait, Rome, Lesotho and Australia. In many of these cases
he was embarking on a new scheme or initiative, and in others
a work that was new at least to SSM. I found the chapters on
Ghana and Lesotho particularly interesting, but each one has
a rich and varied tale to tell.

Towards a New Day is never less than a riveting read. It
would have benefited from more ruthless editing. is is in
part because there are enough typos to be annoying. More
importantly, the nature of the book (part of it is memoir, part
extracts from the author’s journal) means that the chronology
is at times unclear, and that certain events and themes get
mentioned and then dropped, leaving the reader wishing for
more information. e parts of the book that are journal
extracts also result in some sweeping statements which would
undoubtedly have benefited from clarification or justification.
An example is the author’s inability to understand the
opposition to the ordination of women: ‘I’ve only ever heard
one rational argument against women’s ordination and that is
‘It’s never been done before’…’ It goes without saying that that
is not the only rational argument; and if somebody of Fr
Ralph’s undoubted experience and wisdom has not heard what
they are, then it would be good to know why. is is
particularly true as he goes on to lament the tailing off of
ecumenical relationships during the Pontificate of John Paul
II – ‘with a change of Pope in Rome and priests in the parish
the barriers had gone up again’. at this might have been
connected in some small way with the ordination of women
seems not to have crossed the author’s mind! A more cohesive
approach to the second half of the book might have at least
smoothed the edges of these rather jagged corners. 

Towards a New Day is not, then, a book that will be entirely
congenial to Catholics in the Church of England. But it is full
of fascinating stories, spiritual insights, and historical interest.
Furthermore, its author seeks to answer a question as
pertinent for a Christians today as it ever has been: how do
we make the faith once delivered to the Apostles araive in
and to an increasingly disinterested world? We may not always
agree with Fr Ralph’s answers to that question, but that doesn’t
make his story any less interesting or worthwhile.  

Book of the month
Ian McCormack considers a monastic memoir

ND
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One consequence of the recent General Election is a
renewed campaign for Proportional Representation
(PR). This rests on the generally implicit proposition

that the proportion of seats that each party holds within the
House of Commons ought to be the same as the party gained
in votes throughout the country. I do not believe that this is a
self-evident truth.

Let us consider a counter-
example in which the House of
Commons, reflecting precisely the
popular vote, comprises the
following: Party A has 45% of the
seats; Party B has 45% of the seats; and Party C has 10% of the
seats. Party C has thus the choice of forming a coalition with
either Party A or else with Party B. This gives the party
representing 10% of the electorate a disproportionate power
in deciding the make-up of the government.

Various options
In this article I should like to discuss a number of possible
requirements for a voting system. The various options cover:
the First Past The Post system (FPTP) in which electors vote
for no more candidates than there are seats available
(currently one in elections for the House of Commons); the
Alternative Vote system (AV) for single-member
constituencies in which electors place one or more candidates
in order of preference; the Open List PR system for multi-
member constituencies in which electors place one or more
candidates in order of preference; and the Closed List PR
system in which electors vote for a party, not one or more
candidates, and the successful candidates are selected from the
party lists in proportion to the number of votes the party
received, the sequence of the candidates in each party list
having been chosen by the party.

Propositions
In this article I offer the following propositions as a basis for
discussion to devise a fair election system.

Any PR system would probably increase the number of parties
represented in the House of Commons.

The current FPTP system tends to
favour larger parties and thus
encourages them to stick together
rather than split into factions that
fight elections separately.

All electors should have an equal say in choosing representatives
and therefore the number of electors per representative should as
far as is possible be the same: where all constituencies are single-
member the number of constituents should be the same in each.

This is an essential element of fairness even though only
close approximations can, in practice, be achieved.

Choice of candidates

Electors should have a choice of candidates from whom to select,
not merely a choice of parties.

The Closed List PR system used in Great Britain for
elections to the European Parliament produces a significantly
lower turn-out for those elections than the Open List PR
system used in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland

and would be unacceptable for
elections to the House of Commons.
Each elector should have a small
number of MPs as his representatives
with whom to raise problems.
If an elector has a problem that he

would wish to raise with his MP or MPs, there would be a
temptation to write to all his representatives, thereby
multiplying the workload and making it difficult to develop a
relationship.

If a system of single-member constituencies were used, the choice
of voting would be either FPTP or else AV.

FPTP would select the most popular candidate; AV would
select the least unpopular candidate. It is a moot point which
would be preferable but it is probable that AV would tend to
eliminate the maverick backbencher who plays a vital role in
our system of representative democracy.

Number of seats
If a system of Open List PR were used then there is a limit to the
number of seats in each constituency, higher than which would
make the process impracticable.

The total number of candidates would be of the order of
the number of seats multiplied by the number of parties. Each
elector would place one or more candidates in order of
preference; in practice, most electors would probably select at
least as many candidates as there are seats. I should imagine
that anything more than six seats in a constituency would pose
problems.

Elections to Epping Town Council offer some insight, even
though FPTP is used. Every four years there is an election in
each of two six-member wards. In each ward, if three parties
put up a slate of six candidates there will be eighteen

candidates on the ballot paper which
can look more like a pools coupon
than a ballot paper.
Under any PR system, the government

formed after an election would be more
likely to be a coalition than under the

present FPTP system.
This is a natural consequence of PR. The government’s
programme could only be the highest common factor of the
manifestos of the parties that formed the coalition. It would
then be difficult to persuade any particular party in the
coalition to take responsibility for its policies, unless, by some
chance, they proved to be popular, in which case each party
would claim the sole responsibility.

A fairer voting system? 
J. Alan Smith discusses the issues that need to be considered in order to devise a fairer election system

FPTP would select the most popular
candidate; AV would select the

least unpopular candidate

the current system tends to favour
larger parties and thus

encourages them to stick together

ND



July/August 2015 ■ newdirections ■ 29

According to Nicola Shulman in
the Welsh National Opera
programme, J.M. Barrie’s Peter

Pan is an ‘impossible person’. What age is
he for instance, she asks? But those of us
on whom Peter Pan made an indelible
impression when we saw the play in
childhood wonder what her problem is.
My Peter Pan in Southsea at the King’s
Theatre in 1949 or so was Margaret
Lockwood. Peter Pan was a wonderful
story and it never occurred to me there
was anything odd about Peter being
played by a woman (who I now learn
was about 34 at the time). Margaret
Lockwood was a fine very popular
actress and filmstar. It was the theatre.
Yet all the boys in Neverland were
actually real boys. It was easy to believe
in.

The Darling children when they got
away from home all flew up and out of
the set into the auditorium above the Pit
(where we, I think, sat the first time I
saw the play). It was a wonderful
adventure to go on. Long before I
had learnt the word convention, I
realized that in the theatre
anything could happen. Theatre
was magic, and I loved fairy stories.
Peter Pan did not grow up – but in those
days that seemed entirely
understandable. Why would one want
to grow up when life worked out well
and one could fly? When one is a young
child who has learnt to read and does it
all the time, one feels as if childhood –
one’s life – will go on for ever. 

Major mistake
To make an opera of Peter Pan seemed a
good idea to the composer Richard
Ayres who wrote The Cricket Recovers
which was quite a success in 2005 at the
Aldeburgh Festival. The opera was co-
commissioned by Stuttgart and the
Welsh National, and premiered in
Stuttgart in late 2013. It has been
extensively revised but its librettist the
poet Lavinia Greenlaw has not managed
to create an appropriate lay-out – after
50 minutes at the Darlings, there’s an
interval before we even get to Neverland

where we spend about 65 minutes.
Barrie’s play has five acts, four in another
world: Neverland, the Mermaids’
Lagoon, The Home under the Ground,
and the Pirate Ship. The sung text as
revised relates quite often to Barrie’s
original. But the major mistake (which
Britten would never have made) is not
using boys as the Lost Boys, and using a
countertenor (Iestyn Morris) as Peter
Pan. Whenever Peter speaks it is a
grown man’s voice that does not really
belong with his singing. And John
(Nicholas Sharratt), the older of
Wendy’s brothers, is a tenor.

Ghastly
Britten and Pears knew instinctively
how to adapt Shakespeare’s Midsummer
Night’s Dream – and saw how
characterful it would be for boy trebles
to play the fairies. Ayres’s music has a
firm personal identity, sharing a world
with Janáček, Samuel Barber and

Stravinsky. If he had stuck to trebles for
the Lost Boys it could have been
brilliant. A little mezzo would do much
better for Peter Pan – like Zdenka in
Strauss’s Arabella, the sister dressed as a
boy so as not to cramp the marital
chances of the title role. The theme of
Barrie’s tale is children making out alone
– the Pirates led by Captain Hook are
semi-comic adult enemies. The big
embarrassment of Keith Warner’s
WNO production as of Frank Hilbrich’s
in Stuttgart is the sight of grown
performers behaving as they suppose
children behave. But actually children
are real people. Adults pretending to be
children is ghastly. When he was five my
son, corrected by us, said ‘All I want to
do is run my own life’. That’s the Peter
Pan sentiment. The other major mistake
Greenlaw made was to hint far too
broadly at the possibly problematical
underlying psychology – especially

Wendy’s reluctance with Peter and her
almost adolescent emotions. Greenlaw’s
underlining is tasteless. And Warner
decorates the whole show insensitively
with the trappings of Edwardian
London.

Lack of understanding
This WNO summer season has been
marketed under the phrase ‘A Terrible
Innocence’, which might be true of
Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande and even
of Mozart’s Magic Flute. But J.M. Barrie
did not think of children as innocent or
blank canvases. He knew how knowing
children often are. What they lack is
stature, experience, above all power. We
are especially conflicted in Britain over
the age of criminal responsibility and
over the contextual issue of consent in
sexual areas. Our approach to
safeguarding may even have reached the
point where it is depriving children of
valuable social contact with adults that

will enhance their childhood and
improve their future. I loved mixing
with old ladies when I was a child
and everybody needs to find parent
substitutes because how else can you
fill in for the lacks and peculiarities

of your actual family?
What makes (or perhaps made when

I was a boy) Peter Pan so real for children
who get it is Barrie’s perfect
understanding of the childish
imagination – a garden that needs
cultivating and feeding. What a shame
Ayres’s operatic treatment of all this
wonderful resource shows so little
understanding of what the source
material really offers to the minds of
children. This is delicate stuff.
Apparently neither the librettist
Greenlaw nor the director Warner
experienced this extraordinary story at
the appropriate age, which is a great pity.
Ayres as a composer has so much to
offer. Perhaps another and even more
radical revision is called for. Third time
lucky.

Adventures in Neverland
Tom Sutcliffe reviews the Welsh National Opera production of Peter Pan

Secular
Liturgies

the big embarrassment is the sight
of grown performers behaving as

they suppose children behave

ND
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Tsar Nicolas II commented that St
Petersburg was ‘of Russia but was
not Russian’ and he was certainly

quite correct. Unlike the martyred Tsar I
did not find myself falling in love with
Moscow quite as easily as he did. It seemed
to me a rather down-at-heel capital and
certainly not a very friendly one. The many
delights to be seen come from hidden
churches down back streets rather than
those on the main tourist trail. My
travelling companion and I, whilst feeling
fulfilled in having a ‘selfie’ taken in Red
Square (minus the rather narcissistic selfie
stick), were left cold by St Basil’s Cathedral
which seemed to have been turned into
museum of everything you might expect
from an Orthodox church but with no soul.
Not even the resident choir popping out
every half an hour to serenade the tourists
(and sell overpriced CDs) could dispel the
feeling of being in somewhere very sterile
indeed.

Busy and active churches
What was impressive in Moscow was
the great work of rebuilding and
refurbishing churches; wherever one
went there was another orthodox

sanctuary with beautiful new icons
and wonderful frescos. It was a
salutary lesson that churches were
busy and active (each with its own
small shop); and above all filled with

a range of people, young and old. 
At a time when we are told all worship needs

to be accessible, here in Russia that trend is
being bucked. I am not sure how much people
understood of the Divine Liturgy we stumbled
upon on our Sunday in Moscow. I understood
very little, despite trying to follow it in my
bilingual liturgy book, but I was almost
immediately transfixed on what was going on
in front of me. The beauty and devotion of the
liturgy was mesmerizing. In the end I followed
the example of my travelling companion and
headed off to venerate an icon or two and
simply to allow myself to worship and not be
such a ‘man of the book’.

Train travel
Our time in Moscow was broken into two
sections (Easyjet only flies to Moscow) and so
after three days we journeyed to St Petersburg.
Standing in the Leningrad station in Moscow
I did have a slight feeling of being an extra in
Dr Zhivago. People milled around us with

Russian diary
Stephen Grainger walks one more street to see the final church on his list in Moscow and St Petersburg

what was impressive in Moscow
was the great work of rebuilding

and refurbishing churches
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bundles of bags and lots of food. Many it seemed had been
travelling for some time across the Motherland. It wasn’t, in
the end, at all complicated to board the glamorous and
comfortable Sapsan train. We travelled in Economy Plus, not
that there was much economy about it, passengers enjoy a
meal (I’d go for the cheese with the lightest hint of coleslaw
rather than the ham – I was never a fan of tinned ham
sandwiches!) and there is plenty of room. Had we been
interested (or been bored by the view) we could have listened
to a film which for around four hours told us how wonderful
the Russian railway service was. Some things in Russia never
change, propaganda is everywhere.

Military presence
Speaking of propaganda, our visit coincided with the Victory
Day celebrations; all across Russia but particularly in Moscow
and St Petersburg there was a vast military presence. There is
something rather disconcerting about leaving your hotel and
seeing tanks and missile launches rolling into Moscow. We also
managed to witness the rehearsals for the fly past. If anyone
was in doubt that Russia means business they only have to look
at the videos of those celebrations. In the streets of St
Petersburg people gathered to listen to songs being sung about
the great victory of 70 years ago and many wore badges and
medals as well as military hats. It felt like a carnival but one
with a rather sinister militaristic subtext. The day of the

parades itself we managed to find ourselves in a spa in order
to avoid the crowds and to rest our weary limbs having viewed
most of the paintings (we think) in the beautiful Hermitage
and in the Russian Museum, where at times we wondered
where the art actually was!

Royal Martyrs
The highlights of my time in Russia had to be being able to
walk in the footsteps of the Russian Royal Martyrs (my
companion was left disappointed that his great hero’s
mausoleum was closed – we will have to visit Lenin another
time!). The small tomb of the Martyrs in St Petersburg is,
despite the tourists, very touching and it is possible to catch a
moment to pray there. It is sadly not an official shrine as the
Orthodox Church has not declared it such. The pilgrim can
however venerate icons of the Martyrs in churches all over St
Petersburg and indeed Moscow. In St Petersburg it is possible
to do this alongside many hundreds each day as they gather to
venerate the image of Our Lady of Kazan (where in England
would we find such devotion?). 

Of all the sites associated with the Royal Family, my
favourite was the Convent of St Mary and St Martha. Here,
amidst quiet groves of trees, you can visit some of the relics of
Elizabeth the New Martyr, a Grand Duchess who founded an
order of nuns to serve the poorest in society. And today,
despite the ravages of communism, they continue to do so.
Thanks be to God for that.
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touching place
LALOUVESC, ARDÈCHE, FRANCE

I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£                 ) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the
Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor. 

or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I
DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer
of Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my
Executor.

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will

The hilly Ardèche is one of the most
attractive and very rural regions of
France. Every now and then you come to

a small town, and Lalouvesc is one such. But what
is this large Victorian basilica doing in this place of
around 400 habitants? All your questions are
answered when you step inside the church and see
a large reliquary at the end of the S aisle.

Jean-François Régis (1597–1640) was a Jesuit
fired by a burning desire to save souls, who
exercised an apostolic ministry. For the last six
years of his life he was a missioner in the diocese of
Viviers. The Vivarais and Velay had suffered
dreadfully in the Wars of Religion, villages had
been deprived of the sacraments for years, and
people were lapsing into atheism. Famine stalked the land. Régis spent his summers in the towns, then traversed the region
from one end to another in the bitterness of winter, snowdrifts and floods being no deterrent to him. Stories spread of
miraculous multiplication of grain and of the dying being restored to life.

In late December 1640 he and a companion set out for Lalouvesc in foul
weather. Totally épuisé de fatigue, Régis contracted pneumonia but insisted
on spending Christmas Day and St Stephen’s Day preaching and hearing
confessions. He collapsed, dying on New Year’s Eve. The inhabitants of
Lalouvesc refused to give up his body; they already knew that they were
sheltering a holy saint. 

Reflect: in 1808 a young seminarian made a pilgrimage to Lalouvesc,
praying that by some miracle he might pass his exams. Jean-Marie Vianney
realized his own vocation there. Do we realize the effect that our own lives
have on others? Simon Cotton



LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place - 8 minutes walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations
(Northern line) ABC/FinF. Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass:
Mon to Fri 10am - Bible Study after Mass on Wed.
saintagneskenningtonpark. co.uk 020 7820 8050
frpaulensor@btconnect.com

LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am.
Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs
10am, Fri 12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett -
07929 750054

LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch
Street SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am,
Evening Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12
noon; Wed 10am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat
9.30am. Tube: Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/
Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Fr Mark
Nicholls SSC 0207 394 3394 - 07909 546659
www.stmaryrotherhithe.org

LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses:
Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 8pm; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr
Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461

LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am;
Sung Parish Mass 10:30am. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed
7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri 9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.st-
gabriels.com

LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite,
traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music.
Sunday: Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Mon
10am, Tues 11am, Wed 7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am.
Rosary - 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr Reg
Bushau 020 7370 3418 www.saint-stephen.org.uk

LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent
preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday
Mass: Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW
Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities.
Parish Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340

LONDON Sw20 and Sw19 St Saviour, Grand Drive,
Raynes Park and All Saints, South Wimbledon, Forward in Faith
Parishes under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. St
Saviour Sunday Parish Mass: 9.30am. All Saints Sunday
Solemn Mass: 11am. For other Sunday and weekday masses
contact Fr Michael Blackman 020 8542 2787

LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The
Forward in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur
at 12 noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced.
Contact the FiF Office on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com

LOUND Suffolk St John the Baptist. Sung Parish Mass.
Sunday Mass 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday's 9.30am Further details
from Fr David Boddy SSC  01 502 733374

MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy
Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For
other Sunday and Weekday Services or further information
please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and
Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine,
Pendlebury; Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish.

Sunday Masses: 8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS),
10.30am (SP) and 11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Fr Jeremy
Sheehy, Rector: 0161 794 1578, Parish Office: 0161 727 8175
email: paroffsandp@btconnect.com

MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
01642 824779

NORTH YORK MOORS St Leonard, Loftus and St
Helen, Carlin How, both ABC Parishes situated on the edge of
the North York Moors. Sunday Mass: Carlin How 9am and Loftus
10.30am. Mass every day except Thurs and Fri. Parish Priest: Fr
Adam Gaunt 01287 644047

OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre; Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) Resolutions ABC. Sunday:
Parish Mass 10.30am. Parish Priest: Fr James Wilkinson 01865
245879 www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and discover Oxford’s
hidden Comper Church!

OXFORD St Thomas the Martyr, 12th century church close to
railway station and city centre; between Becket Street and St Thomas
Street OX1 1JL.  Ebbsfleet Parish.  Services: Saturdays 5.30pm Vigil
Mass; Sundays 9:15am Morning Prayer (BCP); Wednesdays and
Fridays 12.30pm Mass.  Traditional rite. Parish priest: Fr
Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530

PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
PARISHES A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC, DSCR St
John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday: Mass 11.15am; St
Gabriel, Peverell Terrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass 10am; St Mary,
Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am. Parish Priest: Fr
Keith Haydon 01752 220644

READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. A Forward in Faith Parish.
Resolutions ABC. Sunday : Solemn Mass 10.30am, Low Mass
6pm. Daily Mass. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris 0118 957 2831
www.sgilesreading.org.uk

SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury.
With the spire at the end of St. Martin’s Church Street behind
Wiltshire College. A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday:
Parish Eucharist, 11.00am (also 8.00 1st Sunday) Daily Office
and Eucharist. For further information contact: Parish
Administration on 01722 503123 or
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher.
01722 500896

SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further
information, contact Fr Michael Fish SSC 01743 244879

SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under
the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and
Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as
announced. Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie
Drake SSC

SOUTHPORT St. Luke, corner of Hawkshead St and St.Lukes
Rd, about 1/2 mile from town centre. Sundays: Parish
Mass10.30am, Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Weekday
Mass: Tuesday 7.30pm, Wednesday 9.30am followed by
refreshments, Thursday 11am, Friday 12 noon, Saturday 10am.
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Hutchins SSC - email:
fr.Hutchins@btinternet.com - 01704 213711- www.sluke.
co.uk

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, Forward in Faith, ABC; Sunday: 9am Sung Mass and
Sunday School, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on 1st Sunday
of month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs 9.30am.Parish
Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817

STAFFORD, St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Res.AB&C.
Sunday - Parish Mass 10.15am. For further information contact
Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656

STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer -
Parish Office - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com

SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street,
Millfield. A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am,
Benediction 6.30pm, Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed
10.30am, Tues and Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary
Thur 7.15pm, Sat 6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by
appointment. Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318
www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk

SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Forward in Faith Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am,
Solemn Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm
Thurs 10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Confessions by
appointment. Contact Fr Peter Harnden on 0208 644 9070,
Churchwardens: Douglas Boreham 0208 646 4682 and Stanley
Palmer 020 8330 7408

SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Forward in
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Sunday masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am
S. Luke's.  Weekday masses as advertised.  Contact Fr Dexter
Bracey 01793 538220 swindonnewtown@btinternet.com

TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, Princes End, DY4 9ND. ABC. Sunday: Parish Mass
9.30am, Sunshine Club 9.25am in the Hall, Evening Prayer 4pm.
Weekday Mass: Mon and Thurs 7.30pm, Wed, Fri and Sat
9.30am. www.fifparish.com/ stjohntipton Parish Priest: Fr
Simon Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510

TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road.
FiF, Society. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact  Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888  frmennis@gmail.com, www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday  10.30am  Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass  (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr.
Paul Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe.  TQ1 3QT
allsaintsbabbacombe.org.uk

TORQUAY St Mary the Virgin - The Parish Church of St
Marychurch. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am Sung
Parish Mass, 6.30pm Solemn Evensong and Benediction. Daily
Mass and Office. Confessions by appointment. For information
contact: Fr Robert Ward 01803 269258

wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook, Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily
Mass. Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of
Assisi, Friar Park WS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday:
Mass 9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and
Fri 7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic
Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a
church beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121
556 5823 or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www.
saintfrancisfriarpark.com

wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Mass and Office. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk

wEST KIRBY St Andrew, Meols Drive, Wirral, CH48 5DQ.
Sunday 8am Low Mass; 10:30 am Sung Mass; Evensong 6pm
first Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West, visitors
welcome. Resolutions ABC. Parish Priest: Fr Walsh 0151 632
4728 www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk

Continued on  next page
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wESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All
Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Forward in Faith Parish under the
episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome.
Sundays: 9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am
Mass (Wed, Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes
SSC 01934 204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Office 01934
415379 allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

wEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school);
Informal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st
Sunday). For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest:
Fr Richard Harper SSC 01305 778821

wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Forward in Faith Church
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. ABC
Resolutions. Sunday: Sung Mass 10.30am. Weekday Masses:
Tues 10.30am, Thur 12 noon. Contact: Canon Malcolm Jones SSC
01962 869707 (Parish Office) or Churchwardens: Barbara Smith
01264 720887 or John Purver 01 962 732351 - email: enquiry@
holytrinitywinchester.co.uk - website:
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk 

YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm,
Thursday Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

YORKSHIRE near Skipton on the road to Colne and
Clitheroe. Three rural churches which make up the only
Resolutions ABC Parish in the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am.
BROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. For further
information please contact Canon Nicholas Turner SSC 01282
842332

FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* vacant,
Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121 328 9855,
(*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)

FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURYAshford South St Francis
with Christ Church 01233 620600, Borden *SS Peter and Paul
01795 472986, Deal *St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch *All
Saints 01795 880205, Folkestone *St Peter 01303 254472, Guston
*St Martin, 01304 204878, Harbledown *St Michael 01227
464117, Maidstone *St Michael 01622 752710, Preston St
Catherine 01795 536801, Ramsgate *St George, Holy Trinity
01843 593593, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul 01304 822865, (*
resolutions in place)

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, ABC, Fr Robert Clack  01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, ABC, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe St
Barnabas, ABC, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St Michael,
Coppenhall, ABC, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151; Dukinfield St
Luke, ABC, vacant; Knutsford St John the Baptist, ABC, Rev Nigel
Atkinson 01565 632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle,
ABC, Fr Robert Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, ABC, Fr
Kenneth Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, ABC, Fr
Peter Walsh 0151 632 4728

FiF, DIOCESE OF COVENTRYAnsty St James; Coventry St
Luke, Holbrooks; St Nicholas, Radford; St Oswald, Tile Hill;
Leamington St John the Baptist; Nuneaton St Mary and St John,
Camp Hill, St Mary’s Abbey Church; Shilton St Andrew. For further
details contact Fr Kit Dunkley 02476 688604

FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBYDerby: St Anne, Churchwarden
Alison Haslam 01 332 362392; St Luke, Churchwarden Frank
Stephens 01 332 512673; St Bartholomew, Churchwarden Ian
Dew 01 332 760195; Hasland St Paul and Temple Normanton St

James Fr Malcolm Ainscough 01246 232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity,
Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Long Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger
Jupp 0115 973 5168; Staveley St John Baptist with Inkersall St
Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew: Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246
498603  

DIOCESE OF EXETERFiF Recommended Parishes:
Abbotsham St Helen, vacant - Churchwarden 01 237 420338;
Babbacombe All Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St
Peter, Fr D Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Fr G
Stanton 07925 051905; Exeter St Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree; St Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul,
Burnthouse Lane; St Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392
677150; Exwick St Andrew, Station Road, Fr J Bird 01392
255500; Great Torrington St Michael, Little Torrington St Giles,
Frithelstock St Mary & St Gregory, Taddiport St Mary
Magdalene, Vacant - 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter & St
Paul, Fr.C.Penn - 01 409 253435; Ilfracombe Team, Fr R Harris
01271 863467; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacant 01566 784008;
Newton Abbot St Luke, Milber, Vacant - Churchwarden 01 626
212339; Paignton St John the Baptist with St Andrew & St
Boniface Fr R Carlton 01803 351866; Plymouth St
Peter and the Holy Apostles Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007;
Plymouth Mission Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury St
Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad, Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle,
Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; Plymouth Sacred Heart Mission
Community Parishes St John the Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym  St
Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell Park; St Mary the Virgin, Laira, Fr
K Haydon 01752 220644; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport
& St Mark, Ford, Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St
Marychurch Fr R Ward 01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G
Chapman 01803 327223; Torre All Saints, Chelston St Matthew
Vacant 01 803 607429; Winkleigh All Saints, Fr P Norman 01837
83719

FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford

FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackfordby and Woodville Fr T
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181;
St Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall,
vacant; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470; Scraptoft Fr M
Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly 0116 240
2215

FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN ABC Parishes: Binbrook Group
(Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr Hawes
01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736 711360;
Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734; Wainfleet
Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; AB Parishes:
Burgh-le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke
All Saints (Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Non-
petitioning parishes: Lincoln City Mrs Ticehurst 01522 850728 ;
N.E. Lincs Fr Martin 07736 711360 ; S. Lincs Fr Noble 01205
362734

LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Parish
Priest, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821; Cross Green St Hilda,
vacant (Churchwarden S F Greenfield) 0113 2842706; Harehills
St Wilfrid, Fr John Hilton 01132 497724; Hunslet St Mary, vacant
(Churchwarden S Wildridge) 0113 2522827; Armley and New
Wortley St Bartholomew, Fr Ian Wright SSC 0113 289 0824.
Please ring for details of services

FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower Broughton The
Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868;
Chadderton St Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers
0161 627 4986; Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills
0161 681 3644; Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood
0161 624 4964; Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David
Hawthorn 0161 681 4541; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John
O’Connor 0161 465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC,
FiF Churchwarden - George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side
Christ Church, ABC, FiF, Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476;
Oldham St James with St Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton
0161 633 4441; Peel Green St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161
788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda, ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773
1642; Royton St Paul, ABC, FiF, Canon Peter McEvitt - 01 706
843485; Salford St Paul, ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736

8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160
794 1578; Tonge Moor, Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony
Davies 01204 523899; Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr
Ian Hall 0161 788 8991; Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr
Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452

FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliff, Shanklin, Fr John
Davies 01983 401121; Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul
Armstead 023 9273 2786; St Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton
02392 378194; The Ascension, North End, Vacant (Churchwarden
02392 660123); Southsea Holy Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311
7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, Fr Roger Calder 02392 663664

FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael,
8.30am Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine,
10am Sung Mass; Swanley St Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St
George, 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe
Annunciation, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St
James, 8am Low Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke,
Parish Mass 10.30am; Higham St John, 9.30am Sung Mass,
6.30pm Low Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 8am Low Mass, 10am
Sung Mass, 6.30pm Benediction; all contact details from Fr Jones
020 8311 6307

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANSABC Parishes: Bedford St
Martin, vacant; Bushey Heath St Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424;
Luton: Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, Fr Beresford 01923 236174; Holy
Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St Mary, Sundon & St
Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076; Watford St John, Fr Stevenson
01 923 236174. Other ‘safe’ parishes: Letchworth St Michael & St
Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Potters Bar St Mary & All Saints,
Fr Bevan 01707 644539 (please contact clergy for details of
services)

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice Fr Tony Norton 01 986 875374; Ipswich St
Mary at the Elms, interregnum (contact 01 473 423750)
Mendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 798 1986.

FiF, DIOCESE OF ST HELENAVICAR OF ST MARK’S An
important and challenging parish on the Island of St Helena in the
South Atlantic. In the first instance, go to
sthelenadiocese.weebly.com

FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
vacant; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard 01302 285 316;
Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; Edlington St John
the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Goldthorpe SS John and
Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hexthorpe St Jude,
Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker 01226 749231; Thurnscoe St
Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John the Baptist, Fr Wise 01709
582321; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858; New Bentley
Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266; New Cantley St
Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St Luke, vacant;
Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy
Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257; Doncaster Ss Leonard &
Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858; Sheffield: St Bernard,
Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr Ryder-West 0114
2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road, vacant; St Matthew,
Carver Street, Fr.Grant Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary,
Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142 692403 (contact clergy for Mass
times, etc)

FiF, DIOCESE OF SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome
you: St Barnabas, Lodge Road (off Inner Avenue A33 London Road)
Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service
details from Fr Barry Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity,
Millbrook (Off A33 city centre road from M271) Sunday: Solemn
Mass10am, Midweek Mass and other service details from Fr
William Perry SSC 02380 701896

FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- ABC
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian c/o Fr Hailes 0115 9873314; St
George and also St Stephen, Fr Rushforth 0115 952 3378;
St.George the Martyr, Netherfield, vacant, contact Churchwarden
Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478. Worksop: St Paul, vacant; contact
Churchwarden Mrs M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our
Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the
contact for SSWSH in the diocese

Diocesan
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The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE

01904 628155    office@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY    01243 782161

bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker 
The Old Deanery, Dean’s Court, London EC4V 5AA
020 7932 1130    bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org

www.bishopoffulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans  AL3 4HE
01727 836358     bishop@richborough.org.uk     www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR

01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(ADMINISTRATOR , SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM )
The College, Knight Street, Walsingham NR22 6EF
01328 824204      pr.admin@olw-shrine.org.uk

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED

SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX

0115 973 5168    rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd David Farrer
(formerly Bishop of Wangaratta)
The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC

(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC

(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind

(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC

(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC

(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish

(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden

(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)

The Right Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe

The Right Revd John Salt OGS
(formerly Bishop of St Helena)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley 
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)

Bishops of
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Christian Church, of which we as Anglicans profess a shared authority and belief.
Let us make sure that what we do is in keeping with the wider Church of our birth;
that we look to her for guidance and defend against becoming nothing more than
a break-away sect. ere is neither room nor need for new innovations. God either
got it right or he got it wrong; both cannot be the case. e consequences of the
laer being so do not bear thinking
about and nor do the consequences
of us geing it wrong either!

Passing the Resolution does not
separate us from the Church of
England; it cements our position
within the wider Church as Anglicans, faithful to the teaching and gi of Christ
and his Apostles. Such a traditional position is supported by two thousand years of
belief and praice. e minority view encouraging new innovations within the
Church of England has only twenty-three years to support it and it is certainly not
a position that is upheld by all.

Study and pray
e Archbishop of Canterbury has made it quite clear that those upholding a
traditionalist position, as well as those who support the new movement, are equally
Anglican, and that it is authentic to the nature of Anglicanism that diverse views
should be held in dynamic tension.

Standing by the truth, we need not get lost in our journey of faith; it is all mapped
out over two thousand years and the directions can all be found in the Bible. Make
sure you don’t get lost, for you have no excuse to. e Church is not an organization
in evolution, it is the revelation of the eternal presence of Jesus Christ, once and
for evermore. Now it is over to you. Study the Scriptures and the history of your
faith and pray about how you want your PCC to vote on this issue and on the future
of your Church. It is entirely in your hands.

Statement presented by Fr Adrian Pearce, parish priest of St Ambrose Church,
Bournemouth, on 10 May 2015

ND

Resolutions under the Declaration
continued from page 5

we have no divine mandate to
remodel the Church in

alignment with secular legalism
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are the Christian car suppliers who can
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price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
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EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En
suite accommodation in beautiful Georgian
Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and
small groups are most welcome. Private
Chapel and spacious rooms are available for
day visits, disabled facilities, self-catering
flat. Contact Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church
Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778
591358 - athawes@tiscali. co.uk
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Bishops’ Representatives
In each diocese the Bishop of The Society has a Bishop’s Representative. 

For their names and contact details,  see the Dioceses pages on the Society website: 

www.sswsh.com/dioceses.php

The John Bishop Charitable Trust
maintains John Bishop’s Theological

Library at the Abbey of Bec in Normandy
and is committed to Traditional

Anglicanism

we offer Bursaries
to enable male ordinands and clergy

to make study visits to Bec

Also go to our website for easy-to-use
teaching in the parish on the ordination 
of women to the Apostolic Ministry with 

its timely section on Women Bishops

www.jbct.org
reg no 1085575
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