parish directory
BATH Bathwick Parishes, St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill),
St.John's(opposite the fire station) Sunday - 9.00am Sung Mass at
St.John's, 10.30am at St.Mary's 6.00pm Evening Service - 1st,
3rd &5th Sunday at St.Mary's and 2nd & 4th at St.John's. Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

BEXHILL on SEA St Augustine’s, Cooden Drive,TN39 3AZ
Sunday: Mass at 8am, Parish Mass with Junior Church at10am.
Further details: Father Robert Coates SSC on 01424 210 785
BIRMINGHAM St Agatha, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook (B11
1QT) “If it is worth believing in, it is worth travelling for” Sunday Mass
11am. Contact Fr.John Luﬀ 0121 449 2790
www.saintagathas.org.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND St Helen Auckland, Manor Road,
West Auckland Medieval church. A Parish of the Society of S.Wilfrid and S.Hilda. Sunday: Sung Mass 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm. Weekday Mass: Mon 7pm, Tues, Thur, Fri, Sat
9.30am, Wed 10am, Rosary Mon 6.30pm. Parish Priest: Canon
Robert McTeer SSC 01388 604152 www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
BLACKPOOL St Stephen on the Cliﬀs, Holmfield Road,
North Shore A SWSH Registered Parish. Vicar: Canon Andrew Sage
SSC. Sundays: Said Mass 9am, Solemn Mass (Traditional Language) 10.30am, Evening Service 6pm; easy access and loop. Tel:
01253 351484 www.ststephenblackpool.co.uk
BOSTON LINCOLNSHIRE St Nicholas, Skirbeck Boston’s
oldest Parish Church. A Society and Forward in Faith Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday. Low
Mass 8am (1st and 3rd), Sung Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass, oﬃces,
benediction and confessions as displayed on notice boards. Rector: Fr Paul Noble SSC 01205 362734
www.forwardinfaithlincs.org.uk/stnicholasboston.html

BOURNEMOUTH St Ambrose, West Cliﬀ Road, BH4 8BE.
A Forward in Faith Parish, Resolutions ABC in place. Sunday: 8am
Low Mass BCP, 10am Sung Mass Traditional Ceremonial (CW),
4pm Choral Evensong, 2nd Sunday of the month Choral Evensong with Benediction. Parish Priest Fr Adrian Pearce SSC 01202
911569; Parish oﬃce 01202 766772. Email:
afpear2@gmail.com

BOwBURN, Durham Christ the King, DH6 5DS; A
parish of the Society, under the care of the Bishop of Beverley.
Durham City's 'Forward in Faith' parish. Sunday: 11am Sung
Mass and Sunday School; Weekday Mass: Wed 9.30am, Fri
6.30pm; Evening Prayer and Benediction 5.30pm last Saturday of
month; Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC 01388 814817
BRADFORD St Chad, Toller Lane (B6144, 1 mile from city
centre). Society Parish. Sunday services: Solemn Mass 10.45am,
Evensong 6.30pm. Weekday Masse Wednesday 7.30pm. English
Missal/BCP. For all other services and information during the Interregnum please see our website
www.saintchadtollerlane.org.uk

BRIGHTON wAGNER GROUP The Annunciation
(11am) Parish Oﬃce 01273 681431. St Barthlomew’s (11am)
Parish Oﬃce 01273 620491. St Martin’s (10am) Fr Trevor Buxton 01273 604687. St Michael’s (10.30am) Fr.Robert Norbury
01 273 727362. St Paul’s (11am) Fr.Robert Norbury 01 273
727362. (Sunday Principal Mass times in brackets.)
BRISTOL Ebbsfleet parishes All Hallows, Easton BS5
0HH. Holy Nativity, Knowle BS4 2AG. Sunday Mass 10:00 a.m.
(both Churches), Evensong 1st Sunday of month 6 o'clock (All
Hallows), Weekday masses: Tuesday 7:15 p.m & Wednesday
10:30 a.m.(All Hallows), Friday 10:30 a.m. (Holy Nativity). Contacts:Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda 01179551804, www.allhallowseaston.org Phil Goodfellow, Churchwarden 07733 111 800.
phil@goodfellow.org.uk during Holy Nativity vacancy www.holynativity.org.uk

GRIMSBY St Augustine, Legsby Avenue Lovely Grade II
Church by Sir Charles Nicholson. A Forward in Faith Parish under
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Parish Mass 9.30am, Solemn
BURGH-LE-MARSH Ss Peter & Paul, (near Skegness) PE24 Evensong and Benediction 6pm (First Sunday). Weekday Mass:
5DY A resolution parish in the care of the Bishop of Richborough. Mon 7.00pm, Wed 9.30am, Sat 9.30am. Parish Priest: Fr.Martin
Sunday Services: 9.30am Sung Mass (& Junior Church in term
07736 711360
time) 6.00pm Sung Evensong (BCP) Weekday Mass Thursdays
HALIFAX
St Paul, King Cross: Queens Road, HX1 3NU. An inclu9am. Other services as announced. All visitors very welcome.
sive resolution parish receiving sacramental provision from the
Rector: Canon Terry Steele, The Rectory, Glebe Rise, Burgh-leBishop of Wakefield. Sunday: 10.30 Solemn Mass; 16.30 (WinMarsh. PE245BL. Tel 01754810216 or 07981878648 email:
ter)/18.30 (BST) Evening Prayer Last Sunday: 18.30 Evensong
fr.terry@btclick.com
with Benediction (Occasionally Choral) Monday: 12.00 Mass FriCARDIFF near rail, bus, Millennium Stadium, city centre and Bay
day: 10.30 Mass Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Barnard 01422 360740
Daily Mass St Mary, Bute Street Sunday: Solemn Mass 11am; www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk
Parish Priest Fr.Dean Atkins SSC 029 2048 7777
HARTLEPOOL St Oswald’s, BroughamTerrace. A Forward in
www.stmaryscf10.co.uk
Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverly.
CHARD The Good Shepherd, Furnham. Resolutions ABC
Sunday: Sung Mass 9.30am, Benediction 6pm. Daily Mass, OfSunday: Sung Mass 9.45am, Solemn Evensong and Benediction fices and Confessions as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Graeme But(3rd Sunday only) 6pm. Weekday Masses: Tues 10am, Wed
tery SSC 01429 273201
6.30pm (with Healing and Reconciliation on the 4th Wed of the
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Francis of Assisi, Hammerfield,
month). Contact: Fr Jeﬀ Williams 01460 419527 www.churGlenview Road, HP1 1TD. Under the episcopal care of the Bishop of
chofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com
Richborough. Sunday Sung Mass at 10am. Solemn Evensong and
CHESTERFIELD St Paul, Hasland, Derbyshire Sunday: Sung
Benediction at 6.30pm (4th Sunday). Traditional rite and cereMass 9.45am (Family Mass 1st Sunday), Evening Prayer 3.30pm. monial sung to Merbecke. Contact Fr Benjamin Weitzmann
Masses: Tues 7.15pm (Benediction last Tues of month), Friday 12 01442 247503.
noon, Sat 8.30am. St James, Temple Normanton, Chesterfield,
Derbyshire Sunday: Parish Mass 11.30am, Thur: Mass 7.15pm. Fr HEMPTON Holy Trinity (near Fakenham, Norfolk). ABC, FiF.
The Church on the Green. Visit us on the way to Walsingham.
Malcolm Ainscough SSC 01246 232486
Mass on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10am. Linked to the Shrine
CHOPwELL Saint John the Evangelist NE17 7AN Forward of OLW.
in Faith Parish ABC. Sunday - Sung Mass 10am. Daily Oﬃce &
KINGSTON-upon-THAMES St Luke, Gibbon Road (short
Mass as displayed. Parish Priest: Fr Paul R Murray SSC 01207
walk from Kingston railway station) Sunday: Low Mass (English
561248 p.r.murray@durham.anglican.org
Missal) 8am, Sung Mass (Western Rite) 10.30am, Evensong and
CROYDON S Michael & All Angels, Poplar Walk. Aﬃliated Benediction 5pm. 3rd Sunday each month: Teddy Bears Service
with SSWSH. Sunday: Low Mass 8.00am, Family Mass
for pre-schoolers 9.30am. Wed, 7pm Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
9.30am, Solemn Mass 11.00am, Evensong & Benediction
Sat of the month, 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham. For
3.30pm (1st & 3rd Sunday). Daily Mass Mon – Fri 12.30pm, also further information phone Fr Martin Hislop: Parish Oﬃce 020
Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am. stmichaelscroydon.com
8974 8079 www.stlukeskingston.co.uk
DEVIZES St Peter’s, Bath Road, Devizes,Wiltshire Society of
LIVERPOOL St Agnes and St Pancras, Toxteth Park (FiF
St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda parish under the episcopal care of the
under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley) Sunday:
Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All resolutions passed. Sunday: 8am BCP
Parish Mass 10am; Evensong and Benediction 6.30pm. Daily
Low Mass; 10am Sung Mass. Wednesdays - 7pm Low Mass. On Mass. Sunday School. Glorious J L Pearson Church, with modern
major festivals & Saints' Days - times vary. Contact Fr. Vincent
catholic worship, good music and friendly atmosphere. Contact:
Perricone 01380 501481
0151 733 1742 www.stagnes.org.uk
DONCASTER St Wilfrid’s, Cantley DN4 6QP A beautiful and LONDON E1w St Peter’s, London Docks A Forward in Faith
historically significant church with much Comper restoration. A parish in the Fulham Bishopric. A registered parish of the Society
Society Parish under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda. Sunday 8am Mass. 10am Solemn Mass
Modern catholic worship with a friendly atmosphere. Sunday:
Daily Mass and Oﬃces. Father T E Jones SSC 020 7481 2985
8am Mass and 10am Parish Mass. Wednesday: 9.30am Mass (fol- www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk
lowed by coﬀee morning). Friday: 8pm Mass. Saturday 9.30am
LONDON EC3 St Magnus the Martyr, LowerThames Street
Mass. Visitors very welcome. Contact: Fr. Andrew Howard ssc.
(nearestTube: Monument or Bank) A Society Parish Under the Epis(01302) 285316, mob. 0774 0932758
copal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Mass: Sunday 11am, refreshfatherahoward@gmail.com
ments following, Tues, Wed, Thur and Fri 12.30. Visitors very
DONCASTER Benefice of Edlington S John the Baptist welcome. www.stmagnusmartyr.org.uk Fr Philip Warner recwith Hexthorpe S Jude, Sung Mass Sundays 9.00am
tor@ stmagnusmartyr.org.uk
Edlington and 11.00am Hexthorpe, 7pm on Weekday SolemLONDON HA1 St George, Headstone, Harrow HA1 4RJ A Fornities, Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and Hexthorpe
7.30pm Fri or by appointment. Normal Weekday Masses: Tues ward in Faith parish in the episcopal care of Bishop Robert Ladds.
Prayer Book Catholic, professional choir, historic organ, furnishEdlington 7pm, Wed Hexthorpe 11.30am, Thurs Edlington
ings by Martin Travers and associates. Mass (1549): Sunday
7pm, Fri Hexthorpe 7pm. Divine Oﬃce recited each day
(7.30am and 6.30pm Edlington) (8am and 5pm Hexthorpe). 11am; Wednesday 9.30am. Fr. Stephen Keeble 020 8427 1253.
www.stgeorgeheadstone.org.uk
Other occasions see noticeboards.
Contact: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC - 01709858358 fr.s.edLONDON N21 Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill. A Forward in
monds@gmail.com
Faith, modern catholic parish under the Bishop of Fulham. Every
EASTBOURNE St Saviour’s A Society Parish. Sunday: Low Sunday: Said Mass 9.00am and Sung Mass10.30am with Junior
Mass 8am, Solemn Mass10.30am. Daily Mass and Oﬃce. Details Church. Weekdays: Tues to Fri 12 noon Angelus and Mass. Saturday Mass 10am. For the Sacrament of Reconcilliation and other
and information Contact the Vicar, Fr.Christopher Yates 01 323
enquires contact Fr Richard Bolton at
722317 www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
rdeb2010@btinternet.com or phone 0208 364 1583
ELLAND All Saints, Charles Street, HX5 0LA A Parish of the SociLONDON Nw3 All Hallows Gospel Oak, Hampstead,
ety under the care of the Bishop of Wakefield. Sunday Mass
NW3 2LD A Society Parish under the Bishop of Fulham SParish
9.30am, Benediction usually last Sunday, 6pm. Mass Tuesday,
Friday & Saturday, 9.30am. Canon David Burrows, 01422 373184, Mass each Sunday at 10am. For further details: Prebendary
David Houlding SSC
rectorofelland@btinternet.com

BROMLEY St George's Church, Bickley Sunday - 8.00am
Low Mass, 10.30am Sung Mass. Daily Mass - Tuesday 9.30am,
FOLKESTONE Kent, St Peter on the East Cliﬀ A Forward
Wednesday and Thursday 10am, Friday 9.30am, Saturday
9.30am Mass & Rosary. Fr.Richard Norman 0208 295 6411. Parish in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Mass. Evensong
website: www.stgeorgebickley.co.uk
6pm. Weekdays - Low Mass: Tues 7pm, Thur 12 noon. Contact Fa-

2 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

ther David Adlington or Father David Goodburn SSC - tel: 01303
254472 http://stpetersfolk.church
e-mail: stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk

Continued on page 33
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Lead
Story

Living It Out
Ian McCormack offers a parish priest’s perspective on how The Society and the Five Guiding
Principles are working

This diagram is something I prepared
for a Lent course that I offered to Society parishes locally in order to present these Society documents to our
laity. The bit at the bottom – The
Mission Parishes of Christ the King –
is not strictly relevant, as it’s the cluster of Society parishes within our
deanery that have come together to
work as closely as possible. The rest of
it is a fairly standard ecclesiology, but
one which has sadly been almost entirely forgotten within the Church of
England. It helps to explain the position of the clergy and people of The
Society, in particular with regard to
our insistence that our clergy should
be ordained by our bishops.
The bishop, by his orders and by
his communion with other bishops, is
the guarantee of apostolicity within the Church. He is the rep- believe what we do – and to teach it to our own people.
With all of this in mind, what does the new settlement –
resentative between the local church and the universal. The
members of his college of presbyters celebrate the sacraments and the vision outlined in Communion and Catholicity and A
in his name and in his place. The laity – our congregations – Catholic Life – mean in the context of parochial ministry? I
receive the sacraments celebrated by their priests knowing would like to suggest it means three things:
that the orders of all the members of the presbyteral college
are entirely interchangeable, because all of the priests repre- (1) A cohesiveness we have not always enjoyed before
sent their bishop when they stand at the altar or the font or
Previously our movement has been fragmented into large
administer the sacraments of healing and reconciliation.
It follows that if even one person whose orders are ques- numbers of priestly and devotional societies, many of them
tionable is admitted into that presbyteral college, the whole with their roots in the ‘glory days’ of the catholic revival in the
thing collapses like a house of cards, because the interchange- later parts of the nineteenth and earlier parts of the twentieth
ability of orders on which sacramental assurance rests is com- century. Quite rightly these all continue to exist and have their
particular charisms, but now under the umbrella of The Socipromised.
I have offered these introductory thoughts as a way of ety.
This makes establishing a common identity with other
showing how I have approached and taught the new settlement from our perspective at parish level. Specifically, I have clergy easier – previously, clergy might belong to one or more
of these groups and sit apart
offered you the diagram befrom the others. Then there
cause it actually worked as a
were the ‘non-joiners’ who
way of explaining to our lay
The bishop, by his orders and by his
lived the catholic life but
people how and why the thecommunion with other bishops, is the
signed up to nothing. The
ology of these documents is
Society, as a non-political,
important.
guarantee of apostolicity within the Church
ecclesiological organization,
As I said in my previous
helps to cut through this
paper, much of what we are
discussing here is not unique to Anglicanism. Quite the oppo- maze: either clergy are registered with The Society or they are
site. We are insisting upon it because it is the theology of the not.
This in turn makes invitations and living the common life
whole Church, but has been largely forgotten or ignored by
easier
– for example, the Chrism Masses that our bishops celour brothers and sisters within our own Communion. So,
whilst this ecclesiology is probably entirely unremarkable to ebrate in Holy Week each year can now be explained and adyou, it is something which we have to insist upon constantly, vertised as being celebrated by a Bishop of The Society,
in order to remind the rest of the Church of England why we together with his clergy and his people.
4 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

It also brings clarity to our relationships with other bishops of The Society. The Bishops of Richborough, Ebbsfleet and
Fulham are not ‘my’ bishop, but as bishops of The Society the
full ecclesial relationship I have with them is clear.
By extension, everything that I have said above applies to our
laity as well. We can pray for (e.g.) ‘The bishops of The Society’
and (in theory, at least) everybody knows what we mean by
that. Within the Mission Parishes of Christ the King (see diagram), our laity know that they can worship in any of our
churches as the need arises, because we all enjoy full communion with each other.
(2) A clearer relationship with the rest of the Church of
England
There is an analogy here with a Roman Catholic parish
that happens to be run by Jesuits, or Benedictines, rather than
by diocesan clergy. Clearly, the analogy is not exact, but it is
useful nonetheless. My parish and its churches are there for
the people of the parish in exactly the same way as any other
parish in the Church of England. It just happens to be a parish
of The Society, and therefore to have a priest of The Society
as its parish priest, and to look to a bishop of The Society,
rather than the diocesan bishop, for oversight.
The phrase ‘a church within a church’ is in some ways a
problematic one, because it tends to frighten the horses. But
that is in some ways what we are building. Nobody questions
the loyalty of a Roman Catholic parish that happens to be run
by Jesuits rather than diocesan clergy, and we are working to
build a situation where nobody questions our loyalty either.
Where this analogy is at its weakest is in the fact that we
can only enjoy impaired communion with our brothers and
sisters who are not of The Society. However, in this context I
would refer you back to what Bishop Jonathan described as
‘degrees of communion’. We continue to emphasise the shared
bonds of history and patrimony, and of course our canonical
integration, which we enjoy with our fellow Anglicans.
Finally, in this context, I would like to emphasise the fact
that while these documents reflect the reality of impaired
communion within the Church of England, and while we place
the highest degree of importance on ecumenical relationships,
we are not in any sense setting ourselves up as a ‘fifth column’
within the Church of England. We are, rather, working towards a model of ‘double belonging’, where our membership
of the Church of England and The Society are inseparable one
from the other. I have already mentioned that I teach in a seminary – it is not specifically of our anglo-catholic tradition, although it did used to be. I am also an Assistant Diocesan
Director of Ordinands, working with potential candidates of
all traditions and backgrounds and from across the diocese to
discern whether they have a vocation to ordained ministry.
Our clergy and people are represented at every level of church
governance, up to and including the General Synod, the governing body to which members are elected by electors of all
traditions across each diocese.
These are just a few examples of the ways in which we are
looking to embrace this ‘double belonging’; and in so far as it
is appropriate to speak of ‘borders’ at all, we do so in terms of

keeping our borders as open and as porous as possible, not least
so that whenever possible we can welcome new people (or
those who change their minds on the issues in question) into
the fold of The Society.
(3) A guarantee –without limit of time – that our position
is valid and cherished within the Church of England
This gives us the confidence to recall the Church of England to her true nature, and to be the ‘ecumenical conscience’
of the Church of England.
More importantly in terms of my brief in this paper, this
guarantee gives us the confidence to engage fully and enthusiastically in the mission of the Church: to plant roots and to
grow; to work in our church schools; to bring new candidates
to Baptism and Confirmation; to encourage vocations to the
priesthood and religious life; to proclaim the Gospel; to set up
foodbanks; to help the poor; to comfort the afflicted and to
bury the dead. In short, it gives us the confidence and the
structure to carry on doing all of the hundreds or even thousands of things – big and small – that a parish priest does as
part of his every day life. These are some of the ways in which
we are seeking to live out the documents we have presented
today. ND

The Bishop of Fulham with Fr Nigel Palmer
and Fr Matthew Topham at the ordinations at St Paul's
Cathedral
Coming in September: Summer Ordination round-up
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Christianity is part of the curriculum
Joanna Bogle on an exciting competition to encourage children to read the Bible

F

or over a quarter of a century, an ecumenical group has that they relish - bridesmaids’ dresses at Cana, plus the menu
been organising a popular and successful project for (chicken and chips and peas seems to be the most popular).
schools, in which pupils study the New Testament and But mostly there is thoughtful, sensitive writing, exploring the
write essays showing their understanding of some of the major mystery of Christ, his message, his miracles.
events of Christ’s life and ministry. It’s the Schools Bible
Following the popularity of the Schools Bible Project, we
Project, and I am currently the chairman. More particularly, have supported an initiative for primary schools. This is run
the Editor of New Directions is also involved and, among on different lines, as the idea came from a women’s group, has
much else, is one of our team of judges helping to read and been taken up by various voluntary groups in different parts
evaluate the hundreds of essays that arrive from schools across of Britain, and is funded in part by us. This is the Children’s
Britain.
Handwriting and Artwork Project, and it involves children at
The key to the Project’s success is its simplicity. Schools are primary schools writing out the Lord’s Prayer, decorating it,
bombarded with literature and propaganda about all sorts of and answering some simple questions to show their
things, along with ideas for projects, fund-raising schemes, understanding of it. Credit must go to the LOGS – Ladies
suggestions for students’ participation in
Ordinariate Group – for taking this
community events, and more. We offer It is enriching: studying these project forward in London, and other
a simple one-page leaflet, inviting pupils
groups involved have been the Catholic
things
opens
up
the
spiritual
to imagine themselves present at one of
Union of Great Britain, which in 2016
six major events in Christ’s life – we give
ran the project in schools across
dimension of life
a list, with Bible references – and to
Yorkshire and Lancashire, and this year
write about it. Deadline for entries is the end of June, and the in West Country schools.
essays are read over the summer - winners and runners-up
Want to help? We are particularly keen to spread the Lord’s
are notified at the start of the Autumn term.
Prayer project to other parts of Britain. Funds would help, as
The main winners get cash prizes for their schools, and would a commitment to run it in a particular area – covering,
personal book prizes. They come to London with their parents for example, one specific local education authority. We have a
and teachers to receive these at the House of Lords from our standard leaflet that can be printed with a local address, and I
trustee, Baroness Cox, and get a tour of Parliament, and tea. am most willing – indeed extremely keen – to come and talk
This takes a bit of organising, but is well worth the effort. The to any specific group that would like to run the project, and to
group running the whole thing is Christian Projects, initially explain how it’s done. An email to me at
established back in the 1950s as the Order of Christian Unity. schoolsbibleproject@gmail.com will put you in touch.
It has some (modest) funds so is able to pay the pupils’ fares
Above all, it is crucial to understand that Christianity has
for the prizegiving, and of course cover the other costs of the a place, as of right, in the classrooms of Britain’s schools. It is
whole Bible Project: leaflets, prizes, postage etc.
part of the national curriculum, and schools have a duty to
Is it worth while? Definitely. It allows schools to make teach it. Pupils don’t want or need vague preaching about Jesus
Religious Education real: getting pupils to ponder the being a kind person who believed in social justice: they need
significance of the Wedding at Cana, or the healing of Jairus’ to know who he was and what he taught and did, with some
daughter, or to enter into something of the
understanding of why we might number
mystery of the Last Supper. It is nonour years after his birth and how it has
threatening: pupils have a right to know
happened that an entire civilisation
about these things as part of their general
emerged following the events described in
education. It is enriching: studying these
the Scriptures.
things opens up the spiritual dimension of
Current folklore among Christians
life. It is a project open to all, and works
has created some urban legends, of which
both for the extremely able and gifted
a popular one is the conversation
pupils (we get some essays of a very high
overheard in a jeweller’s shop in which a
standard) and for those who are definitely
customer is buying a cross and is asked
less intellectually gifted but are often those
“D’you want a plain one, or one with a little
offering the deepest insights into these
man on it?” The story has gained
great events.
widespread traction because it represents
Of course we get howlers: Pontius the
what many of us sense is a frightening
pilot makes a regular appearance, and
truth: many of our young adults know
Jesus has been known to call the Apostles
nothing about Jesus Christ. The Schools
by ’phone. And there are those who enter
Bible Project is one way of helping to
into great detail on an aspect of the story
rectify that. ND
6 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

Reunion Revisited
Mark Vickers introduces his work on inter-war ecumenism

A

standard historical view is
that there was no friendly
contact between Roman
Catholics and Anglicans from the
Reformation in the sixteenth century until the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s – except for the
Malines Conversations hosted by
Cardinal Mercier in the 1920s. The
whole point, it is argued, is that those
Conversations took place in Belgium
because English RCs were so unhelpful and hostile. Imagine my excitement, therefore, as I unearthed a
whole series of Conversations which
took place between Catholics and
Anglicans in London in the early
1930s; and my delight when various
archives disgorged most of the papers delivered at those conferences, and the correspondence surrounding them. Those
Conversations were approved by the English Catholic hierarchy, and brought to the attention of Pope Pius XI.
The RC team was hugely impressive; and I have formed a
great respect for the Anglicans, too. They were not ‘representative’ in any ordinary sense of the word; but scholarly, colourful, and wholly committed to the ideal and the reality of the
Reunion of Christendom. Someone who deserves a far more
recognition than he has received to date is Spencer Jones, cofounder of the Octave of Prayer for Church Unity. I think we
might be surprised how seriously the participants took these

Church, and to Scripture and Tradition involves in practice; and what is
meant by the Petrine ministry and
authority. The scenario and so many
of the quotes from the 1930s have direct application today. Take the
words of Archbishop Alban Goodier
SJ: “The faith or the morals of one
generation cannot contradict the
faith or morals of another […] The
Church that teaches morals which
have never been the morals of Jesus
Christ declares herself formally
heretical.” Perhaps Jesuits back then
were different, too.
These Conversations do not fit the
Establishment narrative of ecumenism. Perhaps that is no bad thing
at a time when the endeavour seems to have stalled and no
longer captures the imagination of many. The record of these
1930s Conversations could serve no better purpose than if it
enables people to approach the matter with a fresh perspective
and renewed vigour, realising the imperative of the responsibility of Christian unity in a world that continues to live further and further away from God. ND
The Revd Mark Vickers is a priest of the Archdiocese of Westminster. Reunion Revisited: 1930s Ecumenism Exposed is published
by Gracewing. Review to follow.

They might find modern ecumenical
endeavours superficial
Conversations. Indeed, I wonder whether they might find
modern ecumenical endeavours just a little superficial. Certainly, these conversationalists aimed at unity at the deepest
possible level, full unity of doctrine and practice – and they
did not shy away from the difficult issues that that threw up.
We must learn from history in order not to suffer from
ecclesiastical amnesia; and both Roman Catholics and Anglicans can take a great deal from these 1930s Conversations.
Both sides maintained an absolute determination that unity
must be substantive – full unity of faith and practice – and not
some vague sentiment of goodwill. The ability to engage – on
the whole with considerable charity – on matters of doctrine,
sacramental theology, and Church history is hugely impressive.
Roman Catholics in particular might usefully re-visit
many of the issues thrown up by these Conversations to avoid
similar mistakes today: to ask what fidelity to Christ and His
July/August 2017 ■ newdirections ■ 7

‘A Lady Abbess … a Real Countess, at
the Least’ – continued
Ian McCormack concludes his consideration of issues of class and gender in the revival of the Religious Life in
the Church of England

O

ne feature of the early women’s communities which
toil and pain, lighten their difficulties, and reward every
arouses much interest among modern historians is
the least thing which they do through their love for Him.’
the division of most of them – mirroring medieval
practice – into choir sisters and lay sisters. Wantage was one
Memoirs from those who were serving sisters in these early
community that did not do this, possibly because the first per- communities are few and far between, and are either the dismanent superior (the foundress having followed Manning to contented and even malicious work of those who left or were
Rome in 1850) was Harriet Day, the daughter of a Sussex ejected from the communities, or the rose-tinted recollections
farmer. This meant that Wantage attracted a higher than nor- of elderly nuns, so it is almost impossible to judge with any demal number of women from the working class. But elsewhere, gree of accuracy whether the sentiments of these rules were
the early practice was almost unanimous: sisters were divided lived out as noble ideals, or were in fact used as instruments
into choir or lay sisters depending on
of repression.
their social status and financial conAs an aside, the Rule of the Park VilSisters were divided into choir
tributions. Susan Mumm suggests
lage Sisterhood went through a numor lay sisters depending on
that ‘women who emerged from the
ber of editions, including one that was
small business/skilled-artisan classes
especially ‘revised’ before being sent to
their social status
and below were considered suitable
Bishop Blomfield of London, who was
only for the lay order.’ This did not automatically equate to a instinctively hostile to the Community. Among the highlife of drudgery and menial service: the All Saints Sisters, for church sentiments removed was the term ‘lay sisters’, which
example, was a nursing sisterhood, and so many lay sisters was replaced with the phrase ‘domestic sisters’ or ‘the sisters
trained as nurses and rose to positions of considerable respon- who serve’. It is my contention that this was because the use of
sibility with the Community. Others did not, of course – the term ‘lay sisters’ might have suggested to the good bishop
though, as Mumm suggests that some Lay Sisters were illiter- that the other sisters, not being ‘lay’, had a vocation analogous
ate, this is hardly surprising.1
to (though of course different from) that of the clergy. Pusey
The Rule of the Park Village Sisterhood, founded in 1845 and other early founders believed that to be precisely the case,
and eventually subsumed into SMHT, was just as explicit: but the sisterhoods had to be sold to the bishops and the public
‘The Sisters who serve shall by no means be treated differently on the basis of the good works that they carried out, and not
from the others… but they shall be tenderly and cordially dealt the state of life which their members adopted. In any case,
with by the Superior and the other Sisters, since all in this Sis- what this emphasises is that in women’s communities the disterhood ought to live together, not only without murmur and tinction between choir and lay sisters (whatever they were
contempt, but with equal love, as being like Martha and Mary, called) was almost entirely down to class, financial status and
true Sisters and the well-beloved of the Lord’.2 One wonders perhaps education. In this they were distinct from the male
whether the fact that this needed stating meant that the reality communities, where the distinction between lay brothers and
was sometimes rather different. There was certainly a tone others was precisely about whether or not the individual was
which suggests that the serving sisters
ordained. For example, successive ediwere inferior beings, almost like chiltions of the Rule of the Community of
Lay
sisters
were
viewed
as
dren: ‘Whenever they go out to prothe Resurrection make this clear. That
cure provisions they shall behave
is not to say that class distinctions and
being of a lower order
with all modesty and reserve and detensions did not have an impact on the
mean themselves just as if they were
male communities in other ways: the
under the eye of the Superior.’ And this Chapter of the Rule centenary history of CR has no fewer than 23 index entries
finished with the following paragraph, presumably meant to for ‘Community of the Resurrection, class’!3
So the sisterhoods, radical in some ways, did not entirely
be encouraging:
break free of the norms of Victorian society. Nonetheless, it is
perhaps unsurprising that modern historians – Susan Mumm
‘The estate of these Sisters is very similar to that which
foremost among them – have attempted to portray the sisterour Humble Redeemer made choice of in this world, who
hoods as proto-feminist organisations. Such claims are not indedicated Himself to the service of others, without ever
accurate in themselves, but care must be taken not to mistake
requiring to be served Himself. It will greatly animate
the consequences of the life of the sisterhoods for the reason for
them in all their labours, to reflect that they are working
their founding in the first place. The sisterhoods were not
for a Heavenly Master who will take into account their
8 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

started in order to serve the feminist cause, though there is little doubt that in practice they did so, and that some women
may have joined them for that reason. John Shelton Reed’s assertion that the Sisterhoods were not a part of Feminism as
such, but rather an alternative to it, is helpful here.4
A similar problem arises in the recent work of Timothy
Willem Jones, who was co-director of the Centre for Gender
Studies in Wales at the University of Glamorgan. His discussion of Women Religious in his study of Sexual Politics in the
Church of England reaches the conclusion that the sisterhoods

ing – but that is a different lecture for a different day!
In conclusion, here is a taster of what the revival of the religious life was really about, and out of which all the other stuff
– class, gender, feminism – flowed. Two examples will suffice.
The Rule of the Park Village Sisterhood – the very first in the
Church of England – began with these words: ‘The main object of this Sisterhood is to afford opportunities for persons
apart from the world and its distractions to perfect holiness
in the fear of God and to grow in the love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, especially by cherishing and shewing forth
love to Him in his poor and afflicted brethren’. Marion Hughes
‘Provided a definite expansion of the range of activities
was even more succinct. Writing to Bishop Wilberforce of Oxacceptable for (middle class) women … They also freed
ford about her proposed community in 1849, she said, ‘The
them from the sexual and political
object proposed is twofold. First, to
demands of the Victorian The sisterhoods were not started advance the sanctification of its memprivate/domestic sphere. These exbers, and secondly to promote the
in order to serve the feminist
tensions and transgressions of the
benefit of their neighbours by works
cause
ideology of gendered separate
of mercy in soul and body’.6 The order
of priority there is about as clear as
spheres was limited. The work that
you can get.
middle-class women were enabled to do did not transgress
Yet the two were inextricably linked. Pusey, who was
the gendered boundaries of labour. It transgressed their
Hughes’s spiritual director, preached that ‘there is no deeper
class boundaries. Furthermore, the freedom from the sexsource of blessing, nor more frequent means of enlarged grace
ual and political ties of the Victorian family won in female
to the soul, than love for Christ’s sake, to His little ones and
community was not gained by resisting patriarchal het5
His poor’.7 This was an extraordinary thing for someone with
erosexuality, but by enforcing it.’
as high a view of the sacraments as Pusey to say. Yet he
You will notice that we have entered the realm of sociol- preached it repeatedly, and he lived it. And in the lives of the
ogy-speak here. I think that Jones is wrong in saying that the consecrated women who enacted the revival of the religious
sisterhoods did not ‘transgress the gendered boundaries of life in the Church of England, this symbiosis of love of Christ
labour’ – i.e. that they did not open up new areas of work to and love for the poor reached its apogee. In this context, neiwomen; but he is right in drawing attention to the fact that ther Pusey nor his sisterhoods cared about class or gender exthey did (also) ‘transgress’ class boundaries. But the real reason pectations or constructs. That failure to be concerned with the
I am quoting that paragraph here is because I want to conclude mores of the day was something with which church and sociby suggesting that neither class, nor gender, nor feminism, are ety struggled in their own time, and with which the world of
the most appropriate apparatus to use if we want really to un- academia continues to struggle today. ND
derstand the first sisterhoods, who joined them, and why. We
can use history to examine all of
Fr Ian McCormack is the Vicar of
these things – as I have tried to do
Most of the earliest sisterhoods Grimethorpe with Brierley and a member
here – but if we attempt to use them
of the Council of Forward in Faith. This
were founded to be religious
as constructs to examine history,
is an edited version of the second part of
communities
first
and
foremost
then we will miss the point.
his Clumber Lecture, delivered on 30 May
And the point is that most – I ac2015.
cept not all – of the earliest sisterhoods were founded to be religious communities first and foremost. The transgressing of
class or gender boundaries was a consequence of their exis- 1 Mumm, All Saints Sisters of the Poor p. xxiii, n. 32, 33.
tence, but most of the early sisters would have been blissfully 2 Pusey House Archive, LBV 73: Rule of the Park Village Sisterhood.
3
Alan Wilkinson, The Community of the Resurrection (1992), p. 373.
unaware of the social constructs that modern historians have
4
attempted to build up around them. The works of mercy 5 John Shelton Reed, Glorious Battle (1998), p. 209.
Timothy Willem Jones, Sexual Politics in the Church of England 1857which ‘transgressed boundaries’ were an integral part of the
1957 (2013), pp. 68-9.
life, but these were religious communities committed to phi- 6 Pusey House Archive, SHUT archive, box 1: Marion Hughes, First
lanthropy as part of their commitment to the Gospel, not phil- Rule of Life.
anthropic communities that happened to be religious. This 7 Pusey House Archive, PH74108: E. B. Pusey, Two Sermons preached
was especially true of the communities with which Pusey was (with the permission of the Lord Bishop) in the Church of the Holy Trinity,
involved – Park Village, SMHT and SHUT – and it has been Ilfracombe. (1844).
largely ignored by recent historians. This is in itself symptomatic of the fact that too much modern ecclesiastical history
is written by people outside of the Church who refuse to engage seriously with the religious beliefs of those they are studyJuly/August 2017 ■ newdirections ■ 9

FR GILBERT SHAw 1886-1967
Fr Peter CSWG on this priest, teacher of prayer, and prophet for the Church

W

hat importance for our
divided world, has a
priest who died 50 years
ago this coming August? Perhaps only,
that which concerns us all as Christians: the significance of holiness, a putting on of Christ’s new nature, the goal
set for us all and a task we all begin here
and now.
Computers were still in their infancy when Fr Gilbert Shaw died on
August 18th 1967: the IT revolution of
the last 30 years still lay in the future.
Even so, his ministry was lived out
amidst the rigorous and testing conditions of modern contemporary Western life: his life is definitely not merely
one of antiquarian interest. His contribution as a teacher of
prayer, consecrated as he was ‘to pray and suffer for holiness’,
through the exacting vicissitudes of his life, has wide applicability in our confused and troubled times.
Gilbert Shuldham Shaw was born July 10th 1886. His father was an eminent lawyer; his mother’s family had several
respected physicians and lawyers amongst her forebears.
Gilbert’s mother died when he was 9 years of age, a traumatic
event that was to affect his health as a child. In particular, it
would later lead to the development in Gilbert of a strongly
marked Christian social conscience, with compassion for all
who suffer.
That compassion was first given visible, tangible expression through a school mission to the East End, where he encountered ‘grinding poverty’ for the first time – the sight of
countless families, almost every one suffering from TB, and
men and women dressed in clothes ‘made from old sacks sown
together’i – it was stay with him throughout his life, rooting
his faith in a profound social concern.
With regard to religion up to that time expressed in a
purely formal way, he was to change dramatically through the
preaching and teaching of Fr Figgis CR, which first spoke directly to his heart, inspiring a fervent, lifelong faith.
Gilbert’s married family life began shortly before the beginning of the Great World (there were three children), and
certainly became affected later by the demands of his varying
ministry with its commitments, yet the family remained always a united one. He was destined for the Bar and legal profession, following in his father’s footsteps, but a series of
incidents that included being invalided out of the Great War,
led to a change of course and rather late (for those days) ordination as deacon and priest (he was 38 and 39 years old respectively), whilst serving as Vice Principal of S Paul’s
Missionary College, at Burgh in Lincolnshire.
Between 1927 and 1931, Fr Gilbert became full-time secretary of the Association for Promoting Retreats, and gained
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wide experience as a retreat conductor
and teacher of prayer, whilst ‘building
an extensive ministry of confession and
spiritual direction.’ii
During the Depression years, a
friendship already established with Fr
William at Glasshampton, led to their
mutual agreement for him to undertake work in Poplar as a way of being a
Christian presence – ‘the face of the
Church’ – among huge numbers of unemployed. He occupied a dis-used pub
The Sydney, to enable men there to be
clothed and fed, and to leave them fit
for work should that become available.
He was also politically active in the
area, securing fair rents and housing
and helping to raising standards of education.
For the duration of World War II and in the years following up until 1957, the times were difficult and ‘dark’ ones for
Gilbert. His experience with the ‘paranormal’, first experienced
in the earlier years, led to his serving on a sub-committee of
the Church’s Commission on Healing. He had experience of
an extensive ministry to people and situations where the ‘dark
powers’ had been operating, and much of this aspect of his
ministry would be mis-understood
It was only later to be vindicated: today, when the
Church’s Ministry of Deliverance is markedly under the authority of the local bishop, Fr Gilbert’s papers on these subjects
are still consulted in contemporary ministrations in this field.
He also became at this time one of the members of ‘the
Moot’, an intellectual ‘think-tank’ that met during the years
between 1938 -1947, which was to inspire much of the thinking behind the social and political reforms that came once the
war had ended.
However, it was the meeting with Mother Mary Clare,
the Superior of the Sisters of the Love of God in Oxford, that
proved a watershed in the unfolding of his ministry: in a characteristically ‘Gilbertian’ event, a meeting intended as a brief
formal introduction on Waterloo station, went on for four
hours, with Reverend Mother finally catching an early evening
train to Sussex! His entire life up until then had become a
preparation for these final 10 years, when he would become
first, the Sisters’ retreat conductor and teacher, and finally
their Warden in 1963.
Gilbert – priest, man of prayer, prophet
The Sisters of the Love of God would be the Community context in which that earlier spiritual formation came to be
poured out in his teaching: through homilies, Conferences and
retreats. This remarkable priest did not just teach about
prayer, but lived prayer; his life became prayer. The wellknown aphorism of Evagrius Ponticus – ‘A theologian is one

who truly prays and one who truly prays is a theologian’ –
helps further shed light on this prolific output of teaching, rich
in spiritual theology, given during these years.
It also enables us to grasp Gilbert’s understanding of what
undergirds the life of prayer: the ability to articulate the life of
the gospel in the language of the Church’s theological Tradition. The encounter with God in prayer brings the capacity to
speak ‘out of knowledge’ (i.e. experience), one of his favoured
terms. It also gives a prophetic stance in relation to the institutional Church, with concern for its being over-influenced
by the surrounding social and political norms.
However, most of this teaching material remains unpublished; it is archived in manuscript form with the Sisters at
Fairacres in Oxford. Earlier works: The Pilgrim’s Book of Prayers
and Face of Love (some meditations on the Stations of the
Cross) are still both sold and in use today, had originally been
published by Mowbrays.
The One Great Tradition
Fr Gilbert became profoundly convinced of the fundamental
unity of the spiritual Traditions of East and West, in their most
mature exponents. This unity was real despite different theological terminology and varying emphases. His own growth
was formed in the Western tradition, with the influence of St
Catherine of Siena, the Imitatio, the Flemish mystic Jan Ruysbroek, St Teresa of Avila and St John of the Cross being especially prominent.
However during the late 50’s and early 60’s a number of
Orthodox theologians and writers published their works in
the West: Vladimir Lossky, Nicholas Zernov, Fr Sofrony and
Archbishop Antony Bloom, to name the most illustrious. Fr
Gilbert rejoiced in this wider theological and spiritual development, since Orthodox theology was able to articulate more
accurately his own experience in prayer and contemplation.
Sacramental ministry
Fr Gilbert had a wide and extensive ministry of spiritual direction, largely through the confessional. For him, the foundation of any life of prayer required a disposition of ‘penitent
dependence’, and sacramental confession was therefore the
normal channel for directing souls. Whether the figure of two
thousand penitents quoted in his biographyiii is accurate, he
was always in great demand for counsel and instruction.
His celebration of Mass might perhaps today raise some
eyebrows. His praying of the Mass on occasions was known to
take as long as an hour and a half ! He prepared for every mass
with great care, and always carried his intentions with him. Fr
Gregory speaks about this in the booklet produced to commemorate the 25th anniversary of his death:

1. To be in our Lord’s drawing, of all things to the Divine
Unity.
2. To pray for and teach the recovery of the great tradition
of prayer, and especially to support and instruct the
contemplatives in the world and the religious life.
3. To pray for the increase of vocations to the priesthood
and the religious life, especially CSWG and SLG
4. To pray and suffer for holiness for all men everywhere,
but especially for the priesthood.
5. To stand and go on standing in our Lord’s overcoming
and in his reversal of evil.
Perhaps it is these Mass intentions, which give us the clearest insight into the life of this great priest. His whole life
had become one offering with Christ in the Eucharist; and
the same light and power of healing as is manifested and
communicated in the Eucharist, was operative in his
teaching and spiritual direction.’iv
Final witness
Perhaps the most enduring witness Fr Gilbert leaves with
us is one passed on by the Sisters who were with him before and after he died. The present writer recalls visiting
Fairacres as a novice in the early 80’s, and hearing this firsthand from Mother Mary Clare. A more recent account
by a former SLG sister speaks of how Gilbert’s body,
‘clothed in white priest’s vestments, with a small chalice
and paten in his hands’, was ‘radiant’ in the light of transfiguration.v
This recollection remains a powerful reminder of how Fr
Gilbert understood Christian life as a work of transforming
our natures into the new nature of Christ. Yet speaking on that
very theme in a homily on the Feast of the Transfiguration
only 12 days before he died, he quoted some words of Pope
Leo: ‘yet among the trials of this present life, we must ask for
endurance before glory’ [Sermon 51]. That would appear to
have been precisely what Fr Gilbert did:
Our call is to die to self, to live for Christ in his reconciliation of all things. We must learn from the Transfiguration that the whole of our body and soul is to be
sanctified. The moment of vision passes…that we may listen to the voice of Jesus, that being faithful to our call we
may be transfigured.’vi
Fr Gilbert pray for us!

ND
i

‘Father Gilbert had a wonderful capacity as celebrant of
the Eucharist to draw the whole assembly into a unified
offering by means of his own recollection and unity of selfgiving by, with, and in Christ. He always took to the altar
with him a little prayer book, in which were written his
principal Mass intentions. They were also the intentions
of his life:

Such a Long Journey Rodney Hacking p.10 (Mowbrays 1988)
Fr Gilbert Shaw (1886-1967) A Memoir (A Further Study) Fr Gregory CSWG OTS No 22, page 4
iii
Hacking op cit. p.5
iv
Fr Gilbert Shaw Fr Gregory CSWG OTS No 20 a booklet to mark
the 25th anniversary of his death
v
An article on The Transfiguration: August 2016 Monthly Bulletin
of the Orthodox Parish of St John of Kronstadt, Bath
vi
idem.
ii
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The Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell: 1943-2017
Serenhedd James gathers memories of this holy bishop

B

ishop Geoffrey Rowell died early on
scarcely known to the rest of the Church of
Sunday 11 June, aged 74, after a
England: contacts and friendships he mainshort illness. It has not gone unretained for the rest of his life.
marked that it was Trinity Sunday, and that
One of his students recalled him turning
while most of the great number of people
up breathless to a lecture one morning in
whose lives he touched were fretting over
1994: “I’m so sorry I’m late, ladies and genhow to meditate on the deep mystery of the
tlemen – I’ve just been appointed Bishop of
indivisible Godhead without falling into
Basingstoke.” In those days there was little
error, he himself slipped gently into its full
controversy over the appointment of tradiand perfect knowledge.
tional Catholics to the episcopate, or their
After Winchester and Cambridge he
translation to diocesan sees. Although he
trained for Holy Orders at Cuddesdon, behad, with Eric Kemp, vigorously opposed
fore its later mutation into Ripon College.
the Forward in Faith Statement on ComHe wrote his doctoral thesis under the sumunion, he continued a doughty champion
pervision of the great nineteenth-century
to the end; and shortly before his retirement
historian David Newsome, later remarking
he was one of only three members of the
that it had been a golden age for the period:
House of Bishops to vote against the infaat Cambridge Newsome, Owen Chadwick, and Alec Vidler mously inadequate women-bishops Measure of 2012. To some
shared over thirty doctoral students between them, all work- of the tributes there has been a certain end-of-term atmosing on aspects of the history of the nineteenth-century phere: although it is said that the door is always open to similar
Church.
appointments, recent events have shown that there is trip wire
He was ordained to the assistant chaplaincy of New Col- across the threshold.
lege, Oxford, in 1968, becoming Chaplain and Fellow in TheAlthough he once called Basingstoke “a rather Gilbertian
ology at Keble in 1972. There he was not, perhaps, among the See”, the present Bishop of Winchester has described him as “a
most popular members of the Senior Common Room; but he much-loved pastor” during his time there. Within a few years,
was known for his good rapport with undergraduates. As well however, his commitment to ecumenical engagement, toas stimulating a lively chapel life, he used his position on the gether with his known love of travel, made him an obvious
advowsons committee to safeguard the churchmanship (and choice to serve as Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe after Dr John
sometimes the survival) of parishes entrusted to the College’s Hind’s translation to succeed Dr Kemp at Chichester in 2001.
patronage.
He took up his new brief with gusto, and worked tirelessly to
In 1974 Oxford University Press published his weighty make sense of the geographical idiosyncrasies of a diocese that
Hell and the Victorians, a study of eschatological controversies extends from the Arctic Circle to Northern Africa. When he
in the nineteenth century. In the next few decades it was fol- retired he described the work as having been “one of knitting
lowed by sacramental, devotional, and historical works, in- the scattered chaplaincies together”.
cluding The Vision Glorious: Themes and Personalities of the
His successor, Dr Robert Innes, led the tributes in the DioCatholic Revival in Anglicanism (Clarendon, 1991), The English cese of Europe. “For 12 years as Diocesan Bishop”, he wrote,
Religious Tradition and the Genius of Anglicanism (Ikon, 1992), “Geoffrey embodied the Diocese in Europe in his own characand, with Rowan Williams and the late Kenneth Stevenson, ter and personality. He managed to remain a serious academic
Love’s Redeeming Work: the Anglican Quest for Holiness (OUP, whilst also carrying out a demanding pastoral ministry. He
2003). Oxford made him a Doctor of Divinity in 1997; and he was a great ambassador for a traditional, catholic, Anglicanwas the last serving diocesan bishop to hold the distinction.
ism.”
In 1983 he was instrumental in organising a huge celebraDr Innes, who had been one of his priests in the diocese,
tion in the University Parks, just next to Keble, to commem- remembered him personally as “unfailingly kind, warm, and
orate the 150th anniversary of the Oxford Movement. It set hospitable”. He was equally fond of being on the receiving end
the scene for the large Eucharistic events
of generous hospitality: his Chairmanship
‘A great ambassador for a of the Nikean Ecumenical Trust and his
of that year, which were to play a major
part in consolidating the catholic conHonorary Fellowship of Keble, together
traditional, catholic,
stituency at a time of trial and testing.
with his long service as Chairman of
Anglicanism’
From Keble, too, he began the visits to farCouncil at St Stephen’s House and Presiflung places and exotic Churches which were to be a feature dent of the Dr Pusey Memorial Fund, provided opportunities
of the rest of his life. These journeys were often made with for convivial engagement, often on the grand scale. Counsel
groups of students, and – in the best tradition of the early Ox- would frequently be imparted as the wine flowed, alongside a
ford Movement pioneers – he made contact with hierarchs stream of anecdotes which he often told against himself.
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For the scholar, teacher, and champion of truth his death
on Trinity Sunday could hardly have been more apposite; but
he had not had long to enjoy his retirement, into which he had
transitioned more smoothly than many had expected. From
his book-lined home in Fishbourne he had continued to plan
new projects and adventures; while he served as an Honorary
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of Chichester, where he had
also been a Wiccamical Prebendary until his translation to
Gibraltar.
“Geoffrey’s long association with the diocese of Chichester
has been characterised by the generosity with which he shared
his gifts of holiness, learning, and personal friendship,” wrote
the Bishop of Chichester, Dr Martin Warner. “We shall miss
his presence, his imaginative understanding of the past and of
traditions that enrich our own, his humour, his hospitality, and
his encouragement of younger scholars, lay and ordained, and
the enthusiasm with which he helped them identify the value
of their hopes and plans.”
Geoffrey Rowell leaves behind him a rich legacy of academic and spiritual fruit, including a quiverful of adored and
adoring godchildren, and hundreds of spiritual disciples. It
cannot be denied, however, that his death brings into sharp
focus the final abandonment of the Church of England’s venerable tradition of choosing scholars to share the episcopal
ministry with administrators. It also severs yet another strand
linking the Church of England to its Catholic inheritance, at
a time when it can ill afford to be cut. He was, perhaps, the last
Having prepared a talk about pastoral care for the terminally ill I
have been reminded that our life
in Christ is ‘a living death.’ In a society where the prevailing view of
death is negative and fearful the
Christian faith views it as none
other than the ‘gate of life.’ To
those who walk through the valley of the shadow of death life in
the Spirit takes on a new urgency
and becomes an absolute priority.
Those of us who are in rude
health need to remind ourselves
that this same shadow is ever
present – just around the corner:
the next step, or the next breath.
So many of our great classic
prayers bring the fact of death
into the centre of our consciousness: ‘pray for us sinners now and
at the hour of our death’ from
the Hail Mary, ‘ at the hour of my
death call me and bid me come
to thee,’ from the Anima Christi.’
The daily prayer of the church enfolds the expectation of death
with light: ‘you overcame death
and opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers,’ from the
Te Deum, and , of course, the
Nunc Dimittis ‘ Lord now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace.’

RECTOR of WINCHELSEA and ICKLESHAM
The Guild of All Souls and the Bishop of Chichester seek a Rector
for the Joint Benefice of Winchelsea and Icklesham (population:
2000). We offer a modern catholic liturgical tradition at
Winchelsea with choir; central/rural tradition at Icklesham. Two
church schools: one VA and one VC. Modern Rectory.
We seek: a good communicator able to understand the opportunities and challenges of rural ministry and able to collaborate and
sensitively implement change.
The Parish Profile is available on the Church website:
www.winchelseachurch.co.uk
For further details: contact@guildofallsouls.org.uk
Closing Date 11 August 2017
Enhanced Level DBS Required

of the establishment Catholics: uncompromising in faith and
doctrine, yet at the same time deeply embedded in the structures of a Church of England which once recognised its need
for leaders of his intellect and integrity. ND

Ghostly
Counsel
A good death

Andy Hawes is Warden of
Edenham Regional Retreat House
In Compline there is the wonderful collect thanking the Lord that
he ‘lie in the sepulchre and did
make the grave to be a bed of
hope for thy people.’
It is the task of personal prayer
to contemplate the fact of our
own death. Bishop Edward King
taught that a good place to review our spiritual life is to consider the fact of our own funeral.
History is populated with people
who had skulls on their desk or
coffins propped up in the corner
of their bedroom. As John Donne
reminds us ‘the bell tolls for thee.’
This need not be a gloomy contemplation, it is, ironically, a vital
one: to engage with the fear and
anxiety that physical dying and

death brings with it a deeper
awareness of our need to ‘ know
Christ and the power of his resurrection’ and reorder our lives
around the call to live in the Spirit
in the present moment. This is
when life in Christ becomes a living death: ‘He must grow greater
and I must grow less.’
Our hope in Christ is not for
this life. If we place all our hopes
and aspirations in this ‘fleeting
world,’ and look for our security
in material possessions we are no
better than the farmer in Jesus’
parable
ND who built a bigger barn
to set himself up for a comfortable life. ‘You fool, your soul is required of you this night.’
One of the pities of parish life
has been the demise of Evensong,
not least because the lexicon on
the evening hymnody has passed
out of the language of our prayer
and worship. I am so grateful that
I know so many by heart ( as others readers surely will) They include: ‘Teach me to live that I
may dread the grave as little as
my bed; teach me to die that so I
may rise glorious on that awful
day.’
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Good and faithful servant
Peter Russell Jones remembers Bishop David Thomas

‘T

he time of my departure has come. I have fought for in this exhortation there is much that reminds us of David’s
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept ministry. The Apostle lays certain responsibilities upon Timthe faith’ 2 Tim.4.6-7. Thus wrote St. Paul to his othy, reminding him that he does so in the very presence of
younger colleague Timothy, convinced that his death was im- Christ, the Christ who is to be the judge, in the full awareness
minent. As we all know, Bishop David was granted no such of his future coming in glory. Timothy is to communicate the
awareness of how close his death was. It came suddenly and gospel under all circumstances, be they propitious or otheraltogether unheralded. He had no opportunity to articulate wise. He must not shirk the task of challenging inappropriate
anything in the face of it, whether profound or prosaic. But we and sinful behaviour. He is commanded to ‘reprove, rebuke
can say on his behalf: he has fought the good fight, he has fin- and exhort’, this last word meaning also ‘encourage’ - and God
ished the race, he has kept the faith. He has fought the good knows how much we need encouragement. He must recognise
fight – that moral and spiritual conflict against sin, temptation that Christians do not always have an appetite for what is good
and the evil one which we must all
and wholesome. Then, as now,
engage in if we are to be disciples of
David knew that as a bishop he did there will be those who are always
Jesus Christ. For David, that fight
wanting novelty (those with ‘itchnot cease to be a brother to all his ing ears’), or who desire a gospel
is over; he has finished the race –
the course that God allotted to
which endorses their own desires
fellow Christians
him, that took him to a life lived
and accommodates their own apbetween Oxford and Wales, as layman, deacon, priest, and petites; there are those who seek for the endorsement of their
bishop. He has kept the faith – kept it whole and uncompro- behaviour, whereas it is that very behaviour which calls for remised, undiluted and unadjusted by the passing ideologies and buke and challenge. Timothy must withstand these pressures,
fashions of this world; he has lived and proclaimed the biblical, patiently and persistently preaching the divine word. He must
orthodox, catholic faith of Christ in its fullness and its glory reckon with suffering, and never cease to fulfil the evangelistic
right to the end of his life and ministry.
task of drawing others to Christ. It may be that St. Paul’s choice
I mentioned a moment ago a rather obvious fact about of words may suggest that Timothy was not a natural evanDavid that is true of all of us – that he lived the first phase of gelist; nevertheless the evangelistic task was one in which he
his Christian life as a layman. Of course, the theological tradi- must engage. In short, he must fulfil his ministry.
tion in which he stood gave him a clear conviction of the digAs I have sketched out the tenor of these verses, I do not
nity and place of priests and bishops in the divine economy, doubt that many of you will recall occasions on which we have
and a sense of the privilege that some of us have in serving God seen Bishop David discharging precisely these tasks. I rememin the sacred ministry – but this was never to diminish the ber him coming to my parish to administer confirmation. As
place of the laity. Some of you may remember the words of St. he preached I felt my heart lift as he challenged our candidates
Augustine that David quoted at the time of his consecration clearly and directly to the personal love and following of Jesus:
as Provincial Assistant Bishop: ‘with you, I am a Christian; for this was just what I longed for our candidates to hear, it was
you, I am a bishop’. David knew that as a bishop he did not what they needed to hear, and they were hearing it. Then there
cease to be a brother to all his fellow Christians, and that the was that other occasion in Brecon Cathedral towards the close
episcopal dignity he was about to receive was for their good, of our Credo Cymru annual Festival of Faith on Holy Cross
not for his personal kudos and enjoyment. I suspect that his Day (or thereabouts). It had been decided that year to conacute sense of the worth and value of the lay state owed much clude the day with a simple, said, ‘no frills’ Evening Prayer. But
to Rosemary. Theirs was a shared ministry, though not in what David chose to preach. I can still see him standing in the centre
may strike us as the rather curious manner in which that aisle of the cathedral in his convocation robes as he preached
phrase is used in some modern Christian communities. There a short address, challenging any there who had some kind of
was never any doubt that David was the priest, the bishop; controversy with God to have done with it and move into the
nevertheless their life and ministry was a shared one, whether peace of reconciliation with him. These are my memories; you
that was expressed in obvious or subtle ways. They were, in St. will have your own. Many have spoken of the wonderful pasPeter’s lovely phrase, ‘heirs together of the grace of life’ 1 toral care that David showed to those committed to him: the
Pet.3.7.
distances he would travel to visit a sick or needy individual,
You will need no encouragement from me to keep Rose- the phone calls (which were never short) when he knew that
mary and all David’s family in your prayers in the coming days. things were difficult. But always, whether prominently or in
Those of us who are here today feel that we have lost a very the background, there was this care for the souls of men and
dear friend; how much greater must their loss be to whom he women. Nothing of jurisdiction was ever conceded to him; he
was husband, father, grandfather, or in-law. May the Lord up- had only the power of persuasion, but he used that power. We
hold and comfort them in the weeks and months to come.
knew that David’s pastoral care was driven by love; we also
But let us turn back to St. Paul’s parting words to Timothy, knew that he would not endorse in us anything that struck
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him as unholy. His very friendship
course, the central point of the pasAs David preached I felt my heart lift sage – he urges them, ‘Do not rerendered us accountable.
As I draw to a close I want to
joice in this, but rejoice that your
as he challenged our candidates
glance briefly at the passage from
names are written in heaven’ Luke
clearly
and
directly
to
the
personal
St. Luke’s Gospel which we heard
10.20. Yes, we do rejoice in all that
for our liturgical gospel a few minGod did in and through David. We
love and following of Jesus
utes ago. It concerned the return of
rejoice in all that manifested God’s
the seventy-two from their mission, and their report back to love and grace, in all that spoke of the supernatural power of
the Lord. They are on what we might call a ‘spiritual high’. the gospel to raise and bless sinful and needy human lives. Nev‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!’ Luke ertheless, this is not to be the focus of our rejoicing at this re10.17 Jesus’ reply is more accurately translated, ‘I was seeing quiem eucharist. Rather, we rejoice that David’s name is
Satan fall like lightning from heaven,’ as if he were describing written in heaven: that the saving power of Jesus Christ has
what lay behind the spiritual victories experienced by his ser- touched and claimed his life, and that he is already ‘with
vants: their triumphs were the visible manifestation of the Christ’, the Lord he loved and served. To that fellowship and
breaking of the power of Satan in the hidden spiritual realm. glory may God in his love and mercy bring us all.
Furthermore, the Lord promises to his agents a continuing exThis homily was originally preached at the requiem mass for
perience of that victory. Nevertheless – and this contrast is, of David Thomas, Bishop. ND

who gets priority?
Michael Fisher affirms that all baptized Christians are baptized in the same Spirit

O

ne of my favourite comedy actors of all time is the
late and great Peter Sellers: very late in fact, because
Sellers died as long ago as 1980. Yet many of the
movies in which he played leading roles still pop up on TV
channels – films like Dr Strangelove, Heaven’s Above, I’m All
Right, Jack, and The Pink Panther. I’ve got quite a few of his
audio recordings, including a compilation of comic sketches
entitled The Best of Sellers, in which he does nearly all of the
different character voices. One of them is called ‘Common Entrance’, and it has to do with a father who’s trying to get his son
into a good school. Having unsuccessfully tried Eton, Harrow
and Winchester, he goes along to a fourth-rate establishment
which he describes as being ‘in the heart of the swamp country.... a difficult place to get into, and harder still to get out of.’
He’s shown into the headmaster’s study, then the rather formidable headmaster appears, and the conversation runs something like this:
‘Tell me, headmaster, what type of pupil do you have in
this school?’
‘We have two types of pupil: Class A and Class B. At mealtimes the Class A boys get priority’.
‘And the Class B boys?’
‘They get food.’
‘Do you mean to say, headmaster, that the Class A boys
never eat?’
‘I never pry into their private lives...’
Class A and Class B, and the Class A ones get priority. According to some, there are two types of Christian: Class A and
Class B. The Class A ones are those who proudly call themselves ‘born again’ Christians: people who can recall some dramatic moment of baptism in the Holy Spirit which changed
their lives for ever, a moment of spiritual rebirth. And then
there’s the rest of us, who were probably baptized as infants
and therefore have no recollection of it. There is, sadly, a ten-

dency on the part of some of the ‘born again’ variety to believe
that they really do have priority, that infant baptisms don’t really count; that they are ‘in’ and everybody else is at the back
of the queue. I well remember a confirmation class in which
one young man told me how much he resented having been
baptized as a baby, because he had been denied the conscious
experience of being ‘born again’. I thought this through for a
moment, and then said to him, ‘How do you know that the
Holy Spirit has not been at work within you all these years,
working too through your parents and godparents, and others
who have encouraged you as you have been growing up? How
can you be sure that, if you had not been baptized as an infant,
that you would be here now, as part of a confirmation group?
And he took the point.
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In point of fact the expression ‘born again’ is applicable to erable state of distress. She told me that her husband had just
everyone who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, died, and apart from the emotional turmoil she was in, she had
and embraced the Christian faith. God touches the lives of no idea of how to set about the practicalities of registering a
men and women in a variety of ways; in the overwhelmingly death, contacting undertakers, and arranging a funeral. So I
sudden moment of revelation, such as that of St Paul on the invited her in and began to sort things out with her, then and
road to Damascus, or the slow bit-by-bit fitting together of the over the days which followed. But – a funeral? That was just
jigsaw puzzle, like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus as about the last thing, the very last thing that I felt like taking
they grappled with the Scriptures, and tried to make some on. I had asked God for help, and he’d sent me a widow. But
sense of the world around them. In either case there was a then, that was the answer, wasn’t it? Or at least part of the an‘born again’ experience: a new beginning.
swer: ‘That’s the job I’ve given you to do; you received the grace
Today we can all wish ourselves a ‘happy birthday’ as we of the Holy Spirit at your ordination – so get on with it. And
celebrate the feast of Pentecost, and the gift of the Holy Spirit isn’t that what Bishop Michael would have expected of you?’
that we received at our baptism, and which was first poured So I got on with it, and, paradoxically, that was the start of my
out on the twelve apostles in such a dramatic and unforget- spiritual recovery to the point where I was able once again to
table way that they could only compare it to a rushing wind trust my calling and was all the stronger for it. So Bishop
and flames of fire. We read on in the Book of Acts to discover Jonathan’s words at the Chrism Mass this year – which was
how transforming that experience was, as the apostles found all to do with the Holy Spirit’s presence with Christ and with
themselves able to communicate the good news of the gospel us – had a particular resonance, when he said that ‘we need to
to all kinds of people: language, race, social standing being no trust the unshakable faithfulness of Christ and the strengthlonger a barrier. And it’s a matter of historical fact that within ening power of the Spirit.’
the lifetime of many of those twelve, the gospel had been taken
The gifts which the Holy Spirit confers on us are many and
to some of the remotest parts of the known world: to the bor- various, as St Paul tells us in his first letter to the Christian
ders of Spain in the west, and – if we believe the Glastonbury community in Corinth. Varieties of gifts – and he attaches a
legend - even to the shores of Britain; then in the east as far as long list – but all the work of the same Spirit, are ‘poured out’,
India, St Thomas being the founder of the church which still he says, ‘for all of us to drink’. But they are not given for our
bears the name of Mar Thoma.
own private self-indulgence, nor is the Church – in which
Out of the many attributes – and indeed, gifts – of the these gifts are manifested – some kind of private members’
Holy Spirit, I would like to home in on just one, namely, the club just for the few. All of us are called in some way to engage
Paraclete, a strange word of Greek
in mission, for it is God’s will that
origin, but so frequently applied to
I had asked God for help, and he’d all should have the chance of having
the Holy Spirit. It translates into
their lives transformed, of being
sent me a widow
English as ‘advocate’, ‘consoler’, ‘enborn again. So what about you and
courager’ – one who comes to your
me and the task that we have in this
rescue, stands beside you and supports you when the going particular corner of the Lord’s vineyard, and indeed in the
gets tough. ‘Comforter’ is another translation, but not as a kind wider world we inhabit out there Monday to Saturday? Reof spiritual baby’s dummy or a ‘there, there, pat-on-the head, member that there’s no such thing as ‘Class A’ and ‘Class B’. We
have a sweetie’. ‘Comforter’ derives from the Latin confortare, were all baptised in the same Spirit and we all receive the same
meaning ‘to strengthen’, which is also the root of fortitude, one spiritual sustenance in the mass. The ‘big issues’, or what we
of the Four Cardinal Virtues, and one of the Spirit’s gifts. So might think are the big issues, may well be beyond our control,
the Holy Spirit is the one who brings strength and courage in but here, within the membership of this church, we have the
times of trouble. As the Bishop of Ebbsfleet explained in his God-given resources to carry out the tasks that he has given
homily at this year’s Chrism Mass, our faith is sometimes re- us right here; some of these may not have surfaced yet, but
vealed in paradox, and he continued, .‘..we experience the Holy they are here waiting to be unlocked. Above all, we have the
Spirit most deeply not in strength and achievement and being assured presence of Christ himself, as in this and in every mass
successful Christians, but in moments of loss, times when we he fulfils his commitment to us: ‘Lo, I am with you always –
feel vulnerable and out of our depth.’
even to the end of time’.
This was my own experience some years ago when, for a
variety of reasons – problems in the parish, concerns about
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole
wider issues in the Church, sickness and bereavement amongst
body of the Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer
people I cared about – I hit the rocks and found myself in a
which we offer for all your faithful people, that each in their
very dark place. The final straw was the sudden death of
vocation and ministry may serve you in holiness and truth to
Bishop Michael Houghton, the second Bishop of Ebbsfleet, at
the glory of your Name: through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
the age of 49. He was of the saintliest people I have ever
Christ. Amen ND
known, and had been in post for little more than a year. His
funeral in Bristol cathedral took place on the penultimate day
Fr Michael Fisher is a retired priest in the Diocese of Lichfield.
of that year – and indeed of the millennium. On a Sunday af- This article formed part of a sermon preached at St Michael’s, Cross
ternoon a few days later, the doorbell rang, and on answering, Heath on Pentecost 2017.
I found a woman whom I had never seen before, in a consid16 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

LECTERNS - 2

O

ne of the mysteries surrounding the mediaeval brass eagle lecterns is their survival,
since the reforms under Edward VI were
marked by a plundering of parish churches akin to that
of the monasteries just over a decade earlier. The example at Chipping Campden (ND June 2016) was
presented to the church in 1618 – where had it been
since it was made around a century earlier? Similarly
the example at Little Gidding (1: Hunts) was presented to the church by Nicholas Ferrar in 1625; could
it have belonged to nearby Sawtry Priory? The example at Oundle (2: Northants) is said to have belonged
to nearby Fotheringhay (ND Nov. 2015).
Another type of Gospel lectern survives from earlier times. A cluster of churches in Derbyshire - Crich
(3), Mickleover (4), Etwall, Chaddesden, Spondon
and Taddington – as well as a very small number in
other counties, contain a simple stone lectern affixed
to the north wall of the sanctuary. They are just a sloping support for a book. They date from a time when
the Gospel was read facing north, towards the lands
of darkness and the pagan hordes. In the God-denying
21st century, one would presumably need a lectern
slowly rotating through a full 360 degrees to achieve
the same end.
For more, read: - J. C. Cox, Pulpits, Lecterns, and
Organs in English Churches, Humphrey Milford, Oxford
University Press, 1915. For the brass eagles, see C. C.
Oman, ‘Medieval Brass Lecterns in England’, Archaeological Journal, LXXXVII, 1930, pp. 117-149 ND
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the way we live now
Christopher Smith realizes that he would have been regarded by some as having moved away from ‘Scriptural
Truth and Primitive Rites’

F

or the amusement of visitors,
there hangs in my downstairs loo
a photocopy of a page from a
magazine called The Rock dated 12 May
1882. The Rock was one of a number of
Christian journals that sprang up in the
mid-nineteenth century, of which the
Church Times is about the only survivor.
The Church Times was established in
1863, the same year as the consecration
of St Alban’s Holborn, and set itself to be
the journal of the High Church party,
but The Rock came from an aggressively
Protestant stable. Somehow or other –
I don’t think I’ve ever asked him how –
that page from The Rock came to be
framed on the wall of the flat of my college chaplain, Fr Jeremy Sheehy, and one
day I asked to borrow it and photocopy
it, so it is possible that priests and people
in Manchester diocese may have seen it
in a downstairs loo there, too!
The page in question is headed,‘The
Centigrade Ritualometer’, and it takes a
dim view of ritual practices going on in
churches like ours. By degrees, ritual activities are more and more disapproved
of, until ‘Scriptural Truth and Primitive
Rites’ (0°) eventually gives way to ‘Rome’
(100°). It’s interesting and amusing in all
sorts of ways, not least because of how
different priorities seemed to be then
from now. Quite significant on the way
up, at about 17°C, and marked out in
capital letters, is ‘HYMNS ANCIENT
AND MODERN’. The accompanying
text warns that, ‘Not until the absolutely
false and pernicious teaching of Hymns
Ancient and Modern is publicly avowed,
and if not proclaimed from the pulpit,
carolled from the chancel, is a really serious well-marked advance of error
made’. I wonder what they would have
made of the English Hymnal when it
was published in 1906.
‘Procession of choir and clergy’ only
gets you to about 5° (a little extra for including a processional hymn), but
‘Longer route for procession’ takes you
to 10°. I thought of that at our Patronal
Festival recently, when the beautiful Vic18 ■ newdirections ■ July/August 2017

torian banners also got an outing (18°),
and we might be said to have laid on ‘Excessive Music’ (47°). Quite why ‘Offertory bags’ are in the twenties centigrade
I don’t know, but I now feel I ought to
introduce them (since we have baskets),
and there are some things on the scale
that have lost their significance with the
changes in Catholic practice in the last
half-century, like ‘Evening Communion
abandoned’ (12°) and ‘Crossing at End of
Creeds’ (45°). And one of those capitalised key moments, the next one up
from ‘CROSS ON “ALTAR”’, is ‘SEPARATION OF SEXES’. It has, I imagine,
been a very long time since any church
in England requested or required that of
its congregation, but in 1882 the practice
registered at only 42°.
And I am always intrigued by what
appears to be the tipping point for The
Rock. At about 55°, again in block capitals, comes ‘NO PRAYER BEFORE
SERMON’. Why such a big deal? In the
Prayer Book, what immediately preceded the sermon was ‘Briefs, Citations
and Excommunications’! But in the article’s text we read that from the time
when this dangerous staging post is
reached, ‘Henceforth no concealment is
or can be necessary, and with increased
speed, further progress is made, till the
customary prayer before the sermon is
discarded. At this point, some breathing
time is usually necessary, for here is the
very distinctly marked and rarely mistakable advent of unconcealed false
teaching.’ Very quickly now flows ‘sacramentalism undisguised’, as church life is
corrupted by guilds and sisterhoods (if
only!), coloured altar cloths and eucharistic vestments (68°), wafer bread
(75°), and (the last of the capitalised
stages, at about 82°) INCENSE. Another degree and we arrive at ‘Entire
Congregation Spectators at Mass’, which
it really shouldn’t be nowadays, although
from the priest’s point of view it occasionally feels like it, then Masses for the
Dead, Confession, Transubstantiation,
Purgatory and the Reserved Sacrament.

Where, then, is your church on the
Centigrade Ritualometer? To be at 100°
you must have gone to Rome, but you
may find, having got there, that ‘Communion in one kind’ (99°) was put away
in favour giving people the chalice some
years ago. How times, and priorities,
change. Nowadays you might find many
of the externals that so exercised The
Rock in all manner of CofE churches, but
none of the theology, none of the teaching, that make a church ‘Catholic’.
Nowadays, it seems to me, you need to
know what underlies the teaching rather
than relying on what you see. But that’s
why we have SSC and our Society Bishops!
***
On the subject of patronal festivals, I recall a conversation with a friend a few
years ago about the special hymns we
sing at the celebrations on our feast days
– you know the sort of thing, the ones
peculiar to the parish and not in any
hymn book. We have one about St
Alban, Laud the grace of God victorious.
We tend to know it by the name of its
tune, Craggy Way, taken from the third
verse:
Craggy way and steep and narrow,
Dark and drear the path of blood;
Cruel foes were pressing round him
As he touched the Jordan’s flood,
Yet he fought, a soldier valiant,
And the enemy withstood.
Like an ugly baby in the eyes of its parents, we think it’s beautiful. I just wonder, following that conversation long ago,
whether it might be worth getting these
hymns together to ensure that they don’t
fall by the wayside. If anybody wants to
email me with theirs, and its special tune
if it has one, I can be contacted through
the New Directions email or the St
Alban’s Holborn website. Who knows –
maybe the publisher of the pernicious
Hymns Ancient and Modern would be
interested! ND
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Editorial

T

he summer season is upon us and in
the life of the church that can only
mean two things: ordinations and
patronal festivals. This year’s statistics show
a rise in the number of those being ordained;
over the past few years there has been a
steady rise in the number of younger candidates. Ordinations to The Society have continued to hold steady and we can be rightly
proud of the number and calibre of the candidates. If we want to maintain this calibre
then we need to ensure that theological education is of the highest calibre as well. The
Catholic movement of the 19th Century is
rightly famous for its pioneering work in
areas of social reform but we ought not forget
that these seeds were planted in the academy.
We need to ensure that we have priests to
serve in our parishes but also priests and lay
people to teach in our theological colleges
and on the courses that train for ordination.
It may be that someone doesn’t have a vocation to the priesthood but that does not
mean they don’t have a vocation to teach and
train our priests and people in order to equip
them for the work of the church. Equally we
ought to encourage (and not hinder) priests
who are considering work in academia. We
need to be a movement that works in all
areas of the life of the church. That is what
mutual flourishing is all about – being at the
table, offering our skills, and working for the
spread of the Gospel.
Tied up with the idea of mutual flourishing is one phrase that raises its head during
this season which is ‘sacramental assurance’;
that the person receiving a sacrament can be
assured that it is valid and efficacious. The
Society seeks sacramental assurance in all
that it does, so that those who worship in Society parishes and seek the ministry of Society priests and bishops can be sure of the
sacraments they receive. This does not detract from the ministry of others in the
Church of England, on the contrary it sets
them free to get on with the work of building
the church and spreading the Gospel. This
work of spreading the Gospel is the very
work we in the Society are likewise dedicated
to accomplishing to the best of our ability. As
with all matters of conscience there will be
those on both sides who have a change of
heart and we must be respectful of that. This

will however raise questions and issues in the
future for us when it comes to sacramental
assurance; the time is soon coming when our
Council of Bishops and others will have to
deal with this in a pastoral but theologically
rigorous way. To fail to do so would be to ignore our past and jeopardise our future.
A recent advertisement for a ‘Strategic
Programme Manager’ in the Diocese of
Truro required the applicant to lead and
manage the ‘transforming mission’ programme across the diocese in order that
churches might be appropriately resourced
for mission. All well and good you might
think, a valuable work to be done to help
build the kingdom. If you read on you would
discover that ‘you do not need to be a practising Christian’ to hold the post but simply
‘sympathetic’ to the work of the Church of
England. Whilst it is fair to say that a fresh
pair of eyes might shed new light on the Diocese of Truro it is hard to see how someone
with no Christian faith would be able to adequately manage the post, one which surely
must be grounded in prayer. We wonder how
many other senior development posts in the
Church of England are offered to those of little or no faith? At a time when parishes are
struggling to pay contributions to the diocese
as well as manage their buildings it is hard to
see how dioceses can justify employing
someone who does not fully join in with the
Christian mission of that diocese. The
Church of England needs to think seriously
about her future. Growth comes when people are clear and serious about their faith,
when they are confident in the Gospel message. This message offers hope to a world that
desperately needs it. As the national church
the Church of England has an important role
to play in speaking out about issues that affect the lives of all men and women. In doing
this however we cannot divorce God or our
Christian faith from it. The work of the
church should not be simply seen as one of
valuable social work but the one of bringing
about the Kingdom of God. In order to do
this our leaders must share our Christian
faith and our desire to grow in discipleship
the people of God. We in The Society need
to commit ourselves to this work alongside
our sisters and brothers. ND
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Secular
Liturgies

Tom Sutcliffe goes to Halle in search of Handel

A

s a former professional countertenor, I confess there are all
sorts of reasons why I do not
terribly like the countertenor voice in
opera. Of course the male alto belongs in
all-male choirs, though a strong line-up
of boy altos (as at Westminster Cathedral when I sang there in the 1960s) is a
great idea in fifteenth- and sixteenthcentury non-English polyphony. My
problem is the promotion of countertenors as a substitute for castrati in
Handel and other seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century dramatic works. For
Handel there was no question that
countertenors were very inferior to castrati, who could be lower or much higher
in their range. In fact he seems often to
have been happier with female mezzos
singing male roles, which now are often
given to countertenors.
I never sang a Handel role on stage,
though I loved and worked on many
arias. We had to transpose Monteverdi’s
Ottone in Poppea up, to enable me to
make it effective as a tenor falsettist. In
Darmstadt in 1970 our Nero was an
American tenor who was the original
Lysander in Britten’s Aldeburgh Dream.
I held my own judging by the critics,
even if my singing was about to be destroyed by the lack of understanding
back then of the difference between
falsettists according to what their natural voice was. And there is also of course
the fact that castrati could push their
voices in volume and every other way
exactly as women do – because without
secondary sexual characteristics they
could bring adult strength and dimensions to bear on their vocal organs.
Authenticity is a mere marketing ploy
in Handel. A few Handel conductors
like the excellent Laurence Cummings
(artistic director of Göttingen’s Handel
festival) lead often from the keyboard,
and only wave their arms and hands
about enough to satisfy concert-goers
who enjoy watching how maestros wield
their power. But it was the soloists, especially castrati and a few select (and ‘difficult’) women stars, who led
eighteenth-century baroque opera performances assisted by the leader of the
strings. Countertenors – bearded and
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hairy-chested, however orientated, to
assure their public that they are all-male
– are a false fix.
Of course, there are other issues with
Handel. Like Tchaikovsky he has been
recruited as perhaps gay, convicted without evidence apart from not being a
Bach-type family man. I went to Handel’s birthplace, Halle, for the first time
in May: a modest interestingly historic
Saxon town on the Saale river, tributary
of the Elbe. Handel’s father’s house is a
museum, including a floor devoted to
musical instruments including a surprising number of pianos. There was a crop
of Handel biographies a few decades
back which I read without hoisting in
the interesting fact that Handel’s mother
was a clergyman’s daughter and his father’s second wife – the first having been
quite a lot older than his father at the

Authenticity is a mere
marketing ploy
time. One of the works I enjoyed at the
Göttingen Festival was the Brockes Passion – which benefited from a wonderful
newish English tenor called Rupert
Charlesworth as Peter (and the First Believer), who I had not heard before. It is
a much more theological Passion drama
than either Bach’s Matthew or John settings. Handel almost certainly knew
Brockes at university.
A concert at Göttingen of Handel’s
settings of Brockes’ sacred poems was
ruined by its taking place in a neoclassical RC church with a terrible obscuring
echo; but the Passion setting was superbly done in the large modern
Stadthalle. Its pietistic theological comment, intended to provoke one theologically into taking one’s faith more
seriously, really made its impact. I know
Handel was (in the best sense) patronised during his influential long visit to
Rome by a worldly opera-loving cardinal
for whom he wrote a good deal. But he
did not convert; and the evidence of his
English oratorios, especially Messiah, but
Theodora too, and even operas like Alcina
(which is really Handel’s Tannhäuser,
with a strikingly ‘biblical’ understanding

of sexual indulgence), on
top of his continuing closeness to his
mother and
his
evident
Christian sincerity, seems to me to make unreported
visits to Molly houses or any pursuit of
other sexual experience unlikely.
Visits to opera in the German-speaking world are not always fun, I must say.
Nicole Heaston, standing in at a few
days’ notice for Kate Royal who had
abandoned ship in the title role of Alcina,
was astonishingly warm and alluring –
and in some ways fitted perfectly into
Lydia Steier’s rather Josephine-Bakerish
staging, with its 1920s showgirl backdrops. But why did those marooned
lovers (who had been turned into animals on Alcina’s island when she had lost
interest in them as partners) become a
typing pool once they were human
again? Alcina is defeated by a faithful
wife’s devotion and love. Basel’s La Cetra
ensemble, conducted by Andrea Marcon – with various fine singers unknown
to me – was well worth the trip, and I
wish I had had time for Basel’s wonderful art galleries.
Alas, I was booked to go on at once to
Stuttgart, where the new production of
Tchaikovsky’s gripping and tragic musical adventure Queen of Spades by the
reigning team of Jossi Wieler and his
dramaturg co-director Sergio Morabito
– who a few months back turned Handel’s Ariodante into a football opera –
turned out to have been set in ‘the timeless space of a slum in St Petersburg.’ Of
course: so obvious. A note in English explained that ‘contrary to Pushkin, the
events in the opera are not realisticallycoded. Every character has fallen out of
its social context after a catastrophic
event. The only “real” thing left is the
rampage of the starved student Hermann.’ No army, no nannies, no gambling club for upper-class people, or ball
at which the Empress appears. Instead,
a bundle of clichés about life, which
don’t fit the story. One has to suffer gross
stupidity in the cause of art. ND

views, reviews and previews
art
HOKUSAI
Beyond the Great Wave
British Museum
until 13th August
If there is one Japanese artist people in
the West have heard of, other than Yoko
Ono, it is Katsushika Hokusai (1760–
1849). This interest began soon after his
death when he became the leading artist
behind the late nineteenth century European cult of japonisme. This fashion
produced such masterpieces as ‘The
Mikado’ and led Van Gogh to reckon
that to some extent all of his own work
was based on Japanese art.
Hokusai’s prints first entered the
British Museum’s collection just eleven
years after his death and the Museum
holds the 90 unpublished volumes of the
catalogue raisonné of the woodblock
prints. That huge catalogue suggests how
extraordinarily prolific Holusai was. He
also kept on changing his lodgings,
ninety-three times before he died. And
he kept changing his name to reflect new
artistic foci, though ‘Hokusai’ was kept
on as part of his brand.
All this change was not a matter of
fashion but of spiritual growth. Hokusai
believed that with age and experience
came a greater and a mystic depth to his
work, a transparency to the natural
world and the invisible spiritual forces
which are the life of that world. This exhibition shows this spiritual growth in
the last thirty years of his life, the time
when he produced his greatest works. It
does so not just with the woodcuts but
also through paintings, painted panels
for which Hokusai submitted designs,
drawings and drafts for the woodcuts.
The woodcut designs are especially
rare because the woodcut designs were
stuck onto the block and then cut up. A
number of Hokusai’s survive from print
series which were left incomplete when
economic crises undermined the art
market. These crises especially hurt
Hokusai’s sales. His work was more pre-

cisely drawn than that of most artists
and he required a very high standard of
carving of the woodblock. In an economic downturn this made his work too
expensive to produce so his drawings did
not get as far as being carved onto the
blocks.
The exhibition not only gives this
kind of practical insight into Hokusai’s
work, it also shows the artist himself was
culturally different to what we might
have presumed. Like many Japanese
artists of the time, Hokusai was a
Nichiren Buddhist. He continually repeated sutras while walking about and
myth was important to him. In this
show the last great paintings reflect on
dragon myths and Hokusai had long
considered himself under the protection
of the Northern Star and Mount Fuji.
There is also an example of the daily exorcism drawings he made as an old man,
pictures of Chinese lions dashed-off
with freedom and panache, then thrown
out of a window to ward off devils, and
saved by his pupils. And there is a red
pigment on silk painting of Shōki the
demon-slayer, probably made to ward
off a small-pox epidemic in Edo (Tokyo),
a vivid and forceful work, if ineffectual
as a prophylactic against small pox.

These late paintings are more traditional than the woodcuts but are equally
fine. However, something very different
is going on in the genre paintings from
the early 1820s which were made for the
export trade. These are brightly
coloured ink and colour works on Dutch
paper which at first glance look like
tourist tat. But they are strange pictures
and they anticipate the great prints.
Here for the first time Hokusai works
with unconventional viewpoints. The
subject matter is also often bizarre, but
only when the lower classes are involved
- scenes with the upper classes are much
more conventional. Three works stand
out. ‘A Fisherman’s family’ verges on the
Dali-esque with children hanging from
an anchor and the fishermen caulking
his net. In ‘New Year scene,’ there is the
novelty of deep perspective and two dogs
sniffing eachother. ‘Sudden rain in the
countryside’ is not necessarily a picture
you would want on the wall but the
strong lighting was revolutionary in
Japanese art and the liveliness of the individual leaves in a storm looks forward
to the books of nature prints, ‘Large
Flowers’ and ‘Small Flowers.’
And it is the books of prints, especially the ’36 views of Mount Fuji,’ which
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are the core of the show. These works
did not come easily and it’s worthwhile
taking a good look to see the struggle
Hokusai had to reach maturity. For example, ‘The Great Wave’ had a number
of wave forebears. The one on show is
very stiff and rather silly. And the first
prints of boats struggling against the
waves are cramped and do not have the
structure of the ‘The Great Wave.’ But
the experiments paid off. ‘The Great
Wave’ is a great print and the British
Museum has put on show their finest
version of the print. Though at one level

the work is a symphony of blues there is
a subtlety of yellows and greys in the sky
which is easily missed. The rhythm of
the picture lies not just in the big wave
but in the correspondence between a
smaller wave and Fuji itself, and the echo
of ying and yang in the dark and light division of the picture. For all its abstraction, this is a typically precisely observed
work both as to place, time and season,
and to the fishing boats racing to bring
to harbour the first tuna catch.
That combination of precision and
abstraction is seen above all in the con-

trast of ‘Red Fuji’ and ‘Pink Fuji.’ The
‘Pink Fuji’ gives us design and beauty and
a real sense of early morning as compared to the more famous but cruder
(because of wear to the woodblocks)
later printing. It’s not as famous as ‘The
Great Wave’ but ‘Pink Fuji’ is as great
work of art which shows detail and skill
at the service of vision.
The show is closed between 3rd and 6th
July for rotation of some of the light sensitive works.
Frank should go.
Owen Higgs

music

of mortality and then is taken by his
guardian angel to the place of judgement. Along the way the soul questions
the angel about what is to happen, hears
the prayers of the priest and his friends
gathered around his death bed, and is
verbally assaulted by demons, while
choirs of angelicals sing of the faith in
which the man has died. The climax of
the poem comes when the soul says, ‘I go
before my Judge’. In the Oratorio this
moment is expressed in a mounting
crescendo which ends with a profound

awe and admiration. … I must feel that
the central idea is as true as it is noble …
: the longing of the soul to behold Deity,
converted, by the mere act of sight, into
a self-abasement so utter, that the soul is
ready, even glad, to be hurled back to any
depth, to endure any pain, from the moment it becomes aware of God’s actual
perfection and its own utter impurity
and meanness.’ This is the central idea
of the Dream: when we see God in His
utter perfection our own tawdriness is
shown for what it is, vain pomp and
bombast. And then, with Gerontius, we
will cry, Take me away. As St. Paul expresses the truth of it, ‘Now we see only
reflections in a mirror, mere riddles, but
then we shall be seeing face to face. Now
I can know only imperfectly; but then I
shall know just as fully as I am myself
known.’ (1 Cor. 13: 12. Jerusalem Bible)
In the Dream of Gerontius Blessed
John Henry Newman has given to all
Christians a vision of our journey to the
Place of Judgement after death, in which
is God, clothed in blinding light. In a
very real sense it is not God who then
judges us, but we who momentarily
looking upon God convict ourselves; ‘I
shall know just as fully as I am known.’
There is here no spiritworld as spoken of
by the medium nor the ghosts and mediums of the exam question. There is
rather a sublime confidence that the
mercy of Almighty God who, in Christ
and the Holy Spirit, longs for all humankind to see Him, to know Him, to
be known by Him and so know themselves without shadow that they may live
in the love of the Most Holy Trinity for
all eternity. You will not spend £10 or so
better.
David Fisher

THE DREAM OF GERONTIUS
John Henry Newman
A conversation that I had recently with
a lawyer of my acquaintance led me to
buy a copy of ‘The Dream of Gerontius’
by Blessed John Henry Newman. The
reason I did this was that the lawyer had
recently taken on a new client who happened to be a medium. This client had
had a conversation with the lawyer in
which the medium spoke of her beliefs
about the ‘spiritworld’, a profoundly unChristian view of life after death as reported to me. At the same time I noted
on a GCSE exam paper for this year the
following question: “Ghosts and mediums show that non-religious people
should believe in life after death.” Discuss. (Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
5RS01/01 - 2017) It seems as though
belief in the ‘Spiritworld’ is all about!
I had first come across the Dream
whilst at Chichester as the Elgar Oratorio and recall using my knowledge of
that in a seminar about death and judgement, saying something like ‘I can only
speak poetically about death and judgement as Newman does in the Dream of
Genrontius’, to the approval of Fr. Halliburton the then Principal. So, what
was it that Blessed John Henry Newman
had written that impressed itself upon
me then, and now?
For any unfamiliar with the poem or
the oratorio the Dream concerns the
death of an old man and his journey to
the place of judgement. On this journey
the soul is first helped to let go the bonds
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silence out of which the soul cries, ‘Take
me away, and in the lowest deep there let
be be’. The soul is gently laid in the ‘penal
waters’ of purgatory while the souls
there sing in confidence Psalm 90, ‘Lord,
Thou hast been our refuge from one
generation to the next’. The whole poem
is deeply imbued with the faith of the
Church in the goodness and mercy of
God. The climax of the poem expresses
the Christian hope of resurrection open
to all who call and look upon the mercy
of Almighty God. Charles Kingsley,
Newman’s adversary in the period immediately before the writing of the
Dream wrote, ‘I read the Dream with

SEMELE
Garsington Opera
What ends with a tired little boy in a
winged gold lamé jumpsuit sitting in a
recently-vacated coffin surrounded by
three dozen bottles of booze? Annilese
Miskimmon’s Semele, that’s what. I shoehorned myself into a dinner jacket after
a generous friend invited me to join his
party at Garsington Opera’s now not-sonew home at Wormsley Park in midJune. The modern pavilion – all glass,
light wood, and metal – is a thoroughly
pleasant place to spend a summer’s
evening, with fading natural light and
seats comfortable enough to stave off
concert-bottom. The air-conditioning
keeps the place beautifully cool, which is
particularly helpful after the dinner-interval.
Heidi Stober soared as the
lovestruck, ambitious, and doom-courting Semele, with some magnificent virtuosic coloratura work. She often
appeared on stage holding a feather, presumably to signify an off-stage liaison
with Jupiter. This was a little confusing,
I thought, as surely she couldn’t have
been rolling about with him in his guise
of an eagle. How would that even work?
But then you never know with those
Roman gods, so I let it pass.
Robert Murray as Jupiter, the willing object of Semele’s desire – “the
shape-shifting king of the gods”, as the
programme called him – came particularly into his own in the da capo section
of Where’er You Walk, the one tune from
Semele that everyone remembers. His
was a powerful but not overbearing
presence throughout. Meanwhile, David
Soar as Somnus (he doubled up as Cadmus earlier on) managed to combine
gravity with humour: at one point his
rich, sonorous voice offset his battle with
a frisky and suggestive duvet; while
Christopher Ainslie, whom I last saw
giving a tour-de-force performance in
Bach’s St John Passion at Cape Town on
Good Friday, was on superb light form
as Athamas.
But Christine Rice’s Juno stole the
show: all rage and vengeance, with just

Sensible staging, attractive scenery,
and some witty mise-en-scène prop
placement helped the action move
along, with a liberal sprinkling of special
effects. Firecrackers went off, chandeliers rose and fell, and in the first scene a
giant heart of roses toppled as Semele
fled from her impending marriage to
Athamas. Old-school gimmicks, perhaps; but strangely satisfying, even if
other reviewers have been a bit snooty
about them.
This was a seriously competent offering: musically accomplished, and at
the same time funny and even camp – at
one point the chorus appeared as air
stewards with golden wings on their
caps, and the gold lamé was not restricted to baby Bacchus – but not to its
detriment. The moral of the tale still
came over loud and clear: be careful for
what you wish.
Garsington’s season continues with
Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro, Rossini’s Il
Turco in Italia, and the premiere of Roxanna Panufnik’s Silver Birch. www.garsingtonopera.org
Serenhedd James

JOHAN PERSSON

theatre

the right amount of frumpiness, and her
glorious mezzo range used to full effect.
She was always either heavily pregnant,
about to give birth, or nursing a newborn; and usually surrounded by a gaggle
of little girls in pink dresses – making the
point (if a little heavy-handedly) that she
was the goddess of childbirth. This was
lost on a lady behind me, who whispered
to her companion ‘but what’s the point
of all those children?’ It was even written
in the programme: some people are beyond help. Deeply nonplussed by the arrival of Bacchus, Juno’s thunder rippled
even to the closing moments of the final
act – a stunningly effective performance.
Jonathan Cohen – of Arcangelo and
Les Arts Florissants, and making his Garsington debut – very properly directed
the music from the harpsichord. The
chorus was on fine form, and it was good
to see a former Christ Church lay clerk
among the basses. A chorus can make or
break a performance like this – and particularly this one, with polyphonic choruses that are notoriously difficult to
stage – but they pulled it off well. The
words were as clear as a bell, which is not
something that should be taken for
granted.

Flirting with danger: Heidi Stober as Semele (left), with Christine Rice as Juno
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books
MARTIN LUTHER
Catholic Dissident
Peter Stanford
Hodder & Stoughton 434pp hbk
ISBN 978 1473621664 £20
This year is being used to mark the
500th anniversary of the Reformation,
taking as its starting point the date on
which Martin Luther is thought by some
to have nailed his 95 Theses to the door
of the church at Wittenburg. Remembering, even celebrating, this date has received mixed reactions across the
Church of England; with some evangelicals enthusiastically celebrating and
producing Reformation resources, and
penning articles calling for a new reformation, while others in the Anglican
fold will allow the anniversary to pass
without a mention. No surprise, you
might say, for a Church which is so
broad it is being stretched to breaking
point (ND, Dec 2016).
The reaction of the Roman Catholic
church, however, has been far more interesting. Following on from the Second
Vatican Council’s decree on ecumenism,
Unitatis Redintegratio, and the subsequent 1999 Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification by the Lutheran and
RC churches, the German Catholic bishops have hailed Luther as ‘a religious
pathfinder, gospel witness and teacher of
the faith.’ Far from being an example of
local bishops going ‘off message’, the German statement fitted in well with papal
announcements such as Benedict XVI’s
that ‘Luther’s phrase “faith alone” is true’,
and Pope Francis’s positive-minded clarification of Luther’s intentions as one
seeking to ‘to renew the Church, not divide Her’.
Into this context comes a biography
of Luther by the RC writer and journalist Peter Stanford: previously editor of
the Catholic Herald, and contributor to
the Tablet and the Daily Telegraph. Stanford confesses to being intrigued by a
man whom he finds hard to like, but
cannot help admiring. After all, in
Luther, we have a man who quite literally changed the world in which he lived,
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and in doing so shaped the Europe in
which we live today.
Europe in particular owes Luther: for
breaking the stranglehold of the late
medieval Catholic Church over all aspects of life, religious or otherwise; for
his championing of ideas of individual
responsibility, freedom of conscience
and worship; and for showing how
powerful, well-entrenched elites can be
confronted and vanquished, if only you
have the courage. [p.6]
Stanford argues that, in creating and
shaping the modern world, Luther has
also come close to achieving his aim of
reforming of the Catholic Church; albeit
over a longer time-period than he might
have wanted. The post-conciliar reforms
that have led to mass being said in the
vernacular, the laity receiving the Eucharist in both kinds, and even the acceptance of married priests – in cases
where Anglicans and others have
‘crossed the Tiber’ – is, declares Stanford,
all pure Luther.
But – given that there are more
books and papers written about the reforming friar than anyone other than
Jesus – why has Stanford produced another biography? Simply because he feels
that while the academy has focused
upon Luther, the only other groups to
have done so are those who have used
him for their own purposes: producing
either hagiographies, or overly critical
works designed to allow Luther’s challenges to be ignored. Someone ought to
produce a biography that allows Luther
to speak unencumbered by what followed, and thus allow the man to be
judged based on what he was trying to
achieve, rather than those with their
own axes to grind.

Stanford has, therefore, three goals in
mind: to enable the reader to understand Luther’s complex personality; to
his explain his theology at a popular
level; and to place Luther and this theology in its historical context, thus attempting to show why and how Luther
had the effect that history records. Stanford’s biography, then, attempts to bring
Luther to the people having been
stripped of the myths and accretions of
the past five centuries: he bases the book
solely on Luther’s own works, and the
Tischreden or Table Talk from the last
quarter of Luther’s life. Such an approach certainly isn’t afraid to sacrifice
some sacred cows of Luther mythology
in the process, such as the nailing of the
95 Theses to the door at Wittenburg, or
Luther’s famous ‘Here I stand, I can do
no other.’
Stanford largely achieves what he
sets out to: this is an accessible, easy-toread biography that introduces the
reader to complex theology, history, and
sociology without allowing the narrative
to get bogged down in technical niceties.
One gets a sense of Luther as an interesting man of his time with both attractive and ugly characteristics, which when
combined with courage and a sense of
divine calling, culminated in a man unafraid to take on the world and win. This
is a biography for those who wish to dip
their toes in Christian history without
wading in too deep; and should have a
wide appeal. If you mark the Reformation anniversary in no other way this
year, read Stanford’s biography to gain a
fresh perspective on a pivotal moment in
the history of the Church.
Mike Print

TALKING ABOUT DYING
Help in Facing Death and Dying
Philip Giddings and others
Wilberforce 181pp pbk
ISBN 978 0995683204 £8
Most people know how they would like
to die: suddenly, without any idea what
was happening, but with sufficient
warning for their closest relations and
friends to be at the bedside; lying there,
but during a long walk in some part of
the countryside that is special to them;
at home, but surrounded by nurses and
sedated. The problem is, of course, that

we cannot have it all, yet the wildly unrealistic hopes we have for our demise –
and for the deaths of those we love – are
to blame for the problems we have when
it comes.
That we keep our hopes for death
hidden, and thus unexamined, is a problem; and, as Philip Giddings says, ‘silence
will not do’. Silence may not do, but what
will? Giddings, a distinguished former
synodsman, whose wife died suddenly
while the book was already in production, gets it right when he says that
‘words seem necessary, yet inadequate.’
Regrettably, the words Christians
find when confronted by death are especially so. If our contemporaries encounter the Christian religion at all, it
will be in the context of birth or death.
For most of them, death. It is, for all the
Fresh Expressions and Ash Wednesday
cupcakes (ND, March 2016) with which
the Church of England tries to tempt
people back to faith, the best opportu-

nity for explaining the Christian faith to
non-believers we have. It is maddening,
then, that the Church of England should
be the country’s largest single provider
of humanist funerals.
Talking about death is something all
Christians should be ready to do, and
this book can help. Giddings contributes
the most moving parts; but even his

chapters have good, practical, advice for
talking to the bereaved. Elaine Sugden,
an oncologist, writes very usefully about
the diagnosis of a fatal disease and talking to children about death. Her insistence that ‘it is important at the outset
to use the words “death” or “died”’ is salutary.
Martin Down, in an excellent chapter
on ‘talking about life after death’, confronts the mess Christians have caused
by being too cautious in doing so. ‘For an
opinion to deserve respect’, he points out,
‘there must be some evidence or reason
to support it.’ Christians must not ignore
the Resurrection of Jesus. The historical
evidence for this distinguishes Christian
hope for life after death from the ignorance and superstition with which we
are surrounded.
In the task of combatting spiritualism
and the refusal to confront death, a book
like this is a very necessary weapon.
Tom Carpenter

Forward in Food
This month we consider what one might cook for the new editor

N

ow, where were we? The Editor, having finally decided that we have spent quite long enough on the
reducing diet, is demanding food, and demanding it
now! No time for the shops, still less for the market – if only
for the very good reason that the market doesn’t come to town
for another four days. So: what is there in the fridge? What
is there in the cupboard? And what is there in the wine rack?
As it’s Monday, there is of course about half a cold roast
guinea fowl in the fridge. There is also getting on for a pint of
rather good lightly-thickened stock which passed muster as
gravy yesterday and will have to do duty as the base for our
sauce today. Naturally, there is some double cream looking for
a purpose in life, as well as a few mushrooms. (If there aren’t
enough, I shall bulk them out with some soaked dried porcini
– in fact, I may introduce some anyway!)
Start with a finely chopped onion. Sweat gently in some
unsalted butter, perhaps with a glug of olive oil to stop it burning. A little crushed garlic would be a welcome addition, particularly if you managed to get some of the really fat and juicy
new season stuff at the market last week. Add plenty of sliced
mushrooms, season and leave to fester awhile. A few leaves of
fresh thyme would help, too. Meanwhile, look in the cupboard for some rice. Long grain is what you’re after today, although you could at a pinch turn to Basmati. (Turn to
Arborio and you’ll end up with entirely the wrong dish!) In
another pan, melt some more butter and gently sauté the rice;

when it is glistening, up the heat and add a generous slug of
white wine or, perhaps, dry sherry. As the liquid sizzles, add a
generous pinch of saffron and stir vigorously. (I read the other
day that saffron gives up its colour and flavour better in hot
alcohol than it does when soaked in a little boiling water, the
way we all learned to do it at school. I don’t know if it’s true,
so consider yourselves guinea pigs in this regard.)
If you have a few fresh podded peas you could add to the
rice, then do. If you only have frozen, they’ll do nicely, but
hold off for five minutes. Add water equivalent to double the
volume of your rice (you did remember to measure the volume of your rice, I hope?); season with a soupçon of sea salt,
bring to the boil and then simmer very gently until virtually
all the water has disappeared, and small holes have begun to
appear in the surface of the rice. (If you want to add a stock
cube to the water, don’t.) Remove from the heat, place a double thickness of kitchen towel on the surface of the rice, place
the lid on the pan and leave to finish cooking in its own steam
for ten or fifteen minutes.
Back to your other pan. By now, the mushrooms have
given up most of their liquid and those juices have virtually
disappeared. Add the left-over stock and bring to the boil.
Simmer to reduce until you have a sauce of an attractive, sultry
appearance. Keeping it on a low light, add sufficient double
cream to take the sauce from merely sultry to downright sinful.
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Strip the meat from the carcase of the guinea fowl, discarding the skin. (Do not get confused here – the guinea pig
was something else altogether!) Slide the cold meat into the
hot sauce and gently heat through. Finally, beat a couple of
egg yolks with a very little lemon juice and stir into the sauce
only when you have removed it from the heat. In a moment,
it will be transformed from downright sinful to fabulously seductive. A garnish of fresh chopped herbs might con you into
thinking what you are about to dish up is healthy. Chives if
possible.
Some cheese to follow. I seem to have some bits of leftover Camembert, Gruyere and Roquefort which will do very
nicely with some decent bread or, if you must, a few cheese
biscuits. Grapes are forbidden.
Luckily, I’ve got a few strawberries left over from last
evening, so we’ll finish with them. Sadly, though, all the double
cream went into the sauce for the main course. Whatever you

do, don’t panic. Simply suspend disbelief, hull the strawberries
and sprinkle then with freshly squeezed lemon juice and a little
freshly ground black pepper. Eat, preferably with a dessert
fork.
Those familiar with the oeuvre of Michael Flanders and
Donald Swann will remember that ‘Once it’s been opened, you
know it won’t keep’ so a new bottle will need to be opened to
wash down this improvised supper. Given that it is the height
of Summer, a soothing chilled rosé will do very nicely, particularly if you took the precaution of picking up a bottle of
Chapel Down English Rosé from Tenterden in Kent, the last
time you were in Waitrose. In fact, if I were you, I’d pick up a
couple of bottles, as the blurb on the vineyard’s website has it
spot on! “A delicate rosé which epitomises English summer with
its abundance of strawberries and cream”. What more could one
ask? Indeed, a veritable feast fit for a new Editor! ND

A summer tipple
Audubon gets ready to relax
Tanqueray Rangpur Gin
Readers of New Directions with good memories for terrible
prose, or who only take it for these pages, might remember
that my first gin review for this august publication was for
Tanqueray 10, back in the days when my gin consumption was
out of a love for the taste, rather than duty to my Editor. Alas,
I was told not long afterwards, by a seminarian who looks like
he enjoys a drink, that I’d written about the wrong Tanqueray,
and that this gin named after the quasi-mystical Rangpur lime
was worth my time. Wanting to be thorough in my investigations, and to give the public what they want and deserve, I have
put a large amount of research into this month’s gin edition.
I’m glad I did. Whilst the overtly
citrus nature of this gin may not be
to everyone’s taste, it gets a massive
thumbs-up from this reviewer.
Lovely fresh nose, with the lime not
totally prominent but there nevertheless. It’s on the palate that the
lime really sings though. It takes
some of the juniper notes away, and
will cut through your tonic as well,
before fading away gently into a
slightly less than blockbuster finish.
You’ll want to put some lime in it as
well, for vitamin C and to feel good
about the fact that this bottle will
disappear quickly. It makes for an
interesting twist on a martini, although not quite to my own taste.
But you’ll want to keep it for your
G&T’s really.
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Château de Berne Provence Rosé
The British summer is famous for its
brevity, for beer gardens and for England cricket collapses. Summer 2017
is shaping up to be no different, with
the possible exception of being even
warmer than normal. My current location is far too hot, but I can’t for the
life of me find my shorts. Someone,
somewhere, is trying to teach me a
lesson about being tidy. Yet even in
the uncomfortably sweaty state in
which I find myself, I’m pleased that
already I know this summer won’t
have been wasted for me. This was finally the year when I caught onto
rosé wine. I mean I finally got it, understood the fuss, and whilst not an
apostle, I’m certainly keen to discover
more about it. That’s in no small part to this little gem, which
I opened with friends whilst a splendid, and considerably more
expensive bottle of claret was breathing. Fear not – this is no
mere warm up act. From a well known producer in Provence,
this is definitely worth some of your money. It’s bone dry, like
all classic Provençal Rosé, and has a wonderful aroma of fresh
red berries, backed with a touch of white pepper. Mid weight
in the mouth, but with a wonderfully crisp finish, the only
problem you might have with this is openly sharing it with
your friends. It is redolent of Friday evenings or long Saturday
lunches. I’d advise you to buy it by the case and always have
one in your fridge door. At least until the weather turns. ND
Available at Waitrose at around £10.49 per 75cl bottle

Summer Diary
‘Thurifer’ now uses public transport

P

olitical autobiographies rarely appeal to me. I cannot within walking distance of where I lived; otherwise I used my
complain that they are invariably self-righteous and car. I now find that a large amount of my time is spent on a
self-exculpatory; that is their nature, after all. Gener- bus, train, or the London Underground. There are few better
ally I find them irritatingly unreflective, often dull defence of places to view my fellow men and women, and to contemplate
the indefensible. Occasionally, however, one comes along that what the zoologist Desmond Morris described as “the naked
bucks the genre. One was R. A. Butler’s “The Art of the Possi- ape”. Often I see acts of unbidden politeness, courtesy, and conble.” This sly, slim volume said more about politics and power sideration; but these are outweighed by examples of self-abof the decades after the Second World War than Harold sorption, sullen indifference, hostility, anger, rudeness, and
Macmillan’s several door-stopping instalments. Given their ri- unpleasantness. All of which feeds my misanthropic outlook;
valry and Macmillan’s success in climbing the greasy pole, it and were I not to believe in Easter Joy (a phrase which rescannot be a surprise. Butler’s feline and witty literary revenge onates in my inner ear in the sepulchral tones of the late Dr
may be more enduring.
Kemp) my misanthropy would be boundless. Yet there are ocI have just finished reading a memoir that rival Butler’s. Frist casions when my irritation gives way to something different,
published in 2015, William Waldegrave’s A Different Kind of and perhaps less unworthy.
Weather: A Memoir is beautifully written, wry, learned, alluA group of teenagers boarded a bus. They were children
sive, amusing, and revealing of a rich inner life. There is some- with learning difficulties or cognitive impairment. Half way
thing to savour on every page, some turn of
through the journey one of the girls began to
phrase, some insight, some rueful regret. He
scream
hysterically. It seems that a passenger
A large amount of my
set out with high ambitions, won many of
who had boarded at a subsequent stop had
time is spent on a bus sat beside her, and inadvertently and unwitthe glittering prizes, knew virtually everyone you needed to know (there are rounded
tingly triggered the reaction. The two teachportraits of Isaiah Berlin and Victor Rothschild) and achieved ers present dealt with the incident swiftly and sympathetically,
ministerial office. Although he lingered for some time in the calming the distressed girl and apologising to the similarly dismiddle ranks, he finally made it to the Cabinet. And he fell.
tressed passenger. At the same time a child in a pushchair
The “Arms for Iraq” controversy may leave some to scratch began to cry loudly and insistently.
their heads and find it difficult to remember what happened.
The cries of both the girl and the child were piercing and I,
For his part – more sinned against than sinning, and shafted along with the rest of the passengers, winced but tried to igby the bounder Alan Clark – Waldegrave had to sit through a nore what was happening; not that we could have done anyCommons debate on a motion to censure him. He was saved thing effective. But as I felt the irritation rising, something of
by one vote and the resignation speech he had in his pocket my better nature asserted itself. Here teachers and a parent
was not needed. He was also the begetter of the Poll Tax that were dealing with the realities of everyday life, something akin
was instrumental in the defenestration of Mrs Thatcher. His to what Henry Thoreau called “lives of quiet desperation”. In
account concludes that “in the end […] this was simply a bad those mundane circumstances, as they coped with the exigenpolicy.”
cies of everyday life, I wondered if I had witnessed examples
Most politicians seem to be incurable optimists, seeing vic- of unsensational holiness.
tory whilst amidst the ruins. Waldegrave is by temperament
***
a pessimist, and that gives his book a degree of authenticity. I am not always so moved on public transport. Returning from
There is much I admired in this Apologia, not least its elegiac shopping – where I met a familiar irritant of the customer
evocation of a lost world summed-up in an exchange in the ahead of me at the check-out rummaging through bags, purses,
House of Commons. Summing-up in a no confidence debate, wallets, and pockets searching for a credit card (the need to
the Labour front bencher Peter Shore said that the govern- pay for the goods having come as a great surprise) – on the bus
ment “was like Ulysses, strapped to the mast, wax in his ears home there was a nanny with her pushchair parked in the apto block out the Siren’s song, listening to no one.” Waldegrave propriate space. Yes, I live in that part of London where you
intervened from the back benches: “The Right Honourable never see parents with their children during the week. At the
Gentleman might like to complete the story, which was that next stop a second nanny boarded with her charge in a
Ulysses’ strategy saved the ship from the rocks.” There followed pushchair the size of an articulated lorry. Nanny 1 was speak“an uproar of laughter”. Would such a classical exchange nowa- ing on her mobile ’phone and did not notice the enormous madays elicit anything but bewilderment, even with Mr Johnson chine six inches from her. Eventually she saw it, and so began
clowning at the Despatch Box?
the five minutes of pushing and pulling the two pantechnicons
until
they were properly stored; while the other passengers
***
Apart from flights abroad, for the past thirty years or so I have waited to take their seats. ND
not used public transport. For much of that time I worked
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Being his witnesses
David Chislett recalls an interesting evangelical opportunity on a Sydney train

O

ne night in 1989 two friends and I were on a Sydney wider society - a kind of priestly ministry of presence, praying,
train, travelling back to where we were staying for a worshipping, living and loving, daring to believe that in a wonmeeting of the General Synod of the Anglican derful way all this somehow unleashes waves of blessing on
Church of Australia. As happens on such occasions, there was those who live and work around us. As individuals we have a
a sprinkling of clergy and lay representatives from around the ministry of presence all the time in our relationships with othcountry in the same carriage. Across the aisle from us were ers. And of course, we evangelize by serving one another and
two young lay representatives from the Diocese of Sydney those around us in times of heartbreak and tragedy, as we have
(noted for its robust Reformed
seen recently in this country.
Evangelicalism). In the seat beUnfortunately, while achind us was a bishop of the ex- Evangelism is mostly about run of the mill tions of love and service pretreme liberal-Catholic variety, Christians learning to share the gospel with pare the ground for gospel
travelling with a layman from
proclamation and response,
others in actions as well as words
his diocese.
quite often suave liberals and
Near the Sydney represencertain kinds of snooty Anglotatives was a group of ordinary young people, clearly puzzled Catholics criticize those who verbally share the gospel, often
at the deluge of clergy who had boarded the train all at once, falling back on the idea that St Francis of Assisi said, “Preach
and they were discussing this with some amusement. One of the gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.”
the Sydney men looked up and said, “I can tell you what this
Several scholars have pointed out lately (much to my emis all about, if you’re really interested,” and he went on to say barrassment, because I myself have occasionally attributed
that it was a national conference of Anglican Church leaders those words to St Francis!) that St Francis said no such thing.
- not just clergy, but “lay people like us, too.”
After all, he was the evangelist with a heart truly on fire for
Soon there was a lull in the conversation, and the Sydney God, who preached at length up to five times each day! (The
man said, “I know what you’re thinking: how can otherwise closest the scholars say we get to those words is Francis’ Rule
quite sensible people believe all that stuff about God?” The 1221, which is actually about preaching friars ensuring that
young people smiled at each other, and the Sydney man con- their deeds match their words.)
tinued, “That’s O.K. I used to think that, too, until I looked
The new evangelization is about the sacramental reality
into it for myself. Eventually I came to the point where I could- of the Church’s ministry of presence, and our need to persevere
n’t avoid saying that Jesus is God: that he died on the cross, lovingly with hurt, wounded and suspicious people who are
rose from the dead, that he loves me, and that if I wanted real nowhere near an awakening of faith. It is about a new recoglife here and now, as well as in eternity, then I should join the nition of the specially gifted evangelist in the Church’s life. But
community of his followers.” The gospel in about twenty sec- it is mostly about run of the mill Christians learning to share
onds! A few of the young people asked questions. Then the the gospel with others in actions as well as words.
train reached the destination of the Sydney Synod reps. The
Not far from where I grew up was a drive-in cinema. As
one that had done all the talking quickly reached into his teenagers, my friends and I could rarely afford the entry ticket.
pocket, pulled out a handful of
We would join the line of old cars
business cards, handed them
outside the wire fence, from
around the group, and said, “I
The gospel in about twenty seconds! where we could just see the
don’t want you to think I’m being
screen, but, unfortunately, not
pushy, but I get off at this station.
hear the sound. We spent our
Here is a card with my phone number. If any of you decide time putting scurrilous dialogue into the mouths of the actors.
you want to talk about these things, I’d be happy to meet in a We discovered that while it was possible some of the time to
café somewhere . . . or you could check out your nearest An- figure out the film based mostly on the visuals, without the diglican Church.” And off his friend and he went!
alogue we completely misunderstood it.
I was moved by this spontaneous witness to the Lord, and
That’s why the new evangelization entails clergy and laity
thought how wonderful it would be if lots of laity and clergy alike being able to “make a defence to anyone who asks [us]
from the Catholic tradition learned to use opportunities like for a reason for the hope that is in [us]; yet do it with gentlethat to share the gospel. The terrible thing is that just as the ness and respect.” 1 Pet. 3:15.
train left the station, the bishop in the seat behind us comOr, to put it another way, why shouldn’t Anglo-Catholics
plained to the layman sitting next to him, “How embarrassing! be able to lead others to Christ? ND
You can tell we’re in Sydney!”
Now I know that there are many ways of evangelizing.
David Chislett is the Assistant Priest at St Luke's Kingston
The Church as a community evangelizes just by “being” in the
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A Helping Hand
Patrick Milner explores the philosophy of the Cardinal Basil Hume Centre in Westminster

T

he Cardinal Basil Hume Centre is located at the heart
of Westminster and was founded by Cardinal Basil
Hume in 1986 as a direct response to the high numbers of young people sleeping on the streets of London, and
families living in inadequate bed and breakfast accommodation. Our founding services were, therefore: a hostel for young
people, a family support service and a medical surgery; these
services continue to this day. Over the years, however, we have
opened our doors to welcome individuals of all ages, and have
developed a suite of services to respond to a wide range of
needs.

• Income: We offer advice on employment for jobseekers and
money management skills.
• Housing: We offer hostel accommodation to homeless
young people (16 – 24 year olds) and housing advice and advocacy.
• Education: Our learning services aim to improve employment opportunities and inclusion in society. We offer English language and literacy, IT training, work experience, early
years learning and parenting classes.
• Legal Status: We offer accredited immigration advice and
advocacy.
We focus on the individual, which encourages us to recognize
that each human being is different and has complex needs, and
so our response has to be multi-layered. As many of you will
know, Cardinal Basil Hume, our founder, was a Benedictine
monk and the Centre draws on the Benedictine tradition,
looking to welcome ‘as Christ’ each person who comes to the
Centre, providing sanctuary and hospitality to people from all
backgrounds. We believe that each person is created in the
image of God, and is therefore valuable and precious, and with
a right to the fullness of life. In the words of Cardinal Hume,
‘Each person matters; no human life is redundant’. The Centre, inspired by Catholic Social Teaching, puts the gospel message into action by both reaching out and giving practical help
to those people in the greatest social, economic and personal
need.
Cardinal Hume also spoke about the fundamental importance of each person having a home: “In the home is where we
learn to be compassionate; to be concerned for the old, concerned for the sick, concerned for the poor, the marginal.” It’s
an idea worth exploring.
On 30 October 2015, John Bird, the founder of the Big
Issue and lifelong campaigner for the homeless, was created
Baron Bird, of Notting Hill in the Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea. How about that for a sentence! The
irony of becoming a member of the HOUSE of Lords having
been HOMEless, is worth dwelling on, as is the fact that the
words house and home are different. We talk of homelessness,
not houselessness. There is a difference, and that difference
speaks volumes about the challenges faced by those who sleep

rough. More often than not, they need much, much more than
a bed for the night.
I mention John Bird because a while ago he starred in a
two part programme called Famous, Rich and Homeless (BBC1).
Some of you may have seen it. The simple, if slightly
questionable concept was to place four celebrities on the
streets and see how they coped, in an attempt to both raise
awareness and to raise money for Sport Relief. It aimed to
show how short a plummet it is for most of us to the
pavement. “Millions of Britons,” we heard, “are just three
payslips from losing their homes.” It partly explains why, in
recent times, homelessness has risen by 590 per cent,
according to some estimates.
It is fair to say that some of the celebrities struggled. Who
wouldn’t? But the most striking thing about the programme
was their reaction to the help and the warmth with which they
were greeted by others sleeping on the streets, and the
indifference of those who more often than not walked on by.
‘I’m far too busy. I’m already late. It’s their own fault. I help in
other ways.’
It’s all too convenient to segregate the two realities of faith
and poverty, of the cross and the pavement. As I write this
article, 8 March has just passed: the commemoration (in the
Anglican liturgical calendar) of G A Studdert Kennedy, an
Anglican priest and poet who served in the First World War
and who wrote a great deal about the struggles of ordinary
people. His powerful poem called Indifference presents each of
us with a challenge. ND
Indifference
When Jesus came to Golgotha, they hanged Him on a tree,
They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a
Calvary;
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His
wounds and deep,
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was
cheap.
When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply passed Him by.
They would not hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;
For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him
pain,
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the
rain.
Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they
do,’
And still it rained the winter rain that drenched Him through
and through;
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to
see,
And Jesus crouched against a wall, and cried for Calvary.
G A Studdert Kennedy

Patrick Milner is a Trustee of the Basil Hume Centre
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touching place

S MARY, wOOLPIT, SUFFOLK

C

entral Suffolk has a pleasant pastoral landscape, decorated at regular intervals by flint churches with familiar profiles. As you head east from Bury St
Edmunds along the A14, after a few miles the classic 1470s
Suffolk church tower of Elmswell hoves into view on the left;
then you look right and are surprised to see a textbook East
Midlands spire. Woolpit church is not what you expected.
The work of the diocesan architect R. M. Phipson, the ‘Dec’
tower and spire replaced a square 15th c tower in 1854. The
other change since the mediaeval builders left it is the disappearance of the shrine of Our Lady of Woolpit, which adjoined the N side of the chancel.
The finest mediaeval porch in Suffolk was the subject of
many bequests, launched by rector John Brumpton in 1430
and finishing with a flourish when in 1473 Robert Lynton left

£20 to provide 5 images of saints for the niches on its façade,
niches now empty of course. At the same time they were
rebuilding the nave and north aisle. The screen was installed, with saints repainted by the Victorians; above this
is a singular wooden canopy of uncertain provenance, designed to honour the missing rood. Many original furnishings remain, including late 15th century benches, and the
brass lectern, one of the familiar mediaeval eagles of c.1500.
And above them all, bearing a patina of silver with the passing of time, is the splendid double-hammerbeam roof with
angels, and there are more angels in the aisle roofs. As
Richard Morris wrote in Churches in the Landscape, ‘on a
summer evening the solitary visitor might hope to hear the
whirr of wings outspread above’.
Map reference: - TL 974625
Simon Cotton

Forms of words for making a bequest to FiF in your Will
I GIVE to FORWARD IN FAITH of 2A The Cloisters, Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0AG the sum of ___________________
pounds (£
) and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of Forward in Faith shall be good
and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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or I GIVE the residue of my estate to FORWARD IN FAITH of
2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London WC1H 0AG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of
Forward in Faith shall be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.

‘where is God?
Andrew Nunn reflects on the love of God in the wake of evil

I

was having a pretty normal Saturday evening, like most are destroying Islam.
people. I had some people staying, and the soon to be orCan there be any good news in any of this, can our hearts
dained deacon for St George the Martyr at the Borough, really burn with the presence of God in such horrendous cirSt Hugh’s and the Cathedral had come to join us for a bar- cumstances? It is hard to say at this moment because as I write
beque. The preacher for Pentecost arrived to stay the this we are still unable to access the Cathedral, still unable to
night. The Deanery was full and we were in the midst of con- get into the streets around the Cathedral, still unable to be the
versation. Then we received a text alert – something was hap- spiritual hub of this community that we have been for the last
pening in the London Bridge area.
1400 years. It is a huge crime scene and we are at its epicentre.
It sounded serious. I put a dog collar on and headed down But I have a few thoughts to help me at this moment.
Bankside towards the Cathedral. My thought was that I
In his book ‘Night’ Elie Wiesel describes his experience in a
needed to get the building open so that we could offer ministry Nazi concentration camp. One day gallows were erected. A
and hospitality to people who were affected by what was hap- child was being hung and the other prisoners had been gathpening. It was soon very clear that I couldn’t get far along the ered to witness it. As the chair was kicked away from beneath
river, so I used some of the local back streets and alleys that I the child a voice cried out ‘For God’s sake, where is
know and got to the top end of Park Street, where the Market God?’ Wiesel writes ‘And from within me, I heard a voice anPorter pub is on the corner.
swer; ‘Where is He? This is where – hanging here from this
There I was confronted by a large number of heavily armed gallows…’”
police officers who shouted ‘Run, run’. ‘I’m the Dean’ I
The incarnation means that Jesus was on those streets with
said. But they just told me to run. So I ran, back the way I’d the fun loving crowd thronging the Borough Market; Jesus was
just come but then redirected by
there as the attackers struck;
other officers onto Southwark
Jesus was there as the injured
Those who committed these evil acts, were cared for, there as the disStreet. It was there that I saw
people lying on the pavement
these cowardly and vicious acts, were tressed were comforted, there as
being tended by members of the
the eyes of the dead were
not acting in the name of God
Emergency Services and their
closed. Jesus was there being crufamily and friends. ‘Run, run’ was
cified, hanging from the gallows
the constant cry and I ran until I found myself on the path in the Borough Market. We do not believe in an absent God
that leads back to the Deanery by Tate Modern.
but a God who enters the mess of the world, the mess we have
It was a living nightmare. I don’t mind admitting to you that created, seeking to redeem it, seeking to resurrect it. And I
I was scared. I had never seen anything like this. Ok, on the have to believe that.
news, in the films, but not first-hand, not where I live, not
The second thing I have experienced is that of diaspora, of
where I minister, not in my parish.
being separated from home and community. Our church
We sat in the house not knowing what to do. Then I got a buildings are not the church but they are where the church
text from the Chair of the Bankside Residents’ Forum. Amir meets and where the hospitality of God is made real. Rublev’s
Eden is a young Muslim, born in Guy’s Hospital, living in the icon of the Holy Trinity that will be a focus of many of our
Cathedral parish, an ex-pupil of the Cathedral School and the services on Trinity Sunday is popular because it celebrates the
London Nautical School. ‘I’ve got nowhere to go. Can I come hospitality of Abraham and the generous and loving relationto you?’ was his text. ‘Of course’ was my reply. So he came and ship that exists at the heart of God and should be incarnated
took refuge in the house. And there we all stayed until Sun- in the life of the church. We live that out in many ways, but
day.
we do it at the Cathedral seeking to be a truly inclusive, orthoYou’ve read and heard and seen so many news reports about dox and radically loving Christian community and we believe
the aftermath of the attack that happened in the streets in doing that we reflect something of the nature of the wider
around the Cathedral. It is hard to imagine this happening in community, something hated by the kind of people who plan
an area we all love so much, around our Cathedral Church, in these attacks on our society.
the Borough Market that attracts millions of people a year.
Not being able to go into the building has been very difficult
But it has happened.
and we cannot wait to get the doors open and our arms opened
Let me be clear. Those who committed these evil acts, these to receive our brothers and sisters who want to come in to excowardly and vicious acts, were not acting in the name of perience the love of God, not least at the altar.
God. They may have claimed that but we know that this is
But the third thing is that being out on the streets, as all the
not what Islam teaches. They are not only seeking to destroy clergy have been since Saturday evening, has made us aware
what we have and value and hold so dear, they are effectively of how resilient and hopeful people are and how much they
destroying the very faith they claim to be proclaiming, they want the church to be there with a message of Good News and
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with the compassion of God, able to articulate something on
behalf of others that, perhaps, they don’t have the words for.
This is only the beginning for us. A new chapter for our
Cathedral will begin as we get into the church, as we inhabit
the streets, reclaim the neighbourhood, cleanse and heal and
restore. But all of that is for another day. Now we pray the
prayer that I wrote in the early hours of that terrible Sunday
when terror came to our doorstep. Pray it with us, please.
Loving God, when terror came to our doorstep
and stalked our streets
you were there with us
in the fear and agony.

Remain with us
and with all those caught up
in the horror of these events,
the injured and distressed
those who died
and all who seek your peace
which passes understanding.
Amen. ND
Andrew Nunn is the Dean of Southwark Cathedral. This article
originally appeared on the Southwark Diocesan Blog ‘Hearts on
Fire’. We are grateful to the Dean for his permission to use it here.

A Courtyard in Jerusalem
Anne George continues her wanders through Jerusalem

T

he enormous fridge in my tiny kitchen continued to
fascinate me, and not, I hasten to explain, merely because of its ever-changing contents. Why was it so
battered? There were deeply gauged scratches, now bright red
with rust, and some major dents on all sides. I couldn’t understand how it could have possibly been so mistreated. Auntie
continued to appear most evenings for a post-supper chat,
which was gradually becoming more detailed and conducted
in English rather than French as Auntie became more confident. Finally, I asked her why the fridge looked as if it had
taken part in a battle.
The reason was just that. Auntie started to describe the
fear and terror of the 6-Day War of 1967 to me. As a teenager
at the time, totally uninterested in world news, I had to confess
to her that I knew nothing of what had happened. Auntie’s
face became sombre as she explained
that, as the fighting came closer and
closer to the Old City, the inhabitants
retreated into their ancient, fortresslike dwellings. I knew how thick the
walls were in Uncle’s house. They were
as thick as both my outstretched arms,
as I had measured them myself by
spread-eagling my body along the
length of the passageway between my
room and their living-room when I
first moved in. Auntie explained that
the whole of Uncle’s extended family
came to stay in the house, and the big,
heavy metal doors were shut and
barred. For extra protection they had
moved the fridge in front of the doors
inside the house. They all stayed inside
for 3 days and only ventured out when
everything had gone completely quiet.
The Israeli paratroopers and the Jordanian army had fought not only in
the narrow streets of the Old City but
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also on its rooftops, and Auntie described the horror of sitting
in the living-room, able to see nothing, but hearing the rushing
feet, gunshots and mortar blasts overhead and in the alleyways
leading to the house. Several mortars had been thrown into
the courtyard and the fridge had taken the impact.
Auntie had fed the family, about 12 in all, from her store
cupboards and from the fridge. I didn’t dare to ask if the fridge
had been plugged in. However, I had my curiosity assuaged,
and from then on treated the fridge with even greater respect
than before. It had been part of history, protecting a family in
its hour of need but also providing sustenance for them as well
and now it was living out an honourable retirement. Every
time I opened the fridge door, I thanked God that this family
that I had come to love and respect had come through such an
ordeal unharmed. ND

parish directory

continued

LONDON Nw9 Kingsbury St Andrew A Fif Parish under
the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am, Thursday Mass 10am – both followed by refreshments. Tube toWembley Park then 83 Bus (direction Golders Green) to
Tudor Gardens Contact: Fr.Jason Rendell on 020 8205 7447 or
standrews.kingsbury@london.anglican.org www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk

LONDON SE11 4BB St Agnes Kennington Park, St Agnes
Place. Under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. 8 minutes
walk from both Kennington and the Oval tube stations (Northern line)
Sunday: 10am Solemn Mass. Daily Mass: Mon to Fri 10am - Bible
Study after Mass on Wed. stagneskenningtonpark.co.uk 020
7820 8050 frpaulensor@btconnect.com
LONDON SE13 St Stephen, Lewisham (opposite Lewisham
Station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the
Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Mass 8am, Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays: Mon 10am, Tues 9am, Wed 12.15pm, Thurs 10.15am, Fri
12.15pm, Sat 10am Parish Priest: Fr Philip Corbett - 07929
750054
LONDON SE16 St Mary Rotherhithe, St Marychurch Street
SE16 4JE A Fulham Parish. Sunday: Solemn Mass 10am, Evening
Prayer 6pm, Benediction monthly. Mass times: Tues 12 noon;
Wed 9am School Mass; Thur 6pm; Fri 9.30am; Sat 9.30am. Tube:
Jubilee Line Bermondsey/Canada Water/ Rotherhithe Overground. Visitors most welcome. Canon Mark Nicholls SSC 0207
394 3394 - 07909 546659 www.stmaryrotherhithe.org
LONDON SE18 St Nicholas - the Ancient Parish
Church - St Nicholas Road, Plumstead. A Forward in Faith Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Fulham. Masses: Sunday 8am; Solemn Sung 11am; Mon 12 noon; Tu es 7.30pm; Wed
9.30am; Thur 7pm; Fri 12 noon; Sat 10am. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament half an hour before every Mass apart from
Sunday. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial. Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Stevens 020 8854 0461
LONDON SE 26 All Saints, Sydenham A Society Parish
under the care of the Bishop of Fulham. Grade II listed Church
with stunning Fellowes-Pryne interior. Sunday - 10.30am
Solemn Mass with Sunday School. Weekday Services as advertised. Parish Priest Fr.Philip Smith 0208 7783065.
LONDON Sw1 St Gabriel, Pimlico Sunday: Mass 8am; Sung
Parish Mass 10:30am. 6pm Choral Evensong (termtime). 7.30pm
Mass. Midweek Mass: Tues 7pm, Wed 7pm, Thurs 7:30am, Fri
9:30am, Sat 9:30am. www.st-gabriels.com
LONDON Sw7 St Stephen, Gloucester Road (entrance in
Southwell Gardens) A Fulham Jurisdiction Parish. Modern rite, traditional ceremonial, gospel preaching and good music. Sunday:
Masses 9am and 11am (Solemn). Daily Mass: Tues 11am, Wed
7pm, Thur 10am, Fri 1.15pm, Sat 10am. Rosary - 2nd and 4th
Saturday at 10.30am. Contact: 020 7370 3418
www.saint-stephen.org.uk
LONDON Sw11 The Ascension, Lavender Hill. Famous and
flourishing ABC Parish, in the Fulham Jurisdiction. Inspiring
liturgy with modern rites, traditional ceremonial, fervent preaching and good music. Sunday: High Mass 11am. Weekday Mass:
Wednesday 7.30pm. Rosary: Saturday 11.30am. SOLW Cell organises pilgrimage, social and fundraising activities. Parish
Priest: Fr Iain Young 020 7228 5340
LONDON Sw19 All Saints, SouthWimbledon. Society Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday
Solemn Mass 11am. For other masses and services contact Fr
Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986, the church oﬃce 020 8542
5514 or see www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk/
LONDON wC1 Christ the King, Gordon Square The Forward
in Faith Church. Mon to Fri: Mass at 12.30pm, plus: Thur at 12
noon: Angelus followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
until 12.25pm. Other services: as announced. Contact the FiF Office on 020 7388 3588 or email:
chaplain@forwardinfaith.com
MANCHESTER Failsworth The Church of the Holy Family. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Mass : 9.15am. For other
Sunday and Weekday Services or further information please contact the Rector, Fr Tony Mills: 0161 681 3644

MANCHESTER The Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury: All Saints, Wardley; Saint Augustine, Pendlebury;
Saint Peter, Swinton. A Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday Masses:
8am and 5.30pm (SP), Sung at 9.30am (AS), 10.30am (SP) and
11am (SA). Daily Mass in Parish. Clergy Fr.Jeremy Sheehy 0161
794 1578 and Fr.Michael Fish 0161 794 4298., Parish Oﬃce: 0161
727 8175 email: paroﬀsandp@btconnect.com
MIDDLESBROUGH The Church of St Columba Sunday:
Mass 9.30am. Daily Mass. St John the Evangelist Sunday
Mass 11am. For further information contact Fr Stephen Cooper
01642 824779
NORTH YORK MOORS S. Leonard, Loftus and S. Helen,
Carlin How. Situated on the Cleveland Coast. Sunday - Mass at Carlin
How 9am and at Loftus 10.30am. Further details on our website
www.loftusparish.co.uk Parish Priest Fr. Adam Gaunt 01287
644047
OXFORD St John the Evangelist, New Hinksey (1 mile from
the city centre;Vicarage Road, OX1 4RE) A Society Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am.
Contact - 01865 245879 or www. acny.org.uk/467 Come and
discover Oxford’s hidden Comper Church!
OXFORD St.Barnabas and St Thomas. Services: Saturdays
5.30pm Vigil Mass (St.Thomas). Sundays 8.00am Low Mass,
(St.Barnabas), 9:15am Matins (St.Thomas), 10.30am Parish
Mass(St.Barnabas), 6.30pm Evening Prayer (St.Barnabas). For
Daily Mass see website: www.sbarnabas.org.uk. Parish
priest: Fr Jonathan Beswick 01865 557530
PLYMOUTH SACRED HEART MISSION COMMUNITY
PARISHES Society Parishes under the Episcopal Care of the
Bishop of Ebbsfleet , St John, Exeter Street (PL4 0NG) Sunday:
Mass 11.15am; St Gabriel, PeverellTerrace (PL3 4JJ) Sunday: Mass
10am; St Mary, Federation Road (PL3 6BR) Sunday: Mass 10am.
Contact - Fr.Trevor Jordan 07714 577809
READING St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street (next to
the Oracle). Medieval church. Forward in Faith, aﬃliated with The
Society. Sunday: Mattins - 10am; Parish Mass with Sunday
School - 10.30am; Evensong - 5.30pm; Low Mass 6pm. Daily Offices and Daily Mass. Friday Bible Study at 11.30am. Regular
study groups, see our website.. Parish Priest: Fr David Harris 0118
957 2831 www.sgilesreading.org.uk
ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul. Daily Mass 10:30am and
6pm. Sunday Mass 8am Parish Mass 10:15am. Solemnities
Solemn Mass 7pm. Fr Luke Irvine-Capel SSC. Rector and Parish
Priest www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk
SALISBURY St Martin – the oldest Church in Salisbury.
With the spire at the end of St. Martin’s Church Street behind
Wiltshire College. A Forward in Faith Parish. Resolutions ABC
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday:
Parish Eucharist, 11.00am (also 8.00pm 2nd and 4th Sundays)
Daily Oﬃce and Eucharist. For further information contact: Parish
Administration on 01722 503123 or
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk Parish Priest: Fr. David Fisher.
01722 500896
SCARBOROUGH St Saviour with All Saints, A FiF Parish
aﬃliated to the Society of Ss Wilfrid and Hilda and under the
Episopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. Sunday Mass 10am with
refreshments to follow. Evening Prayer 4.30pm. Evening Prayer
and Benediction on the last Sunday of the month. Weekday
masses: Monday 2pm Thursday 10.15am Saturday 9.30am.
Major Festivals times vary. Fr David Dixon 01723 363828
frdavidstmart@gmail.com
stsaviour-scarborough.org.uk
SHREwSBURY All Saints with St Michael, North Street
(near Shrewsbury railway station). A Forward in Faith Parish under
the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Resolutions ABC.
Sunday: Mass 10.30am. For daily Mass times or further information, contact Fr.Paul Lockett SSC 01 743 357862
SOUTH BENFLEET, Essex St Mary the Virgin FiF under
the pastoral care of The Bishop of Richborough. Sundays 10am
Parish Mass, other service highlights: Wed 7.30pm Mass and Exposition; Sat 9am Mass & Rosary, Family Masses as announced.
Friendly Faith and Worship. Parish Priest: Fr Leslie Drake SSC

SPENNYMOOR, CO. DURHAM St Andrew, Tudhoe
Grange, DL16 6NE A parish of the Society, under the care of the
Bishop of Beverley; Sundays: 9am Sung Mass, 2pm-4pm 'Sunday
Club' for children ages 4-12, 6pm Evensong (with Benediction on
1st Sunday of month); Weekday Masses: Tues 7pm, Thurs
9.30am.Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley SSC - 01388 814817
STAFFORD St.Peter, Rickerscote. A Society Parish. Sunday Parish Mass 10.15am, 3rd Sunday 3.30pm Benediction. For further information contact Fr.David Baker SSC 01 785 259656
STOKE-ON-TRENT, LONGTON SS Mary and Chad. A
Forward in Faith Parish. Sunday: Parish Mass 10am. Weekdays:
Mon 10am, Tues 6.30pm, Wed 10am, Thur 11.30am, Fri 6.30pm.
Confessions after any Mass or by appointment. Fr Kevin Palmer Parish Oﬃce - 01782 313142 - www.ssmaryandchad.com
STOKE-ON-TRENT, SMALLTHORNE St Saviour. ABC.
Convenient for Alton Towers & the Potteries. Parish Mass Sunday
11.00am. For details of Children's Church see website. Weekdays:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 09.30, Wednesday noon.
Contact Fr.Andrew Swift 01 782 827889 frandrew@smallthorne.org www.smallthorne.org
twitter@SSaviours
SUNDERLAND St Mary Magdalene, Wilson Street, Millfield.
A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop
of Beverley. Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am, Benediction 6.30pm,
Mass 7pm. Weekdays Mass: Mon and Wed 10.30am, Tues and
Thur 7.30pm, Fri 7.30am, Sat 10am. Rosary Thur 7.15pm, Sat
6.15pm. Confessions: Sat 6.30pm or by appointment. Parish
Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton 0191 565 6318 www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk
SUNDERLAND St.Aiden, Grangetown, Ryhope Road Sunderland SR2 9RS. A friendly and traditional Parish Church aﬃliated to The Society and under the Episcopal care of the Bishop of
Beverley. Sunday services: Parish Mass 10am , Weekday Masses:
Wednesday & Saturday at 9.30am, Thursday at 7.30pm. Morning and Evening Prayer said in church daily. Contact Lilian Jordan, Churchwarden & APA Tel 0191 514 3485 .You can also find
us on Facebook and at “A church near you”.
SUTTON All Saints, Benhilton A Parish of the Sociey in the
care of the Bishop of Fulham. Sunday: Low Mass 8am, Solemn
Mass 9.30am (except Second Sundays: 8:30 a.m. Low Mass,10:00
a.m. Family Mass). Daily Mass - Tues 9.30am, Wed 7.30pm Thurs
10am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am. Contact Fr Peter Harnden SSC on
0208 644 9070, Churchwardens: Stanley Palmer 020 8330 7408,
& Mrs Linda Roots (020 8644 7271)
allsaintsbenhilton@btconnect.com
SwINDON Parish of Swindon New Town A Society Parish
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
masses: 9.00am S. Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;10.30am S.
Luke's. Weekday masses as advertised. Contact 01793 538220
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com
TAUNTON Holy Trinity, Trinity St,Taunton,TA1 3JG. Society
Parish. Modern Catholic liturgy. Musical tradition. Sunday Services 8,10 & 6.30. Daily Mass. Fr Julian Laurence SSC, Vicar, Fr
Adam Burnham, Curate. See website for full details of services
and events holytrinitytaunton.org
TIPTON, west Midlands St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, DY4 9ND. A Society Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 9.30am Parish Mass;
11.00am Mass with Sunshine Club for children; 4pm Evening
Prayer. Daily Mass: Monday & Thursday 7.30pm; Wednesday
9.30am; Friday 6pm; Saturday 10am & Confessions at 10.30am.
www.fifparish.com/ stjohntipton Parish Priest: Fr Simon
Sayer CMP 0121 679 7510
TIVIDALE, Oldbury, west Midlands St. Michael
the Archangel, Tividale Road and Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road. Society Parish. Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am (St.Michael's),
Evening Mass 6pm (Holy Cross). Contact Fr.Martin Ennis 01 384
257888 frmennis@gmail.com,
www.vicaroftividale.co.uk
TORQUAY All Saints, Babbacombe - ABC Parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday 10.30am Sung Parish
Mass. Weekdays: 9.30am Mass (Except Thurs – 6.30pm). Fr. Paul
Jones – 07809 767458 Cary Ave, Babbacombe. TQ1 3QT
www.allsaintsbabbacombe.co.uk
wALSALL St Gabriel’s, Fullbrook,Walstead Road,Walsall, oﬀ
Junc.7 or 9 of M6. Resolutions ABC. Sunday: 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening Mass. Daily Mass.
Parish Priest: Fr Mark McIntyre 01922 622583

Continued on next page
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wALSINGHAM St Mary & All Saints, Church Street. A Society
and Forward in Faith Parish under the Episcopal care of the
Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Solemn Mass, 11.00 am Weekdays: Contact: Fr Andrew Mitcham SSC, 01328 821316
www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk
wEDNESBURY, west Bromwich St Francis of Assisi, Friar ParkWS10 0HJ (5 minutes from junc 9 of M6) Sunday: Mass
9.45am. Weekday Mass: Tues and Thur 9.30am, Wed and Fri
7.30pm, Sat 10am. Lively worship in the Modern Catholic Tradition, with accessible preaching, and a stunning gem of a church
beautifully restored. Parish Clergy: Fr Ron Farrell: 0121 556 5823
or Fr.Gary Hartill 0121 505 3954- Visit us at www. saintfrancisfriarpark.com
wELLINGBOROUGH St Mary the Virgin, Knox Road
(near BR station) A Forward in Faith Parish under the episcopal
care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Mass 10.30am. Daily
Mass and Oﬃce. For further information see our Website: www.
stmarywellingborough.org.uk

FiF, DIOCESE OF CHESTER Chester St Oswald and St Thomas
of Canterbury, Fr.Stephen Sheridan 01 244 399990; Congleton St
James the Great, Society, Fr Colin Sanderson 01260 408203; Crewe
St Barnabas, Society, Fr Ralph Powell 01270 212418; Crewe St
Michael, Coppenhall, Society, Fr Charles Razzall 01270 215151;
Knutsford St John the Baptist, Society, Rev Nigel Atkinson 01565
632834/755160; Liscard St Thomas the Apostle, Society, Fr Robert
Nelson 0151 630 2830, Stockport St Peter, Society, Fr Kenneth
Kenrick 0161 483 2483; West Kirby St Andrew, Society, Fr Peter
Walsh 0151 632 4728
FiF, DIOCESE OF DERBY Calow: St.Peter, Fr.Kevin Ball, 01 246
462192; Derby: St Anne, Churchwarden Alison Haslam 01 332
362392; St Luke, Fr.Leonard Young 01 332 342806; St
Bartholomew, Fr.Leonard Young 01 332 342806; Hasland St Paul
and Temple Normanton St James Fr Malcolm Ainscough 01246
232486; Ilkeston Holy Trinity, Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Long
Eaton St Laurence, Bp Roger Jupp 0115 973 5168; Staveley St John
Baptist with Inkersall St Columba and Barrow Hill St Andrew:
Fr.Stephen Jones, 01 246 498603

wEST KIRBY S. Andrew, Meols Drive,Wirral, CH48 5DQ. Sunday: 8am Low Mass, 10:30am Sung Mass, 6:00 pm Evensong
First Sunday. Daily Mass. Traditional ceremonial with a warm
welcome. Safe harbour in Wirral and Cheshire West. Visitors welcome. Parish of The Society under the Pastoral Care of The
Bishop of Beverley. Parish Priest: Fr. Walsh 0151 632 4728

DIOCESE OF EXETER FiF Recommended Parishes: Abbotsham St Helen, Churchwarden 01 237 420338; Babbacombe All
Saints, Fr P.Jones 01803 323002; Barnstaple St Peter, Fr D
Fletcher 01271 373837; Bovey Tracey St John, Churchwarden 01
626 821956 ; Exeter St Michael & All Angels, Heavitree; St
Lawrence, Lower Hill Barton Rd; St Paul, Burnthouse Lane; St
www.standrewswestKirby.co.uk
Mary Steps, West Street, Fr R Eastoe 01392 677150; Great TorwESTON super MARE All Saints with St Saviour, All rington St Michael, Taddiport St Mary Magdalene, Fr.P.Bevan Saints Road, BS23 2NL. A Member of the Society under the episco- 01805 622166; Holsworthy St Peter & St Paul, Fr.C.Penn - 01 409
253435; Lewtrenchard St Peter, vacancy 01566 784008; Newton
pal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet - All are welcome. Sundays:
9am Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass. Weekdays: 10am Mass (Wed, Abbot St Luke, Milber, Fr.N.Debney 01 626 681259; Paignton St
John the Baptist with St Andrew & St Boniface Fr R Carlton
Thur and Sat). Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Hughes SSC 01934
204217 fatherandrew@sky.com - Parish Oﬃce 01934 415379 all- 01803 351866; Plymouth St Peter and the Holy Apostles
Fr.D.Way - 01 752 222007; Plymouth Mission Community of Our
saintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com Visit our website www.allLady of Glastonbury St Francis, Honicknowle, St Chad,
saintswsm.org
Whitleigh, St Aidan, Ernesettle, Fr D Bailey 01752 773874; PlywEYMOUTH St Paul, Abbotsbury Road Modern catholic
mouth Sacred Heart Mission Community Parishes St John the
under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. Sunday
Evangelist; Sutton-on-Plym St Gabriel the Archangel, Peverell
(usually): Parish Mass 9.30am (creche and Sunday school); Infor- Park; St Mary the Virgin, Laira, Vacant - Churcwarden 01 752
mal Eucharist 11.15am; EP and Benediction 5pm (1st Sunday).
224315; Plymouth St Bartholomew, Devonport & St Mark, Ford,
For times of daily and Holyday mass ring Parish Priest: Fr Richard Fr. R. Silk – 01752 562623; Torquay St Marychurch Fr R Ward
Harper SSC 01305 778821
01803 269258; Torquay St Martin, Fr G Chapman 01803 327223;
Torre All Saints, Fr.P.March 01 803 312754
wINCHESTER Holy Trinity. A Society Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Richborough. Sunday: Sung Mass FiF, DIOCESE OF GUILDFORDAldershot St Augustine,
10.30am. Weekday Masses: Tues 10.30 am, Thur 12 noon. ConFr Keith Hodges 01252 320840, Hawley Holy Trinity and All
tact: Canon Malcolm Jones SSC 01962 869707 (Parish Oﬃce) or
Saints, Fr Martyn Neale 01276 35287 - Please contact clergy for
Churchwardens: Barbara Smith 01264 720887 or John Purver 01 details of services or visit www.forwardinfaith.info/guildford
962 732351 - email: enquiry@ holytrinitywinchester.co.uk FiF, DIOCESE OF LEICESTERBlackford and Woodville Fr T
website: www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk
Vale 01283 211310; Leicester St Aidan, New Parks, Fr S Lumby
YORK All Saints, North Street (near Park Inn Hotel) A Forward in 0116 287 2342; St Mary de Castro, Fr D Maudlin 01572 820181; St
Faith church with traditional rite. Resolutions A,B &C passed.
Chad, Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; St Hugh, Eyres Monsall, Fr.Ian
Sunday: Low Mass 10.30 am, Sung or High Mass 5.30pm, Thurs- Wright 0116 277 7455; Narborough Fr A Hawker 0116 275 1470;
day Low Mass 12.45 pm. Visitors to this beautiful medieval
Scraptoft Fr M Court 0116 241 3205; Wistow Benefice Fr P O’Reilly
church are always welcome; the church is normally open during 0116 240 2215
daylight hours. - website: www. allsaints-northstreet.org.uk
FiF, DIOCESE OF LINCOLN Resolution Parishes: Binbrook
YORKSHIRE near Skipton. Three rural churches which
Group (Louth) Fr Walker 01472 398227; Edenham ( Bourne) Fr
make up The Society parish of the Yorkshire Dales. Sundays:
Hawes 01778 591358; Grimsby St Augustine Fr Martin 07736
THORNTON St Mary Sung Mass, modern rite 9.15am.
711360; Skirbeck St Nicholas (Boston) Fr Noble 01205 362734;
MARTON St Peter Prayer Book Holy Communion 10.45am. Wainfleet Group (Skegness) Fr.Morgan 01 754 880029; BurghBROUGHTON All Saints Evensong 7pm. HOLY wELL
le- Marsh (Skegness) Fr Steele 01754 810216; Fosdyke All Saints
Saturdays at Noon, summer. Canon Nicholas Turner ssc 01282
(Kirton) vacant (Mr.Tofts 01 205 260672). Non-petitioning
842332 bmtparish.co.uk
parishes information: North Lincolnshire- Fr Martin 07736
711360; South Lincolnshire- Fr Noble 01205 362734

Diocesan
Directory
FiF, DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAMKingstanding St Luke*
0121 354 3281, Kingstanding St Mark 0121 360 7288, Small
Heath All Saints* 0121 772 0621, Sparkbrook St Agatha* 0121 449
2790, Washwood Heath St Mark, Saltley St Saviour* 0121 328
9855, (*Forward in Faith Registered Parishes)
FiF, DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY resolutions parishes Deal
St Andrew 01 304 381131, Eastchurch All Saints 07702 199844,
Folkestone St Peter 01303 254472, Harbledown St Michael 01227
464117, Lydden St Mary 01304 822865, Maidstone St Michael
01622 752710, Ramsgate Holy Trinity 01843 593593, Rough Common St.Gabriel 01227 464117, Temple Ewell SS Peter and Paul
01304 822865,
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LEEDS FiF, wITHIN THE DIOCESE OF wEST YORKSHIRE
and the DALES Belle Isle St John and St Barnabas, Priest in
Charge, Fr Chris Buckley CMP 01132 717821, also priest with
pastoral responsibility for the Parish of Hunslet St Mary. Cross
Green St Hilda and Richmond Hill St.Saviour, Fr.Darren Percival
SSC 07960 555609. Harehills St Wilfrid, Fr Terry Buckingham SSC:
01943 876066; Please ring for details of services
FiF, DIOCESE OF MANCHESTERBlackley Holy Trinity, ABC,
FiF, Fr Philip Stamp 0161 205 2879; Lower BroughtonThe Ascension, ABC, FiF, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Chadderton St
Mark, ABC, FiF Churchwarden - Janet Rogers 0161 627 4986;
Failsworth Holy Family, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Mills 0161 681 3644;
Glodwick St Mark, ABC, Fr Graham Hollowood 0161 624 4964;
Hollinwood St Margaret, ABC, FiF, Fr David Hawthorn 0161 681
4541; Leigh St Thomas & All Saints, ABC, Fr Robert Dixon 01942
673519; Lightbowne St Luke, ABC, FiF, Fr John O’Connor 0161
465 0089; Middleton Junction St Gabriel, ABC, FiF Churchwarden
- George Yates 0161 258 4940; Moss Side Christ Church, ABC, FiF,

Canon Simon Killwick 0161 226 2476; Oldham St James with St
Ambrose, ABC FiF, Fr Paul Plumpton 0161 633 4441; Peel Green
St Michael, ABC, Fr.Ian Hall - 0161 788 8991; Prestwich St Hilda,
ABC, FiF, Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642; Royton St Paul, ABC,
FiF, Vacant contact Tony Hawkins 07792 601295; Salford St Paul,
ABC, Canon David Wyatt 0161 736 8868; Swinton and Pendlebury ABC, FiF, Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0160 794 1578; Tonge Moor,
Bolton St Augustine, ABC, FiF, Fr Tony Davies 01204 523899;
Winton St Mary Magdalene, ABC, FiF, Fr Ian Hall 0161 788 8991;
Withington St Crispin, ABC, FiF, Fr Patrick Davies 0161 224 3452
FiF, DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTHFareham SS Peter and
Paul, Fareham Fr.Roger Jackson 01 329 281521; IOW: All Saints,
Godshill, and St Alban, Ventnor Fr John Ryder 01983 840895;
Good Shepherd, Lake, and St Saviour on the Cliﬀ, Shanklin, vacant,
Churchwarden, Anthony Lawrence, 01 983 300300 (St.Saviour);
Portsmouth: St James, Milton, Fr Paul Armstead 023 9273 2786; St
Michael, Paulsgrove, Fr Ian Newton 02392 378194; The Ascension,
North End, Vacant (Churchwarden 02392 660123); Southsea Holy
Spirit, Fr Philip Amey 023 9311 7159; Stamshaw St Saviour, vacant
Churchwarden 023 92643857
FiF, DIOCESE OF ROCHESTERBeckenham St Michael, 11am
Sung Mass; Belvedere St Augustine, 10am Sung Mass; Swanley St
Mary, 10am Sung Mass; Bickley St George, 8am Low Mass,
10.30am Sung Mass; ChislehurstThe Annunciation, 8am Low
Mass, 10am Sung Mass; Elmers End St James, 9.15am Mass, 10am
Sung Mass; Gillingham St Luke, Parish Mass 10.30am; Higham St
John, 9.30am Sung Mass; Sevenoaks St John, 8am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass; Tunbridge Wells St Barnabas, 10am Sung Mass;
all contact details from Fr Jones 020 8311 6307
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST ALBANS FiF Recommended Churches
Bedford St Martin, Fr Pimenta 01234 357862; Bushey Heath St
Peter, Fr Burton 020 8950 1424; Hemel Hempstead St Francis,
Hammerfield , Fr Weitzmann 01442 247503; Letchworth St
Michael & St Mary, Fr Bennett 01462 684822; Luton: Holy Cross,
Marsh Farm, vacant; Holy Trinity, Biscot, Fr Singh 01582 579410; St
Mary, Sundon & St Saviour, Fr Smejkal 01582 583076.(Please contact clergy for details of services)
FiF, DIOCESE OF ST EDMUNDSBURY and IPSwICH
Heveningham Benefice in Interregnum; Ipswich St Mary at the
Elms, Fr.John Thackray 07780 613754. Sunday Mass 10.45amMendlesham St Mary, Fr Philip Gray 01449 766359; Eye SS Peter
and Paul - The Rev.Dr.Guy Sumpter 01 379 871986.
FiF, DIOCESE OF SHEFFIELDBolton-on-Dearne St Andrew,
Fr.Schaefer 01 709 898426; Cantley St Wilfrid, Fr Andrew Howard
01302 285 316; Doncaster Holy Trinity, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256;
Edlington St John the Baptist, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358;
Goldthorpe SS John and Mary Magdalene, Fr Schaefer 01709
898426; Hexthorpe St Jude, Fr Edmonds 01709 858358; Hickleton
St Wilfrid, Fr Schaefer 01709 898426; Hoyland St Peter, Fr Parker
01226 749231; Thurnscoe St Hilda, vacant; Mexborough St John
the Baptist, vacant; Moorends St Wilfrith, Fr Pay 01302 784858;
New Bentley Ss Philip and James, Fr Dickinson 01302 875266;
New Cantley St Hugh, Fr Stokoe 01302 371256; New Rossington St
Luke, Fr.Leal 01 302 864304; Ryecroft: St Nicholas, Fr.Andrew Lee
01 709 921257; Dalton: Holy Trinity, Fr.Andrew Lee 01 709 921257;
Doncaster Ss Leonard & Jude (with St Luke) Fr Pay 01302 784858;
Sheﬃeld: St Bernard, Southey Green and St Cecilia, Parson Cross, Fr
Ryder-West 0114 2493916; St Catherine, Richmond Road,
Fr.Knowles 0114 2399598; St Matthew, Carver Street, Fr.Grant
Naylor 01 142 665681; St Mary, Handsworth, Fr Johnson 01142
692403 (contact clergy for Mass times, etc)
FiF SOUTHAMPTON Parishes (under the episcopal care
of the Bishop of Richborough) welcome you: St Barnabas,
Lodge Road (oﬀ Inner Avenue A33 London Road) Sunday: Solemn
Mass 10am, Daily Mass and other service details from Fr Barry
Fry SSC 02380 223107; Holy Trinity, Millbrook (Oﬀ A33 city centre
road from M271) Sunday: Solemn Mass10am, Midweek Mass and
other service details from Fr William Perry SSC 02380 701896
FiF, SOUTHwELL and NOTTINGHAM DIOCESE- Society
churches: Nottingham: St Cyprian c/o Fr Hailes 0115 9873314; St
George, Meadows, Barbara Rosalind Jordan, 07943 939550; St
Stephen, Sneinton, Frances Astill, 0745 0066889;; St.George,
Netherfield, Mrs.L.Barnett 0115 9526478.. Worksop: St Paul, Mrs
M Winks 01909 568857; Priory Church of Our Lady and St Cuthbert, Fr Spicer 01909 472180, who is also the contact for SSWSH
in the diocese
DIOCESE of TRURO - FIF Recommended Parishes FALMOUTH: St. Michael & All Angels, Penwerris, vacant, contact Miss
B.A.Meade, 01 326 212865; PENRYN: St. Gluvius, Fr.S.Wales –
01326 378638; ST. DAY: Holy Trinity, (AB) Fr.Simon Bone - 01 209
822862; TRURO: St. George, Fr. C. Epps – 01872 272630

Director of Forward in Faith
honoured by Archbishop

Bishops of
the Society
The Bishop of Beverley
PROVINCE OF YORK (EXCEPT BLACKBURN AND LEEDS)

The Right Revd Glyn Webster
Holy Trinity Rectory, Micklegate, York YO1 6LE
01904 628155 oﬃce@seeofbeverley.org.uk
www.seeofbeverley.org.uk

The Bishop of Burnley
BLACKBURN

The Right Revd Philip North CMP
Dean House, 449 Padiham Road, Burnley BB12 6TE
01282 479300 bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org

The Bishop of Chichester
CHICHESTER

The Right Revd Dr Martin Warner SSC
The Palace, Chichester PO19 1PY 01243 782161
bishop.chichester@chichester.anglican.org

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY (WEST)

The Right Revd Jonathan Goodall SSC
Hill House, The Mount, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RE 0118 948 1038
bishop@ebbsfleet.org.uk www.ebbsfleet.org.uk

The Bishop of Fulham
LONDON & SOUTHWARK

The Right Revd Jonathan Baker
The Vicarage, 5 St Andrew St, London EC4A 3AF
020 7932 1130 bishop.fulham@london.anglican.org
www.bishopoﬀulham.org.uk

The Bishop of Richborough
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY: EAST (EXCEPT CHICHESTER,
LONDON & SOUTHWARK); EUROPE

The Right Revd Norman Banks SSC
Parkside House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3 4HE
01727 836358 bishop@richborough.org.uk www.richborough.org.uk

The Bishop of Wakefield
LEEDS

The Right Revd Tony Robinson SSC
Pontefract Ho, 181A Manygates Lane, Wakefield WF2 7DR
01924 250781 bishop.tony@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org

The Right Revd Roger Jupp SSC
(SUPERIOR-GENERAL , CONFRATERNITY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT )

St Laurence’s Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham NG10 1JX
0115 973 5168 rajupp1@hotmail.com

The Right Revd John Gaisford SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd John Goddard SSC
(formerly Bishop of Burnley)
The Right Revd Dr John Hind
(formerly Bishop of Chichester)
The Right Revd Martyn Jarrett SSC
(formerly Bishop of Beverley)
The Right Revd Robert Ladds SSC
(formerly Bishop of Whitby)
The Right Revd Michael Langrish
(formerly Bishop of Exeter)
The Right Revd Peter Ramsden
(formerly Bishop of Port Moresby)
The Right Revd Nicholas Reade
(formerly Bishop of Blackburn)
The Right Revd Dr Geoﬀrey Rowell
(formerly Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
The Right Revd Lindsay Urwin OGS
(formerly Bishop of Horsham)
The Right Revd Peter Wheatley
(formerly Bishop of Edmonton)
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Subscribe to
New Directions
NEW DIRECTIONS is sent free of charge
to all members of Forward in Faith UK *
To join Forward in Faith or subscribe to New DirecTioNs,
please print oﬀ and post the forms on the website
(www.forwardinfaith.com) or complete the form below
as applicable:

i wish to subscribe to New DirecTioNs as:

A Member of Forward in Faith UK
individual Membership: £30
concessionary: £15
concessionary: £21
Family Membership: £42
i am a UK Taxpayer please send me a Gift Aid form
Or
A NEW DIRECTIONS Subscriber
europe: £45
rest of the world: £55
UK: £30
i enclose payment of £ ..............................
cheques payable to Forward in Faith

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
BY TELEPHONE ONLY - MONDAY, WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, 9.30
AM TO 4.30 PM.

Name.............................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................
......................................................................................................
.....................................................Post Code/Zip ...........................
TO: Forward in Faith, 2A The Cloisters, Gordon Square, London
WC1H 0AG. Tel: 020 7388 3588 Fax: 020 7387 3539
Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com
If you do not have a UK bank account, please contact us to discuss payment
methods by email (Admin.assistant@forwardinfaith.com) or telephone
(020 7388 3588 – Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9.30 am to 4.30 pm)
* Members of Credo Cymru who are not also members of Forward in Faith
should contact their Membership Secretary

newdirections

Classified Ads rates
£20 for 1 month
(up to 50 words)
£40 for 2 months
£40 for 3 months
Series of advertisements in excess
of three months will also be
charged at £20 per month
with every third month free
Additional words will be charged at 50
pence each for one month,
£1 each for two or three months etc.

Contact the Advertising Manager: Mike Silver
57 Century Road, Rainham,
Kent ME8 0BQ
01634 401611
email silver43mike@gmail.com
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classifieds
CAR SUPPLIERS – PRIORY AUTOMOTIVE Priory
are the Christian car suppliers who can provide any new or used car at the very best
price. Let them take the hassle out of your
next car purchase, all vehicles are fully
checked before free delivery to your door.
Part exchange a pleasure and budgets to suit
all. Please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com
EDENHAM REGIONAL HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE
nr Bourne Lincs. Near Peterborough. En suite
accommodation in beautiful Georgian Rectory in ABC parishes. Individuals and small
groups are most welcome. Private Chapel and
spacious rooms are available for day visits,
disabled facilities, self-catering flat. Contact
Fr Andy Hawes, ERH Church Lane Edenham, Lincs PE10 OLS, 01778 591358 athawes@tiscali. co.uk

